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GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

CHAPTER  L 

BIRTH     OF     MR.    WASHINGTON HIS     MISSION    TO    THE    FRENCH   ON 

THE   OHIO APPOINTED    LIEUTE*  ANT-COLONEL    OF    A    REGIMENT 

OF     REGULAR    TROOPS SURPRISES      M.     JUMONVILLE — CAPITULA- 

'  TION  OP  FORT  NECESSITY— IS  APPOINTED  AID-DE-GAMP  TO  GE- 
NERAL  BRADDOCK — DEFEAT    AND    DEATH     OF    THAT    GENERAL—* 

IS    APPOINTED     TO    THE     COMMAND     OF     A     REGIMENT EXTREME 

DISTRESS  OF  THE  FRONTIERS,  AND  EXERTIONS  OF  COLONEL 
WASHINGTON  TO  AUGMENT  THE  REGULAR  FORCE  OF  THE  CO- 
LONY— GENERAL  FORBES  UNDERTAKES  THE  EXPEDITION  AGAINST 

FORT    DU  OUESNE — DEFEAT  OF  MAJOR  GRANT FORT  DU  OUESNE 

EVACUATED  BY  THE  FRENCH  AND'TAKEN  POSSESSION  OF  BY  THE 
ENGLISH — RESIGNATION  AND  MARRIAGE  OF  COLONEL  WASHING- 
TON. 

/^EORGE  WASHINGTON,    the  third    son  of  Augustine     chap.i. 
Washington,  was  born  in  Virginia,  at  Bridges-Creek  in        ^s* 
the  county  of  Westmorland,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1732.  w^gtoai 
He  was  the  great  grandson  of  John  Washington,  a  gentleman  of 
very  respectable  family  in  the  north  of  England,  who  had  emi- 
,   vol.  11.  b  grated 
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chap.  i.     grated  about  the  year  1657,   and  settled  on  the  place  where 
u$^     young  Mr,  Washington  was  born. 

Very  early  in  life  the  cast  of  his  genius  disclosed  itself.  The 
war  in  which  his  country  was  then  engaged  against  France  and 
Spain,  first  kindled  those  latent  sparks  which  afterwards  blazed 
with  equal  splendour  and  advantage ;  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
urged  so  pressingly  to  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the  British 
navy,  that  the  place  of  midshipman  was  obtained  for  him.  The 
interference  of  a  timid  and  affectionate  mother  suspended  for  a 
time  the  commencement  of  his  military  course. 

He  lost  his  father  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  received  what 
was  denominated  an  English  education' j  a  term  which  excludes 
the  acquisition  of  other  languages  than  our  own.  As  his  patri- 
monial estate  was  by  no  means  considerable,  his  youth  was  em- 
ployed in  useful  industry :  and  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
as  a  surveyor,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  infor- 
mation respecting  vacant  lands,  and  of  forming  those  opinions 
concerning  their  future  value,  which  afterwards  greatly  contri- 
buted to  the  increase  of  his  private  fortune. 

It  is  strong  evidence  of  the  opinion  entertained  of  his  capacity, 
that  when  not  more  than  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  militia  were  to  be  trained  for  actual  service,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  adjutants-general  of  Virginia,  with  the  rank 
of  major.  The  duties  annexed  to  this  office  were  performed  by 
him  for  a  very  short  time.  The  plan  formed  by  France  for  con- 
necting her  extensive  dominions  in  America,  by  uniting  Canada 
with  Louisiana,  now  began  to  develope  itself.  Possession  was 
4  taken 
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taken  of  a  tract  of  country  then  deemed  to  be  within  the  pro-  chap.l 
vince  of  Virginia,  and  a  line  of  posts  was  commenced  from  the  nST ' 
Lakes  to  the  Ohio.  The  attention  of  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  the  lieute- 
nant-governor of  that  province,  was  attracted  by  these  supposed 
encroachments ;  and  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  demand,  in  the 
name  of  the  king  his  master,  that  they  should  desist  from  the 
prosecution  of  designs  which  violated,  as  he  thought,  the  trea- 
ties between  the  two  crowns.  A  proper  person  was  to  be  se- 
lected for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  which,  at  that  time, 
was  very  properly  believed  to  be  a  very  arduous  one.  A  great 
part  of  the  country  through  which  the  envoy  was  to  pass  was 
almost  entirely  unexplored,  and  inhabited  only  by  Indians,  many 
of  whom  were  hostile  to  the  English,  and  others  of  doubtful 
attachment.  While  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  the  journey 
deterred  those  from  undertaking  it  who  did  not  extend  their 
views  to  the  future  scenes  to  be  exhibited  in  that  country,  or 
who  did  not  wish  to  be  actors  in  them,  they  seem  to  have  fur- 
nished motives  to  Mr.  Washington  for  desiring  to  be  employed 
in  this  hazardous  service,  and  he  engaged  in  it  with  the  utmost 
alacrity. 

He  commenced  his  journey  from  Williamsburg  the  day  on  hu  mfo'on  to 
which  he  was  commissioned,  and  arrived  on  the  14th  of  Novem-  theowo. 

October  3itt. 

ber  at  Willis  s-Creek,  then  the  extreme  frontier  settlement  of  the 
English.  Guides  were  there  engaged  to  conduct  him  over  the 
Aleghany  mountains,  the  passage  of  which,  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  began  to  be  extremely  difficult.  After  surmounting 
considerable  impediments  from  the  snow  and  high  waters,  he 
reached  the  mouth  of  Turtle-Creek  on  the  Monongahela,  on  the 
22d,  where  he  learned  from  an  Indian  trader,  that  the  French 

b  2  general 
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chap.  i.  general  was  dead,  and  that  the  major  part  of  the  army  had .  re- 
ymT  tired  into  winter  quarters.  Pursuing  his  route,  he  examined  the 
country  with  a  military  eye,  and  selected  the  forks  of  the  Mo- 
nongahela  and  Aleghany  rivers,  the  place  where  Fort  du  Quesne, 
now  Fort  Pitt,  was  afterwards  erected  by  the  French,  as  an  advan- 
tageous and  commanding  position,  which  it  would  be  advisable 
to  take  possession  of  immediately,  and  to  fortify. 

After  employing  a  few  days  among  the  Indians  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, and  procuring  some  of  their  chiefs,  whose  fidelity  he 
took  the  most  judicious  means  for  securing,  to  iaccompany  him, 
he  ascended  the  Aleghany  river,  and  at  the  mouth  of  French- 
Creek  found  the  first  fort  occupied  by  the  troops  of  France. 
Proceeding  further  up  the  creek  to  another  fort,  he  was  received 
by  Monsieur  le  Gardeur  de  St.  Pierre,  the  commanding  officer 
on  the  Ohio,  to  whom  he  delivered  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dinwiddie ; 
and,  having  received  an  answer  from  him,  returned,  with  infinite 
fatigue,  and  much  daijger  from  the  hostile  Indians,  to  Williams- 
burg. The  exertions  made  by  Mr.  Washington  on  this  occasion, 
the  perseverance  with  which  he  surmounted  the  difficulties  of 
the  journey,  and  the  judgment  displayed  in  his  conduct  towards 
the  Indians,  raised  him  very  much  in  the  public  opinion,  as  well 
as  in  that  of  the  lieutenant-governor.  His  journal,  drawn  up  for 
the  inspection  of  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  was  published,  and  generally 
considered  as  strongly  evidencing  the  solidity  of  his  judgment 

and  the  fortitude  of  his  mind*. 

As 

*  It  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader  to  peruse  this  first  report  of  a  young 
gentleman  who  afterwards  performed  so  distinguished  a  part  in  the  revolution  of 
his  country  5 — it  is  therefore  inserted  at  large* 

I  was 
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As  the  answer  from  the  commandant  of  the  French  forces  on     chap.  i. 
the  Ohio  indicated  no  disposition  to  withdrawlrom  that  country,       1754"^ 

it 


I  was  commissioned  and  appointed  by  the  hon.  Robert  Dinwiddie,  governor, 
&c.  of  Virginia,  to  visit  and  deliver  a  letter  to  the  commandant  of  the  French 
forces  on  the  Ohio,  and  commenced  the  intended  journey  on  the  same  day.  The 
next  I  arrived  at  Fredricksburg,  and  engaged  Mr.  Jacob  Vanbraam  to  be  my 
French  interpreter,  and  proceeded  with  him  to  Alexandria,  where  we  provided  ne- 
cessaries. From  thence  we  went  to  Winchester,  and  got  baggage,  horses,  Sec.  and 
ffom  thence  we  pursued  the  new  road  to  WillisVCreek,  where  we  arrived  the  14  th 
of  November. 

Here  I  engaged  Mr.  Gist  to  pilot  us  out ;  and  also  hired  four  others  as  ser- 
vitors— Barnaby  Currin  and  John  M'Quire,  Indian  traders,  Henry  Steward  and 
William  Jenkins — and  in  company  with  those  persons  left  the  inhabitants  the  next 
day.  The  excessive  rains  and  vast  quantity  of  snow  which  had  fallen  prevented 
our  reaching  Mr.  Frazier's,  an  Indian  trader  at  the  mouth  of  Turtle-Creek,  on, 
Monongahela  river,  till  Thursday  the  22d.  We  were  informed  here  that  expresses 
had  been  sent,  a  few  days  before,  to  the  traders  down  the  river,  to  acquaint  them 
with  the  French  general's  death,  and  the  return  of  the  major  part  of  the  French 
army  into  winter  quarters. 

The  waters  were  quite  impassable  without  swimming  our  horses;  which 
obliged  ns  to  get  the  loan  of  a  canoe  from  Frazier,  and  to  send  Barnaby  Currin 
and  Henry  Steward  down  the  Monongahela  with  our  baggage,  to  meet  us  at  the, 
Forks  of  the  Ohio,  about  ten  miles,  there  to  cross  the  Aleghany. 

As  I  got  down  before  the  canoe,  I  spent  some  time  in  viewing  the  rivers  and 
the  land  in  the  Fork,  which  I  think  extremely  well  situated  for  a  fort,  as  it  has  the 
absolute  command  of  both  rivers.  The  land-at  the  point  is  twenty  or  twenty-five* 
feet  above  the  common  surface  of  the  water,  and  a  considerable  bottom  of  flat 
well-timbered  land  all  around  it,  very  convenient  for  building.  The  rivers  are, 
each  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more  across,  and  run  here  very  nearly  at  right  angles  ; 
Aleghany  bearing  N.  E.  and  Monongahela  S.  E. :  the  former  of  these  is  a  very 
rapid  and  swift-running  water;  the  other  deep  and  still,  without  any  perceptible 
fall. 

About  two  miles  from  this,  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  river,  at  the  place 
where  the  Ohio  Company  intended  to  erect  a  fort,  lives  Shingiss,  king  of  the  De- 
laware!.. We  called  upon  him,  to  invite  him  to  council  at  the  Loggs-Town. 

As 
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chap.  i.     it  was  deemed  necessary  to  make  some  preparations  to  maintain 
1754.        the  right  asserted  over  it  by  the  British  crown :  and  the  assembly 

of 


As  I  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  notice  yesterday  of  the  situation  at  the  Forks, 
my  curiosity  led  me  to  examine  this  more  particularly  ;  and  I  think  it  greatly  in- 
ferior, either  for  defence  or  advantages,  especially  the  latter.  For  a  fort  at  the  Forks 
would  be  equally  well  situated  on  the  Ohio,  and  have  the  entire  command  of  the 
Monongahela,  which  runs  up  our  settlement,  and  is  extremely  well  designed  for 
water-carriage,  as  it  is  of  a  deep,  still  nature :  besides,  a  fort  at  the  Fork  might  be 
built  at  much  less  expense  than  at  the  other  place. 

Nature  has  well  contrived  this  lower  place  for  water  defence ;%  but  the  hill 
whereon  it  must  stand  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  then  de- 
scending gradually  on  the  land  side,  will  render  it  difficult  and  very  expensive  to 
make  a  sufficient  fortification  there.  The  whole  flat  upon  the  hill  must  be  taken 
in;  the  side  next  the  descent  made  extremely  high,  or  else  the  hill  itself  cut  away; 
otherwise  the  enemy  may  raise  batteries  within  that  distance  without  being  ex- 
posed to  a  single  shot  from  the  fort. 

Shingiss  attended  us  to  the  Loggs-Town,  where  we  arrived,  between  sun-setting 
and  dark,  the  twenty-fifth  day  after  I  left  Williamsburg.  We  travelled  over  some 
extremely  good  and  bad  land  to  get  to  this  place. 

As  soon  as  I  came  into  town,  I  went  to  Monakatoocha,  (as  the  half  king  was 
out  at  his  hunting-cabin  on  Little  Beaver  Creek,  about  fifteen  miles  off,)  and  in- 
formed him  by  John  Davidson,  my  Indian  interpreter,  that  I  was  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  the  French  general,  and  was  ordered  to  call  upon  the  sachems  of 
the  Six  Nations  to  acquaint  them  with  it.  I  gave  him  a  string  of  wampum 
and  a  twist  of  tobacco,  and  desired  hijn  to  send  for  the  half  king ;  which  he 
promised  to  do  by  a  runner  in  the  morning,  and  for  other  sachems.  I  invited 
him  and  the  other  great  men  present  to  my  tent,  where  they  stayed  about  an  hour 
and  returned. 

According  to  the  best  observation  I  could  make,  Mr.  Gist's  new  settlement 
(which  we  passed  by)  bears  about  W.  N.  W.  seventy  miles  from  Willis's-Creek ; 
Shanapins,  or  the  Forks,  N.  by  W.  or  N.  N.  W.  about  fifty  miles  from  that,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Loggs-Town  the  course  is  nearly  west,  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
miles ;  so  that  the  whole  distance  which  we  went  we  computed  to  be  at  least  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred   and   thirty-five   or   one  hundred    and   forty  miles  from  our  back  inha- 
bitants. 

25th.  Came  to  town  four  of  ten  Frenchmen  who  had  deserted  from  a  com- 
pany at  the  Kuskuskas,  which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  this  river.  I  got  the  following 
account  from  them. — They  were  sent  from  New  Orleans  with  a  hundred  men  and 
eight  canoe-loads  of  provisions  to  this  place,  where,  they  expected  to  have  met 
the  same  number  of  men  from  the  forts  on  this  side  of  Lake  Erie  to  convoy 
them  and  the  stores  up,  who  were  not  arrived  when  they  ran  off. 

I  inquired  into  the  situation  of  the  French  on  the  Mississipi,  their  numbers, 
and  what  forts  they  had  built.  They  informed  me  that  there  were  four  small 
forts  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Black  Islands,  garrisoned  with  about  thirty  or 
forty  men,  and  a  few  small  pieces  in  each.  That  at  New  Orleans,  which  is  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississipi,  there  are  thirty-five  companies  of  forty  men  each, 
with  a  pretty  strong  fort  mounting  eight  carriage  guns ;  and  at  the  Black  Islands 
there  are  several  companies  and  a  fort  with  six  guns.  The  Black  Islands  arc  about 
a  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  which  is  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  above  New  Orleans.  They  also  acquainted  me  that  there  was  a 
sinall  palisadoed  fort  on  the  Ohio,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Obaish,  about  sixty 
leagues  from  the  Mississipi.  The  Obaish  heads  near  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie, 
and  affords  the  communication  between  the  French  on  the  Mississipi  and  those 
on  the  Lakes. 

These  deserters  came  up  from  the  lower  Shanoah-Town'with  one  Brown,  an 
Indian  trader,  and  were  going  to  Philadelphia. 

About  three  o'clock  this  evening  the  half  king  came  to  town.  I  went  up  and  invited 
him,  with  Davidson,  privately  to  my  tent,  and  desired  him  to  relate  some  of  the 
particulars  of  his  journey  to  the  French  commandant,  and  of  his  reception  there  j 
also  to  give  me  an  account  of  the  ways  and  distance.  'He  told  me  that  the  nearest 
and  levelest  way  was  now  impassable,  by  reason  of  many  large  miry  savannas ; 
that  we  must  be  obliged  to  go  by  Venango,  and  should  not  get  to  the  near  fort 
in  less  than  five  or  six  nights'  sleep,  good  travelling.  When  he  went  to  the  fort 
he  said  he  was  received  in  a  very  stem  manner  by  the  late  commander,  who  asked 

him 
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chap^     of  three  hundred  men.     The  command  of  this  regiment  was 
given  to  a  Mr.  Frye,  a  gentleman  supposed  to  be  well  acquainted 

with 


bim  very  abruptly  what  he  had  come  about,  and  to  declare  his  business  ;  which, 
he  said  he  did  in  the  following  speech  : 

S€  Fathers,  I  am  come  to  tell  you  your  own  speeches ;  what  your  own  mouths 
have  declared.  Fathers,  you  in  former  days  set  a  silver  bason  before  us,  wherein 
there  was  the  leg  X)f  a  beaver,  and  desired  all  the  pations  to  come  and  eat  of  it,  to 
eat  in  pea.ce  and  plenty,  and  not  to  be  churlish  to  one  another  j  and  that  if  any 
such  person  should  be  found  to  be  a  custurber,  I  here  lay  down  by  the  edge  of  the 
dish  a  rod,  which  you  must  scourge  them4 with;  and  if  your  father  should  get 
foolish  in  my  old  days,  I  desire  you  may  use  it  upon  me  as  well  as  others. 

te  Now,  fathers,  it  is  you  who  are  the  disturbers  in  this  land,  by  coming  and 
building  your  towns ;  and  taking  the  land  away  unknown  to  us,  and  by  force. 

cc  Fathers,  we  kindled  a  fire  a  long  time  ago  at  a  place  called  Montreal,  where 
we  desired  you  to  stay,  and  not  to  come  and  intrude  upon  our  land.  I  now  desire 
you  may  dispatch  to  that  place ;  for  be  it  known  to  you,  fathers,  that  this  is  our 
land,  and  not  yours. 

"  Fathers,  I  desire  you  may  hear  me  with  civility ;  if  not,  we  must  handle  that 
rod  which  was  laid  down  for  the  use  of  the  obstreperous.  If  you  had  come  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  like  our  brothers  the  English,  we  would  not  have  been  against 
your  trading  with  us,  as  they  do  ;  but  to  come,  fathers,  and  build  houses  upon 
our  land,  and  to  take  it  by  force,  is  what  we  cannot  submit  to. 

t€  Fathers,  both  you  and  the  English  are  white  :  we  live  in  a  country  between, 
therefore  the  land  belongs  to  neither  one  nor  the  other :  but  the  Great  Being  above 
allowed  it  to  be  a  place  of  residence  for  us ;  so  fathers,  I  desire  you  to  withdraw, 
as  I  have  done  our  brothers  the  English,  for  I  will  keep  you  at  arm's  length.  I 
lay  this  down  as  a  trial  for  both,  to  see  which  will  have  the  greatest  regard  to  it, 
and  that  side  we  will  stand  by,  and  make  equal  sharers  with  us.  Our  brothers  the 
English  have  heard  this,  and  I  come  now  to  tell  it  to  you,  for  I  am  not  afraid  to 
discharge  you  off  this  land."  This  he  said  was  the  substance  of  what  he  spoke  to 
the  general,  who  made  this  reply : 

€€  Now,  my  child,  I  have  heard  your  speech :   you  spoke  first,  but  it  is  my 

time  to  speak  now.    Where  is  my  wampum  that  you  took  away,  with  the  marks 
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•f  towns  in  iU  This  wampum  I  do  not  know?  which  you  havedischarged  me  off 
the  land  with.  But  you  need  not  put  yourself  to  the  trouble  of  speaking,  for  I 
will  not  bear  you.  I  am  not  afraid  of  flies  or  musquitoes,  for  Indians  are  such  as 
those.  I  teH  you,  down  that  river  I  will  go,  and  build  upon  it,  according  to  my 
command.  If  the  river  was  blocked  up  I  have  forces  sufficient  to  burst  it  open, 
and  tread  under  my  feet  all  that  stand  in  opposition,  together  with  their  alliances  ; 
for  my  force  is  as  the  sand  upon  the  sea  shore :  therefore  .here  is  your  wampum ; 
I  fling  it  at  you.  Child,  you  talk  foolish ;  you  say  this  land  belongs  to  you,  but 
there  is  not  the  black  of  my  nail  yours.  I  saw  that  land  sooner  than  you  did, 
before  the  Shanoahs  and  you  were  at  war.  Lead  was  the  man  who  went  down 
and  took  possession  of  Chat  river.  It  is  my  land,  and  I  will  have  it,  let  who  will 
stand  up  for,  or  say  against  it.  I'll  buy  and  sell  with  the  English  (mockingly). 
If  people  will  be  ruled  by  me  they  may  expect  kindness,  but  not  else." 

The  half  king  told  me  he  had  inquired  of  the  general  after  two  Englishmen, 
who  were  made  prisoners,  and  received  this  answer.  "  Child,  you  think  it  a  very 
great  hardship  that  I  made  prisoners  of  those  two  people  at  Venango.  Don't  you 
Concern  yourself  with  it :  we  took  and  carried  tbem  to  Canada,  to  get  intelligence 
of  what  the  English  were  doing  in  Virginia. " 

He  informed  me  that  they  had  built  two  forts,  one  on  Lake  Erie,  and  another 
on  French-Creek,  near  a  small  lake,  about  fifteen  miles  asunder,  and  a  large 
waggon-read  between.  They  are  both  built  after  the  same  model,  but  different  in 
size :  that  on  the  Lake  the  largest.  He  gave  me  a  plan  of  them  of  his  own 
drawing. 
.   The  Indians  inquired  very  .particularly  after  their  brothers  in  Carolina  gaoL 

They  also  asked  what  sort  of  a  boy  it  was  who  was  taken  from  the  south  branch  $ 
for  they  were  told  by  some  Indians,  that  a  party  of  French  Indians  had  carried  a 
white  boy  by  Kuskuska  Town  towards  the  Lakes. 

26th.  We  met  in  council  at  the  Long-House  about  9  o'clock,  where  I  spoke  to 
them  as  follows : 

.   (€  Brothers,  I  have  called  you  together  in  council  by  order  of  your  brother  the 
governor  of  Virginia,  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  sent  with  all  possible  dispatch  to 

vol.  11.  c  visit 
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chap.  i.     as  early  as  possible  in  active  service,  and  to  be  usefully  em* 
K5i.       ployed,  he  obtained  permission,  about  the  beginning  of  April, 

to 


visit  and  deliver  a  letter  to  the  French  commandant  of  very  great  importance  to 
your  brothers  the  English  ;  and  I  dare  say  to  yon,  their  friends  and  aUies. 

"  I  was  desired,  brothers,  by  your  brother  the  governor,  to  call  upon  you,  the 
sachems  of  the  nations,  to  inform  you  of  it,  and  to  ask  your  advice  and  assistance 
to  proceed  the  nearest  and  best  road  to  the  French.  You  ace,  brothers,  I  have 
got  thus  far  on  my  journey. 

"  His  honour  likewise  desired  me  to  apply  to  you  for  some  of  your  young  men 
to  conduct  and  provide  provisions  for  us  on  our  way,  and  be  a  safeguard  against 
those  French  Indians  who  have  taken  up  the  hatchet  against  us.  I  have  spoken 
thus  particularly  to  you,  brothers,  because  his  honour  our  governor  treats  you  as 
good  friends  and  allies,  and  holds  you  in  great  esteem.  To  confirm  what  I  have 
said,  I  give  you  this  string  of  wampum." 

After  they  had  considered  for  some  time  on  the  above  discourse,  the  half  king 
got  up  and  spoke: 

"  Now,  my  brother,  in  regard  to  what  my  brother  the  governor  had  desired  of 
me,  I  return  you  this  answer. 

"  I  rely  upon  you  as  a  brother  ought  to  do;  as  you  say  we  are  brothers,  and 
one  people.  We  shall  put  heart  in  hand,  and  speak  to  our  fathers,  the  French, 
concerning  the  speech  they  made  to  me,  and  you  may  depend  that  we  will  endea- 
vour to  be  your  guard. 

"  Brother,  as  you  have  asked  my  advice,  I  hope  you  will  be  ruled  by  it,  and 
stay  till  I  can  provide  a  company  to  go  with  you.  The  French  speech-belt  is  not 
here ;  I  have  it  to  go  for  to  my  hunting-cabin.  Likewise  the  people  whom  I  have 
ordered  in  are  not  yet  come,  and  cannot  till  the  third  night  from  this ;  till  which 
time,  brother,  I  must  beg  you  to  stay. 

"  I  intend  to  send  the  guard  of  Mingos,  Shanoahs,  and  Delawares,  that  our 
brothers  may  see  the  love  and  loyalty  we  bear  them." 

As  I  had  orders  to  make  all  possible  dispatch,  and  waiting  here  was  very  con* 

trary  to  my  inclination,  I  thanked  him  in  the  most  suitable  manner  I  could,  and 

told  him  that  my  business  required  the  greatest  expedition,  and  would  not  admit 

of  that  delay.    He  was  not  well  pleased  that  I  should  offer  to  go  before  the  time 

1  he 
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he  had  appointed,  and  told  me  that  he  could  not  consent  to  our  going  without  a 
guard,  for  fear  some  accident  should  befall  us,  and  draw  a  reflection  upon  him. 
"  Besides,"  said  he,  "  this  is  a  matter  of  no  small  moment,  and  must  not  be 
entered  into  without  due  consideration ;  for  I  intend  to  deliver  up  the  French 
speech-belt,  and  make  the  Shanoaha  and  Delawares  do  the  same/'  And 
accordingly  he  gave  orders  to  king  Shingiss,  who  was  present,  to  attend  on 
Wednesday  night  with  the  wampum ;  and  two  men  of  their  nation  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  set  out  with  us  next  morning.  As  I  found  it  was  impossible  to  get  off* 
without  affronting  them  in  the  most  egregious  manner,  I  consented  to  stay. 

I  gave  them  bade  a  string  of  wampum  which  I  met  with  at  Mr.  Frazier's,  and 
which  they  sent  with  a  speech  to  his  honour  the  governor,  to  inform  him  that 
three  nations  of  French  Indians,  viz.  Chippowayt,  Ottoways,  and  Orundaks,  had 
taken  up  the  hatchet  against  the  English ;  and  desired  them  to  repeat  it'  over 
again  :  but  this  they  postponed  doing  till  they  met  in  full  council  with  the  Sha- 
noah  and  Delaware  chiefs. 

9fth.  Runners  were  dispatched  very  early  for  the  Shanoah  chiefs.  The  half 
king  set  out  himself  to  fetch  the  French  speech-belt  from  his  hunting-cabin. 

gfeth.  He  relumed  this  evening,  and  came  with  Monakatoocha  and  two  other 
sachems  to  my  tent ;  and  begged  (as  they  had  complied  with  his  honour  the  go* 
vernor's  request,  in  providing  men,  &c.)  to  know  on  what  business  we  were  going 
to  the  French  ?  This  was  a  question  I  had  all  along  expected,  and  had  provided 
as  satisfactory  an  answer  to  as  I  could,  which  allayed  their  curiosity  a  little. 

Monakatoocha  informed  me,  that  an  Indian  from  Venango  brought  news,  a 
few  days  ago,  that  the  French  had  called  all  the  Mingoes,  Delawares,  &c.  to- 
gether at  that  place ;  and  told  them  that  they  intended  to  have  been  down  the  river 
this  fall ;  but  the  waters  were  growing  cold,  and  the  winter  advancing,  which 
obliged  them  to  go  into  quarters  $  but  that  they  might  assuredly  expect  them  in 
the  spring,  with  a  far  greater  number;  and  desired  that  they  might  be  quite 
passive,  and  not  intermeddle,  unless  they  had  a  mind  to  draw  all  their  force  upon 
them*  For  that  they  expected  to  fight  the  English  three  years  (as  they  supposed 
there  would  be  some  attempts  made  to  stop  them),  in  which  time  they  should 
conquer.    But  that,  if  they  should  prove  equally  strong,  they  and  the  English 

c  2  would 
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chap.l     the  country,  to  make  himself  more  perfectly  acquainted  with 
i75i.       it,  as  well  as  with  the  situations  and  designs  of  the  enemy ; 

and 


would  join  to  cut  them  all  off,  and  divide  the  land  between  them.  That  though 
they  had  lost  their  general,  and  some  few  of  their  soldiers*  yet  there  were  men 
enough  to  reinforce  them,  and  make  them  masters  of  the  Ohio. 

This  speech,  he  said,  was  delivered  to  them  by  one  capt.  Joncaire,.  their  inter- 
preter in  chief,  living  at  Venango,  and  a  man  of  note  in  the  army. 

29th.  The  half  king  and  Monakatoocha  came  very  early,  and  beggecT  me  to 
stay  one  day  more :  for,  notwithstanding  they  had  used  all  the  diligence  in  their 
power,  the  Shanoah  chiefs  had  not  brought  the  wampum  they  ordered,  but  would 
certainly  be  in  to-night;  if  not,  they  would  delay  me  no  longer,  but  would  send  it 
after  us  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  When  I  found  them  so  pressing  in  their  request, 
and  knew  that  returning  of  wampum  was  the  abolishing  of  agreements;  and 
giving  this  up  was  shaking  off  all  dependence  upon  the  French,  I  consented 
to  stay,  as  I  believed  an  offence  offered  at  this  crisis  might  be  attended  with 
greater  ill  consequence  than  another  day's  delay*  They  also  informed  me  that 
Shingiss  could  not  get  in  his  men 5  and  was  prevented  from  coming  himself  by 
his  wife's  sickness  (I  believe,,  by  fear  of  the  French) ;  but  that  the  wampum  of 
that  nation  was  lodged  with  Kustaloga,  one  of  their  chiefs  at  Venango. 

In  the  evening,  late,  they  came  again,  and  acquainted  me  that  the  Shanoahs 
were  not  yet  arrived,  but  that  it  should  not  retard  the  prosecution  of  our  journey. 
He  delivered  in  my  hearing  the  speech  that  was  to  be  made  to  the  French  by 
Jeskakake,  one  of  their  old  chiefs,  which  was  giving  up  the  belt  the  late  com- 
mandant had  asked  for,  and  repeating  nearly  the  same  speech  he  himself  had 
done  before. 

He  also  delivered  a  string  of  wampum  to  this  chief,  which  was  sent  by  king 
Shingiss,  to  be  given  to  Kustaloga,  with  orders  to  repair  to  the  French,  and  de- 
liver up  the  wampum. 

He  likewise  gave  a  very  large  string  of  black  and  white  wampum,  which  was  to 
be  sent  up  immediately  to  the  Six  Nations,  if  the  French  refused  to  quit  the 
land  at  this  warning,  which  was  the  third  and  last  time,  and  was  the  right  of 
Jeskakake  to  deliver. 

30th.  Last  night  the  great  men  assembled  at  their  Council-House,  to  consult 
further  about  this  journey,  and  w ha  were  to  go.    The  result  of  which  was,  that 

only 
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and  to  preserve  the  friendship  of  the  savages.     Immediately     chap,  l 
after  his  arrival  at  that  place,  he  was  visited  by  some  friendly       1744. 
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only  three  of  their  chiefs,  with  one  of  their  best  hunters,  should  be  our  convoy. 
The  reason  they  gave  for  not  sending  more,  after  what  had  been  proposed  at 
council  the  36th,  was,  that  a  greater  number  might  give  the  French  suspicions  of 
some  bad  design,  and  cause  them  to  be  treated  rudely :  but  I  rather  think  they 
could  not  get  their  hunters  in. 

We  set  out  about  nine  o'clock  with  the  half  king  Jeskakake,  White  Thunder, 
and  the  Hunter,  and  travelled  on  the  road  to  Venango,  where  we  arrived  the  4  th 
of  December,  without  any  thing  remarkable  happening  but  a  continued  series  of 
bad  weather. 

This  is  an  old  Indian  town,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  French-Creek, on  the  Ohio, 
and  lies  near  N.  about  sixty  miles  from  the  Loggs-Town,  but  more  than  seventy 
the  way  we  were  obliged  to  go. 

We  found  the  French  colours  hoisted  at  a  house  from  which  they  had  driven 
Mr.  John  Frazier,  an  English  subject.  I  immediately  repaired  to  it,  to  know 
where  the  commander  resided »  There  were  three  officers,  one  of  whom,  Captain 
Joncaire,  informed  me  that  he  had  the  command  of  the  Ohio ;  but  that  there  was 
a  general  officer  at  the  near  fort,  where  he  advised  me  to  apply  for  an  answer. 
He  invited  us  to  sup  with  them,  and  treated  us  with  the  greatest  complaisance. 

The  wine,  as  they  dosed  themselves  pretty  plentifully  with  it,  soon  banished 
the  restraint  which  at  first  appeared  in  their  conversation,  and  gave  a  license  to 
their  tongues  to  reveal  their  sentiments  more  freely. 

They  told  me,  that  it  was  their  absolute  design  to  take  possession  of  the  Ohio* 
and  by  G— d  they  would  do  it :  for  that,  although  they  were  sensible  the  English 
could  raise  two  men  for  their  one,  yet  they  knew  their  motions  were  too  slow  and 
dilatory  to  prevent  any  undertaking  of  theirs.  They  pretended  to  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  the  river,  from  a  discovery  made  by  one  La  SoUe  sixty  years 
ago ;  and  the  rise  of  this  expedition  is  to  prevent  our  settling  on  the  river  or 
waters  of  it,  as  they  heard  of  some  families  moving  out  in  order  thereto.  From 
the  best  intelligence  I  could  get,  there  have  been  fifteen  hundred  men  on  this  side 
Ontario  lake.  But  upon  the  death  of  the  general,  all  were  recalled  to  about  six 
or  seven  hundred,  who  wei;e  left  to  garrison  four  forts,  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
thereabouts  in  each.  The  first  of  them  is  on  French-Creek,  near  a  small  lake* 
3  about 
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chap,  i,     Indians,  who  informed  him  that  the  French  had  dispossessed  a 
175*       party  of  workmen  employed  by  the  Ohio  Company  to  erect  a 

fort 


about  sixty  miles  from  Venango,  near  N.  N.  W. :  the  rest  lies  on  Lake  Erie,  where 
the  greater  part  of  their  stores  are  kept,  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  other.  From 
this  it  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  to  the  carrying-place,  at  the  falls  of  Lake 
Erie,  where  there  is  a  small  fort  which  they  lodge  their  goods  at  in  bringing  them 
from  Montreal,  the  place  from  whence  all  their  stores  are  brought.  The  next  fort 
lies  about  twenty  miles  from  this,  on  Ontario  Lake.  Between  this  fort  and  Mon- 
treal there  are  three  others,  the  first  of  which  is  nearly  opposite  to  the  English  fort 
Oswego.  From  the  fort  on  Lake  Erie  to  Montreal  is  about  six  hundred  miles ; 
which,  they  say,  requires  no  more  (if  good  weather)  than  four  weeks  royage,  if 
they  go  in  barks  or  large  vessels,  so  that  they  may  cross  the  lake :  but  if  they 
come  in  canoes,  it  will  require  five  or  six  weeks,  for  they  are  obliged  to  keep 
under  the  shore. 

5th.  Rained  excessively  all  day,  which  prevented  our  travelling.  Captain  Jon- 
caire  sent  for  the  half  king,  as  he  had  but  just  heard  that  he  came  with  me.  He 
affected  to  be  much  concerned  that  I  did  not  make  free  to  bring  them  in  before. 
I  excused  it  in  the  best  manner  of  which  I  was  capable,  and  told  him  I  did  not 
think  their  company  agreeable,  as  I  had  heard  him  say  a  go<*d  deal  in  dispraise  of 
Indians  in  general.  But  another  motive  prevented  me  from  bringing  them  into 
his  company.  I  knew  that  he  was  an  interpreter,  and  a  person  of  very  great  in- 
fluence among  the  Indians,  and  had  lately  used  all  possible  means  to  draw  them 
over  to  his  interest ;  therefore  I  was  desirous  of  giving  him  no  opportunity  that 
could  be  avoided. 

When  they  came  in  there  was  great  pleasure  expressed  at  seeing  them.  He  won- 
dered how  they  could  be  so  near  without  coming  to  visit  him ;  made  several  tri- 
fling presents;  and  applied  liquor  so  fast,  that  they  were  soon  rendered  incapable 
of  the  business  they  came  about,  notwithstanding  the  caution  which  was  given. 

6th.  The  half  king  came  to  my  tent,  quite  sober,  and  insisted  very  much  that 
I  should  stay  and  hear  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  French.  I  fain  would  have  pre- 
vented him  from  speaking  any  thing  till  he  came  to  the  commandant,  but  could 
not  prevail.  He  told  me,  that  at  this  place  a  council-fire  was  kindled,  where  all 
heir  business  with  these  people  was  to  be  transacted ;  and  that  the  management 
of  the  Indian  afiairs  was  left  solely  to  Monsieur  Joncaire.    As  I  was  desirous  of 

knowing 
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fort  on  die  south-eastern  branch  of  the  Ohio,  and  were  them-     chap.l 
selves  then  engaged  in  completing  a  fortification  at  the  conflux       *?** 

ence 


knowing  the  issue  of  this,  I  agreed  to  stay ;  but  sent  our  horses  a  little  way  up 
French-Creek  to  raft  over  and  eiK^mp,  which  I  knew  would  make  it  near 
night* 

About  ten  o'clock  they  met  in  council.  The  king  spoke  much  the  same  as  he 
had  before  done  to  the  general ;  and  offered  the  French  speech-belt  which  had 
before  been  demanded,  with  the  marks  of  four  towns  on  it,  which  Monsieur  Jon- 
caire  refused  to  receive,  but  desired  him  to  carry  it  to  the  fort  to  the  commander. 

7th.  Monsieur  La  Force,  commissary  of  the  French  stores,  and  three  other  sol- 
diers came  over  to  accompany  us  up.  We  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  get  the 
Indians  off  to-day,  as  every  stratagem  had  been  used  to  prevent  their  going  up  ' 
with  me.  I  had  last  night  left  Jobnpavidson  (the  Indian  interpreter)  whom  I 
brought  with  me  from  town,  and  strictly  charged  him  not  to  be  out  of  their  com* 
pany,  as  I  could  not  get  them  over  to  my  tent ;  for  they  had  some  business  with 
Kustaloga,  chiefly  to  know  why  he  did  not  deliver  up  the  French  belt  which  he 
had  in  keeping.  But  I  was  obliged  to  send  Mr.  Gist  over  to-day  to  fetch  them  j 
which  he  did  with  great  persuasion* 

At  twelve  o'clock  we  set  out  for  the  fort,  and  were  prevented  from  arriving  there 
nntil  the  1  Jth,  by  excessive  rains,  snows,  and  bad  travelling  through  many  mires 
and  swamps.  Those  we  were  obliged  to  pass  to  avoid  crossing  the  creek,  which 
was  impossible  either  by  fording  or  rafting,  the  water  was  so  high  and  rapid. 

We  went  over  much  good  land  since  we  passed  Venango,"  and  through  seve- 
ral extensive  and  very  rich  meadows,  one  of  which  I  believe  was  nearly  four  miles* 
b  length,  and  considerably  wide  in  some  places. 

12th.  I  prepared  to  wait  upon  the  commander  early,  and  was  received  and  con- 
ducted to  him  by  the  second  officer  in  command.  I  acquainted  him  with  my  bu- 
siness, and  offered  my  commission  and  letter ;  both  of  which  he  desired  me  to 
keep  until  the  arrival  of  Monsieur  Reparti,  captain  at  the  next  fort,  who  was  sent 
for,  and  expected  every  hour. 

This  commander  is  a  knight  of  the  military  order  of  St.  Lewis,  and  named 

Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre.     He  is  an  elderly  gentleman,  and  has  much  the  air  of  a 

soldier.    He  was  sent  over  to  take  the  command  immediately  upon  the  death  of 

the  late  general,  and  arrived  here  about  seven  days  before  me* 

At 
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chapel     ence  of  the  Aleghany  and  Monongahela  rivers;  and  that  ade- 
1754.       tachment  from  that  place  was  then  on  its  march  towards  the 

Great 


At  two  o'clock  the  gentleman  who  was  sent  for  arrived,  when  I  offered  the 
letter,  &c.  again,  which  they  received,  and  adjourned  into  a  private  apartment  for 
the  captain  to  translate,  who  understood  a  little  English.  After  he  had  done  it, 
the  commander  desired  I  would  walk  in,  and  bring  my  interpreter  to  peruse  and 
correct  it ;  which  I  did. 

13th.  The  chief  officers  retired  to  hold  a  council  of  war;  which  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  taking  the  dimensions  of  the  fort,  and  making  what  observations  I 
could. 

It  is  situated  on  the  south  or  west  fork  of  French-Creek,  near  the  water,  and  is 
almost  surrounded  by  the  creek,  and  a  small  branch  of  it  which  forms  a  kind  of 
island.  Four  houses  compose  the  sides;  the  bastions  are  made  of  piles  driven 
into  the  ground,  standing  more  than  twelve  feet  above  it,  and  sharp  at  top,  with 
port-holes  cut  for  cannon,  and  loop-holes  for  the  small  arms  to  fire  through. 
There  are  eight  six-pound  pieces  mounted  in  each'  bastion,  and  one  piece  of  four 
pound  before  the  gate.  In  the  bastions  are  a  guard -house,  chapel,  doctor's  lodg- 
ing, and  the  commander's  private  store ;  round  which  are  laid  platforms  for  the 
cannon  and  men  to  stand  on.  There  are  several  barracks  without  the  fort,  for  the 
soldiers'  dwelling,  covered,  some  with  bark,  and  some  with  boards,  made  chiefly 
with  logs.    There  are  also  several  other  houses, -such  as  stables,  smiths'  shop,  8cc. 

I  could  get  no  certain  account  of  the  number  of  men  here ;  but,  according  to 
the  best  judgment  I  could  form,  there  are  a  hundred,  exclusive  of  officers,  of  which 
there  are  many.  I  also  gave  orders  to  the  people  who  were  with  me,  to  take  an 
exact  account  of  the  canoes  which  were  hauled  up,  to  convey  their  forces  down  in 
the  spring.  This  they  did,  and  told  fifty  of  birch  bark,  and  a  hundred  and 
seventy  of  pine,  besides  many  others  which  were  blocked  out  in  readiness  for 
being  made. 

14th.  As  the  snow  increased  very  fast,  and  our  horses  daily  became  weaker,  I 
sent  them  off  unloaded,  under  the  care  of  Barnaby  Currin,  and  two  others,  to 
make  all  convenient  dispatch  to  Venango,  and  there  to  wait  our  arrival,  if  there 
was  a  prospect  of  the  river's  freezing :  if  not,  then  to  continue  down  to  Shanapins- 
iown,  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  and  there  to  wait  until  wc  came  to  cross  the  Aleg- 
hany; 
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Great  Meadows.     Open  hostilities  had  not  yet  commenced,  but  chap.  i. 

the  country  was  considered  as  invaded ;  and  several  circum-  rj£7 

stances 


hany ;  intending  myself  to  go  down  by  water,  as  I  had  the  offer  of  a  canoe  or 
two. 

As  I  found  many  plots  concerted  to  retard  the  Indians'  business,  and  prevent 
their  returning  with  me,  I  endeavoured  alt  that  lay  in  my  power  to  frustrate  their 
schemes,  and  hurried  them  on  to  execute  their  intended  design.  They  accord- 
ingly pressed  for  admittance  this  evening;  which  at  length  was  granted  them,  pri- 
vately, to  the  commander  and  one  or  two  other  officers.  The  half  king  told  me 
that  he  offered  the  wampum  to  the  commander,  who  evaded  taking  it,  and  made 
many  fair  promises  of  love  and  friendship;  said  he  wanted  to  live  in  peace  and 
trade  amicably  with  them, — as  a  proof  of  which,  he  would  send  some  goods  im- 
mediately down  to  the  Loggs-Town  for  them.  But  I  rather  think  the  design  of  that 
is,  to  bring  away  all  our  straggling  traders  they  meet  with,  as  I  privately  under- 
stood they  intended  to  carry  an  officer,  &c.  with  them.  And  what  rather  con- 
firms this  opinion,  I  was  inquiring  of  the  commander  by  what  authority  he  had 
made  prisoners  of  several  English  subjects.  He  teld  me  that  the  country 
belonged  to  them ;  that  no  Englishman  had  a  right  to  trade  upon  those  wa- 
ters ;  and  that  he  had  orders  to  make  every  person  prisoner  who  attempted  it  on 
the  Ohio  or  the  waters  of  it. 

I  inquired  of  Captain  Riparti  about  the  boy  that  was  carried  by  this  place,  as  it 
was  done  while  the  command  devolved  on  him,  between  the  death  of  the  late  gene- 
ral and  the  arrival  of  the  present.  He  acknowledged  that  a  boy  had  been  carried 
past,  and  that  the  Indians  had  two  or  three  white  men's  scalps  (I  was  told  at 
Venango  eight),  but  pretended  to  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the  place  where  the 
boy  came  from,  and  all  the  particular  facts,  though  he  had  questioned  him  for 
some  hours  as  they  were  carrying  him  past.  I  likewise  inquired  what  they  had  done 
with  John  Trotter,  and  James  Mac  Clochl an,  two  Pennsylvania  traders,  whom 
they  had  taken,  with  all  their  goods.  They  told  me  that  they  had  been  sent  to 
Canada,  but  were  now  returned  home. 
This  evening  I'received  an  answer  to  his  honour  the  Governor's  letter,  from  the 

commandant. 

15th.    The  commandant  ordered  a  plentiful  store  of  liquor,  provisions,  &c.  to 
be  put  on  board  our  catioe,  and  appeared  to  be  extremely  complaisant,  though  he 

VOL.  II.  »  *'»» 
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stances  were  related  contributing  to  the  opinion  that  this  party 
was  approaching  with  hostile  views.  Among  others  it  was  stated 

that 


was  exerting  every  artifice  which  he  could  invent  to  set  out  Indians  at 
variance  with  us,  to  prevent  their  going  till  alter  our  departure  :  presents, 
rewards,  and  every  thing  which  could  be  suggested  by  him  or  his  officers. 
I  cannot  say  that  ever  in  my  life  I  suffered  so  much  anxiety  as  I  did  in 
this  affair.  I  saw  that  every  stratagem  which  the  most  fruitful  brain  could 
invent  was  practised  to  win  the  half  king  to  their  interest;  and  that  leaving  him 
there  was  giving  them  the  opportunity  they  aimed  at.  I  went  to  the  half  king  and 
pressed  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  go.  He  told  me  that  the  commandant  would 
not  discharge  him  till  the  morning.  I  then  went  to  the  commandant  and  desired 
hiin  to  do  their  business,  and  complained  of  ill-treatment ;  for  keeping  them,  as 
they  were  part  of  my  company,  was  detaining  me.  This  he  promised  not  to 
do,  but  to  forward  my  journey  as  much  as  he  could.  He  protested  he  did  not 
keep  them,  but  was  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  their  stay ;  though  I  soon  found  it 
out.  He  had  promised  them  a  present  of  guns,  &c.  if  they  would  wait  till  the 
morning.  As  I  was  very  much  pressed  by  the  Indians  to  wait  this  day  for  them,  I 
consented,  on  a  promise  that  nothing  should  hinder  them  in  the  morning. 

16th.  The  French  were  not  slack  in  their  inventions  to  keep  the  Indians  this 
day  also.  But  as  they  were  obliged,  according  to  promise,  to  give  the  piesent,  they 
then  endeavoured  to  try  the  power  of  liquor,  which  I  doubt  not  would  have  pre- 
vailed at  any  other  time  than  this :  but  I  urged  and  insisted  with  the  king  so 
closely  upon  his  word,  that  he  refrained,,  and  set  off  with  us  as  he  had  engaged. 

We  had  a  tedious  and  very  fatiguing  passage  down  the  creek.  Several  times 
we  had  like  to  have  been  staved  against  rocks  ;  and  many  times  were  obliged  all 
hands  to  get  out  and  remain  in  the  water  half  an  hour  or  more,  getting  over  the 
shoals.  At  one  place  the  ice  had  lodged,  and  made  it  impassable  by  water;  we  were 
therefore  obliged  to  carry  our  canoe  across  the  neck  of  land,,  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
over.     We  did  not  reach  Venango  till  the  22d,  where  we  met  with  our  horses. 

This  creek  is  extremely  crooked.  I  dare  say  the  distance  between  the  Fort  and 
Venango  cannot  be  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  to  follow  the  me- 
anders. 

$3d.  When  I  got  things  ready  to  set  off,  I  sent  for  the  half  king,  to  know  whe- 
ther 
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that  they  had  left  the  path  some  distance,  and  had  encamped  for     chap.  i. 
the  night  in  a  bottom,  in  a  secret  retired  situation,  as  if  to  se-        nslT 


cure 


ther  he  intended  to  go  with  us  or  by  water.  He  told  me  that  White  Thunder  had 
hurt  himself  much,  and  was  sick  and  unable  to  walk ;  therefore  he  was  obliged  to 
carry  him  down  in  a  canoe.  As  I  found  he  intended  to  stay  there  a  day  or  two, 
and  knew  that  Monsieur  Joncairc  would  employ  every  scheme  to  set  him  against 
the  English,  as  he  had  before  done,  I  told  him  I  hoped  he  would  guard  against  his 
flattery,  and  let  no  fine  speeches  influence  hini  in  their  favour.  He  desired  I  might 
not  be  concerned,  for  he  knew  the  French  too  well  for  anything  to  engage  him  in 
their  favour;  and  that  though  he  could  not  go  down  with  us,  he  yet  would  endeavour 
to  meet  at  the  Forks  with  Joseph  Campbell,  to  deliver  a  speech  for  me  to  carry  to 
his  honour  the  Governor.  He  told  me  he  would  order  the  young  hunter  to  attend 
us,  and  get  provisions,  &c.  if  wanted. 

Our  horses  were  now  so  weak  and  feeble,  and  the  baggage  so  heavy,  (as  we  were 
obliged  to  provide  all  the  necessaries  which  the  journey  would  require,)  that  we 
doubted  much  their  performing  it.  Therefore,  myself  and  others,  except  the  dri- 
vers who  were  obliged  to  ride,  gave  up  our  horses  for  packs,  to  assist  along  with  the 
baggage.  I  put  myself  in  an  Indian  walking-dress,  and  continued  with  them  three 
days,  till  I  found  there  was  no  probability  of  their  getting  home  in  any'reasonable 
time.  The  horses  became  less  able  to  travel  every  day;  the  cold  increased  very  fast; 
and  the  roads  were  becoming  much  worse  by  a  deep  snow  continually  freezing: 
therefore,  as  I  was  uneasy  to  get  back,  to  make  report  of  my  proceedings  to  his 
honour  the  Governor,  I  determined  to  prosecute  my  journey  the  nearest  way 
through  the  woods  on  foot. 

Accordingly  I  left  Mr.  Vanbraam  in  charge  of  our  baggage,  with  money  and 
directions  to  provide  necessaries  from  place  to  place  for  themselves  and  horses,  and 
to  make  the  most  convenient  dispatch  in  travelling. 

I  took  my  necessary  papers,  pulled  off  my  clothes,  and  tied  myself  up  in  a 
watch-coat.  Then,  with  gun  in  hand,  and  pack  on  my  back,  in  which  were  my 
papers  and  provisions,  I  set  out  with  Mr.  Gist,  fitted  in  the  same  manner,  on 
Wednesday  the  26th.  The  day  following,  just  after  we  had  passed  a  place  called 
Murdering-Town,  (where  we  intended  to  quit  the  path,  and  steer  across  the  country 
at  Shannapins-Town),  we  fell  in  with  a  party  of  French  Indians  who  had  lain  in 
wait  for  us. 

©2  One 
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chap.  i.  cure  concealment.  The  Indians  offering  themselves  as  guides, 
n5^  Colonel  Washington  set  out  in  a  dark  rainy  night,  in  the  course 
"umonviUc'  of  which  he  surrounded  and  completely  surprised  the  French 
encampment,  which  was  but  a  few  miles  west  of  the  Great  Mea- 
dows. About  day-break  his  troops  fired,  and  rushed  upon  the 
French,  who  immediately  surrendered ;  one  man  only  escaped ; 
and  Mr.  Jumonville,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  party,  was 

the 


One  of  them  fired  at  Mr.  Gist  or  me  not  fifteen  steps  off,  but  fortunately  missed. 
We  took  this  fellow  into'  custody,  and  kept  him  till  about  nine  o'clock  at  night ; 
then  let  him  go,  and  walked  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  night,  without  making 
any  stop ,  that  we  might  get  the  start  so  far  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  their  pur- 
suit the  next  day,  since  we  were  well  assured  they  would  follow  our  track  as  soon 
as  it  was  light.  The  next  day  we  continued  travelling  till  quite  dark,  and  got  to 
the  river,  about  two  miles  above  Shannapins.  We  expected  to  have  found  the  river 
frozen,  but  it  was  not,  only  about  fifty  yards  from  each  shore:  the  ice  I  sup- 
posed had  broken  up  above,  for  it  was  driving  in  vast  quantities. 

There  was  no  way  for  getting  over  but  on  a  sraft,  which  we  set  about  with  but 
one  poor  hatchet,  and  finished  just  after  sun-setting.  This  was  a  whole  day's 
work  :  we  next  got  it  launched ;  then  went  on  board  of  it  and  set  off:  but  before 
we  were  half  way  over,  we  were  jammed  in  the  ice  in  such  a  manner  that  we  ex- 
pected every  moment  our  raft  to  sink  and  ourselves  to  perish.  I  put  out  my  setting- 
pole  to  try  to  stop  the  raft,  that  the  ice  might  pats  by  5  when  the  rapidity  of  the 
stream  threw  it  with  so  much  violence  against  the  pole,  that  it  jerked  me  out  into  ten 
feet  water.  But  I  fortunately  saved  myself  by  catching  hold  on  one  of  the  raft 
logs.  Notwithstanding  all  our  efforts,  we  could  not  get  to  either  shore;  but  were 
obliged,  as  we  were  near  an  island,   to  quit  our  raft  and  make  to  it. 

The  cold  was  so  extremely  severe,  that  Mr.  Gist  had  all  his  fingers  and  some  of 
his  toes  frozen ;  and  the  water  was  shut  up  so  hard,  that  we  found  no  difficulty  in 
getting  off  the  island  on  the  ice  in  the  morning,  and  went  to  Mr.  Frazier's. 
We  met  here  with  twenty  warriors,  who  were  going  to  the  southward  to  war. 
But  coming  to  a  place  on  the  head  of  the  Great  Kanawa,  where  they  found  seven 
people  killed  and  scalped,  (all  but  one  woman  with  very  light  hair,)  they  turned 

about 
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the  only  person  killed.    The  residue  of  the  regiment  was  now  on     chap.  i. 
its  way  to  join  the  detachment  advanced  in  their  front.    On  the        175* 
march,    Colonel  Frye  died  at  Paterson's-Creek,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  on  Colonel  Washington.     Their  junction  was 
effected  at  the  Great  Meadows  ;  soon  after  which  two  indepen- 
dent companies  of  regulars  arrived  at  the  same  place,  the  one 


about  and  ran  back,  for  fear  the  inhabitants  should  rise  and  take  them  as  the  au- 
thors of  the  murder.  They  report  that  the  bodies  were  lying  about  the  house,  and 
some  of  them  much  torn  and  eaten  by  the  hogs.  By  the  marks  which  were  left, 
they  say  they  were  French  Indians  of  the  Ottoway  nation,  &c.  who  did  it. 

As  we  intended  to  take  horses  here,  and  it  required  some  time  to  find  them,  I 
went  up  about  three  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Yohogany,   to  visit  queen  Aliquippa,. 
who  had  expressed  great  concern  that  we  passed  her  in  going  to  the  Fort.    I  made 
her  a  present  of  a  watch-coat  and  a  bottle  of  rum ;  which  latter  was  thought  much 
the  better  present  of  the  two. 

Tuesday,  the  1st  of  January,  we  left  Mr.  Frazier's  house,  and  arrived  at  Mr, 
Gist's,  at  Monongahela,  the  2d,   where  I  bought  a  horse,  saddle,  &c. 

The  6th  we  met  seventeen  horses  loaded  with  materials  and  stores  for  a  fort  at 
the  Forks  of  Ohio,  and  the  day  after  some  families  going  out  to  settle.  This  day 
wearrived  atWillisVCreek,  after  as  fatiguing  a  journey  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive; 
rendered  so  by  excessive  bad  weather.  From  the  first  day  of  December  to  the  fif- 
teenth, there  was  but  one  day  on  which  it  did  not  rain  or  snow  incessantly;  and 
throughout  the  whole  journey  we  met  with  nothing  but  one  continued  series  of 
cold  wet  weather,  which  occasioned  very  uncomfortable  lodgings ;  especially  after 
we  had  quitted  our  tent,  which  was  some  screen  from  the  inclemency  of  it. 

On  the  llth  I  got  to  Bel  voir,  where  I  stopped  one  day  to  take  necessary  rest, 
and  then  set  out  and  arrived  in  Williamsburg  the  16th;  when  I  waited  upon  his 
honour  the  Governor  with  the  letter  I  had  brought  from  the  French  commandant, 
and  to  give  an  account  of  the  success  of  my  proceedings.  This  I  beg  leave  to  do 
by  offering  the  foregoing  narrative,  as  it  contains  the  most  remarkable  occurrence* 
which  happened  in  my  journey. 

I  hope  what  has  been  said  will  be  sufficient  to  make  your  honour  satisfied  with 
my  conduct;  for  that  was  my  aim  in  undertaking  the  journey,  and  chief  study 
throughout  the  prosecution  of  it. 

5  from 
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chap.  i.  from  South  Carolina,  and  the  other  from  New  York,  making  in 
yfci  the  whole,  for  the  Virginia  regiment  was  not  complete,  some- 
what less  than  four  hundred  effective  men.  The  regular  cap- 
tains objected  to  being  commanded  by  a  provincial  officer;  but, 
under  existing  circumstances,  the  dispute  about  rank  was  waved 
for  the  moment,  and  the  command  rested  with  Colonel  Washing- 
ton. A  small  stockade,  afterwards  called  Fort  Necessity,  was 
erected  at  the  Great  Meadows,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
provisions  from  horses  ;  after  which  the  troops  commenced  their 
march  towards  Fort  du  Quesne,  with  the  intention  of  dislodg- 
ing theF  rench  from  that  place.  They  had  proceeded  to  the  west- 
ernmost foot  of  the  Laurel  Hill,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Fort 
Necessity,  when  intelligence  was  received  which  terminated  their 
march.  They  were  there  met  by  some  friendly  Indians,  who 
informed  them  that  the  enemy  was  rapidly  advancing  as  nume- 
rous as  the  pigeons  in  the  woods.  Among  those  who  brought 
this  information  was  a  very  trusty  chief,  who  had  left  the  fort 
on  the  Ohio  only  two  days  before,  where  he  had  seen  a  consi- 
derable reinforcement  arrive,  and  had  heard  the  intention  de- 
clared of  marching  immediately  to  attack  the  English,  with  a 
corps  composed  of  eighteen  hundred  French  and  four  hundred 
Indians.  This  intelligence  was  corroborated  by  the  information 
already  received  from  deserters  who  had  come  in  a  few  days  be- 
fore, and  had  assured  them  that  a  reinforcement  was  expected. 
The  troops  had  been  without  bread  for  six  days,  and  had  but  a 
very  small  supply  of  meat.  The  enemy  could  approach  within 
five  miles  of  their  position  by  water,  and  might  either  pass  them 
by  a  road  leading  through  the  country  some  distance  from  them, 
6o  as  to  cut  off  all  supplies,  and  starve  them  into  a  surrender,  or 
fight  them  with  a  superiority  of  three  to  one. 

In 
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In  this  hazardous  situation  a  council  of  war  was  called,  and      chap.  i. 
the  officers   unanimously   advised  that  they  should  retire  to        v^k 
the  fort  at  the  Great  Meadows,  where  the  two  roads  united,  and       ,une28, 
the  country  would  not  easily  admit  the  passage  of  an  enemy 
without  being  perceived.     At  that  place  it  was  intended  to  re- 
main till  reinforcements  of  men  and  supplies    of  provisions 
should  arrive. 

In  pursuance  of  this  advice,  Colonel  Washington  retired  to 
Fort  Necessity,  and  began  a  ditch  around  the  stockade.  Before 
it  was  completed,  the  enemy,  supposed  to  amount  to  fifteen 
hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Mons.  de  Villiers,  appear- 
ed, and  immediately  commenced  a  furious  attack  upon  the  fort ; 
where  they  were  received  with  great  intrepidity.  The  Ameri- 
cans fought  partly  within  the  stockade,  and  partly  in  the  sur- 
rounding ditch,  which  was  ready  filled  with  mud  and  water. 
Colonel  Washington  in  person  continued  the  whole  day  on  the 
outside  of  the  fort,  encouraging  the  soldiers  by  his  countenance 
and  example*  The  enemy  fought  under  cover  of  the  trees  and 
high  grass  with  which  the  country  abounded.  The  engagement 
was  continued  with  great  resolution  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  dark,  when  Monsieur  de  Villiers  demanded  a  parley,  and  of- 
fered terms  of  capitulation.  The  proposals  first  made  were  re-  capitation 
jected;  but  in  the  course  of  the  night  articles  were  signed,  by  F°rt  ^CC9mtJt 
which  the  fort  was  surrendered,  on  condition  that  its  garrison 
should  be  allowed  the  honours  of  war  j  should  be  permitted  to  re- 
tain their  arms  and  baggage;  and  to  march  without  molestation 
into  the  inhabited  parts  of  Virginia.  The  capitulation  being  in 
French,  a  language  not  understood  by  Colonel  Washington  or 
any  of  his  party,  and  drawn  up  in  the  night  under  circum- 
3  stances 


of 
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chap,  l     stances  not  admitting  delay,  contains  an  expression  which  was 
n^T     at  ^  time  untruly  translated  by  the  interpreter,  advantage  of 
which  has  since  been  taken  by  the  enemies  of  that  gentleman,  to 
imply  an  admission  on  his  part,  that  the  officer  killed  in  the  ac- 
tion preceding  the  attack  on  the  fort  was  assassinated. 

An  account  of  the  transaction  was  published  by  M  de  Villiers, 
which  drew  from  Colonel  Washington  a  letter  addressed  to  afriend, 
completely  disproving  a  calumny,  which,  though  entirely  discre- 
dited at  the  time,  was  revived  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  cir- 
cumstances well  understood  at  the  date  of  the  transaction  might 
be  supposed  to  be  forgotten*.     The  whole  loss  sustained  by  the 

Americans 


•     *  The  Author  is  indebted  for  the  letter  alluded  to,  to  the  editor  of  the  Lancas- 
ter Journal  :— 
Sir, 

I  am  really  sorry  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  answer  your  request  in  a^nore 
satisfactory  manner.  If  you  had  favoured  me  with  the  journal  a  few  day*  sooner, 
I  would  have  examined  it  carefully,  and  endeavoured  to  point  out  such  errors  as 
might  conduce  to  your  use,  my  advantage,  and  the  public  satisfaction ;  but  now  it 
is  out  of  my  power. 

I  had  no  time  to  make  any  remarks  upon  that  piece  which  is  called  my  journal. 
The  inclosed  are  observations  on  the  French  notes ;  they  are  of  no  use  to  me  se- 
parated, nor  will  they,  I  believe,  be  of  any  to  you ;  yet  I  send  them  unconnected 
and  incoherent  as  they  were  taken,  for  I  have  no  opportunity  to  correct  them. 

In  regard  to  the  journal,  I  can  only  observe  in  general,  that  I  kept  no  regular 
one  during  that  expedition;  rough  minutes  of  occurrences  I  certainly  took,  and  find 
them  as  certainly  and  strangely  metamorphosed;  some  parts  left  out  which  I  re- 
member were  entered,  and  many  things  added  that  never  were  thought  of;  the 
names  of  mei  and  thing3  egTegiously  miscalled,  and  the  whole  of  what  I  saw  En- 
glished is  very  incorrect  and  nonsensical ;  yet  I  will  not  pretend  to*ay  that  the  little 
body  who  brought  it  to  me  has  not  made  a  literal  translation  and  a  good  one. 

Short 
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«■ 


Americans  in  this  affair  is  not  ascertained.    From  a  return  made 
on  the  9th  of  July  at  WillisVCreek,  it  appears  that  the  killed  and 

wounded 


Short  as  my  time  is,  I  cannot  help  remarking  on  Villiers's  account  of  the  battle  of, 
and  transactions  at,  the  Meadows ;  as  it  is  very  extraordinary,  and  not  less  erroneous 
than  inconsistent.  He  says,  the  French  received  the  first  fire  :  it  is  well  known 
that  we  received  it  at  six  hundred  pace*  distance.  He  also  says,  our  fears  obliged 
us  to  retreat  in  the  most  disorderly  manner  after  the  capitulation.  How  is  this- 
consistent  with  his  other  account?  He  acknowledges  that  we  sustained  the  attack 
warmly,  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  dark,  and  that  he  called  first  to  parley;  which 
strongly  indicates  that  we  were  not  totally  absorbed  in  fear.  If  the  gentleman  in 
his  account  had  adhered  to  the  truth,  he  must  have  confessed  that  we  looked  upon 
his  offer  to  parley  as  an  artifice  to  get  into  and  examine  our  trenches,  and  refused 
on  this  account,  till  they  desired  an  officer  might  be  sent  to  them,  and  gave  their 
parole  for  his  safe  return.  He  might  also,  if  he  had  been  as  great  a  lover  of  the 
truth  as  he  was  of  vain-glory,  have  said,  that  we  absolutely  refused  their  first  and 
second  proposals,  and  would  consent  to  capitulate  on  no  other  terms  than  such  as 
we  obtained.  That  we  were  wilfully  or  ignorantly  deceived  by  our  interpreter  in 
regard  to  the  word  assassination,  I  do  aver,  and  will  to  my  dying  moment ;  so  will 
every  officer  that  was  present.  The  interpreter  was  a  Dutchman,  little  acquainted 
with  the  English  tongue,  therefore  might  not  advert  to  the  tone  and  meaning  of 
the  word  in  English  j  but  whatever  his  motives  were  for  so  doing,  certain  it  is,  he 
called  it  the  death  or  the  loss  of  the  Sieur  Jumonville.  So  we  received,  and  so  we 
understood  it,  till  to  our  great  surprise  and  mortification  we  found  it  otherwise  in  a 
literal  translation.  That  we  left  our  baggage  and  horserat  the  Meadows  is  cer- 
tain; that  there  was  not  even  a  possibility  to  bring  them  away  is  equally  certain, 
as  we  had  every  horse  belonging  to  the  camp  killed  or  taken  away  during  the  action, 
so  that  it  was  impracticable  to  bring  any  thing  off  that  our  shoulders  were  nof  able 
to  bear ;  and  to  wait  there  was  impossible,  for  we  had  scarcely  three  days  provisions, 
and  were  seventy  miles  from  a  supply.  Yet  to  say  we  came  off  precipitately  is 
absolutely  false :  notwithstanding  they  did,  contrary  to  articles,  suffer  their  In- 
dians to  pillage  our  baggage,  and  commit  all  kinds  of  irregularity,  we  were  with 
them  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  day ;  we  destroyed  our  powder  and  other  stores,  nay, 
even  our  private  baggage*  to  prevent  its  falling  into  their  hand?,  as  we  could  not 

vol.  u.  b  bring 
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chap,  l      wounded  of  the  Virginia  regiment  amounted  to  fifty-eight ;  but 

r£*        the  loss  of  the  two  independent  companies  is  not  stated.     It  was 

conjectured,  that  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  about  two  hundred 

were  killed  and  wounded,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  conjecture 

does  not  greatly  err. 

Notwithstanding  the  stipulation  that  the  troops  should  be"  un- 
molested on  their  march,  heavy  complaints  were  made  of  their 
being  plundered  and  maltreated  by  the  Indians.  The  cause  of 
their  complaints  was  perhaps  unavoidable ;  for  it  was  always 
found  extremely  difficult  to  secure,  on  the  part  of  these  trouble- 
some allies  and  formidable  enemies,  an  observance  of  engage- 
ments. 

bring  it  off.  When  we  had  got  about  a  mile  from  the  place  of  action,  we  missed 
two  or  three  of  the  wounded,  and  sent  a  party  back  to  bring  them  up  (this  is  the 
party  he  speaks  of).  We  brought  them  all  safe  off,  and  encamped  within  three 
miles  of  the  Meadows.  These  are  circumstances,  I  think,  that  make  it  evidently 
clear,  that  we  were  not  very  apprehensive  of  danger.  The  colours  he  speaks  of  to 
be  left  was  a  large  flag  of  immense  size  and  weight;  our  regimental  colours  were 
brought  off,  and  are  now  in  my  possession.  Their  gasconades  and  boasted  cle- 
mency must  appear  in  the  most  ludicrous  light  to  every  considerate  person  who 
reads  Villiers's  journal ; — such  preparations  for  an  attack,  such  vigour  and  intre- 
pidity as  he  pretends  to  have  conducted  his  march  with,  such  revenge  as,  by  his 
own  account,  appeared  in  his  attack,  considered,  it  will  hardly  be  thought  that 
compassion  was  his  motive  for  calling  a  parley.  But  to  sum  up  the  whole,  Mr. 
VilTiers  pays  himself  no  great  compliment  in  saying  we  were  struck  with  a  panic 
when  matters  were  adjusted :  we  surely  could  not  be  afraid  without  cause,  and  if  we 
had  cause  after  capitulation,  it  was  a  reflection  upon  himself. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  your  good-nature  will  excuse  the  badness  of  my  paper,  and 
the  incoherence  of  my  writing:  think  you  see  me  in  a  public  house,  in  a  crowd, 
surrounded  with  noise,  and  you  hit  my  case.  You  do  me  particular  honour  in  of- 
fering your  friendship \  I  wish  I  may  be  so  happy  as  always  to  merit  it  and  deserve 
your  correspondence,  which  I  should  be  glad  to  cultivate. 

Great 
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Great  credit  was  given  to  Colonel  Washington  by  his  country- 
men for  the  courage  displayed  on  this  occasion ;  and  the  Legisla- 
ture were  so  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  party,  as  to  vote 
their  thanks*  to  him  and  the  officers  under  his  command.  They 
also  gave  three  hundred  pistoles  to  be  distributed  among  the  sol- 
diers engaged  in  the  action,  as  a  reward  for  their  bravery* 

The  regiment  returned  to  Winchester  to  be  recruited ;  and  the 
companies  expected  from  North  Carolina  and  Maryland  having 
arrived,  Governor  Dinwiddie,.  without  attending  to  the  condition 
or  number  of  the  forces,  ordered  them,  on  the  advice  of  council, 
immediately  to  march  over  the  Aleghany  mountains,  either  to  dis- 
possess the  French  of  their  fort,  or  to  build  one  in  some  proper 
place  in  the  country. 

The  little  army  in  Virginia,  which  was  placed  under  the  com-  Aug**. 
mand  of  Colonel  Innes,  from  North  Carolina,  did  not,  as  now 
reinforced,  exceed  half  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  was  un^ 


*  To  the  vote  of  thanks,  the  officers  made  the  following  reply : — 
"  .We,  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  regiment,  are  highly  sensible  of  the  particular 
mark  of  distinction  with  which  you  have  honoured  us,  in  returning  your  thanks 
for  ourbehaviour  in  the  late  action ;  and  cannot  help  testifying  our  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  "  high  sense9'  of  what  we  shall  always  esteem  a  duty  to 
our  country  and  the  best  of  kings. 

"  Favoured  with  your  regard,  we  shall  zealously  endeavour  to  deserve  your  ap<-> 
plause,  and  by  our  future  action*  strive  to  convince  the  worshipful  House  of  Bur- 
gessa,  how  much  we  esteem  their  approbation;  and,  as  it  ought  to  be,  regard  it 
u  tip  voice  of  our  country. 

Signed,  for  the  whole  corpse 
e  g  George  Washxnqton." 

,[  provided 
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chap.  i.  provided  with  the  means  of  moving,  or  with  those  supplies  for  a 
*""n54^  winter  campaign  which  are  so  particularly  necessary  in  the  se- 
vere climate  where  they  were  about  to  act.  With  as  little  con- 
sideration, directions  were  given  for  tho  immediate. completion  of 
the  regiment,  without  furnishing  a  single  shilling  with  which  to 
recruit  a  man.  Although  Virginia  had  long  basked  in  the  sun- 
shine of  peace,  it  seems  difficult  to  account  for  such  inconside- 
rate and  ill-judged  measures.  Colonel  Washington  remonstrated 
strongly  against  these  orders,  but  prepared  as  far  as  possible  to  ex- 
ecute them.  The  Assembly,  however,  having  risen  in  a  few  days, 
without  making  any  provision  whatever  for  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  this  wild  expedition  was  for  the  present  relin- 
quished 

After  the  season  for  action  was  over,  the  Virginia  xegiment 
was  reduced  to  independent  companies ;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  winter,  orders  were  received  for  settling  the  rank  oif  the  offi- 
cers of  His  Majesty's  forces,  when  joined  or  serving  with  the 
provincial  forces  in  North  America;  which  directed,  thait  all  offi- 
cers commissioned  by  the  King,  or  by  his  General  commanding* 
in  chief  in  North  America,  should  take  rank  of  all  officers  com- 
missioned by  the  Governors  of  the  respective  provinces.  And 
further,  that  the  general  and  field-officers  of  the  provincial  troops 
should  have  no  rank  wheii  serving  with  the  general  and'  field- 
officers  commissioned  by  the  Crown :  but  that  all  captain**  and 
other  inferior  officers  of  the  royal  troops  should  take  rank  over 
provincial  officers  of  the  same  degree  having  senior  commiss  ions. 

Though  his  original  attachment  to  a  military  life  had  t  teen 

rather  increased  by  the  applauses  bestowed  on  his  first  essay  in 

2  are  QS, 
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arms,  Colonel  Washington  possessed  too  entirely  the  proud  and  ™larx 
punctilious  feelings  of  a  soldier  to  submit  to  a  degradation  so  1754. 
humiliating  as  this.  Professing  his  unabated  inclination  to  con- 
tinue in  the  service,  he  retired  indignantly  from  it,  and  answer- 
ed the  various  letters  which  he  received,  pressing  him  still  to  hold 
his  commission,  with  assurances  that  he  should  serve  with  plea- 
sure, when  he  should  be  enabled  to  do  so  without  dishonour. 

His  eldest  brother,  Mr.  Lawrence  Washington,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  expedition  against  Carthagena,  had  lately  died 
and  left  him  a  considerable  estate  on  the  Potomack,  which,  in 
compliment  to  the  admiral  who  commanded  the  fleet  engaged 
in  that  enterprise,  by  whom  he  had  been  particularly  noticed, 
he  had  called  Mount  Vernon. 

To  this  delightful  spot  Colonel  Washington  now  withdrew, 
resolving  to  devote  all  his  future  attention  to  the  avocations  of 
private  life. 

This  resolution  was  not  long  maintained.  General  Braddock,  isappoimedaid- 
being  informed  of  his  merit,  his  knowledge  of  the  country  which  neraiBraddock. 
was  to  be  the  theatre  of  action,  and  his  motives  for  retiring 
from  the  service—motives  which  that  officer  could  not  disap- 
prove— gratified  his  desire  to  make  one  campaign  under  a  person 
supposed  to  possess  some  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  by  in- 
viting him  to  enter  into  his  family  as  a  volunteer  and  aid-de- 
camp. This  invitation  colonel  Washington  readily  accepted, 
stipulating  only  for  permission  to  employ  himself  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  private  affairs  till  the  general  should  be  on  his  march, 
and  that  he  might  return  to  them  when  the  active  part  of  the 
campaign  should  be  over.  s 

Colonel 
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chap.  i.  Colonel  Washington  joined  General  Braddock  immediately 
after  his  departure  from  Alexandria,  and  proceeded  with  him 
to  Willis's-Creek,  afterwards  called  Fort  Cumberland,  where  the 
army  was  detained,  waiting  for  waggons,  horses,  and  proper 
supplies  of  provisions,  till  about  the  12th  of  June,  From  his 
knowledge  of  the  service  to  be  performed,  he  very  early  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  using,  to  a  considerable  extent,  pack- 
horses  instead  of  waggons  for  the  baggage  of  the  army.  This 
advice  was  at  first  rejected ;  but  soon  after  the  commencement 
June  of  the  march,  its  propriety  became  too  obvious  to  be  longer 
neglected,  and  considerable  changes  were  made  in  this  respect. 

The  army  consisted  of  two  British  regiments  with  a  few 
corps  of  provincials.     On  the  third  day  after  it  had  moved  from, 
its  ground,  and  had  marched  but  a  little  more  than  ten  miles  from 
Fort  Cumberland,  Colonel  Washington  was  seized  with  a  raging 
fever,  which  absolutely  disabled  him  from  riding  on  horseback* 
Persisting,  however,  in  his  refusal  to  remain  behind  the  troops,, 
he  was  conveyed  with  them  in  a  covered  waggon.     General' 
Braddock,  who  found  the  difficulties  of  the  march,  arising  from 
.   the  badness  of  the  roads,  and  his  long  train  of  waggons,  in- 
finitely greater  than  had  been  expected,  still  continued  privately 
to  consult  Colonel  Washington  respecting  the  measuresit  would 
now  be  most  proper  to  pursue.     Retaining  his  first  impressions 
on  the  manner  of  conducting  the  march,  he  strenuously,  urged 
the  general  to  leave  his  heavy  artillery  and  baggage  behind'  with 
the  rear  division  of  the  army,  to  follow  by  slow  and  easy 
marches,  and  to  press  forward  himself  as  expeditiously  as  pos- 
sible to  Fort  du  Quesne  with  a  chosen  body  of  troops,  some 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  stores  of  absolute  and  immediate 
6  necessity*. 
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necessity.  The  reasons  urged  by  him  in  support  of  this  advice  chap.  i. 
were,  that,  according  to  all  their  intelligence,  the  French  were  1755. 
at  present  weak  on  the  Ohio,  but  hourly  expected  reinforce- 
ments ;  that  during  the  present  excessive  drought,  those  rein- 
forcements could  not  arrive  with  the  necessary  quantity  of  pro- 
visions and  other  supplies,  because  the  river  La  Beuf,  on  which 
they  must  necessarily  be  brought  to  Venango,,  did  not  afford 
water  enough  to  admit  of  their  portage  down  it.  By  a  rapid 
movement,  therefore,  k  was  extremely  probable  that  the  fort 
might  be  reached  with  a  sufficient  force  to  carry  it  before  the 
arrival  of  the  looked-for  aid:  but  if  this  measure  was  not 
adopted,  such  were  the  delays  attendant  on  the  march  of  the 
whole  army,  that  rains  sufficient  to  raise  the  waters  might  rea- 
sonably be  counted  on,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  French  would 
probably  be  collected  for  their  reception ;  a  circumstance  which 
might  render  the  success  of  the  expedition  extremely  doubtful 

This  advice  accorded  well  with  the  temper  of  the  commander 
in  chief ;  and  it  was  determined  in  a  council  held  at  the  Little 
Meadows,  that  twelve  hundred  men,  selected  from  the  different 
corps,  to  be  commanded  by  General  Braddock  in  person,  ac-  ' 
companied  by  Sir  Peter  Halket,  now  acting  as  brigadier,  the 
Lieutenant-colonels  Gage  and  Burton,  and  by  Major  Sparke, 
should  advance  with  the  utmost  expedition  against  Fort  du 
Quesne.  They  were  to  take  with  them  only  such  waggons  as 
the  train  would  absolutely  require,  and  to  carry  their  provisions 
and  necessary  baggage  on  horses.  Colonel  Dunbar  and  Major 
Chapman  were  to  remain  with  the  residue  of  the  two  regiments 
and  all  the  heavy  baggage. 

This 


32  THE    LIFE    OF 

chap,  l  This  select  corps  commenced  its  march  with  only  thirty  car- 
n£T  riages,  including  ammunition  waggons,  and  these  strongly 
horsed.  The  hopes,  however,  which  had  been  entertained  of 
the  celerity  of  its  movements  were  not  fulfilled.  a  I  found," 
said  Colonel  Washington,  in  a  letter  written  during  the  march, 
to  his  brother,  "  that  instead  of  pushing  on  with  vigour,  with- 
out regarding  a  little  rough  road,  they  were  halting  to  level 
every  molehill,  and  to  erect  bridges  over  every  brook."  By 
these  means  they  employed  four  days  in  reaching  the  great 
crossings  of  the  Yohogany,  only  nineteen  miles  from  the  Little 
Meadows. 

Here  the  situation  of  Colonel  Washington,  and  the  medicine 
which  had  been. administered  to  him,  rendered  it  indispensable 
for  him  to  stop.  The  physician  declared  that  his  life  would  be 
endangered  by  continuing  with  the  army ;  and  General  Brad- 
dock  ordered  him  absolutely  to  remain  at  this  camp,  with  a 
small  guard  left  for  his  protection,  till  the  arrival  of  Colonel 
Dunbar.  These  orders  he  very  reluctantly  obeyed,  having  first 
obtained  from  the  general  a  solemn  promise  that  means  should 
be  used  to  bring  him  up  with  the  detachment  in  front,  before  it 
reached  Fort  du  Quesne. 

jay  «,  The  day  before  the  action  of  the  Monongahela*  he  rejoined 
the  general  in  a.  covered  waggon.  Though  very  weak,  he  i*xw 
mediately  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  station. 


*  An  account  of  which  has  been  given  in  vol.  l.  p.  314. 
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In  a  very  short  time  after  the  action  had  commenced  he  was  the  chap^ 
only  aid  remaining  alive  and  unwounded.  On  him  alone  de-  in- 
volved, in  an  engagement  with  marksmen  who  selected  officers* 
and  especially  those  on  ahorseback,  for  their  objects,  the  whole 
duty  of  carrying  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief.  Under 
these  difficult  circumstances  he  manifested  that  coolness,  that 
self-possession  and  fearlessness  of  danger  which  ever  distin- 
guished him,  and  which  are  so  necessary  to  the  character  of  a 
consummate  soldier.  He  had  two  horses  killed  under  him,  and 
four  balls  through  his  coat ;  but,  to  the  astonishment  of  all,  es- 
caped unhurt,  while  every  other  officer  on  horseback  was  either 
killed  or  wounded.  "  I  expected  every  jnoment,"  says  an  eye- 
witness*,." to  see  him  fall."  His  duty  and  situation  exposed  him 
to  every  danger.  Nothing  but:  the  superintending  care  of  Pro* 
yidence  could  have  saved  him  from  the  fate  of  all  around  him* 

At  length,  after  an  action  of  near  three  hours,  General  Brad-    &*«*  *4 

°  death  of  . 

dock,  under  whom  three  horses  had  been  killed,  received  a  BwWock 
martfd  wound,  and  his  troops  gave  way  in  all  directions.  The 
efforts  made  to  rally  them  were  ineffectual  till  they  had  crossed 
the  Monongahela;  when,  being  no  longer  pursued  by  the  enemy,, 
for  the  Indians  were  stopped  by  the  plunder,  they  halted,  and. 
were  again  formed.  The  general  was  brought  off  in  a  small  , 
ttimbril  by  Colonel  Washington,  Captain  Stewart  of  his  guards, 
and  his  servant.  Colonel  Washington  was  immediately  dis- 
patched to  Dunbar's  camp,  to  have  some  comfortable  provision*. 
» prepared  for  the  defeated  army ;  which  place  he  reached  the, 


*  Doctor  Craik. 

voju  u.  f  next 
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chap.  i.     next  evening,  and  was  soon  followed  by  the  remnant  of  the 

1755.       troops.     On  their  arrival,  all  the  stores,  except  those  necessary 

for  immediate  use,  were  destroyed.     General  Braddock  died  at 

this  place;  and  Colonel  Dunbar,  a  short  time  afterwards,  marched 

the  remaining  regular  troops  to  Philadelphia,  to  go  into  what 

Auguft.      he  termed  winter-quarters* 

Colonel  Washington  was  greatly  disappointed  and  disgusted 
with  the  conduct  of  the  regular  troops  on  this  occasion.  In  his 
letter  to  Lieutenant-governor  Dinwiddie,  giving  an  account  of 
the  acticta,  he  says,  "  They  were  struck  with  such  an  incon- 
ceivable panic,  that  nothing  but  confusion  and  disobedience  of 
orders  prevailed  among  them.  The  officers  in  general  behaved 
with  incomparable  bravery;  for  which  they  greatly  suffered, 
there  being  upwards  of  sixty  killed  and  wounded,-— a  large  pro- 
portion out  of  what  we  had. 

*  The  Virginia  companies  behaved  like  men,  and  died  like 
soldiers ;  for  I  believe,  out  of  three  companies  on  the  ground  that 
day,  scarcely  thirty  men  were  left  alive.  Captain  Peronny  and  all 
his  officers,  down  to  a  corporal,  were  killed.  Captain  Poukon 
had  almost  as  hard  a  fate,  for  only  one  of  his  escaped. 

u  In,  short,  the  dastardly  behaviour  of  the  regular  troops,  so 
called,  exposed  those  who  were  inclined  to  do  their  duty  to  al- 
most certain  death ;  and  at  length,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  the 
contrary,  they  broke,  and  ran  as  sheep  before  hounds,  leaving 
the  artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  baggage,  and,  in  short, 
every  thing,  a  prey  to  the  enemy  j  and  when  we  endeavoured  to 
rally  them,  in  hopes  of  regaining  the  ground,  and  what  we  had 
1  left 
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left  upon  it,  it  was  with  as  little  success  as  if  we  had  attempted     chap,  l 
to  have  stopped  the  wild  bears  of  j^ie  mountains,  or  the  rivulets        1755. 
with  our  feet ;  for  they  would  break  by  in  spite  of  every  effort 
to  prevent  it*." 

Colonel  Washington  had  for  some  time  been  considered  as  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  Virginia  in  the  military  line,  and  his  re- 
putation grew  with  every  occasion  for  exertion  which  presented 
itself.     His  conduct  in  this  battle  was  universally  extolled ;  and 
the  common  opinion  of  his  countrymen  was,  that,  had  his  ad- 
vice been  pursued,  the  destruction  of  the  day  had  been  avoided. 
The  Assembly,  which  was  in  session  when  the  intelligence  of 
this  defeat,  and  of  the  abandonment  of  the  colony  by  Colonel 
Dunbar,  was  received,  felt  the  necessity  of  levying  troops  for 
their  defence ;  and  it  was  determined  to  raise  a  regiment,  to  con- 
sist of  sixteen  companies.    The  command  of  this  regiment  was  Au«m^ 
offered  to  Colonel  Washington,  who  was  also  designated  in  his  inponUa" 
commission  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  raised,  command  of  a 
and  to  be  raised,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia ;  and  had  the  uncom- 
mon privilege  of  naming  his  own  field  officers. 

Retaining  still  his  prepossessions  in  favour  of  a  military  life, 
and  believing  that  he  might  now  re-enter  the  service  without 


*  In  another  letter  he  gays,  €€  We  have  been  beaten— shamefully  beaten— 
shamefully  beaten  by  a  handful  of  men,  who  only  intended  to  molest  and  distuib 
our  march !  Victory  was  their  smallest  expectation.  But  see  the  wondrous' works 
of  Providence — the  uncertainty  of  human  things !  We,  but  a  few  moments  be- 
fore,  believed  our  numbers  almost  equal  to  ttie  force  of  Canada ; — they  only  tic* 
pected  to  annoy  us.  Yet,  contrary  to  all  expectation  and  human  probability*  a*4 
even  to  the  common  course  of  things,  we  were  totally  defeated,  and  have  sus- 
tained the  loss  of  every  thing !" 

f  2  disgrace, 
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chap.  i.     disgrace,  he  cheerfully  accepted  the  appointment  offered  him  by 
his  country. 


1755. 


October. 


Extreme  dis- 
tress of  the 

frontiers. 


Having  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  recruiting 
service,  he  set  out  himself  to  visit  the  posts,  and  organize  the 
remaining  troops  of  Virginia,  who  were  dispersed  in  small  par- 
ties over  an  extensive  frontier.    These  posts  were  put  in  the  best 
state  of  defence  they  would  admit  of,  particularly  by  cutting 
down  and  removing  the  trees  which  might  cover  an   enemy 
attacking  them.     Having  performed  this  duty,  he  set  out  for 
Williamsburg,  in  order  to  arrange  with  the  Lieutenant-governor 
the  future  plan  of  operations ;  and  to  impress,  as  well  on  him 
as  on  the  leading  men  of  the  .colony,  the  vast  importance  pf  de- 
vising proper  means  to  retain  the  few  Indians  not  yet  detached 
from  the  interest  of  the  English  by  the  French ;  the  necessity  of 
a  more  effectual  militia  law ;  and  of  an  act  to  establish  a  com- 
plete system  of  martial  law  among  the  troops  in  the  regular 
service.    While  on  the  way,  he  was  overtaken  below  Fredericks- 
burg by  an  express,  with  the  intelligence  that  a  large  number 
of  French  and  Indians,  divided,  as  was  their  custom,  into  seve- 
ral parties,  had  broken  up  the  back  settlements ;  were  murder- 
ing and  capturing  men,  women,  and  children ;  burning  their 
houses,  and  destroying  their  crops.  The  troops  stationed  among 
them  for  their  protection  were  unequal  to  that  duty;  and,  in- 
stead of  being  able  to  afford  the  aid  expected  from  them,  were 
themselves  blocked  up  in  their  forts.     Colonel  Washington  has- 
tened back  to  Winchester,  where  he  found  the  utmost  confusion 
and  alarm  prevailing.     He  endeavoured  to  raise  the  militia,  and 
to  lead  them  immediately  against  the  enemy :  but  more  atten- 
tive to  their  particular  situation  than  the  general  danger,  they 
5  could 
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could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  leave  their  families.     The  back  in-     chap.  i. 
habitants,  instead  of  assembling  in  arms,  and  obtaining  safety        1755. 
by  meeting  the  enemy,  fled  into  the  lower  country,  and  increased 
the  general  terror.     In  this  state  of  things  he  endeavoured  to  Exertions  of 
collect  and  arm  the  men  who  had  abandoned  their  houses,  and  'mgton  to  aug- 

m  m  xnent  the  regu- 

removed  their  wives  and  children  to  a  distance  from  the  scene  fer  force  of  the 

colony. 

of  desolation  and  carnage  exhibited  on  the  frontiers :  he  gave 
too  the  most  pressing  orders  to  the  newly  appointed  officers,  of 
whose  inattention  to  duty  he  greatly  complained,  to  hasten  their 
recruits;  and  directed  the  county-lieutenants  below  the  Blue 
Ridge  to  order  their  militia  immediately  to  Winchester ;  but 
before  these  orders  could  be  executed,  the  party  which  had  done 
So  much  mischief,  and  excited  such  alarm,  recrossed  the  Aleg- 
hany  mountains  with  impunity.  The  commander  in  chief,  who 
was  under  the  necessity  of  attending  personally  to  every  de- 
partment, was  for  some  time  incessantly  employed  in  making 
the  most  judicious  disposition  of  the  recruits  for  the  protection 
of  the  country,  in  obtaining  for  them  the  necessary  supplies, 
and  in  establishing  the  general  principles  of  discipline, — especi- 
ally the  necessity  of  an  exact  obedience  of  orders. 

Early  in  the  ensuing  spring  the*  enemy,  invited  by  the  sue-      n56. 
cess  of  the  preceding  year,  made  another  irruption  into  the  in-         p 
habited   country,    and  did  great  mischief.     The  number  of 
troops  on  the  regular  establishment  was  totally  insufficient  for  J 

the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  obtain  effective  service  from  the  militia.  The  Indians,  di- 
vided into  small  parties,  concealed  themselves  with  so  much 
dexterity  as  seldom  to  be  perceived  till  the  blow  was  struck. 
Their  murders  were  frequently  committed  in  the  very  neigh- 
bourhood 
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chap. i.  bourhood  of  the  forts;  and  the  detachments  from  the  garrisons, 
1756.  which  were  employed  in  scouring  the  country,  were  generally 
eluded,  or  attacked  to  advantage.  In  one  of  these  skirw 
mishes  immediately  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  stockade,  the 
Americans  were  totally  routed,  and  Captain  Mercer  killed* 
Such  was  the  confidence  of  the  enemy,  that  the  smaller  forts 
were  very  frequently  assaulted,  and  they  had  repeated  skir- 
mishes *  with  such  scouting  parties  as  they  fell  in  with.  The 
people  either  abandoned  the  country,  or  attempted  to  secure 
themselves  in  small  stockade  forts  where  they  were  in  great 
distress  for  provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition;  were  often 
surrounded,  and  sometimes  cut  off.  With  this  state  of  thing! 
Colonel  Washington  was  deeply  affected.  "  I  see  their  situa- 
tion," said  he  in  a  letter-  to  the  Lieutenant-governor,  "  know 
their  danger,  and  participate  in  their  sufferings,  without  having 
it  in  my  power  to  give  them  further  relief  than  uncertain  pro- 
mises. In  short,  I  see  inevitable  destruction  in  so  clear  a  light; 
that,  unless  vigorous  measures  are  taken  by  the  Assembly,  and 
speedy  assistance  sent  from  below,  the  poor  inhabitants  now  in 
forts  must  unavoidably  fall,  while  the  remainder  are  flying 
before  the  barbarous  foe.  In  fine,  the  melancholy  situation  of 
the  people,  the  little  prospect  of  assistance,  the  gross  and  scan- 
dalous abuses  cast  upon  the  officers  in  general,  which  is  reflect- 


*  Tn  one  of  these  skirmishes  Mr.  Donville,  an  ensign  in  the  French  service, 
was  killed,  and  in  his  pocket  were  found  the  orders  given  him  by  Dumas,  the 
commandant  on  the  Ohio,  in  which  he  was  directed  to  pass  Fort  Cumberland,  to 
harass  the  convoys;  and,  if  possible,  to  burn  the  magazines  at  Conogagee. — To 
the  honour  of  Dumas,  particular  instructions  were  given,  to  restrain  the  Indians, 
as  far  as  should  be  in  his  power,  from  murdering  those  who  should  fall  into  their 
hands.    Unfortunately,  obedience  to  such  orders  could  seldom  be  enforced. 

ing 
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ing  on  me  in  particular,  for  suffering  misconduct  of  such  extra*  chap,  l 
ordinary  kind ;  and  the  distant  prospect,  if  any,  of  gaining  re-  um 
jmtation  in  the  service,  cause  me  to  lament  the  hour  that  gave 
me  a  commission,  and  would  induce  me,  at  any  other  time 
than  this  of  imminent  danger,  to  resign,  without  one  hesitating 
moment,  a  command,  from  which  I  never  expect  to  reap  either 
honour  or  benefit : — but,  on  the  contrary,  have  almost  an  abso- 
lute certainty  of  incurring  displeasure  below,  while  the  mur- 
der of  helpless  families  may  be  laid  to  my  account  here. 

u  The  supplicating  tears  of  die  women,  and  moving  petitions 
of  the  men,  melt  me  with  such  deadly  sorrow,  that  I  solemnly 
declare,  if  I  know  my  own  mind,  I  eould  offer  myself  a  willing: 
sacrifice  to  the  butchering  enemy,  provided  that  would  contri- 
bute to  the  people's  ease-'1 

Colonel  Washington  had  been  prevented  from  taking  post  at 
Fort  Cumberland,  the  extreme  position  towards  the  enemy  held 
by  the  Americans,  where  the  largest  number  of  troops  were  sta- 
tioned, by  an  unfortunate  and  extraordinary  difficulty,  grow- 
ing out  of  an  obscurity  iir  the  royal  orders,  respecting  the  rela- 
tive rank  of  officers  eommissioned  by  the  king,  and  those  com- 
missioned by  his  governor.     A  captain  Dagworthy,  who  was  at 
that  place,  and  of  the  former  description,  insisted  on  taking  the 
command,  although  it  had  been  committed  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Stevens ;  and,  on  die  same  principle,  contested  the  rank  of  Co- 
Jbnel  Washington  also.     He  was  at  this  distressing  time  at  Win- 
chester, where  there  were  public  stores  to  a  considerable  amount 
with  only  about  fifty  men  to  guard  them.     A  council  of  war 
was  called,  to.  determine  whether  he  should,  at  the  head  of  this 

small 
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chap,  i  small  body,  march  to  some  of  the  nearest  forts,  and,  uniting 
1756.  with  their  petty  garrisons,  risk  an  action  with  the  enemy,  or, 
wait  till  the  militia  could  be  raised.  It  was  unanimously  ad- 
vised to  continue  at  Winchester,  to  protect  the  public  stores 
and  the  inhabitants  of  that  place.  Lord  Fairfax,  who  command- 
ed the  militia  of  that  and  the  adjacent  counties,  had  ordered 
them  to  his  assistance ;  but  they  were  slow  in  turning  out,  and 
he  complained  that  thi;ee  days'  unremitting  exertion  in  Frederick 
could  only  produce  twenty  men. 

The  incompetency  of  the  military  force  to  the  defence  of  the 
country  had  become  so  obvious,  that  the  Assembly  determined 
to  augment  the  regiment  to  fifteen  hundred  men,  by  adding  to 
the  number  of  privates  in  each  company :  and,  as  it  had  become 
apparently  impraticable  to  complete  it  by  voluntary  enlistment, 
orders  were  given  to  draft  the  men  required  out  of  the  militia, 
and  that  the  drafts  should  serve  till  the  following  December, 

Colonel  Washington  urged  strongly  on  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses, in  a  letter  addressed  to  their  Speaker,  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  regiment  still  further  to  two  thousand  men,  a  less 
number  than  which  could  not  possibly,  in  his  opinion,  be  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  very  extensive  frontier  of  Virginia,  if  the  pre- 
sent defensive  system  should  be  adhered  to  ;  and  he  expressed 
his  apprehensions  that,  without  artillery  and  engineers,  or  as- 
sistance from  Britain  or  the  neighbouring  colonies,  they  would 
be  unable  to  act  offensively,  and  to  drive  the  French  from 
Fort  du  Quesne,  which  was  said  to-  be  regularly  fortified.  To 
demonstrate  the  truth  of  the  proposition, — that  less  than  two_ 
thousand  men  could  afford  no  real  protection  to  the  country,— -^ 
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he  drew  a  picture  of  their  actual  situation,  and  stated  the  num-  chap.  i. 
ber  of  men  that  would  be  necessary  to  garrison  the  chain  of  n-^ 
forts,  which  must  be  indispensably  kept  up,  so  long  as  the  French 
maintained  their  position  on  the  Ohio,  In  making  this  state- 
ment, he  observed  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  inhabitants 
forted  in  on  the  south  branch  of  Potowmack,  the  North  Moun- 
tain, near  Winchester,  had  become  the  frontier ;  and  that,  with- 
out effectual  aid,  the  inhabitants  would  even  pass  the  Blue 
Ridge.  He  also  recommended  a  fort  at  Winchester ;  and  that 
the  regiment  should  be  organized  into  two  battalions,  to  consist 
of  ten  companies  of  one  hundred  men  each.  His  propositions, 
except  that  for  increasing  the  regiment  to  two  thousand  men, 
were  generally  acceded  to.  In  this  letter  he  observed,  that  the 
woods  seemed  "  alive  with  French  and  Indians  ;"  and  again  de- 
scribed so  feelingly  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the 
Assembly  requested  the  Governor  to  order  out  half  the  militia 
of  the  adjoining  counties  to  their  relief:  and  the  Attorney-gene- 
ral, Mr.  Peyton  Randolph,  formed  a  company  of  one  hundred 
gentlemen,  who  engaged  as  volunteers  to  make  the  campaign. 
Ten  well-trained  woodmen  or  Indians  would  have  rendered 
more  service. 

The  distress  of  the  country  increased.  Winchester,  as  had 
been  foreseen,  became  almost  the  only  settlement  on  the  north- 
ern frontier  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge ;  and  fears  were  entertained 
that  the  enemy  would  soon  pass  even  these  mountains,  and  ra- 
vage the  country  below  them.  Express  after  express  was  sent 
to  hasten  the  militia,  but  sent  in  vain.  At  length,  laden  with 
plunder,  prisoners,  and  scalps,  the  French  and  their  savage  allies 
returned,  about  the  last  of  April,  to  Fort  Du  Quesne. 

vol.  ii.  g  Some    \ 
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chap,  l  Some  short  time  after  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  the  miHtia  ap- 
i7j(>.  peared,  and  strengthened  the  different  posts.  The  country  was 
now  searched,  and  the  best  dispositions  made  to  repel  another 
invasion.  The  fort  at  Winchester  was  commenced  ;  which,  in 
honour  of  the  general  who  was  ordered  to  take  the  command  of 
the  British  troops  in  America,,  was  called  Fort  Loudoun ;  and 
die  perpetual  remonstrances  of  Colonel  Washington  to  the  As- 
sembly were  at  length  so  far  successful,  that  the  laws  for  the 
government  of  its  forces  were  rendered  rather  more  efficient. 

Instead  of  adopting,  in  the  first  instance,  that  military  code 
which  experience  had  matured,,  occasional  acts  were  made  to 
remedy  particular  evils  as  they  occurred;  in  consequence  of 
which,  a  state  of  insubordination  was  greatly  protracted,  and 
the  difficulties  of  the  commanding  officer  increased.  Slight  pe- 
nalties were  at  first  annexed  to  very  serious  military  offences ; 
and  when  at  length  an  act  was  obtained  to  punish  mutiny  and 
desertion  with  death,  such  crimes  as  cowardice  in  action,  and 
sleeping  on  a  post,  were  omitted  to  be  inserted.  It  was  left  im- 
possible to  hold  a  general  court-martial  without  an  order  from  the 
Governor ;  and  the  commanding  officer  was  not  at  liberty  to 
make  those  arrangements  which  his  own  observations  suggested, 
but  was  shackled  by  the  control  of  those  who  could  neither  judge 
as  correctly  t  nor  be  as  well  informed  as  himself. 

These  errors  of  a  government  totally  unused  to  war,  were 
gradually  but  not  entirely  corrected. 

The  militia  were  retained  in  service  till  harvest,  and  then  dis- 
charged.    Successive  incursions  into  the  country  were  made  by 
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small  predatory  parties  of  French  and  Indians,  who  murdered  chap.  i. 
the  defenceless  wherever  found,  and  kept  up  a  continual  alarm.  me. 
In  Pennsylvania  the  inhabitants  were  driven  as  far  as  Carlisle ; 
and  in  Maryland,  Fredericktown  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  became  a  frontier.  With  all  the  exertions  which  had  been 
made,  the  Virginia  regiment  did  not  yet  amount  to  one  thou- 
sand men ;  and  with  this  small  force,  aided  occasionally  by  mi- 
litia, Colonel  Washington  was  to  defend  a  frontier  nearly  four 
hundred  miles  in  extent,  and  to  complete  a -chain  of  forts  which 
might  conduce  to  tliat  object.  He  repeatedly  urged  the  neces- 
sity and  propriety  of  abandoning  Fort  Cumberland,  which  was 
too  far  in  advance  of  the  settlements,  and  too  far  north  to  be 
useful ;  while  it  required  for  its  defence  a  larger  portion  of  his 
force  than  could  be  spared,  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  safety 
of  other  more  advantageous  positions.  The  Governor,  however, 
thought  it  improper  to  abandon  it,  since  it  was  a  King's  fort ; 
and  Lord  Loudoun,  on  being  consulted,  gave  the  same  opinion. 

Among  the  subjects  of  extreme  chagrin  to  the  commander  of 
the  Virginia  troops,  was  the  practice  of  desertion.  It  had  be- 
come very  prevalent,  and  was  in  a  considerable  degree  ascribed 
to  the  too  great  and  ill-judged  parsimony  of  the  Assembly.  Only 
eightpence  per  day  was  allowed  to  the  soldiers,  out  of  which 
twopence  was  stopped  for  clothes.  This  pay  was  inferior  to 
what  was  allowed  on  every  other  part  of  the  continent ;  and,  as 
ought  to  have  been  foreseen,  great  discontents  were  excited  by 
a  distinction  so  very  invidious.  The  remonstrances  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  possessed  great  and  deserved  influence, 
at  length,  in  some  degree,  corrected  this  mischief,  and  a  full 

G  2  suit 


44  THE    LIPE    OP 

chap,  l     suit  of  regimentals  was  allowed,  without  deducting  its  price 
i75e.       from  the  daily  pay  of  the  soldier. 

This  campaign  furnished  no  event  which  can  interest  the 
reader,  or  adorn  the  page  of  history :  yet  the  duties  of  the 
officer,  though  minute,  were  arduous ;  and  the  sufferings  of 
the  people  beyond  measure  afflicting.  It  adds  one  to  the  many 
evidences  which  have  been  afforded  of  the  miseries  to  be  suffered 
by  those  who  defer  preparing  the  means  of  defence  till  the  mo- 
ment when  they  ought  to  be  efficiently  used ;  and,  then,  rely  al- 
most entirely  on  a  force  neither  adequate  to  the  danger  nor  of 
equal  continuance  with  it. 

It  is  also  an  interesting  fact  to  those  who  know  the  present 
situation  of  Virginia,  and  the  active  force  she  could  now  em- 
ploy, that  so  lately  as  in  the  year  1756  the  Blue  Ridge  had  be- 
come her  frontier,  and  that  she  found  immense  difficulty  ii> 
completing  a  single  regiment  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from 
the  horrors  of  the  scalping-knife,  and  the  still  greater  horrors, 
of  being  led  into  captivity  by  Indians,  who  too  often  inflicted 
death  by  torture. 

So  soon  as  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from 
the  settlements,  a  tour  was  made  by  Colonel  Washington  to  the 
south-western  frontier,  in  order  to  examine,  in  person,  the  state 
of  things  in  that  quarter.  There,  as  well  as  to  the  north,  con- 
tinual incursions  were  made,  and  murders  committed;  and 
there,  too,  the  principal  defence  of  the  country  was  intrusted  to 
an  ill-regulated  militia*    The  fatal  consequences  of  this  system 
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are  thus  stated  by  him  in  a  letter  to  the  Lieutenant-governor:     chap.i. 
44  The  inhabitants  are  so  sensible  of  their  danger,  if  left  to  the        nte. 
protection  of  these  people,  that  not  a  man  will  stay  at  his  place. 
This  I  have  from  their  own  mouths,  and  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  Augusta  county.     The  militia  are  under  such  bad  order 
and  discipline,  that  they  will  come  and  go  when  and  where  they 
please,  without  regarding  time,  their  officers,  or  the  safety  of 
the  inhabitants ;  but  consulting  solely  their  own  inclinations. 
There  should  be,  according  to  your  honour's  orders,  one  third 
of  the  militia  of  these  parts  on  duty  at  a  time.     Instead  of  that, 
scarce  one-thirtieth  is   out.      They    are  to  be  relieved  every 
month,  and  they  are  a  great  part  of  that  time  marching  to  and 
from  their  stations  ;  and  they  will  not  wait  one  day  longer  than 
the  limited  time,  whether  relieved  or  not,  however  urgent  the 
necessity  for  their  continuance  may  be."     Some  instances  of 
this,  and  of  gross  misbehaviour,  were  then  enumerated ;  after 
which  he  pressed  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  re- 
gulars to  two  thousand  men. 

After  returning  from  this  tour  to  Winchester,  he  gave  the 
Lieutenant-governor  a  statement  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
found  the  country,  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  "  From 
Fort  Trial,"  said  he,  "  on  Smith's  River,  I  returned  to  Fort 
William  on  the  Catawba,  where  I  met  Colonel  Buchannan  with 
about  thirty  men,  chiefly  officers,  to  conduct  me  up  Jackson's 
River  along  the  range  of  forts.  With  this  small  company  of 
irregulars,  with  whom  order,  regularity,  circumspection,  and 
Tigilance,  were  matters  of  derision  and  contempt,  we  set  out, 
and,  by  the  protection  of  Providence,  reached  Augusta  court- 
house in  seven  days,  without  meeting  the  enemy ;  otherwise  we 
4  must 
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.  chap.  i.     must  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  indiscretion  of  these  hooping, 
•    i75&        hallooing,  gentlemen  soldiers.      This  jaunt  afforded  me  great 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  bad  regulation  of  the  militia,  the  dis- 
orderly proceedings  of  the  garrisons,  and  the  unhappy  circum- 
stances of  the  inhabitants. 

"  First,  of  the  militia. — The  difficulty  of  collecting  them  on 
any  emergency  whatever,  I  have  spoken  of  as  grievous ;  and 
appeal  to  sad  experience,  both  in  this  and  other  countries,  to 
attest  how  great  a  disadvantage  it  is  ;  the  enemy  having  every 
opportunity  to  plunder,  kill,  and  escape,  before  they  can  afford 
any  assistance.     And,  not  to  mention  the  general  expensiveness 
of  their  service,  I  can  instance  several  cases  where  a  captain, 
lieutenant,  and,  I  may  add,  an  ensign,  with  two  or  three  ser- 
geants, have  gone  upon  duty  with  only  six  or  eight  men.     The 
proportion  of  expense  in  this  case  is  so  unjust  and  obvious,  that 
your  honour  cannot  want  it'  to  be  proved.     Then,  these  men, 
when  raised,  are  to  be  continued  only  one  month  on  duty,  half 
of  which  time  is  lost  in  marching  out  and  returning.     Those 
from  die  adjacent  counties  especially,  must  be  on  duty  some 
time  before  they   feach  their  stations.     By  these  means  double 
sets  of  men  are  in  pay  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same 
service. 

"  Again :— -the  waste  of  provisions  they  make  is  unaccount- 
able. No  method  or  order  is  observed  in  serving  it  out  to  them, 
or  in  purchasing  it  at  the  best  rates ;  but  quite  the  reverse. 
Allowance  to  each  man,  as  to  other  soldiers,  they  look  upon  as 
the  highest  indignity ;  and  would  sooner  starve  than  carry  a 
£bw  days  provisions  on  their  backs  for  convenience :  but  upon 
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their  march,  when  breakfast  is  wanted,  they  knock  down  the  chap.  i. 
first  ox,  or  other  animal  they  meet  with,  and,  after  regaling  1756 
upon  it,  march  on  till  dinner,  when  they  take  the  same  method, 
and  so  for  supper  likewise,  to  the  great  oppression  of  the  people. 
Or,  if  they  chance  to  impress  cattle  for  provision,  the  valuation 
is  left  to  neighbours,  who  have  themselves  suffered  by  these 
practices,  and,  despairing  of  their  pay,  exact  high  prices.  Thus 
the  public  is  imposed  upon  at  all  events. 

"  I  might  add,  I  believe,  that  for  the  want  of  proper  laws  to 
govern  the  militia,  for  I  cannot  ascribe  it  to  any  other  cause, 
they  are  obstinate,  self-willed,  perverse,  of  little  or  no  service 
to  the  people,  and  very  burthensome  to  the  country.  Every 
mean  individual  has  his  own  crude  notion  of  things,  and  must 
undertake  to  direct.  If  his  advice  be  neglected,  he  thinks  him- 
self slighted,  abased,  and  injured,  and,  to  redress  his  wrongs, 
will  depart  for  his  home. 

"  These,  sir,  are  literally  matters  of  fact,  partly  from  persons  of 
undoubted  veracity,  but  chiefly  from  my  own  observations. 

"  Secondly,  concerning  the  garrisons.  I  found  them  very 
weak  from  want  of  men,  but  more  so  from  indolence  and  irre- 
gularity. I  saw  none  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  few  that 
might  not  be  surprised  with  the  greatest  ease.  An  instance  of 
this  appeared  at  Dickenson's  Fort,  where  the  Indians  ran  down, 
caught  several  children  that  were  playing  under  the  walls,  and 
had  got  to  the  gate  before  they  were  discovered.  Was  not  # 
Vass's  Fort  surprised,  and  a  good  many  souls  lost  in  the  same 
manner  ?     They  keep  no  guards  but-  just  when  the  enemy  is 
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about,  and  they  are  under  fearful  apprehensions  of  them ;  nor 
ever  stir  out  of  the  forts,  from  the  time  they  reach  them,  till 
relieved  at  the  expiration  of  their  month ;  at  which  time  they 
march  off,  be  the  consequence  what  it  may.  So  that  the  enemy 
may  ravage  the  country,  and  they  not  the  wiser.  Of  the 
ammunition  they  are  as  careless  as  of  the  provisions,  firing  it 
away  frequently  at  targets  for  wagers.  On  our  journey,  as  we 
approached  one  of  the  forts,  we  heard  a  quick  fire  for  several 
minutes ;  and,  concluding  certainly  that  they  were  attacked, 
we  marched  in  the  best  manner  to  their  relief :  but  when  we 
came  up  we  found  them  diverting  themselves  at  marks.  These 
men  afford  no  assistance  to  the  unhappy  settlers  driven  from 
their  plantations,  either  in  securing  their  harvests  or  gathering 
their  corn.  Of  the  many  forts  I  passed  by,  there  was  but  one 
or  two  where  the  captain  was  at  his  post.  They  were  generally 
absent  on  their  own  business,  and  had  given  leave  to  several  of 
their  men  to  be  absent  likewise :  yet  these  persons,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  will  charge  the  country  their  full  month's  pay. 

"  Thirdly,  the  wretched  and  unhappy  situation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants needs  but  few  words,  after  a  slight  reflection  on  the  pre- 
ceding circumstances,  which,  without  speedy  redress,  must 
necessarily  draw  after  them  very  melancholy  consequences. 
They  are  truly  sensible  of  their  misery.  They  feel  their  inse- 
curity whilst  depending  upon  militia,  who  are  slow  in  coming 
to  their  assistance,  indifferent  about  their  preservation,  unwilling 
to  continue,  and  regardless  of  every  thing  but  their  own  ease. 
In  short,  they  are  so  affected  by  approaching  ruin,  that  the 
whole  back  country  is  in  a  general  motion  towards  the  southern 
colonies  j  and  I  expect  that  scarcely  a  family  will  inhabit  Frede- 
rick, 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON.  49 

rick,  Hampshire,  or  Augusta,  in  a  little  time.  They  petitioned  chap,  l 
me  in  the  most  earnest  manner  for  companies  of  the  regiment ;  175$. 
but,  alas  \  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  them  with  any, 
without  leaving  this  dangerous  quarter  more -exposed  than  they 
are.  I  promised,  at  their  particular  request,  to  address  your 
Honour  and  the  Assembly  on  their  behalf,  and  to  solicit  that  a 
regular  force  may  be  established  in  lieu  of  the  militia  and 
ranging  companies,  which  are  of  much  less  service,  and  infi- 
nitely more  expensive  to  the  country." 

Colonel  Washington  had  become  so  sensible  of  the  absolute 
impracticability  of  defending  such  an  extensive  frontier,  as  to  be 
extremely  anxious  to  be  enabled  to  act  on  die  offensive.  His  opi- 
nions now  were  decided,  that  the  people  of  Virginia  could  only 
be  protected  by  entering  die  country  of  the  enemy,  by  giving  him 
employment  at  home,  and  removing,  if  possible,  the  source  of  all 
their  calamities,  by  driving  the  French  from  Fort  du  Quesne. 
While  they  held  that  post,  the  great  Indian  force  they  were  en- 
abled by  their  ascendancy  over  these  people  to  bring  into  action, 
would  always  put  it  in  their  power  to  annoy  and  infinitely  to 
distress  the  frontiers ;  perhaps  indeed  to  acquire  the  possession 
of  the  whole  country  to  the  Blue  Ridge.  It  was  now,  therefore, 
the  object  nearest  his  heart,  to  stimulate  the  Assembly  to  such 
exertions  as  would,  with  some  aid  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  all  His  Majesty's  troops  in  America,  bring  into  the  field  a  suf- 
ficient force  to  warrant  an  expedition  against  Fort  du  Quesne. 

44  As  defensive  measures,"  he  observed  in  a  letter  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-governor, "  are  evidently  insufficient  for  the  security 
and  safety  of  the  country,  I  hope  no  arguments  are  necessary 

VOL.  ri.  h  to 
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chap,  l  to  evince  the  necessity  of  altering  them  to  a  vigorous  offensive 
175*  war,  in  order  to  remove  the  cause."  But  in  the  event  that  the 
Assembly  should  still  indulge  that  favourite  scheme  of  protecting 
the  inhabitants  by  forts  along  the  frontiers,  he  presented  to  the 
Governor  a  plan,  which  he  recommended  for  his  approbation, 
and  which  in  its  execution  required  two  thousand  men.  These 
were  to  be  distributed  in  twenty-two  forts,  extending  from  the 
river  Mayo  to  the  Potowmack,  in  a  line  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty  miles.  In  a  letter  written  about  the  same  time  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  r  he  urged  with  great  force  the  objec- 
tions ta  a  reliance  on  the  militia,  even  if  the  present  defensive 
system  should  be  persevered  in  j  but  he  gave  his  unequivocal 
preference  to  more  vigorous  measures.  "  The  certainty  of  ad- 
vantage/' said  he,  "  by  an  offensive  scheme  of  action,  renders 
it  beyond  any  doubt  much  preferable  to  our  defensive  mea- 
sures. To  prove  this  to  you,  sir,  requires,  I  presume,  no  argu- 
ments. Our  scattered  force,  so  separated  and  dispersed  in  weak 
parties,  avails  little  to  stop  the  secret  incursions  of  the  savages. 
We  can  only,  perhaps,  put  them  to  flight,  or  frighten  them  to 
some  other  part  of  the  country;  which  answers  not  the  end  pro- 
posed. Whereas,  had  we  strength  enough  to  invade  their  lands,, 
and  assault  their  towns,  we  should  restrain  them  from  coming, 
abroad,  and  leaving  their  families  exposed.  We  should  then 
remove  the  principal  cause,  and  have  stronger  probability  of 
success ;  we  should  be  free  from  the  many  alarms,  mischiefs, 
and  murders,  that  now  attend  us  j  we  should  inspirit  the  hearts- 
of  our  few  Indian  friends,  and  gain  more  esteem  with  them. 
In  short,  could  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  be  induced  to  join 
us  in  an  expedition  of  this  nature,  and  to  petition  his  excellency 
Lord  Loudoun  for  a  small  train  of  artillery,  with  some  engi- 
neers, 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON.  51 

neers,  we  should  then  be  able,  in  all  human  probability,  to  chap.i. 
subdue  the  terror  of  Fort  du  Quesne,  retrieve  our  character  with  175^ J 
the  Indians,  and  restore  peace  to  our  unhappy  frontiers." 

In  the  apprehension,  however,  that  this  favourite  scheme 
Would  not  be  adopted,  he  recommended,  'by  a  variety  of  argu- 
ments and  observations  manifesting  its  propriety,  the  same 
plan  of  defence  #hich  had  been  submitted  to  the  Lieutenant- 
governor. 

The  total  inability  of  Colonel  Washington  to  act  offensively 
against  the  enemy,  or  even  to  afford  protection  to  the  frontiers 
of  Virginia,  was  not  the  only  distressing  and  vexatious  circum- 
stance attending  his  situation*  The  Lieutenant-governor,  to 
whose  commands  he  was  in  every  minute  circumstance  sub- 
jected, and  who  seems  to  h^ve  been  a  weak,  obstinate,  and  rude 
man,  without  just  conceptions  of  the  situation  or  real  interests 
of  the  colony,  frequently  deranged  his  systems  by  orders  which 
could  not  be  executed  without  considerable  hazard  and  incon- 
venience. 

He  could  not  always  restrain  his  xiagrin  at  such  occasions ; 
and  on  one  of  them  he  observed,  in  a  letter  to  an  intimate 
friend,  and  a  person  of  great  influence — u  Whence  it  arises,  or 
why,  lam  truly  ignorant,  but  my  strongest  representations  of 
matters  relative  to  the  peace  *>f  the  frontiers  are  disregarded  as 
idle  and  frivolous ;  my  propositions  and  measures  as  partial  and 
selfish;  and  all  my  sincerest  endeavours' for  the  service  of  my 
country  perverted  to  the  worst  purposes.  My  orders  are  dark, 
doubtful,  and  uncertain.     To-day  approved,  to-morrow  con^ 

fl  2  demned ; 
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chap.l     demned ;  left  to  act  and  proceed  at  hazard ;  accountable  for  the 

1756.  consequences,  and  blamed  without  the  benefit  of  defence.  If 
you  can  think  my  situation  capable  of  exciting  the  smallest 
degree  of  envy,  or  of  affording  the  least  satisfaction,  the  truth 
is  yet  hid  from  you,  and  you  entertain  notions  very  different 
from  the  reality  of  the  case.  However,  I  am  determined  to 
bear  up  under  all  these  embarrassments  some  time  longer,  in  the 
hope  of  better  regulations  under  Lord  Loudoun,  to  whom  I  look 
for  the  future  fate  of  Virginia." 

4 

1757.  Not  long  after  this  letter  Was  written,  Lord  Loudoun  arrived! 
in  Virginia ;  and  in  addition  to  his  character  as  commander  in 
chief,  he  was  clothed  with  the  highest  civil  authority,  having 
been  appointed  governor  of  the  colony.  A  complimentary  ad- 
dress from  the  regimeitt,  stating  their  pleasure  at  his  arrival  and 
appointment,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  would  execute 
his  commands,  was  presented  to  him ;  and  a  very  comprehen- 

"  sive  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  colony  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  and  of  the  regiment  in  particular,  was.  drawn  up  and 
submitted  to  him  by  colonel  Washington.  In  this  he  enume- 
rated the  errors  which  had  prevented  the  completion  of  his  re- 
giment ;  showed  the  insufficiency  of  the  militia,  and  demon- 
strated the  superiority  of  an  offensive*  over  the  defensive  system 
which  had  been  pursued.  After  stating  the  particular  situation 
of  the  forts,  he  proceeded— "^  It  will  evidently  appear  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  my  conduct,  but  more  especially  from  my  reite- 
rated representations,  how  strongly  I  have  urged  the  Governor 
and  Assembly  ta  pursue  different  measures^  and  laboured  to 
convince  them,  by  all  the  reasoning  I  was  capable  of  offerings  of 
the  impossibility  of  covering  so  extensive  a  frontier  from  Indian, 

excursions* 
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excursions,  without  more  force  than  Virginia  can  maintain.     I     chap.i. 
have  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  that  it  would  require  fewer        1757. 
men  to  remove  the  cause,  than  to  prevent  the  eflects  while  the 
cause  exists/9 

Proceeding  then  to  state  the  services  of  his  regiment,  he  added, 
that  under  the  disadvantageous  restraints  which  had  been  enu- 
merated, he  must  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  the  regiment 
had  not  been  inactive.  4<  On  the  contrary,"  he  said,  "  it  has 
performed  a  vast  deal  of  work,  and  has  been  very  alert  in  de- 
fending the  people;  which  will  appear  by  observing  that,  not- 
withstanding we  are  more  contiguous  to  the  French  and  their 
Indian  allies,  and  more  exposed  to  their  frequent  incursions 
than  any  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  we  have  not  lost  half 
the  inhabitants  which  others  have  done,  but  considerably  more 
soldiers  in  their  defence*  For  in  the  course  of  this  campaign — 
since  March  I  mean,  as  we  have  had  but  one  constant  cam- 
paign, one  continued  scene  of  action,  since  we  first  entered  the 
service, — our  troops  have  been  engaged  in  upwards  of  twenty 
skirmishes,  and  we  have  had  near  one  hundred  men  killed  and 
wounded." 

After  condemning  the  ill-judged  ceconomy  shown  in  raising 
men,  he  proceeded  thus  to  describe  the  prevailing  temper  of  the 
day — a  temper  by  no  means  peculiar  to  that  particular  aera. 
u  We  are  either  insensible  of  danger  till  it  breaks  upon  our 
heads,  or  else,  through  mistaken  notions  of  oeconomy,  evade  the 
expense  till  the  blow  is  struck,  and  then  run  into  an  extreme  of 
raising  militia.     These,  after  an  age,  as  it  were,  is  spent  ia 

assembling 
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chap,  t  assembling  them,  come  up,  make  a  noise  for  a  time,  oppress 
1757.  the  inhabitants,  and  then  return,  leaving  the  frontiers  un- 
guarded  as  before.  This  is  still  our  reliance,  notwithstanding 
former  experience  convinces  us,  if  reason  did  riot,  that  the 
French  and  Indians  are  watching  the  opportunity  when  we  shall 
be  lulled  into  fatal  security,  and  unprepared  to  resist  an  attack, 
to  invade  the  country,  and  by  ravaging  one  part  terrify  another  j 
that  they  retreat  when  our  militia  assemble,  and  repeat  the 
stroke  as  soon  as  they  are  dispersed  ;  that  they  send  down  par- 
ties in  the  intermediate  time  to  discover  our  motions,  procure 
intelligence,  and  sometimes  divert  the  troops.  Such  an  invasion 
we  may  expect  in  March,  if  measures  to  prevent  it  are  neglected 
-   as  they  hitherto  have  been." 

This  statement  was  probably  presented  by  Colonel  Washing- 
ton in  person,  who  was  permitted  during  the  winter  to  visit 
Lord  Loudoun  in  Philadelphia ;  where  that  nobleman  met  the 
Governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina,  and  ' 
the  Lieutenant-governor  of  Virginia,  in  order  to  consult  with 
them  on  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  their  respective  provinces 
for  the  ensuing  campaign.  Hfe  was,  however,  disappointed  in 
his  favourite  hope  of  being  enabled  to  act  offensively  against 
the  French  on  the  Ohio.  Lord  Loudoun  had  determined  to 
direct  all  his  efforts  against  the  enemy  in  the  northern  parts  of 
the  continent,  and  to  leave  in  aid  of  the  middle  and  southern 
colonies  only  twelve  hundred  men.  Instead  of  receiving  assist- 
ance, Virginia  was  required  to  send  four  hundred  men  to  the  aid 
of  South  Carolina :  yet  Colonel  Washington  continued  indefati- 
gable in  his  endeavours  to  impress  on  Mr.  Dinwiddle,  and  on  the 

Assembly, 
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Assembly,  the  importance  of  revisingarid properly  modifying  their     chap,  l 
military  code,  which  had  now  expired,  of  making  a  more  efficient        1757. 
militia  law,  and  of  increasing  their  number  of  regular  troops. 

So  far  from  succeeding  on  the  last  subject,  he  had  the  morti- 
fication to  witness  a  measure  which  completely  crushed  his 
hopes  of  an  efficient  regular  force.     Being  unable  to  complete 
the  regiment  according  to  its  late  establishment  by  voluntary 
enlistment,  the  Assembly  changed  its  organization,  and  reduced 
it. to  ten  companies,  each  to  consist  of  one  hundred  men  :  yet 
his  anxious  wishes  continued  to  be  directed  towards  Fort  du 
Quesne,  which  he  very  justly  considered  as  the  source  from 
whence  had  flowed  all  the  miseries  with  which  his  distressed 
country  had  been  deluged.     He  still  laboured  to  impress  on  the 
officer  commanding  the  British  troops,  opinions  he  deemed  so 
essential  to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  safety 
of  his  own  country.     In  a  letter  written  about  this  time  to< 
Colonel  Stanwix,  who  commanded  in  the  middle  colonies,  he 
says :  "  You  will  excuse  me,  sir,  for  saying  that  I  think  there 
never  was,  and  perhaps  never  again  will  be,  so  favourable  an 
opportunity  as  the  present  for  reducing  Fort  du  Quesne.     Seve- 
ral prisoners  have  made  their  escape  from  the  Ohio  this  spring, 
and  agree  in  their  accounts  that  there  are  but  three  hundred  mea 
left  in  the  garrison ;  and  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  French  are 
so  strong  in  Canada  as  to  reinforce  this  place,  and  defend  them- 
selves at  home  this  campaign.     Surely  then  this  is  too  precious 
an  opportunity  to  be  lost." 

But  Mr.  Pitt,  although  minister  from.  November  1756  to 
5  April 
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chapJj    April  1757,  did  not  yet  direct  the  councils  of  Britain,  and  the 

1757.       spirit  of  enterprise  and  heroism  had  not  yet  animated  her  generals. 

The  campaign  to  the  north  was  inglorious,  and  to  the  westward 

nothing  was  even  attempted  which  might  relieve  the  middle 

colonies. 

Kae.  The  pressure  on  Canada  did  not  equal  the  hopes  which  had 

been  entertained  on  that  subject,  and  consequently  its  effects 
were  not  such  as  to  prevent  the  French  from  reinforcing  their 
forts  on  the  Ohio.  Some  prisoners,  taken  in  a  skirmish  on 
Turtle-Creek,  gave  the  information  that  the  garrison  of  Fort  du 
Quesne  now  consisted  of  six  hundred  French  and  three  hundred 
Indians. 

o  Large  bodies  of  savages,  independent  of  the  garrison,  were 
in  the  service  of  France,  and  in  the  course  of  this  campaign 
once  more  spread  desolation  and  murder  over  the  whole  country 
west  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  The  utmost  possible  exertions  were 
made  by  the  Virginia  regiment  to  protect  the  inhabitants,  but 
it  was  impossible.  The  force  was  inadequate  to  the  object;  and 
it  became  every  day  more  and  more  apparent,  that  this  defen- 
sive mode  of  conducting  the  war,  by  covering  an  immense 
frontier  with  a  small  scattered  regular  force  and  occasional  aid 
from  the  militia,  was  most  injudiciously  chosen.  Vast  numbers 
of  the  people  were  killed,  and  the  parties  sent  out  to  fight  the 
enemy  were  often  overpowered.  u  I  exert  every  means,"  says 
Colonel  Washington  to  Governor  Dinwiddie,  "  to  protect  a 
much  distressed  country ;  but  it  is  a  task  too  arduous  !  To  think 
of  defending  a  frontier  of  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty 

miles 
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miles  extent,  as  ours  is,  with  only  seven  hundred  men,  is  vain     chap.  i. 
and  idle,  especially  when  that  frontier  lies  more  contiguous  to        175* 
the  enemy  than  any  other. 

w  I  am,  and  have  for  a  long  time  been,  fully  convinced  that, 
if  we  continue  to  pursue  a  defensive  plan,  the  country  must  be 
inevitably  lost." 

In  another  letter  to  the  Lieutenant-governor,  he  says,  "  The 
raising  a  company  of  rangers,  or  augmenting  our  strength  in 
some  other  manner,  is  so  far  necessary,  that  without  it  the  re- 
maining inhabitants  of  this  once  fertile  and  populous  valley 
will  scarcely  be  detained  at  their  dwellings  till  the  spring.  And 
if  there  is  no  expedition  to  the  westward  then,  nor  a  force  more 
considerable  than  Virginia  can  support  posted  on  our  frontiers ; 
if  we  still  adhere  for  the  next  campaign  to  our  destructive  de- 
fensive schemes,  there  will  not,  I  dare  affirm,  be  one  soul  living 
on  this  side  the  Blue  Ridge  the  ensuing  autumn,  if  we  except  the 
troops  in  garrison,  and  a  few  inhabitants  of  this  town  who 
may  shelter  themselves  under  the  protection  of  this  fort.  This 
I  know  to  be  the  immoveable  determination  of  all  the  settlers  of 
this  country." 

In  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  he  gave  the  same 
opinion,  and  added,  "  I  do  not  know  on  whom  these  miserable 
undone  people  are  to  rely  for  protection.  If  the  Assembly  are 
to  give  it  to  them,  it  is  time  that  measures  were  at  least  con- 
certing, and  not  when  they  ought  to  be  going  into  execution,  as 
has  always  been  the  case.  If  they  are  to  seek  it  from  the  Com-  . 
mander  in  Chief,  ,it  is  time  their  condition  was  made  known  to 

vol.  11.  1  him. 
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chap.  r.  him.  For  I  cannot  forbear  repeating  again,  that  while  we  pmv 
1757.  sue  defensive  measures,  we  pursue  inevitable  ruin ;  the  loss  of 
the  country  being  the  inevitable  and  fatal  consequence  of  them. 
There  will  be  no  end  to  our  troubles,  while  we  follow  this  plan* 
and  every  year  will  increase  our  expense.  It  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  convey  a  just  sense  of  the  posture  of  our  af&irs  j  it 
would  be  vanity  to  attempt  it.  I  therefore  content  myself  with 
entreating  you  to  use  your  influence  to  prevent  such  delays  as 
we  have  hitherto  met  with,  if  you  think  this  afikir  depends  on 
the  Assembly.  If  you  think  the  Assembly  have  done  all  in  their 
power,  and  that  recourse  must  be  had  elsewhere^  I  am  deter- 
mined, as  I  will  neither  spare  cost  or  pains,  to  apply  to  Colonel 
Stanwix,  who  commands  in  this  quarter,  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted, and  from  whom  I  have  received  several  kind  and 
affectionate  letters,  for  leave  to  wait  on  him  with  an  account  of 
our  circumstances.  Through  this  means,  perhaps,  we  may  be 
able  to  draw  a  little  of  Lord  Loudoun's  attention  to  the  pre-^ 
servation  of  these  colonies."  Again,  writing  to  the  Lieutenant- 
governor,  he  says,  "  The  last  alarm  occasioned  a  great  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  to  go  off;  vast  numbers  are  still 
moving.  I  fear  that  in  a  short  time  this  very  valuable  valley  - 
will  be  in  a  great  measure  depopulated.  I  am  quite  at  a  lost 
to  devise  what  further  steps  to  take,  and  how  to  obviate  so  great 
a  misfortune,  as  I  have  hitherto  neglected  nothing  in  the  com- 
pass of  my  power.  It  is  very  evident  that  nothing  but  vigo- 
rous offensive  measures  next  campaign  can  save  the  country,  at 
least  all  west  erf  the  Blue  Ridge,  from  inevitable  desolation/* 

It  was  impossible  for  Colonel  Washington,  zealous  as  he  was 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  ambitious  as  he  was  of  military 

fame, 
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fame,  to  observe  the  errors  committed  in  the  conduct  of  the     chap,  l 
war,  without  censuring  and  complaining  of  them.     These  errors        1757. 
were  not  confined  to  the  arrangements  respecting  the  military 
force  of  the  colony.     The  Cherokees  and  Catawba  Indians  had 
hitherto  remained  faithful  to  the  English,  and  it  was  extremely 
desirable  to  engage  the  warriors  of  those  tribes  heartily  in  their 
service.     Yet  so  miserably  was  this  business  conducted,  that, 
though  a  considerable  expense  was  incurred,  very  little  assistance 
was  obtained,  and  very  great  disgust  excited  among  them*     The 
freedom  with  which  Colonel  Washington  censured  the  measures 
adopted,  gave  offence  to  the  Governor,  who  considered  the  cen- 
sures as  manifesting  a  want  of  respect  for  himself     He  some* 
times  coarsely  termed  them  impertinent,  and  at  others  charged 
him  with  looseness  in  his  information,  and  inattention  to  his 
duty.     On  one  of  these  occasions  Colonel  Washington  thus  coi*- 
chided  a  letter  of  detail :  "  Nothing  remarkable  has  happened, 
and  therefore  I  have  nothing  to  add.     I  must  beg  leave,  how- 
eyer,  before  I  conclude,  to  observe  in  justification  of  my  own 
conduct,  that  it  is  with  pleasure  I  receive  reproof  when  reproof 
is  due,  because  no  person  can  be  readier  to  accuse  me  than  I 
*m  to  acknowledge  an  error  when  I  have  committed  it ;  nor 
wore  desirous  of  atoning  for  a  crime  when  I  am  sensible  of 
being  guilty  of  one.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  with  concern 
I  remark,  that  my  best  endeavours  lose  their  reward,  and  that 
my  conduct,  although  I  have  uniformly  studied  to  make  it  as 
unexceptionable  as  I  could,  does  not  appear  to  you  in  a  favour- 
able point  of  light     Otherwise,  your  Honour  would  not  have 
accused  me  of  loose  behaviour,  and  remissness  of  duty,  in  mat- 
ters where,  I  think,  I  have  rather  exceeded  than  fallen  short  of  it. 
This,  I  think,  is  evidently  the  case  in  speaking  of  Indian  affaira 
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chap.!,  at  all,  after  being  instructed  in  very  express  terms,  f  not  to  have 
j.757.  any  concern  with,  or  management  ofy  Indian  affairs'  This  hat 
induced  me  to  forbear  mentioning  the  Indians  in  my  letters  ta 
your  Honour  of  late,  and  to  leave  the  misunderstanding  which 
you  speak  of,  between  Mr.  Atkin  and  them,  to  be  related  by 
hinu" 

Not  long  after  this,  he  received  a  letter  informing  him  of  some 
coarse  calumny  reflecting  on  his  veracity  and  his  honour,  which 
had  been  circulated  and  reported  to  the  Governor.  A  copy  of 
this  letter  he  enclosed  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  and  thus  addressed 
him :  u  I  should  take  it  infinitely  kind. if  your  Honour  would 
please  to  inform  me,  whether  a  report  of  this  nature  was  ever 
made  to  you,  and,  in  that  case,,  who  was  the  author  of  it  I 

"  It  ia  evident,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and  espe- 
cially from  the  change  in  your  Honour's  conduct  towards  me, 
that  some  person  a&  well  inclined  to  detract,  but  better  skilled 
in  the  art  of  detraction  than  the  author  of  the  above  stupid 
scandal,  has  mkde  free  with  my  character.  For  Y  cannot 
suppose  that  malice  so  absurd,  so  barefaced,  so  diametrically 
opposite  to  truth,  to  common  policy,,  and  in  short  to  every  thing: 
but  villainy,  as  the  above  is,  could  impress  you  with  so  ill  axis 
opinion  of  my  honour  and  honesty. 

"•  If  it  be  possible  that  GoL  ,  for  my  belief  is  stag- 

gered, not  being  conscious  of  having  given  the  least  cause  to  any 
one,  much  less  to  that  gentleman,  to  reflect  so  grossly :  I  say 

if  it  be  possible  that could  descend  so  low  as  to  be 

the  propagator  of  this  story,  he  must  either  be  vastly  ignorant 

of 
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of  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  country  at  that  timey  or  else  he  must  chap.  r. 
suppose  that  the  whole  body  of  inhabitants*  had  combined  with  175?. 
me  in  executing  the  deceitful  fraud :  or  why  did  they,  almost  to 
a  man,  forsake  their  dwellings  in  the  greatest  terror  and  con- 
fusion ?  and  why,  while  one  half  of  them  sought  shelter  in  paltry 
forts  (of  their  own  building),  did  the  other  flee  to  the  adja- 
cent counties  for  refuge ;  numbers  of  them  even  to  Carolina, 
from  whence  they  have  never  returned  I 

u  These  are  facts  well  known,  but  not  better  known  than 
that  these  wretched  people,  while  they  lay  pent  up  in  fortsy 
•destitute  of  the  common  supports  of  life  (having  in  their  pre- 
cipitate flight  forgotten,  or  being  unable  rather  to  secure  any 
kind  of  necessaries),  did  dispatch  messengers  of  their  owa 
(thinking  I  had  not  represented  their  miseries  in  the  piteous 
manner  they  deserved)  with  addresses  to  your  Honour  and  the 
Assembly,  praying  relief.  And  did  I  ever  send  any  alarming 
account,  without  sending  also  the  original  papers  (or  the  copies) 
which  gave  rise  to  it  I 

"  That  I  have  foibles,  and  perhaps  many  of  them,  I  shall*  not 
deny ;  I  should  esteem  myself,  as  the  world  also  would,  vain 
and  empty,  were  I  to  arrogate  perfection. 

cc  Knowledge  in  military  matters  is  to  b$  acquired  by  prac- 
tice and  experience  only  :  and  if  I  have  erred,  great  allowance 
should  be  made  for  my  errors  for  want  of  them,  unless  those 
errors  should  appear  to  be  wiHul ;  and  then  I  conceive  it  will  be 
more  generous  to  charge  me  with  my  faults,  and  let  me  stand  or 

falE 
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chap.  i.     fall  according  to  evidence,  than  to  stigmatize  me  behind  my 
1757.       back. 

<f  It  is  uncertain  in  what  light  my  services  may  have  appeared 
to  your  Honour ;  but  this  I  know,  and  it  is  the  highest  conso- 
lation I  am  capable  of  feeling,  that  no  man  that  ever  was  em- 
ployed in  a  public  capacity  has  endeavoured  to  discharge  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  with  greater  honesty,  and  more  zeal  for 
the  country's  interest,  than  I  have  done :  and  if  there  is  any 
person  living  who  can  say  with  justice  that  I  have  oifered  any 
intentional  wrong  to  the  public,  I  will  cheerfully  submit  to  the 
most  ignominious  punishment  that  an  injured  people  ought  to 
inflict.  On  th$  other  hand,  it  is  hard  to  have  my  character 
arraigned,  and  my  actions  condemned,  without  a  hearing* 

"  I  must  therefore  again  beg,  in  more  plain  and  in  very  CQrn&t 
terms,  to  know  if has  taken  the  liberty  of  represent- 
ing my  conduct  to  your  Honour  with  such  wgendenjajaly  freer 
dom  as  the  letter  implies  ?  Your  condescension  herein  will  be 
acknowledged  a  singular  favour." 

In  a  letter  some  short  time  after  this  to  the  Lieutenant-go^ 
vernor,  he  says,  "  I  do,  not  know  that  I  ever  gave  your  Honour 
cause  to  suspect  me  of  ingratitude — a  crime  I  detest,  and  would 
most  carefully  avoid*  If  an  open  disinterested  behaviour  carries 
offence,  I  may  have  offended ;  for  I  have  all  along  laid  it  down  a* 
a  maximx  to  represent  facts  freely  and  impartially  j  but  not  more 
.  60  to  others,  than  to  you,  sir.  If  instances  of  my  ungrateful 
behaviouff  had  been  particularised,  I  w<?uld  hav$  aww^ed 

them. 
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them.     But  I  have  long  been  convinced  that  my  actions  and     chap.  j. 
their  motives  have  been  maliciously  aggravated."  1757. 

In  this  letter  he  solicited  (as  the  Lieutenant-governor  was  to 
leave  the  province  in  November)  permission  to  come  to  Wil- 
liamsburg, since  he  had  some  accounts  to  settle  which  he  was 
desirous  of  adjusting.  This  permission  the  Governor  refused  in 
abrupt  and  disobliging  terms,  telling  him  that  he  had  frequently 
been  indulged,  and  ought  not  now  to  ask  for  leave  of  absence. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  Colonel  Washington,  after  stating  the 
immoveable  determination  of  the  inhabitants  to  leave  the 
country,  unless  more  efficiently  protected,  added,  "  To  give  a 
more  succinct  account  of  their  affairs,  than  I  could  in  writing* 
was  the  principal,  among  many  other  reasons,  that  induced  me 
to  ask  leave  to  come  down.  It  was  not  to  enjoy  a  party  of  plea- 
sure that  I  wished  leave  of  absence ;  I  have  been  indulged  with 
few  of  these  winter  or  summer," 

Mr.  Dinwiddie  soon  afterwards  took  leave  of  Virginia,  and 
the  government  devolved  on  Mr.  Blair,  die  president  of  the 
council  Between  him  and  the  commander  of  the  colonial 
forces  the  utmost  cordiality  continued  to  exist. 

After  die  close  of  this  campaign,  Lord  Loudoun  returned  to 
England,  and  General  Abercrombie  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  army.     The  department  of  the  middle  and  southern  pro-  GenerarForbe* 

undertakes  the 

vinces  was  committed  to  General  Forbes ;    and,  to  the  inex-  expedition 

against  Fort  du 

pressible  gratification   of  Colonel  Washington,  an  expedition  Q^e. 
against  Fort  du  Quesne  was  determined  on* 

Finding 
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chart.         Findiftg  there  was  no  probability  of  being  placed  on  a  per- 

1757.  manent  establishment,  he  had  for  some  time  past  meditated  a 
resignation  of  his  commission  ;  but  the  prospect  of  more  active 
service  now  determined  him  to  hold  it  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. 

1758.  The  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  officers 
who  had  served  with  him  under  General  Braddock,.  several  of 
whom  were  now  in  the  army  of  General  Forbes,  led  him  to 
hope  that  he  should  be  in  some  degree  distinguished  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  placed  in  situations  which  would  en- 
able him  to  render  essential  service  to  his  country,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  reap  those  laurels  for  which  he  had  always 
panted. 

He  urged  strongly  an  early  campaign ;  and,  among  other  mo- 
tives to  induce  the  utmost  possible  activity,  he  stated,  that  by 
delay  they  would  lose  a  body  of  friendly  Indians,  who  had 
collected  at  Winchester,  during  the  month  of  April,  to  the 
amount  of  seven  hundred  men,  and  would,  he  apprehended, 
return  to  their  homes,  if  they  did  not  perceive  a  prospect  of 
being  soon  employed.  "  In  that  event,"  he  added,  u  no  words 
can  tell  how  much  they  will  be  missed." 

Long  before  the  troops  assembled,  a  very  large  body  of  French 
and  Indians  broke  into  the  country,  and  the  wretched  inha- 
bitants were  again  exposed  to  the  miseries  which  they  had  so 
often  experienced.  The  county  of  Augusta  was  ravaged,  and 
about  sixty  persons  murdered.  The  attempts  made  to  inter- 
cept those  who  committed  the  mischief  were  unsuccessful,  and 

they 
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they  recrossed  the  Alleghany  with  their  plunder,  prisoners,  and 
scalps. 

At  length  orders  were  received  to  assemble  the  regiment  at 
Winchester,  and  be  in  readiness  to  march  in  fifteen  days ;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  recruiting  parties  were  called  in, 
and  Colonel  Washington  made  a  journey  to  Williamsburg,  to 
obtain  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  for  his  troops,  as  well 
as  money  to  enable  them  to  move.  It  is  strange  that,  at  this 
late  season,  these  preparations  were  yet  to  be  made ;  and  it  is 
not  less  strange,  that  the  task  should  have  been  imposed, on 
Colonel  Washington,  of  urging  the  necessity  of  allowing  to  bis 
regiment,  which  had  performed  so  much  severe  duty,  the  same 
pay  which  was  allowed  to  a  second  regiment  voted  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Assembly,  only  for  this  campaign,  and  to  be  commanded 
by  Colonel  Bird. 

The  apprehensions  which  had  been  entertained  of  the  imprac- 
ticability of  detaining  the  Indians,  unless  the  campaign  could  be 
commenced  early  in  the  season,  were  well  founded.  Before  a 
junction  of  the  troops  had  been  made,  these  savages  became  im- 
patient to  return  to  their  homes ;  and  finding  that  the  expe- 
dition would  yet  be  delayed  a  considerable  time,  they  left  the 
army  with  promises  to  rejoin  it  in  the  proper  season.  So  sen- 
sible was  Colonel  Washington  of  their  importance  in  the  country 
through  which  the  troops  were  to  be  conducted,  that  he  strongly 
urged  General  Forbes  to  dispatch  a  confidential  person  to  the 
Cherokee  towns,  in  order  to  cultivate  their  good  will,  and  to 
prevail  on  them  to  join  him  on  his  march.  This  he  considered 
as  very  practicable,  since  he  understood  the  General  designed  to 

vol.  n.  k  move 
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move  by  slow  and  cautious  steps,  and  to  establish  posts  at  cer- 
nssT  tain  intervals  for  the  reception  of  stores,  and  as  a  cover  in  the 
event  of  being  compelled  to  retreat.  In  support  of  this  opinion> 
he  stated  to  General  Forbes  his  conviction  that,  in  the  country 
through  which  they  were  to  pass,  numbers  would  not  secure 
victory ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded  that  an  unwieldy 
body  of  troops,  covering  its  convoys,  inight  be  successfully 
attacked  on  its  march,  and  penetrated  at  various  points  by  light 
unincumbered  parties. 

In  pursuance  of  the  orders  which  had  been  received,  the  Viiw 
ginia  troops  moved  in  detachments  from  Winchester  to  Fort 
Cumberland,  where  they  assembled  early  in  July,  and  wer* 
employed  in  opening  a  road  to  Rays-Town,  where  Colonel  Bou- 
quet was  stationed.  As  they  were  continually  harassed  by 
small  parties  of  the  enemy,  it  was  in  contemplation  to  send  a 
strong  detachment  over  the  Alleghany  mountains,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  enemy  employment  at  home.  This  plan  was 
kid  aside  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  Colonel  Washington* 
ivho  observed  that  unquestionably  a  very  large  force  must  now 
be  collected  at  Fort  d^Quesne,  and  that  a  strong  detachment 
could  not  move  without  such  a  quantity  of  provision  as  would 
prevent  a  secret  march ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  enemy 
would  meet  them  in,full  force,  and  probably  defeat  them.  He 
advised  rather  to  harass  them  with  sjnall  parties,  principally 
of  Indians ;  and  thia  advice  was  pursued. 

It  had  been  considered  as  certain,  that  the  army  would  march 

by  Braddock's  road,  which  was  well  known,  and  required  very 

few  repairs.     Late  in  July,  Colonel  Washington  had  the  morti- 
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fication  to  receive  a  letter  from  Colonel  Bouquet,  asking  an  inter-  chap,  u 
view  with  him,  in  order  to  consult  on  opening  anew  road  from  n^T 
Rays-Town,  and  requesting  his  opinion  on  that  route.  "  I 
shall/*  says  he,  in  answer  to  this  letter,  "  most  cheerfully  work 
on  any  road,  pursue  any  route,  or  enter  upon  any  service  that 
the  General  or  yourself  may  think  me  usefully  employed  in,  or 
qualified  for,  and  shall  never  have  a  will  of  my  own  when  a  duty 
is  required  of  me.  But  since  you  desire  me  to  spfeak  my  senti- 
ments freely,  permit  me  to  observe  that,  after  having  conversed 
with  all  the  guides,  and  having  been  informed  by  other?  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  I  am  convinced  that  a  road  to  be 
compared  with  General  Braddock's,  or  indeed  that  will  be  fit 
for  transportation  even  by  pack-horses,  cannot  be  made.  I  oWq 
I  have  no  predilection  for  the  route  you  have  in  contemplation 
for  me." 

A  few  days  after  this  letter  he  had  an  interview  with  Colonel 
Bouquet,  whom  he  found  decided  in  favour  of  opening  the  new 
road.  After  their  separation,  Colonel  Washington,  with  his  per* 
mission,  addressed  to  him  a  letter  to  be  laid  before  General 
Forbes,  then  indisposed  at  Carlisle,  in  which  he  stated  his  rea- 
sons against  this  measure. 

Several  years  past,  he  said,  the  Pensylvanians  and  Virginians 
had  opened  a  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  and  had 
endeavoured  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the 
excessive  badness  of  the  route.  The  Indians  had  been  hired  to 
explore  the  country,  and  find  the  best  way ;  the  result  of  which 
had  been,  that  the  preference  had  been  universally  given  to  the 
path  by  Willis  VCreek,  and  the  Pennsylvanians  themselves  had 
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chap.  i.  adopted  it.  It  had  been  opened  by  the  Ohio  Company  in  1753, 
1758.  and  repaired  by  the  troops  under  his  command  in  1754,  as  far 
as  Gist's  Plantation,  beyond  the  Great  Meadows.  In  1755  it 
had  been  widened  and  put  in  good  order  by  General  Braddock, 
and  could  easily  be  made  fit  for  immediate  use.  A  road  which 
had  been  so  long  opened,  so  well  and  so  often  repaired,  must  be 
superior  to  a  new  road,  admitting  the  ground  to  be  equal.  But 
the  great  and  decisive  objection  to  this  new  route,  was  the  want 
of  time  to  open  it.  So  much  time  must  be  consumed  in  sur- 
mounting the  vast  difficulties  opposed  by  almost  impassable 
mountains,  covered  with  rocks  and  woods,  as  would  blast  their 
otherwise  well-founded  hopes  of  striking,  this  season,  the  long- 
wished-for  and  important  blow.  Its  being  deferred  to  another 
year  would,  he  was  morally  certain,  be  productive  of  the  most 
destructive  consequences  to  the  middle  and  southern  colonies, 
who  had  now  made  a  noble  effort  towards  ending  the  calamities 
under  which  they  had  so  long  groaned,  by  granting  supplies 
beyond  their  abilities.  These  funds  would  in  a  few  months  be 
exhausted,  and  the  troops  disbanded.  Their  inability,  added  to 
the  discouragement  occasioned  by  such  a  disappointment,  might 
prevent  their  making  a  similar  effort  for  another  season ;  and 
experience  evinced,  that  expense  and  numbers  must  be  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  their  delay. 

The  southern  Indians  had,  from  their  ill  success  and  inac- 
tivity, long  viewed  them  with  contempt,  and  had  already  com- 
mitted hostilities  on  their  frontiers.  They  waited  only  the  re- 
sult of  the  present  campaign  to  unmask  themselves  completely, 
and  such  an  addition  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  might 
terminate  in  the  destruction  of  the  colonies. 

The 
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The  flattering  accounts   of  the  forage  on  the  Rays-Town     chap,  u 
road  could  not  but  be  exaggerated.      It  was  agreed  by  all        v^sT 
unprejudiced  men,  acquainted  with  the  country,  that  the  moun- 
tains on  that  road  were  still  more  inaccessible  than  on  General 
Braddock's.     They  were  barren  on  both  roads,  and  between 
them  were  rich  valleys  affording  great  quantities  of  grass. 

The  objection  made  to  Braddock's  road  on  account  of  the 
high  waters  was  not  well  founded.  The  Yohogany,  which 
was  the  most  rapid,  and  soonest  filled,  he  had  himself  crossed 
with  a  body  of  troops,  after  more  than  thirty  days  of  almost 
constant  rain.  The  Monongahela  might  be  avoided,  if  neces- 
sary, by  passing  a  defile. 

The  objections  to  the  numerous  defiles  on  General  BraddockV 
road  were  equally  applicable  to  the  other  road. 

The  difference  in  distance  was  extremely  inconsiderable ;  and 
the  advantage  gained  in  that  respect  would  admit  of  no  com- 
parison with  the  disadvantage  of  being  compelled  to  open  a 
new  road,  one  hundred  miles,  over  almost  inaccessible  moun- 
tains. Should  this  be  attempted,  he  feared  they  would  be  able 
to  do  nothing  more  than  to  fortify  some  post  on  the  other  side 
the  mountains,  and  prepare  for  another  campaign.  This  he 
prayed  Heaven  to  avert,  unless  it  should  really  be  found  im- 
practicable, during  the  present,  to  prosecute  with  prudence  the. 
enterprise  now  in  hand. 

He  was  also  opposed  to  the  scheme  which  had  been  sugf- 
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chap.  i.     gested,  of  dividing  the  army,  and  marching  by  the  two  dif- 
rwT     ferent  routes. 

He  objected  to  this  measure,  first,  because  it  divided  their 
strength,  and  put  it  absolutely  out  of  the  power  of  the  columns 
to  support  e.ach  other  on  the  march,  since  there  neither  was,  nor 
could  be,  any  communication  between  the  roads. 

Secondly,  if  the  divisions  should  set  out  at  the  same  time,  juid 
should  make  no  deposits  on  the  way,  that  marching  by  the  ro&d 
from  Rays-Town  must  arrive  first,  because  unincumbered  with 
waggons;  and,  if  the  enemy  should  be  in  force,  would  be  ex^ 
posed  even  in  their  intrenchments  to  insult  and  hazard.  If  the 
enemy  should  not  be  strong  enough  for  this,  the  whole  body 
would  have  but  little  to  fear  from  them,  in  whatever  manner  or 
by  whatever  road  they  might  march. 

Thirdly,  if  the  division  escorting  the  convoy  should  be  di- 
rected to  march  first,  they  would  risk  almost  every  thing,  and  be 
ruined  if  any  accident  should  befall  the  artillery  and  military 
stores :  and,  lastly,  if  they  should  advance  on  both  roads  by  de- 
posits, they  must  double  dieir  number  of  guards  over  the 
mountains,  and  distress  themselves  by  victualling  them  at  the 
places  of  deposit ;  in  addition  to  which,  they  must  lose  the  pro- 
posed advantage  of  stealing  a  march  on  the  enemy. 

Having  stated  these  objections  to  the  plan  in  contemplation, 
he  then  recommended  an  order  of  march  by  Braddock's  road, 
which  would  bring  the  whole  army  before  Fort  du  Quesne  in 

thirty- 
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thifty-four  days,  with  a  supply  of  provisions  for  eighty-six     chap.i. 


day*. 

He  at  the  same  time  addressed  a  letter  to  Major  Halket,  aid 
of  General  Forbes,  in  which  he  says,  u  I  am  just  returned 
from  a  conference  held  with  Colonel  Bouquet:  I  find  him 
fixed,  I  think  I  may  say  unalterably  fixed,  to  lead  you  a  new 
way  to  the  Ohio,  through  a  road  every  inch  of  which  is  to  be 
cut,  at  this  advanced  season,  when  we  have  scarcely  time  left  to 
tread  the  beaten  track,  universally  confessed  to  be  the  best  pas- 
sage through  the  mountains. 

u  If  Colonel  Bouquet  succeeds  in  this  point  with  die  General, 
all  is  lost  indeed !  Our  enterprise  is  ruined,  and  we  shall  be 
Stopped  at  the  Laurel  Hill  this  winter ;  but  not  to  gather  laurels, 
Except  of  the  kind  which  cover  the  mountains :  the  southern 
Indians  will  turn  against  us,  and  these  colonies  will  be  desolated 
by  such  an  accession  to  the  enemy's  strength.  These  must  be 
the  consequences  of  a  miscarriage,  and  a  miscarriage  the  almost 
Accessary  consequence  of  an  attempt  to  march  the  army  by  this 
route. 

Colonel  Washington's  remonstrances  and  arguments  were, 
however,  unavailing,  and  the  new  route  was  resolved  6m  His 
chagrin  at  this  measure,  and  at  the  delays  resulting  from  it,  was. 
extreme,  and  was  expressed  in  most  anxious  letters  to  M.  Fau- 
quier, then  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses. 

To  the  Speaker,  from  Fort  Cumberland,  he  says,  *  We  are 

still 
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chap.  i.     still  encamped  here,   very  sickly  and  dispirited  at  the  prospect 
i75aT      before  us.     That  appearance  of  glory  which  we  once  had  in 
view ;  that  hope,  that  laudable  ambition  of  serving  our  country 
and  meriting  its  applause,  are  now  no  more ;  all  is  dwindled 
into  ease,  sloth,  and  fatal  inactivity.    In  a  word,  all  is  lost  if  the 
ways  of  men  in  power,  like  certain  ways  of  Providence,  are 
not  inscrutable.     But  we,  who  view  the  actions  of  great  men  at 
a  distance,  can  only  form  conjectures  agreeably  to  a  limited  per- 
ception ;    and,  being  ignorant  of  the  comprehensive  schemes 
which  may  be  in  contemplation,  might  mistake  egregiously  in 
judging  of  things  from   appearances,  or  by  the  lump.     Yet 
every  f — 1  will  have  his  notions,  will  prattle  and  talk  away,  and 
why  may  not  I  ?  We  seem,  then,  in  my  opinion,  to  act  under 
the  guidance  of  an  evil  genius.     The  conduct  of  our  leaders,  if 
not  actuated  by  superior  orders,  is  tempered  with  something  I 
do  not  care  to  give  a  name  to ;  nothing  now  but  a  miracle  can 
bring  this  campaign  to  a  happy  issue."     He  then  recapitulated 
the  arguments  he  had  urged  against  attempting  a  new  road,  and 
added,  "  But  I  spoke  all  unavailingly ;  the  road  was  immedi- 
ately begun,  and,  since  then,  from  one  to  two  thousand  men 
have  constantly  wrought  on  it.     By  the  last  accounts  I  have  re- 
ceived, they  had  cut  it  to  the  foot  of  the  Laurel  Hill,  about 
thirty-five  miles ;  and  I  suppose  by  this  time  fifteen  hundred 
men  have  taken  post  about  ten  miles  further,  at  a  place  called 
Loyal  Hanna,  where  our  next  fort  is  to  be  constructed. 

"  We  have  certain  intelligence  that  the  French  strength  at 
Fort  du  Quesne  did  not  exceed  eight  hundred  men  the  thirteenth 
ultimo,  including  about  three  or  four  hundred  Indians.     See 
how  our  time  has  been  mispent ;  behold  how  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  is  lost,  perhaps  never  more  to  be  regained !  How  is  it  to      chap.  i. 
be  accounted  for  ?  Can  General  Forbes  have  orders  for  this  ?  Im-        nssT J 
possible.     Will,  then,  our  injured  country  pass  by  such  abuses  ? 
I  hope,  not.     Rather  let  a  fall  representation  of  the  matter  go  to 
His  Majesty ;  let  him  know  how  grossly  his  glory  and  interests, 
and  the  public  money,  have  been  prostituted." 

Colonel  Washington  was  soon  afterwards  ordered  to  R^ys-Town, 
before  which  time  Major  Grant  had  been  detached  from  the  ad- 
vanced post  at  Loyal  Hanna,  with  a  select  corps  of  eight  hun- 
dred men,  to  reconnoitre  the  country  about  Fort  du  Quesne.  In 
the  night  he  reached  a  hill  near  the  fort,  where  he  posted  his 
men  in  different  columns,  and  sent  forward  a  party  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovery.  They  burnt  a  log-house  near  the  walls,  and 
returned.  Next  morning  Major  Grant  detached  major  Lewis,  of 
Colonel  Washington's  regiment,  with  a  baggage-guard  two  miles 
into  his  rear,  and  sent  an  engineer  with  a  covering  party, 
within  full  view  of  the  fort,  to  take  a  plan  of  the  works.  In 
the  mean  time  he  ordered  the  reveillie  to  be  beaten  in  different 
places.  This  parade  drew  out  the  enemy  in  great  force,  and  an 
obstinate  engagement  ensued.  As  soon  as  the  action  commenced, 
Major  Lewis  left  Captain  Bullett,  of  Colonel  Washington's  regi- 
ment, with  about  fifty  Virginians  to  guard  the  baggage,  and  ad- 
vanced with  the  utmost  speed  to  support  Major  Grant.  The  Defeat  of  Ma- 
English  were  defeated  with  considerable  loss,  and  both  Major 
Grant  and  Major  Lewis  taken  prisoners.  In.this  action  the  Vir- 
ginians behaved  most  gallantly,  and  evidenced  the  spirit  with 
which  they  had  been  trained.  Out  of  eight  officers,  five  were 
killed,  a  sixth  wounded,  and  a  seventh  taken  prisoner.  Captain 
Bullett,  who  defended  the  baggage  with  great  resolution,  and 
vol.  ii.  l  contributed 
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chap.  i.  contributed  to  save  the  remnant  of  the  detachment,  was  the  only 
n^T  officer  who  escaped  unhurt.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
men,  sixty-two  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  two  wounded.  This 
conduct  on  the  part  of  his  regiment  reflected  high  honour  on 
their  commander,  as  well  as  on  themselves,  and  he  received  on 
the  occasion  the  compliments  of  the  General.  The  total  loss  in 
this  action  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  killed,  and  forty- 
two  wounded. 

It  was  at  length  determined  that  the.  main  body  of  the  army 
should  move  from  Rays-Town,  and  the  General  called  on  the  co- 
lonels of  regiments,  each  to  submit  to  his  consideration  a  plan 
of  his  march*  That  proposed  by  Colonel  Washington  has  been 
preserved,  and  appears  to  have  been  judiciously  formed. 

They  reached  the  camp  at  Loyal  Hanna  through  a  road  said 
to  be  indescribably  bad,  about  the  fifth  of  November;  where,  as 
had  been  predicted,  a  council  of  war  determined  that  it  was  un- 
advisable  to  proceed  further  this  campaign.  It  would  have  been 
almost  impossible  to  have  wintered  an  army  in  that  position ; 
they  must  have  retreated  from  the  cold  inhospitable  wilderness 
into  which  they  had  penetrated,  or  have  suffered  immensely, 
perhaps  have  perished.  Fortunately  some  prisoners  were  taken, 
who  informed  them  of  the  extreme  distress  of  the  fort ;  the  gar- 
rison, deriving  no  support  from  Canada,  was  weak,  was  in  great 
want  of  provisions,  and  had  been  deserted  by  the  Indians.  These 
encouraging  circumstances  changed  the  resolution  which  had 
been  taken,  and  determined  the  General  to  prosecute  the  expedi- 
tion* 

Colonel 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  75 

Colonel  Washington  was  advanced  in  front,  and  with  infinite     chap.i. 
labour  superintended  the  opening  of  the  way  for  the  main  body    •    175* 
of  the  army.     In  this  manner  they  moved  forward  with  slow  Fort  du  Quetne 
and  painful  steps  till  they  reached  Fort  du  Quesne ;  of  which  tSitanch,  and 
they  took  peaceable  possession, the  enemy  having  on  the  preced-  of  bythTEnj£ 
ing  night,  after  evacuating  and  setting  it  on  fire,  proceeded  down 
the  Ohio  in  their  boats. 

It  is  evident  ttiat  the  capture  of  this  place,  so  all  important  to 
the  middle  and  southern  provinces,  was  entirely  to  be  attributed 
to  the  British  fleet,  which  had  intercepted  a  considerable  part  of 
the  reinforcements  designed  by  France  for  her  colonies,  and  to 
the  success  of  the  English  and  American  arms,  which  rendered 
it  impossible  for  the  French  in  Canada  to  support  it,  and  which 
very  much  weakened  their  influence  over  the  Indians.  Without 
the  aid  of  these  causes,  the  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  de- 
lays of  the  campaign  must  have  defeated  its  object. 

The  works  were  repaired,  and  the  new  fort  was  distinguished 
by  the  title  of  Fort  Pitt,  the  name  of  the  great  minister  who  now, 
with  so  much  vigour  and  talents^  governed  the  nation. 

Colonel  Washington,  having  furnished  two  hundred  men  from 
his  regiment,  as  a  garrison,  marched  to  Winchester,  from  which 
place  he  set  out  soon  afterwards  to  attend  the  Assembly,  of  which 
he  had  been  elected  a  member  by  the  county  of  Frederick,  while 
at  Fort  Cumberland. 

The  removal  of  the  French  from  the  Ohio  produced,  in  a 
great  degree,  a  cessation  of  Indian  hostility.     His  country  was 

l  2  now 
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chap.  i.     now  relieved  from  the  danger  with  which  it  had  been  threatened. 
1758.        The  great  object  for  which  alone,  after  perceiving  that  he  should 
not  be  placed  on  the  permanent  establishment,  he  had  continued 
in  the  service,  was  now  accomplished.  His  health  was  much  im- 
paired, and  his  domestic  affairs  required  his  attention. 

Impelled  by  these  and  other  motives  of  a  private  nature,  he 
determined  to  withdraw  from  a  service,  which  he  believed  he 
might  now  quit  without  dishonour ;  and,  about  the  close  of  the 
Resignation,  year,  he  resigned  his  commission  as  colonel  of  the  first  Virginia 
regiment,  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  troops  raised  in  the 
colony. 

The  officers  whom  he  had  commanded  were  greatly  attached 
to  him,  and  manifested  their  esteem  for  him,  and  their  regret  at 
parting  with  him,  by  a  very  affectionate  address  *>  expressive 

of 
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We,  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  officers,  beg  leave  to  express  our  great 
concern  at  the  disagreeable  news  we  have  received  of  your  determination  to  resign 
the  command  of  that  corps  in  which  we  have  under  you  long  served. 

The  happiness  we  have  enjoyed,  and  the  honour  we  have  acquired  together,  with 
the  mutual  regard  that  ha3  always  subsisted  between  you  and  your  officers,  have 
implanted  so  sensible  an  affection  in  the  minds  of  us  all,  that  we  cannot  be  silent 
on  this  critical  occasion. 

In  our  earliest  infancy  you  took  us  under  your  tuition,  trained  us  up  in  the  prac- 
tice of  that  discipline  which  alone  can  constitute  good  troops;  from  the  punctual 
observance  of  which  you  never  suffered  the  least  deviation. 

Your  steady  adherence  to  impartial  justice,  your  quick  discernment  and  inva- 
riable regard  to  merit,  wisely  intended  to  inculcate  those  genuine  sentiments  of 
true  honour  and  passion  for  glory,  from  which  the  greatest  military  achievements 

have 
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of  the  very  high  opinion  they  entertained  both  of  his  military     chap.  i. 
and  private  character.  itssT' 

This  opinion  was  not  confined  to  the  officers  of  his  regiment ; 
it  was  common  to  Virginia,  and  had  been  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tish officers  with  whom  he  served.  The  duties  he  performed, 
though  not  splendid,  were  arduous,  and  were  executed  with 
zeal  and  with  judgment.  The  exact  discipline  he  established  in 
his  regiment,  when  the  temper  of  Virginia  was  extremely  hos- 
tile to  discipline,  does  credit  to  his  military  character ;  and  the 
gallantry  they  displayed  whenever  called  into  action,  manifests 
the  spirit  infused  into  them  by  their  commander. 

The  difficulties  of  his  situation,  while  unable  to  cover  the  fron- 
tiers from   the  French  and  Indians,  who  were   spreading  death 
and  desolation  in  every  quarter,  were  certainly  great;  and  no 
better  evidence  of  his  exertions,  under  these  distressing  circum- 
stances, 


have  been  derived,  first  heightened  our  natural  emulation  and  our  desire  to  excel. 
How  much  we  improved  by  those  regulations  and  your  own  example,  with  what 
alacrity  we  have  hitherto  discharged  our  duty,  with  what  cheerfulness  we  have 
encountered  the  severest  toils,  especially  while  under  your  particular  directions, 
we  submit  to  yourself,  *  and  flatter  ourselves  that  we  have  in  a  great  measure 
answered  your  expectations. 

Judge  then  how  sensibly  we  must  be  affected  with  the  loss  of  such  an  excellent 
commander,  such  a  sincere  friend,  and  so  affable  a  companion.  How  rare  is  it  to 
find  those  amiable  qualifications  blended  together  in  one  man !  How  great  the  loss 
of  such  a  man !  Adieu  to  that  superiority  which  the  enemy  have  granted  us  over 
other  troops,  and  which  even  the  regulars  and  provincials  have  done  us  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  !  Adieu  to  that  strict  discipline  and  order  which  you  have  always 
maintained  !  Adieu  to  that  happy  union  and  harmony  which  have  been  our  prin- 
cipal cement ! 

It 
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^^3  stances,  can  be  given,  than  the  undiminished  confidence  still 
ass.  placed  in  him  by  those  he  was  unable  to  protect  T.ie  efforts  to 
which  he  perpetually  stimulated  his  country  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  possession  of  the  Ohio ;  the  system  for  the  conduct  of 
the  war  which  he  continually  recommended ;  the  vigorous  and 
active  measures  always  advocated  by  him  in  his  opinions  to  those, 
by  whom  he  was  commanded  ;  manifest  an  ardent  and  an  enter- 


It  gives  us  additional  sorrow,  when  we  reflect,  to  find  our  unhappy  country  will 
receive  a  loss  no  less  irreparable  than  ourselves.  Where  will  it  meet  a  man  so  ex- 
perienced in  military  affairs  ?  one  so  renowned  for  patriotism,  courage,  and  con- 
duct? Who  has  so  great  a  knowledge  of  the  enemy  we  have. to  deal  with?  who 
so  well  acquainted  with  their  situations  and  strength?  who  so  much  respected  by 
the  soldiery  ?  who,  in  short,  so  able  to  support  the  military  character  of  Virginia? 

Your  approved  love  to  your  king  and  country,  and  your  uncommon  perseve- 
rance in  promoting  the  honour  and  true  interest  of  the  service,  convince  us  that 
the  most  cogent  reasons  only  could  induce  you  to  quit  it.  Yet  we  with  the  greatest 
deference  presume  to  entreat  you  to  suspend  those  thoughts  for  another  year,  and  to 
lead  us  on  to  assist  in  the  glorious  work  of  extirpating  our  enemies,  towards 
which  so  considerable  advances  have  been  made.  In  you  we  place  the  most  im- 
plicit confidence ; — your  presence  only  will  cause  a  steady  firmness  and  vigour  to 
act  in  every  breast,  despising  the  greatest  dangers,  and  thinking  light  of  toils  and 
hardships  while  led  on  by  the  man  we  know  and  love. 

But  if  we  must  be  so  unhappy  as  to  part ;  if  the  exigencies  of  your  affairs  force 
you  to  abandon  us,  we  beg  it  as  our  last  request,  that  you  will  recommend  some 
person  most  capable  to  command,  whose  military  knowledge,  whose  honour, 
whose  conduct,  and  whose  disinterested  principles  wemay  depend  on. 

Frankness,  sincerity,  and  a  certain  openness  of  soul,  are  the  true  charac- 
teristics of  an  officer;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  you  do  not  think  us  capable  of 
saying  any  thing  contrary  to  the  purest  dictates  of  our  minds. 

Fully  persuaded  of  this,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that,  as  you  have  hitherto 
been  the  actuating  soul  of  our  whole  corps,  we  shall  at  all  times  pay  the  most 
invariable  regard  to  your  will  and  pleasure,  and  will  always  be  happy  to  demon- 
strate by  our  actions  with  how  much  respect  and  esteem  we  are,  &c. 

2  prising 
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prising  mind*  tempered  by  judgment  and  quickly  improved  by      chap,  l 
experience,  ms.   J 

Not  long  after  his  resignation  he  was  married  to  the  widow  Marriage  of 
of  Mr.  Curtis,    a   lady  to  whom  he  had  been  for  some  time  ton- 
strongly  attached,  and  who,  to  a  large  fortune  and  a  fine  person, 
added  those  amiable  accomplishments  which  ensure  domestic 
happiness,  and  fill  with  silent  but  unceasing  felicity  the  quiet 
scenes  of  private  life. 


CHAPTER 
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SBMBLY  PETITION  FOR  THE  REMOVAL  OP  THE  GOVERNOR  AND 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR— HUTCHINSON  IS  SUCCEEDED  BY  GENERAL 
GAGE. 

AT  no  period  of  time  was  the  attachment  of  the  colonists  chaiui. 
to  the  mother  country  more  strong  or  more  general  than  n6s. 
at  present*.  The  war  just  concluded  had  very  deeply  inte- 
rested every  part  of  the  continent;  every  colony  had  been 
engaged  in  it,  and  every  colony  had  felt  its  ravages.  The  part 
taken  in  it  by  Indian  auxiliaries  had  greatly  increased  its  hor- 
rors, and  had  added  to  the  joy  produced  in  every  bosom  by  its 
successful  termination.  The  union  of  that  vast  tract  of  country, 
which  extends  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississipi,  and  from  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico  to  the  north  pole,  under  one  common  sove- 
reign, was  deemed  a  certain  guarantee  of  future  peace,  and  an 
effectual  security  against  the  return  of  those  bloody  scenes,  from 
the  sufferings  of  which  no  condition  in  life  could  afford  an 
exemption. 


*  After  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Canada,  a  considerable  degree  of 
ill-humour  was  manifested  in  Massachusetts,  with  respect  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  laws  of  trade  were  executed.  A  question  was  agitated  in  the  court,  in 
which  the  colony  took  a  very  deep  interest.  A  custom-house  officer  applied  for 
what  was  termed  "  a  writ  of  assistance,"  which  was  an  authority  to  search  any 
house  whatever  for  articles  chargeable  with  duty  suspected  to  be  concealed  in  it. 
The  right  to  grant  special  warrants  was  never  contested ;  but  this  grant  of  a 
general  warrant  was  deemed  contrary  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  was  thought 
an  engine  of  oppression  equally  useless  and  vexatious,  which  would  enable  every 
petty  officer  of  the  customs  to  gratify  his  resentments  by  harassing  the  most 
respectable  men  in  the  province.  The  ill-temper  excited  on  this  occasion  was 
shown  by  a  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  but  no  diminution  of  attach- 
ment to  the  mother  country  appears  to  have- been  produced  by  it. 

VOL.  II.  M  This 
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chap.  ii.         This  state  of  things,  so  long  and  so  anxiously  wished  for  by 

noT      British  America,  had  at  length  been  effected  by  the  union  of 

British  and  American  valour.     They  had  co-operated  in  the 

same  service ;  their  blood  had  mingled  in  the  same  plains ;  and 

the  object  pursued  was  common  to  both  people. 

While  the  British  nation  was  endeared  to  the  American  heart 
by  this  community  of  danger  and  identity  of  interest,  the 
brilliant  achievements  of  the  war  had  exalted  to  enthusiasm 
'  their  admiration  of  British  valour.  They  were  proud  of  the 
land  of  their  ancestors,  and  gloried  in  their  descent  from 
Englishmen,  But  this  sentiment  of  admiration  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  military  character  of  the  nation.  A  full  portion 
of  it  was  bestowed  on  their  political  institutions ;  and  whi)£ 
the  excellence  of  the  English  constitution  was  a  rich  theme  of 
declamation  in  America,  every  man  believed  himself  entitled 
to  a  large  share  of  its  advantages ;  nor  could  he  admit  that, 
by  crossing  the  Atlantic,  his  ancestors  had  relinquished  the 
essential  rights  of  British  subjects. 

opinioMon  The  degree  of  authority  which  might  rightfully  be  exercised 
l/p^E^tf  by  the  mother  country  over  her  colonies  had  never  been  ac- 
ui  thc^luH  curately  defined.  In  Britain  it  had  always  been  asserted,  that 
Parliament  possessed  the  power  of  binding  them  in  all  cases 
whatsoever.  In  America,  at  different  times,  and  in  different  colo- 
nies, different  opinions  had  been  entertained  on  this  subject. 

In  New  England,  originally  settled  by  republicans,  and,  du- 
ring the  depression  of  the  regal  government,  the  favourite  of  the 
English  nation,  habits   of  independence  had  nourished  the 
4  theory* 
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theory,  that  the  colonial  assemblies  possessed  all  the  powers  of  chap.h. 
legislation  not  surrendered  by  compact:  that  the  Americans  n6s. 
were  subjects  of  the  British  crown,  but  not  of  the  nation ;  and 
were  bound  by  no  laws  to  which  their  representatives  had  not 
assented.  From  this  high  ground  they  had  been  compelled 
reluctantly  to  recede.  The  judges,  being  generally  appointed 
by  the  governors,  with  the  advice  of  council,  had  determined 
that  the  colonies  were  bound  by  acts  of  parliament  which  con- 
cerned them,  and  which  were  expressly  extended  to  them; 
and  We  have  seen  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  on  a 
late  occasion,  explicitly  recognising  the  same  principle.  This 
had  perhaps  become  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  best  informed 
men  in  the  province ;  but  the  doctrine  seems  still  to  have  been 
extensively  maintained,  that  acts  of  parliament  possessed  only 
an  external  obligation  j  that  they  could  regulate  commerce,  but 
not  the  interior  affairs  of  the  colonies. 

In  the  year  1692,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  their  ndw 
charter  granted  by  William  and  Mary,  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  had  passed  an  act  denying  most  explicitly 
die  light  of  any  authority,  other  than  that  of  the  General 
Court,  to  impose  on  the  colony  any  tax  whatever ;  and  also 
asserting  those  principles  of  national  liberty  which  are  found 
in  Magna  Ghana.  Not  long  afterwards  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  probably  with  a  view  only  to  the  authority  claimed 
by  the  Governor,  and  not  to  that  of  the  mother  country,  passed 
an  act  similar  to  that  of  Massachusetts,  in  which  its  own 
mpremacy,  not  only  in  matters  of  taxation,  but  of  general 
legislation,  is  expressly  asserted.  Both  these  acts,  however,  were 
disapproved  in  England,  and  the  Parliament  asserted  its  autho- 
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chap.h.  rity  by  a  law  passed  in  1696,  declaring  tt  that  all  laws,  by- 
1763.  laws,  usages,  and  customs,  which  shall  be  in  practice  in  any 
of  the  plantations,  repugnant  to  any  law  made,  or  to  be  made, 
in  this  kingdom  relative  to  the  said  plantations,  shall  be  void 
and  of  none  effect."  And  three  years  afterwards  an  act  was 
passed  for  the  trial  of  pirates  in  America,  in  which  is  to  be 
found  the  following  very  extraordinary  clause :  "  Be  it  further 
declared,  that  if  any  of  the  governors,  or  any  person  or  persons 
in  authority  there,  shall  refuse  to  yield  obedience  to  this  act, 
such  refusal  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  all  and 
every  the  charters  granted  for  the  government  and  propriety 
of  such  plantation." 

The  English  statute-book  furnishes  many  instances  in  which 
the  legislative  power  of  Parliament  over  the  colonies  was  ex* 
ercised  so  as  to  make  regulations  completely  internal ;  and  in 
no  instance  that  is  recollected  was  their  authority  openly 
controverted. 

In  the  middle  and  southern  provinces  no  question  respect- 
ing the  supremacy  of  Parliament,  in  matters  of  general  legis- 
lation, ever  existed.  The  authority  of  such  of  their  acts  of 
internal  regulation  as  were  made  for  America,  as  well  as  of 
those  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  even  by  the  imposition 
of  duties,  provided  those  duties  were  imposed  for  the  purposes 
of  regulation,  had  been  at  all  times  admitted.  But  even  these 
colonies,  however  they  might  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of 
Parliament  in  other  respects,  denied  the  right  of  that  body  to 
tax  them  internally. 

Their 
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Their  submission  to  the  act  for  establishing  a  general  post-  chap,  il 
office,  which  was  passed  so  early  as  the  year  1710,  and  which  ncs.  * 
raised  a  revenue  on  the  carriage  of  letters,  was  thought  no 
dereliction  of  this  principle,  because  they  never  viewed  it  in 
the  light  of  a  tax,  but  rather  as  a  compensation  paid  for  a 
service  rendered,  of  which  every  person  was  at  liberty  to  avail 
himself  or  to  decline  it.  And  all  the  duties  on  trade  were  under- 
stood to  be  imposed  rather  with  a  view  to  prevent  foreign  com- 
merce than  to  raise  a  revenue.  Perhaps  the  legality  of  such 
acts  was  the  less  questioned  because  they  were  not  rigorously 
executed,  and  their  violation  was  sometimes  designedly  over- 
looked*. A  scheme  for  taxing  the  colonies  by  authority  of 
Parliament  had  been  formed  so  early  as  the  year  1739,  and 
recommended  to  Government  by  a  club  of  American  mer- 
chants, at  the  head  of  whom  was  Sir  William  Keith,  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  a  body  of  regulars, 
to  be  stationed  along  the  wefctern  frontier  of  the  British  settle- 
ments, for  the  protection  of  the  Indian  traders,  the  expense  of 


*  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  when  prime  minister  of  England,  is  said  to  have  de- 
clared "  that  it  was  necessary  to  pass  over  some  irregularities  in  the  trade  of  the 
colonies  with  Europe.  For  by  encouraging  them  to  an  extensive  growing  foreign 
commerce,  he  was  convinced,  that  if  they  should  gain  £.  500,000,  full  £.  250,000 
of  their  gains  would,  within  two  years,  be  brought  into  His  Majesty's  exchequer 
by  the  labour  and  produce  of  Great  Britain  consumed  in  America,  a  demand  for 
which  would  increase  with  their  wealth/'  The  same  able  statesman,  when 
urged  to  establish  a  system  of  internal  taxation  in  the  colonies,  replied  with  a 
smile,  "  that  he  would  leave  that  to  some  of  his  successors,  who  should  have 
more  courage,  and  less  attachment  to  commerce,  than  himself."  Confining  them 
to  the  use  of  British  manufactures  was,  he  thought,  "  taxing  them  more  agree- 
ably to  their  own  constitution  and  to  that  of  Great  Britain." 

„  which 
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chap.  h.  which  establishment  was  to  be  paid  with  monies  arising  from 
1763.  a  duty  on  stamped  paper  and  parchment  in  all  the  colonies, 
to  be  imposed  by  Parliament*  This  plan,  however,  was  not 
countenanced  by  the  then  Minister ;  and  it  seems  never  to  have 
been  seriously  taken  up  by  the  Government  until  the  year 
1754,  when  a  war,  in  which  every  part  of  the  empire  was 
deeply  concerned,  was  about  to  commence.  Some  of  the  colo- 
nies themselves  appear  then  to  have  wished  that  a  mode  could 
be  adopted  which  should  combine  their  exertions,  and  equitably 
apportion  their  expenses  in  the  common  cause.  The  attention 
of  the  Minister  was  then  turned  to  a  plan  of  taxation  by  autho- 
rity of  Parliament;  and  it  will  be  recollected  that  a  system 
was  devised  and  recommended  by  him,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
articles  of  union  digested  and  agreed  on  by  the  Convention  at 
Albany.  The  temper  and  opinions  of  the  colonists  on  this  , 
subject,  which  means  were  used  to  ascertain ;  the  impolicy  of 
irritating  them  at  a  crisis  which  required  all  the  exertions  they 
were  capable  of  making ;  furnished  motives  sufficient  to  induce 
a  suspension,  for  the  present,  of  a  measure  so  delicate  and  dan- 
gerous :  but  it  seems  not  to  have  been  totally  abandoned.  Of 
the  right  of  Parliament,  as  the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation, 
to  tax  as  well  as  to  govern  the  colonies,  those  who  guided  die 
councils  of  Britain  seem  not  to  have  entertained  a  doubt; 
and  the  language  of  men  in  power,  on  more  than  one  occasion 
through  the  war,  indicated  a  disposition  to  put  this  right  in 
practice,  when  the  termination  of  hostilities  should  render  it 
less  dangerous  to  do  so.  The  conduct  of  some  of  the  colonies* 
especially  those  in  which  a  proprietary  government  was  esta- 
blished, in  failing  to  furnish  in  time  the  aids  required  of  them, 
contributed  to  foster  this  disposition.     This  total  opposition 

of 
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of  opinion,  on  a  subject  the  most  interesting  to  the  human    chap.  n. 
heart,  was  now  about  to  produce  a  system  of  measures  which       ms. 
tore  asunder  all  the  bonds  of  relationship  and  affection  which 
•had  for  ages  subsisted,  and  planted   almost  inextinguishable 
hatred  in  bosoms  where  the  warmest  friendship  had  so  idng 
been  cultivated. 

The  unexampled  expenses  of  the  war  rendered  unavoidable       n64. 
a.  great  addition  to  the  regular  and  usual  taxes  of  the  nation. 
Considerable  difficulty  was  found  in  searching  out  new  sources 
of  revenue,  and  great  opposition  was  made  to  every  tax  pro- 
posed.    Thus   embarrassed,   the   attention  of  Administration 
was  directed  to  the  American  continent.     The  system  which 
had  been  laid  aside  was  renewed ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Grenville,  the  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  a  resolution 
passed  without  much  debate,  importing  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  impose  certain  stamp-duties  in  the  colonies  and  plantations,    stamp  Act. 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America  payable  into 
the  British  exchequer.     This  resolution  was  not  carried  into 
immediate  effect,  and  was  only  declaratory  of  an  intention  ta 
be  executed  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  same  time  other  resolutions  passed,  laying  new  duties 
on  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  which,  being  in  the  form  of  com- 
mercial regulations,  were  not  generally  contested  on  the  ground 
of  right,  though  they  were  imposed  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  revenue. 

The  colonies  had  been  long  in  the  habit  of  submitting  to 
duties  laid  by  Parliament  on  their  trade,  and  had  not  gene^ 

rally 


88  THE   LIFE   OF 

chap.il  rally  distinguished  between  those  which  were  imposed  for 
n«4.  the  mere  purpose  of  regulating  commerce,  and  this,  which 
being  also  designed  to  raise  a  revenue,  was,  in  truth,  to  every 
purpose,  a  «real  tax.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  this  system, 
if  unconnected  with  the  act  for  raising  a  revenue  internally, 
might  have  been  carried  into  operation  without  exciting  any 
general  combination  of  the  colonies  against  it.  Great  disgust, 
however,  was  occasioned  by  the  increase  of  the  duties,  by  the 
new  regulations  which  were  made,  and  by  the  manner  in  which 
those  regulations  were  to  be  executed.  The  gainful  commerce 
long  clandestinely  carried  on  with  the  French  and  Spanish  colo- 
nies, in  the  progress  of  which  an  evasion  of  the  duties  imposed 
f  by  law  had  been  overlooked  by  the  Government,  was  now  to  be 
very  rigorously  suppressed  by  taxes  amounting  to  a  prohibition 
of  any  fair  trade,  the  exact  collection  of  which  was  to  be  en- 
forced by  measures  not  much  less  offensive  in  themselves  than 
on  account  of  the  object  to  be  effected  by  them. 

Completely  to  prevent  smuggling,  all  the  officers  in  the  sea- 
service,  who  were  on  the  American  station,  were  converted  into 
revenue-officers,  and  directed  to  take  the  custom-house  oaths. 
Being  unacquainted  with  the  custom-house  laws  and  usages, 
many  vexatious  seizures  were  made,  for  which  no  redress  could 
be  obtained  but  in  England.  The  penalties  and  forfeitures  too 
accruing  under  the  act,  as  if  the  usual  authorities  could  not  be 
trusted,  were  made  recoverable  in  any  court  of  vice-admiralty 
in  the  colonies.  It  will  readily  be  conceived  how  much  more 
odious  a  law  made  to  effect  an  odious  object  must  have  been 
rendered  by  such  provisions  as  these. 

Whatever 
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~  Whatever  might  have  been  the  fate  of  the  commercial  regu-  chap,  it 
btions,  the  resolution  concerning  the  duties  on  stamps  excited  170*. 
great  and  general  ferment  in  America.  The  right  of  Parliament 
to  impose  taxes  on  the  colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  re- 
venue, became  the  subject  of  universal  conversation,  and  was 
almost  universally  denied.  Petitions  to  the  King  and  memorials 
to  htfth  Houses  of  Parliament,  against  the  measure,  were  trans- 
mitted by  several  of  the  provincial  assemblies  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  England,  to  be  presented  immediately  to  His  Majesty ; 
and  to  Parliament,  when  that  body  should  again  be  convened** 
The  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  instructed  their 
agent  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  late 
act  respecting  duties,  and  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  or  any  other  act  levying  taxes  or  impositions  of  any  kind  on 
the  American  provinces.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  act  in 
the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  with  instructions  to  correspond 
with  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  colonies,  to  communicate 
to  them  the  instructions  given  to  their  agent,  and  to  solicit  their 
concurrence  in  similar  measures.  These  legislative  proceedings 
were  in  many  places  seconded  by  associations,  entered  into  by  in- 
dividuals, for  diminishing  the  use  of  British  manufactures. 

Perceiving  the  opposition  to  be  encountered  by  adhering  to  the 
vote  of  the  last  session,  the  Administration  informed  the  agent  of 
die  colonies  in  London,  that,  if  they  would  propose  any  other 


*  These  petitions,  as  well  as  one  from  the  merchants  trading  to  America,  were 
not  received  by  Parliament,  it  being  alleged  to  be  contrary  to  order,  to  receive  pe. 
fitkras  against  money-LiHs. 

jjol.1l  k  mode 
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chap^  mode  of  raising  the  sum  required*,  their  proposition  would  be 
176&  accepted,  and  the  stamp  duty,  laid  aside.  The  agents  replied,  that 
they  were  not  authorized  to  propose  any  substitute,  but  wetig  «g» 
dered  to  oppose  the  bill  when  it  should  be  brought  into  th» 
House,  by  petitions  questioning-  the  right  claimed  by  Parliament 
to  tax  the  colonies.  The  controversy  was  now  placed  on  ground 
which  seemed  to  admit  of  no  compromise-  The  right  o£  taxa^ 
tion  was  as  peremptorily  denied  by  one  party  as  it  was  asserted  by 
the  other.  Determined  to  persevere  in  the  system  he  had  adopt- 
ed, and  believing  successful  resistance  to  be  absolutely  iosposs*^ 
Me,  Bin  Grenvffie  brought  into  Parliament  his  celebrated  act  for 
imposing  stamp  dutksm  America;  and  k  passed  both  Houses  by 
*e^  great  m^jriries,  but  im  Solittkfr 

weight  does  the  human  mind  aBow  to  argument*  the  most  con- 
chisiv^v  when  directed  against  the  existence  of  power  m  oarsefoes*, 
that  General  Cooway  stood  alone  m  denying  the  right  claimed 
by  the  Brit»h  Legislature  Heakmeffcadtbecowagetostemth^ 
torrens  of  pubic  opinion,  and  with  magnanimous  frnnneotf  tc* 
protest  against  their  right  to  give  away  the  money  o§  tbrt*  whet 
were  not  represented  itt  that  body. 

The  arguments  of  die  minority  on  this  interesting  occasion' 
were  unusually  ardent*  The  claim  of  England  was  declared  "  to 
he  diametrically  opposite  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  their  consti- 
tution* which  has  established  as  a  fundamental  axiom,  that  tax- 
ation and  representation  are  inseparable  from  each  other;  and 


*  IOOjOOOL  sterling, 
t  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  in  the  house ;  and  Mr.  Ingersoll  ia  his  Letter  states  that 
Aldeiman  Beckford  joined  General  Conwap 

that, 
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that,  as  the  colonies  were  not,  and,  from  local  and  political  obsta-  cka*.  it 
des,  could  not  be,  represented  in  the  BritishParhainent,  it  would  1m 
be  die  very  essence  of  tyranny  to  attempt  to  exercise  an  authority, 
over  them,  which  from  its  nature  must  inevitably'  le  d  to  gross 
.  abuse.— For,  when  Great  Britain  should  be  in  full  possession  of 
die  power  now  .contended  for,  could  it  be  imagined  that  Parlia- 
ment would  not  rather  rote  away  the  money  of  the  colonists  than 
of  themselres  and  their  own  constituents?" 

Hie  measure  was  treated  not  only  as  tyrannical,  but  as  unne- 
cessary also*  America,  it  was  said, u  had  never  been  deficient  in 
contributing  her  full  proportion  towards  the  expenses  of  the  wars 
in  which,  conjointly  with  England,  she  had  been  involved ;  and 
that,  in  die  course  of  the  last  memorable  contest,  large  sums  had 
been  repeatedly  voted,  as  an  indemnification  to  the  colonies,  for 
exertions  allowed  to  be  disproportionate  to  their  means  and  re- 
towns  *." 

Mr.  Guenviile  had  concfaded  a  long  argument  in  favour  of 
dp  bill  with  saying,  u  These  children  of  our  own  planting, 
nourished  by  our  indulgence  until  they  are  grown  to  a  good 
degree  of  strength  and  opulence,  and  protected  by  our  arms>— 
will  they  grudge  to  contribute  their  mite  to  relieve  us  from  the 
heavy  load  of  national  expense  which  we  lie  under?"  la 
answer  to  this  observation  Colonel  Barrl  indignantly  and  elo- 


*  Parliament  had  granted  at  different  times  to  the  American  colonics,  by  way 
of  reimbursement  for  their  extraordinary  expenses  in  the  course  of  the  last  war, 
the  stun  of  1^)31,6661.  13s.  4d.  sterling..  And  the  colonists  are  said  to  have  lost  in 
tip  course  of  the  war  near  thirty  thousand  of  their  young  men, 

n  2  quently 
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cf3ap.il  -quentfy  exclaimed,  u  Children  planted  by  your  care!—N  o:  your 
1765.  oppression  planted  them  in  America;  they  fled  from  your 
tyranny  into  an  uncultivated  land,  where  they  were  exposed 
to  all  the  hardships  to  which  human  nature  is  liable,  and,  among 
others,  to  the  savage  cruelty  of  the  enemy  of  the  country,— a 
people  the  most  subtle,  and,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  say,  the 
most  terrible  that  ever  inhabited  any  part  of  God's  earth.  And 
yet,  actuated  by  principles  of  true  English  liberty y  they  met  all 
these  hardships  with  pleasure,  compared  with  those  they  suf- 
fered in  their  own  country  from  those  who  should  have  been 
their  friends.  They  nourished  by  your  indulgence  I — No :  they  grew 
by  your  neglect:— -when  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that 
care  was  exercised  in  sending  persons  to  rule  over  them,  who 
were  the  deputies  of  some  deputy  sent  to  spy  out  their  liberty, 
to  misrepresent  their  actions,  and  to  prey  upon  them ;— men 
whose  behaviour,  on  many  occasions,  has  caused  the  blood  of 
those  sons  of  liberty  to  recoil  within  them ; — men  promoted  to 
the  highest  seats  of  justice — some  of  whom  were  glad,  by  going 
to  a  foreign  country,  to  escape  being  brought  to  the  bar  of  jus- 
tice in  their  own*  Tbey  protected  by  your  armsi — They  have  nobly 
taken  up  arms  in  your  defence;  have  exerted  their  valour; 
amidst  their  constant  and  laborious  industry,  for  the  defence  of 
a  country,  the  interior  of  which,  while  its  frontiers  were 
drenched  in  blood,  has  yielded  all  its  little  savings  to  your  ent 
largement.  Believe  me — remember  I  this  day  told  you  soothe*  same 
spirit  which  actuated  that  people  at  Jirst  still  continues  with  them? 
— But  prudence  forbids  me  to  explain  myself  further.  Godknows 
I  do  not  at  this  time  speak  from  party  heat.  However  superior  to 
me  in  general  knowledge  and  experience  any  one  here  may  h£% 
I  claim  to  know  more  of  America,  having  seen  and  been  coiy 

versaat 
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Tenant  in  that  country.    The  people  there  are  as  truly  loyal,   I    chap.il 
believe,  as  any  subjects  the  King  has ;  but  they  are  a  people  jealous       wlssT 
of  their  liberties,  and  who  will  vindicate  them  if  they  should  be 
violated.   But  the  subject  is  delicate— I  will  say  no  more*" 

The  passing  of  this  act,  the  operation  of  which  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  of  November,  excited  throughout  the  colonies 
the  most  serious  and  universal  alarm;  it  was  believed  sincerely 
to  wound  vitally  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  to  destroy 
the  most  sacred  principles  of  liberty.  Combinations  against  its 
execution  were  every  where  formed,  and  the  utmost  exertions 
were  used  to  render  aa  diffusive  as  possible  a  knowledge  of  the 
pernicious  consequences  which  must  flow  from  admitting  that 
America  could  be  taxed  by  a  Legislature  in  which  she  was  not  re* 


The  Assembly  of  Virginia  was  In  session  when  the  intelligence 
was  received.  The  subject  was  taken  up,  and,  by  a  small  ma- 
jority, several  resolutions*,  which  had  been  introduced  by  Mr. 

Henry,. 


*  These,  being  the  first  resolutions  of  any  assembly  after  the  passing  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  are  inserted. 

Whereas  the  honourable-  House  of  Commons  in  England  hail  of  late  drawn, 
into  question  how  far  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony  hath  power  to  enact  laws 
for  laying  taxes  and  imposing  duties  payable  by  the  people  of  this  His  Majesty's 
most  antient  colony ;  for  settling  and  ascertaining  the  same  to  all  future  times,  the 
House  of  Burgesses-  of  this  present  General  Assembly  have  come  to  the  several  fol- 
lowing, resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  first  adventurers  and1  set  tiers  of  this  His  Majesty's  colony  and 
dominion  of  Virginia  brought  with  them,  and  transmitted  to  their  posterity ,  and 
alL  other  His  Majesty's  subjects  since  inhabiting  in  this  His  Majesty's  colony,  all  the 

privileges 
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cHAP.tj.  Henry,  and  seconded  by  Mr,  Johnson,  were  agreed  to;  cce  of 
1765.  -which  asserts  the  exclusive  right  of  that  Assembly  to  lay  taxes  and 
impositions  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony ;  and  that  every 
attempt  to  Test  such  a  power  elsewhere  u  ifc  illegal,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  unjust,  and  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  destroy  British 
a*  well  as  American  freedom." 

On  the  passing  of  these  resolutions  the  Governor  diseohred 
the  Assembly,  and  writs  for  new  elections  were  issued.  But  so 
.entirely  did  the  people  take  part  with  die  opposition  to  die 
scheme  of  taxation  proposed  by  Ministers,  chat,  in  almost  every 
instance,  the  members  who  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  resolu- 
tions were  re-elected,  while  those  who  had  voted  against  them 
were  generally  excluded  in  favour  of  candidates  who  entertained 
popular  opinions. 

The 


privileges  and  immunities  that  have  at  any  time  been  held,  enjoyed,  and  possessed 
by  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  two  royal  charters  granted  by  King  James  the  First,  the  co- 
lonies aforesaid  are  declared  entitled  to  all  privileges  of  faithful,  liege,  and  natural* 
born  subjects,  to  ail  intents  and  purposes  as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and  bom 
within  the  realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  That  His  Majesty's  moat  liege  people  of  this  his  most  antient  colony 
have  enjoyvd  the  right  of  being  thus  governed  by  their  own  Assembly,  in  the  article 
of  taxes  and  internal  police,  and  that  the  game  have  never  been  forfeited,  nor  any 
4tbcjr  way  yielded  up,  but  have  been  constantly  recognised  by  the  King  and  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony,  together  with 
His  Majesty,  or  his  substitute,  have,  in  their  representative  capacity,  the  only  ex- 
clusive right  and  power  to  Jay  taxes  and  impositions  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this 
5  colony; 
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The  Legislatures  of  several  other  colonies  passed  resolutions     chapjl 


similar  to  those  of  Virginia ;  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Massachusetts,  contemplating  a  stiU  more  solemn  and  effec- 
tual expression  of  the  general  sentiment,  recommended  a  Con- 
gress of  Deputies  from  all  the  Colonial  Assemblies,  to  meet  at 
Nevr  York  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  to  consult  together  on 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  to* 
which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the 
acts  of  parliament  for  levying  taxes  on  tfiem.     Circular  letters*. 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  communicating  this  recommendation^ 
were  addressed  to  the  several  Speakers  of  the  respective  Provin- 
cial Assemblies  ;  and  wherever  they  were  in  session  the  recom- 
mendation was  acted  on*     New  Hampshire  alone,  although  join- 
ng  in  the  general  opposition,  declined  sending  members  to  the 
Congress ;  and  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
were  not  in  session, 

colony ;  and  that  every  attempt  to  vett  such  a  power  in  any  person  or  persons  what-' 
soever,  other  than  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid,  is  illegal,  unconstitutional^ 
and  unjust,  and  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  destroy  British  as  well  as-  American 
Ire&doou. 

Such,  were  the  resolutions  as  agreed  to  by  that  part  of  the  Assembly  which  waft 
most  timid. — The  following  resolutions  were  also  introduced  by  Mr*  Henry,  and; 
passed  the  Committee,  but  were  not  agreed  to  in.  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  His  Majesty's  liege  people,  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  are 
not  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  any  law  or  ordinance  whatsoever*  designed  to  im~ 
pose  any  taxation  whatsoever  upon,  them,  other  than  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  - 
the  GeaeraL  Assembly  aforesaid. 

Resolved,. That  any  person*  who-  shall,,  by  speaking  or  writing,  maintain  that  any, 
ferson  of  persons,  other  than  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony*  have  any 
sight  or  power  to  lay  any  taxation  whatsoever  on.  the  people  here,  shall  be  deemed; 
tttenemy  to  His  Majesty's  colony. 


1765. 
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York. 


96  THE   LIFE    OV 

chap.  n.        la  the  moan  time  the  papers  teemed  with  the  most  animating 
-    nST     exhortations  to  the  people,  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  their  liberty 

and  property ;  and  the  stamp  officers*,  almost  every  where,  were 

compelled  to  resign, 

j^^^  ^  At  the  time  appointed  the  Commissioners  from  the  Assemblies 
^emfleiiNew  c£  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  the  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  South  Carolina,  assembled  at  New  York ;  and 
Timothy  Ruggles,  Esq.  of  Massachusetts,  having  been  chosen 
their  Chairman,  they  proceeded  on  the  important  objects  for 
which  they  had  been  convened.  The  first  measure  of  the  Congress 
was  a  declaration  f  of  the  rights  and  grievances  of  the  colonists. 

This 


*  They  were  generally  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  several  provinces,  who 
were  .recommended  by  the  colonial  agents; — so  little  did  they  expect  the  serious 
opposition  made  in  America  to  this  measure*  Mr.  Gordon  says  that  Dr.  Frank* 
lin  advised  Mr.  Ingersoll  to  accept  the  appointment  which  was  offered  him,  and 
added  at  the  same  time,  "  Go  home,  and  tell  your  countrymen  to  get  childrcrf  as 
fast  as  they  can;9'  plainly  alluding  to  their  supposed  present  inability  to  resist  the 
power  of  Britain. 

i  The  members  of  this  Congress,  sincerely  devoted  with  the  warmest  senti- 
ment* of  affection  and  duty  to  His  Majesty's  person  and  government,  inviolably 
attached  to  the  present  happy  establishment  of  the  protestant  succession,  and 
with  minds  deeply  impressed  by  a  sense  of  the  present  and  impending  misfor- 
tunes of  the  British  colonies  on  this  continent,  having  considered,  as  maturely  as 
time  will  permit,  the  circumstances  of  the  said  colonies,  esteem  it  our  indispen- 
sable duty  to  make  the  following  declarations  of  our  humbleopinion  respecting  the 
most  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonists,  and  of  the  grievances  under 
a*hieh  they  labour  by  reason  of  several  late  acts  .of  parliament, 

L  Th* 
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This  paper  asserts  them  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  *nd  liber*    cha*. 
ties  of  natural-born  subjects  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain ;       ms. 
among  the  most  essential  of  which  are,  the  exclusive  power  to 
tax  themselves,  and  the  privilege  of  a  trial  by  jury. 

The  grievance  most  complained  of  was,  the  act  granting  cer- 
tain stamp  duties  and  other  duties  in  the  British  colonies,  the 
direct  tendency  of  which,  they  said,  by  taxing  the  colonists 

without 


I.  That  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  these  colonies  owe  the  same  allegiance  to  the 
CrOwn  of  Great  Britain  that  is  owing  from  his  subjects  born  within  the  realm,  and 
all  due  subordination  to  that  august  body,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

II.  That  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects  in  these  colonies  are  entitled  to  all  the  in- 
herent rights  and  liberties  of  his  natural-born  subjects  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain. 

III.  That  it  is  inseparably  essential  to  the  freedom  of  a  people,  and  the  un- 
doubted right  trf  Englishmen,  that  no  taxes  be  imposed  on  them  but  with  their 
own  consent,  given  personally  or  by  their  representatives, 

IV*  Thai  the  people  of  these  colonies  are  not,  and,  from  their  local  circum- 
ftanG*8*  cannot  be,  represented  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

V.  That  the  only  representatives  of  these  colonies  are  persons  chosen  therein  by 
themselves ;  *&d  that  no  taxes  ever  have  been,  or  can  be,  constitutionally  imposed 
«pon  them  but  by  their  respective  legislatures. 

VI.  That,  all  supplies  to  the  Crown  being  free  gifts  from  the  people,  it  is  un- 
reasonable*  vid  inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion, for  the  people  ofGreat  Britain  to  grant  to  His  Majesty  the  property  of  the  co~ 


VII*  That  trial  by  jury  is  the  inherent  and  invaluable  right  of  every  British  sub- 
jptt  m  ffcete  colonic*. 

VIH.  Thai  the  lata  act  of  parliament  entitled, X€  An  Act  for  granting  and  ap- 
plying teitaiitStampOu  ties  and  other  Duties  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Plantations 
m  AitflrfiiHj  &c"  by  imposing  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies ;  and  the 
aaod  act,  and  several  other  acts,  by  extending  the  jurisdiction  .of  the  Courts  of  AcW 

-vox..  II*  o  miralty 
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chap.  n.    without  their  consent,  and  by  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  courts 
n^     of  admiralty,  was  to  subvert  their  rights  and  liberties. 

A  petition  to  the  King  was  also  agreed  on,  together  with  a 
memorial  to  each  House  of  Parliament. 

These  papers  were  drawn  with  temper  and  firmness ;  they 
express  unequivocally  the  attachment  of  the  colonists  to  the 
mother  country,  and  assert  the  rights  they  claim  in  the  style  of 
conviction. 


miralty  beyond  its  antient  limits,  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  subvert  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  colonists. 

IX.  That  the  duties  imposed  by  several  late  acts  of  parliament,  from  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  these  colonies,  will  be  extremely  burthensome  and  grievous, 
and,  from  the  scarcity  of  specie,  the  payment  of  them  absolutely  impracticable. 

X.  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  these  colonies  ultimately  centre  in  Great 
Britain,  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  which  they  are  obliged  to  take  from  thence, 
they  eventually  contribute  very  largely  to  all  supplies  granted  to  the  Crown. 

XI.  That  the  restrictions  imposed  by  several  late  acts  of  parliament  on  the 
trade  of  these  colonies  will  render  them  unable  to  purchase  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain. 

XII.  That  the  increase,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  these  colonies  depend  on 
the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  an  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  mutually  affectionate  and  advantageous. 

XIII.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  British  subjects  in  these  colonies  to  petition 
the  King  or  either  House  of  Parliament. 

XIV.  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  these  colonies  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns, 
to  the  mother  country,  and  to  themselves,  to  endeavour,  by  a  loyal  and  dutiful 
address  to  His  Majesty,  and  humble  applications  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  stamp  duties,  of 
all  clauses  of  any  other  acts  of  parliament  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ad* 
miralty  is  extended  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  other  late  acts  for  the  restriction  of 
American  commerce* 

In 
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In  addition  to  these  measures,  Congress  recommended  to  the     chap.  it. 
several  colonies  to  appoint  special  agents,  who  should  unite  their        ms. 
utmost  endeavours  in  soliciting  redress  of  grievances;  and  hav- 
ing directed  their  clerk  to  make  out  a  copy  of  their  proceedings 
for  each  colony,  they  adjourned. 

To  interest  the  people  of  England  against  the  measures  of  Ad- 
ministration, associations  were  formed  in  every  part  of  the  con- 
tinent, for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  and 
against  the  use  of  those  imported  from  Great  Britain.  To  in- 
crease their  quantity  of  wool,  they  determined  to  kill  no  lambs, 
and  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  multiply  their  flocks 
of  sheep.  As  a  security  against  the  use  of  stamps,  proceedings 
in  the  courts  of  justice  were  suspended,  and  it  was  earnestly  re- 
commended to  settle  all  controversies  by  arbitration.  While  this  Violence  in 
determined  and  systematic  opposition  was  made  by  the  think-  *£*£?" 
ing  part  of  the  community,  there  were  some  riotous  and  disor- 
derly meetings,  especially  in  the  large  towns,  which  threatened 
serious  consequences.  Many  houses  were  destroyed, 'much  pro- 
perty injured,  and  several  persons  highly  respectable  in  cha- 
racter and  station  grossly  abused.  These  violences  received  no 
countenance  from  the  leading  members  of  society;  but  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  stimulate  the  mass  of  the  people  to  that  ri- 
gorous and  persevering  opposition  which  was  deemed  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  American  liberty,  and  yet  to  restrain  all 
those  excesses  which  disgrace  and  often  defeat  the  wisest  mea- 
sures. In  Connecticut  and  New  York  originated  an  association 
of  persons,  styling  themselves  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty"  who  bound 
themselves,  among  other  things,  to  march  to  any  part  of  the  con-* 
tinent,  at  their  own  expense,  to  support  the  British  constitution 

o2  in 
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chap,  it  in  America;  by  which  was  expressly  stated  to  be  understood, 
1765.  the  prevention  of  any  attempt  which  might  any  where  be  made 
to  carry  the  stamp  act  into  operation.  A  corresponding  com* 
mittee  of  these  M  Sons  of  Liberty5'  was  established,  who  addres- 
sed letters  to  certain  conspicuous  characters  throughout  the  colo- 
nies, and  contributed  very  materially  to  increase  the  spirit  of  op- 
,  position,  and  perhaps  the  turbulence  with  which  it  was  income 
places  attended 

change  in  the  While  these  transactions  were  taking  place  in  America,  cause* 
entirely  unconnected  with  the  affaire  o£  tshe  colonies  produced 
atotrf  relation  ki  the  Ikfti^  The  <JreiwiUe  party  wa^ 

succeeded  by  an  administration  mafnendly  to  a  further  .prosecu- 
tion of  the  plan  for  taxing  the  cokraiw  without  their  -coaaent. 
Generd  Conway,  now  one  of  tine  jprinDoipal  seoretau&es  «f  rstate* 
addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  jrespactiseK^erners  *xf  t&$48K 
tenaee>«  which  he -disapproved,  in  mild  terms,  the  violeat  me*- 
sures  Which  had  'been  adopted  in  America,  and  recommended 
to  them,  v^lethey  maintained  the  dignity  of  the<Irowaand<>f 
%  Parliament,  to  observe  a  temperate  and  conciliatory  conduct  to- 
wards the  colonists,  and  endeavour  iby  all  perauaaive  means  ,tt> 
festore  die  public  peace* 

i76s.  Parliament  was  opened  by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in  which 

His  Majesty  declared  "  his  firm  confidence  in  their  wisdom  and 
zeal,  which  would,  he  doubted  not,  .guide  them  to  such  sound 
and  prudent  resolutions  as  might  tend  at  once  to  ^preserve  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  British  Legislature  over  the  colonies* 
and  to  .restore  to  them  that  harmony  and  tranquillity  which  had 
htelybeen  interrupted  by  disorders  of  the  mostdaqgeraus  nature.'* 

5  .In 
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In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the     chap.  n. 
motion  for  the  address,  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  most  explicit  terms  con-       rfe^ 
demned  the  act  for  collecting  the  stamp  dudes  in  America,  and 
declared  his  opinion  to  be,  that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax. 
-die  colonies.  At  the  same  time  he  asserted  the  authority  of  that 
kingdom  to  be  sovereign  and  supreme  in  every  circumstance  of 
government  and  legislation  whatever.     He  maintained  the  diffi- 
cult proposition, "  that  taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  le- 
gislative power ;  but  that  taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of 
the  Commons  alone."     He  concluded  a  very#able  and  very  elo- 
quent speech,  by  recommending  to  the  House  "  that  the  Stamp 
Act  be  repealed  absolutely,  totally y  and  immediately?  * 

The  opinions  which  had  been  maintained  by  Mr.  Pitt  were 
-very  warmly  opposed  by  the  late  Ministers,  headed  by  Mr.  Gren- 
ville.  He  said  "  that  the  disturbances  in  America  were  grown 
to  tumults  and  riots;  ;he  doubted  they  bordered  on  open  rebel- 
lion; and,  if  the  doctrine  he  had  heard  that  day  should  be  con- 
finned,  he  feared  they  would  lose  that  name,  to  take  that  of  re- 
volution. Hie  government  over  them  being  dissolved, "  arevo- 
lution,"  he  said,  *  would  takfe  place  in  America."  He  contended 
that  taxation  was  a  part  of  the  sovereign  power;  one  branch 
of  the  legislation;  and  had  been  exercised  over  those  who  were 
not  represented.  He  could  not  comprehend  the  distinction  be- 
tween external  and  internal  taxation,  and  insisted  that  the  colo- 
rnies -ought  toibear  a  pact  ,of  the  burthens  occasioned  jby  a  war 
for  thekedefence. 

Hfoertristkig/Af^^  coneurredin  sentiment 

wukMr.Pitt,  and  the  act  eras  ff^peated ;  '-bint  its  jepesLwa^cr 

companied 
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companied  with  a  declaratory  act,  asserting  the  power  and  right 
of  Great  Britain  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

The  joy  in  America,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  eventf 
was  unbounded.  The  assertion  of  the  abstract  principle  of  right 
gave  them  but  little  concern,  because  they  considered  it  merely 
as  a  salvo  for  the  wounded  pride  of  the  nation,  and  believed  con- 
fidently that  Ho  future  attempt  would  be  made  to  reduce  it  to 
practice.  The  highest  honours  were  every  where  conferred  on 
those  parliamentary  leaders  who  had  been  strenuous  in  obtaining 
a  repeal  of  the  act;  and  in  Virginia  an  act  passed  the  House  of 
Burgesses  for  erecting  a  statue  to  His  Majesty,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  high  sense  of  his  attention  to  the  rights  and  peti- 
tions of  his  people.  With  the  repealing  and  declaratory  acts 
came  a  circular  letter  from  Secretary  Conway,  extolling  "  the  mo- 
deration, the  forbearance,  the  unexampled  lenity  and  tenderness 
of  Parliament  towards  the  colonies;"  this  signal  display  of 
which,  he  hoped,  "  could  not  but  dispose  them  to  that  return  of 
cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  and  legislative  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  those  sentiments  of  respectful  gratitude  to  the 
mother  country,  which  are  the  natural,  and",  he  trusted, "  would 
be  the  certain  effects  of  so  much  grace  and  condescension,  so  re- 
markably manifested  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  and  of  the  Par- 
liament*" 

Although  the  sentiment  of  joy  produced  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act  was  common  to  ill  the  colonies,  the  same  temper  did 
not  prevail  in  all  of  them:  the  commercial  regulations  excited,  in 
the  northern  trading  towns,  scarcely  less  disgust  than  had  been 
created  by  the  Stamp  Act  itself;  in  addition  to  which,  political  par- 
ties 
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ties  had  been  formed,  and  had  assumed  a  bitterness  in  some  of 
the  colonies  entirely  unknown  in  others;  and  the  first  measures 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  demonstrated  that  the  recon- 
ciliation with  the  mother  country  was  not  yet  cordial. 

The  letter  of  Secretary  Conway,  already  mentioned,  enclosed 
also  a  resolution  of  Parliament,  declaring  that  those  persons  who 
had  suffered  any  injury  or  damage,  in  consequence  of  their  as- 
sisting to  execute  the  late  act,  ought  to  be  compensated  by  the 
colonies  in  which  such  injuries  were  sustained. 

The  injuries  complained  of  had  been  principally  sustained  in 
Massachusetts ;  and  the  resolution  of  Parliament  was  laid  before 
the  General  Court  of  that  province  by  Governor  Bernard,  in  a 
speech  rather  in  the  spirit  of  the  late  than  of  the  present  Admi- 
stration — rather  calculated  to  irritate  than  assuage  the  angry  pas- 
sions which  had  lately  been  excited.  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives resented  his  manner  of  addressing  them,  and  appeared 
more  disposed  to  inquire  into  the  riots,  and  to  compel  those 
concerned  in  them  to  make  indemnities,  than  to  compensate  the 
sufferers  out  of  the  public  purse.  But  after  a  second  session, 
and  some  intimation  that  Parliament  would  enforce  its  requi- 
sition, the  desire  of  avoiding  further  controversies  with  the 
Government,  especially  on  a  point  which  would  unite  the  pre- 
judices of  all  thinking  men  against  them,  and  the  real  detestation 
in  which  those  disgraceful  tumults  were  held,  got  the  better  of 
their  resentment  against  the  Governor,  and  an  act  of  pardon  to 
the  offenders,  and  of  indemnity  to  the  sufferers,  was  passed :  but 
it  was  rejected  by  the  King,  because  the  Colonial  Assembly  had 

no 
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ckap.h.    Ao  power  under  their  charter  to  pass  an  act  of  general  pardon 
r!m       hm  at  the  instance  of  the  Crown. 

In  New  York,  where  General  Gage  was  expected  with  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops,  a  message  was  transmitted  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  the  Legislature,  desiring  their  compliance  with  an  act 
of  parliament  called  the  Mutiny  Act,  which  required  that  the 
colony  in  winch  any  of  His  Majesty's  forces  might  be  stationed, 
should  provide  for  them  barracks  and  certain  necessaries  in  their 
quarters.  The  Legislature  postponed  the  consideration  of  this 
message  until  the  troops  had  actually  arrived,  and  then,  after  a 
second  message"  from  the  Governor,  reluctantly  and  partially 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act.  * 

At  a  subsequent  session  the  Governor  brought  the  subject 
again  before  them ;  when  they  determined  that  the  act  of  par- 
liament could  only  be  construed  to  require  that  they  should  pro- 
vide necessaries  for  troops  on  a  march,  and  not  while  perma- 
nently stationed  in  their  country ;  because,  on  a  contrary  con- 
struction, the  colony  might  be  grievously  burthened  by  march- 
ing into  it  several  regiments. 

The  reason  assigned  for  not  complyiflg  with  this  act  of  par- 
liament, seems  to  evidence  the  opinion  that  it  was  rightfully 
obligatory :  and  yet  the  requisitions  of  the  Mutiny  Act  were  un- 
questionably a  tax ;  and  between  the  power  of  Parliament  to 
levy  a  tax  by  its  Own  authority,  and  to  levy  a  tax  through  the 
medium  of  the  Colonial  Legislatures,  they  having  no  right  to 
refuse  obedience  to  the  act,  no  essential  distinction  can  easily 
be  drawn.    It  is  Strange  that  such  inaccurate  ideas  should  then 

have 
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It$ve  prevailed  in  any  part  of  the  continent  concerning  the  coft-  chap.h. 
trol  which  might  rightfully  be  exercised  by  the  British  Parli*-  nss.  ' 
ment  over  the  colonies. 

It  was  considered  in  England  as  evidencing  a  strong  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  Ministers  to  avoijl  all  harsh  measures,  that 
this  instance  of  disobedience  was  punished  with  no  positive  pe- 
nalties ;  but,  resisting  all  the  violent  propositions  of  those  who 
contended  that  America  wa$  in  a  state  of  absolute  disorder  and 
open  rebellion,  they  contented  themselves  with  a  law  prohibiting 
the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  of  the  province  from  • 
passing  any  act  until  the  requisition  of  Parliament  had  been 
in  every  respect  complied  with. 

The  persevering  temper  of  Massachusetts  had  not  yet  found 
its  way  to  New  York,  and  this  measure  produced  the  desired 
effect;  the  Mutiny  Act  was  literally  complied  with. 

Two  companies  of  artillery,  driven  into  the  harbour  of  Bos- 
ton by  stress  of  weather,  applied  to  the  Governor  for  the  neces- 
sary and  usual  supplies.  He  laid  the  application  before  his 
Council,  who  advised  that, "  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  parliament? 
the  supplies  required  should  be  furnished.  They  were  furnished, 
and  the  money,  amounting  to  about  sixty  pounds  sterling, 
drawn  from  the  treasury  by  the  authority  of  the  Executive. 

The  General  Court  met  soon  after,  and  the  House  of  Repre-       nG7. 
aentatives,  very  early  in  the  session,  sent  a  message  to  the  Go-  thc^oSyAct. 
vefnor,  requesting  to  know  whether  any  provision  had  been 
made  for  His  Majesty's  troops  lately  arrived  in  their  harbour, 

vol.  ii.  p  and 
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cflAP.n.     and  by  whom?  and  whether  he  had  reason  to  expect  the  arrival 
n^T     of  any  more  troops  to  be  quartered  on  the  province  ? 

The  Governor,  in  reply,  transmitted  them  the  journals  of  the 
Council,  with  an  account  of  the  expense  incurred ;  and  also  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  jio  reason  to  expect  the  arrival  of  any 
additional  body  of  troops. 

The  House  expressed,  in  very  pointed  terms,  their  disappro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  the  Governor :  u  He.  had  no  right," 
they  said,  "  on  the  advice  of  Council,  to  issue  money  out  of  the 
treasury*  but  in  conformity  with  such  acts  as  may,  at  the  time, 
be  in  force  within  the  province ;  and,  in  the  case  of  his  exceed- 
ing his  authority  under  the  pressure  of  urgent  necessity,  it  was 
his  duty  to  seize  the  first  occasion  for  laying  the  matter  before 
that  House."  But  particular  umbrage  was  excited  by  the  decla- 
ration, that  these  steps  had  been  taken  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
parliament.  After  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  they  were  sur- 
prised to  find  that  this  act,  equally  odious  and  unconstitutional, 
should  remain  in  force.  They  lamented  the  entry  of  this  reason 
for  the  advice  of  Council  the  more,  as  it  was  an  unwarrantable 
and  unconstitutional  step,  which  totally  disabled  them  from  tes- 
tifying the  same  cheerfulness  they  had  always  shown  in  granting 
to  His  Majesty,  of  their  free  accord,  such  aids  as  his  service  has 
from  time  to  time  required." 

Copies  of  these  messages  were  transmitted  by  Governor  Ber- 
nard to  the  Ministry,  in  a  manner  not  calculated  to  render  the 
communication  less  unpleasant. 

The 
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The  idea  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America  was  highly  favoured  chap.  ii. 
in  England,  especially  by  the  landed  interest;  and  not  even  the  n£7 
weight  of  Administration  could  have  obtained  a  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act  on  the  naked  principle  of  right.  Few  were  hardy 
enough  to  question  the  supremacy  of  Parliament ;  and  their 
having  refceded  from  the  practical  assertion  of  their  power  to  tax 
the  colonists,  deeply  wounded  the  pride  and  grated  harshly  on 
the  feelings  not  only  of  the  King,  who  was  supposed  to  be  still 
under  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  but  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  nation. 

The  temper  now  discovered  in  some  of  the  colonies*  was  by 
no  means  calculated  to  assuage  the  wound  which  this  measure 
had  inflicted  on  the  haughty  spirit  of  the  rulers  of  that  county 
and  is  supposed  to  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  re- 
vival of  a  system  which  had  been  reluctantly  abandoned. 

Charles  Townshend,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  an  ad- 
ministration formed  by  Lord  Chatham,  a  man  of  splendid  and 
versatile  talents,  said  boas tingly  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
"  he  knew  how  to  draw  a  revenue  from  the  colonies  without 
giving  them  offence*."  Mr.  Grenville  eagerly  caught  at  the  de- 
claration, and  instantly  urged  this  Minister  to  pledge  hinptself  to 
bring  forward  the  measure  at  which  he  had  hinted.  A  bill  had 
been  decided  on  in  the  Cabinet  during  the  sickness  and  absence 
of  Lord  Chatham,  whose  infirmities  had  for  the  time  impaired 
both  his  talents  and  his  influence,  for  imposing  certain  duties  on 
tea,  glass,  paper,  and  painters'  colours,  imported  into  the  colo- 

*  Belsham. 
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chap.  H.      nies  from  Great  Britain,     This  bill  was  now  brought  into  Par- 
n^T      Kament,  and  passed  almost  without  opposition :  the  taxes  it  im- 
posed were  appropriated,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  Governors,  Judges,  and  other  officers  of  Go- 
vernment. 

The  friends  of  America  in  England  had  distinguished  between 
internal  and  external  taxation ;  and  the  same  distinction  had  also 
been  made  in  the  colonies*  As  the  power  of  Parliament  to  im- 
pose duties  for  the  purpose  of  commercial  regulations  had 
never  been  doubted,  it  is  possible  that,  if  the  present  measure 
had  been  adopted  in  the  first  instance,  it  might,  as  well  as  the 
act  laying  a  duty  on  sugars,  have  been  submitted  to  without 
examination;  but  the  discussions  to  which  the  Stamp  Act  had 
given  birth,  had  greatly  enlarged  the  circle  of  political  teiforma- 
tion  in  America,  and,  while  they  rendered  more  diffusive  among 
the  colonists  a  knowledge  of  their  rights,  had  inspired  also  a 
much  more  accurate  mode  of  thinking  respecting  them. 

The  present  duties  were  plainly  intended  not  to  regulate  com- 
merce, but  to  raise  a  revenue,  which  would  be  as  certainly  col- 
lected from  the  colonists  as  the  duties  on  stamps  could  have  been* 
The  principle  of  the  two  measures  was  precisely  the  same.  The 
mode  of  attack  indeed  was  varied,  but  the  same  object  was  still 
pursued.  Many  of  the  Americans  were  now  too  intelligent  to 
be  misguided  by  the  distinction  between  internal  and  external 
taxation,  or  by  the  precedents  quoted  in  support  of  the  right 
contended  for.  This,  they  said,  was  plainly  an  internal  tax,  as 
the  duties  would  be  unavoidably  paid  in  the  country;  and  if 
external,  yet  it  was  imposed*  not  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 

or 
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Of  restraining  trade,  but  of  raising  a  revenue ;  it  was  considered  chap.il 
as  establishing  a  precedent  of  taxation  for-  the  mere  purpose  of  "67. 
revenue,  which  might  afterwards  be  extended  at  the  discretion 
of  Parliament,  and  was  spoken  of  as  the  entering  wedge  designed 
to  make  way  for  impositions  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  The  appro- 
priation of  the  money  did  not  lessen  the  odium  of  the  tax:  the 
Colonial  Legislatures  considered  the  dependence  of  Governors 
and  other  officers  on  them  for  their  salaries,  as  the  best  security 
for  their  attending  to  the  interests  and  cultivating  the  affections 
of  the  provinces. 

With  these  sentiments  concerning  the  act,  it  was  not  strange  Act  imposing 
that  a  determination  was  made  to  oppose  its  execution*;  yet  the  &c.«wwwdia 
idea  of  its  being  unconstitutional  was  not  taken  up  so  suddenly  or 
so  universally  as  had  been  witnessed  in  the  case  of  the  Stamp  Act. 
Many  very  able  political  essays  appeared  in  the  papers,  demon- 
strating the  violation  contained  in  this  law  of  the  principles  of 
the  English  constitution  and  of  English  liberty ;  and  earnestly 
exhorting  the  people  of  America  to  take  measures  which  would 
defeat  its  operation.     The  effect  of  these  essays  was  gradual  but 
certain;  and  the  public  judgment  seemed  at  length  convinced, 
that  the  same  principle  which  had  before  been  successfully  op- 
posed was  again  approaching  under  a  different  garb. 

The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  met  in  December,  and 
very  early  in  the  session  took  under  their  consideration  several 
acts  of  parliament  which,  during  the  recess,  had  been  trans- 
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chap. it.    mitted  to  the  colony.     They  perceived  plainly  that  the  claim  to 
n£T^     tax  America  was  revived,  and  they  determined  to  oppose  it  with 
all  the  means  in  their  power* 


, ,   f      A  very  elaborate  letter  was  addressed  to  Dennis  de  Berdt,  Agent 

The  assembly  of  J  ^  , 

Idd^hie«Sr  ^or  t^ie  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  are  detailed  at  great 
bc'roTfh^"  fength*  and  with  much  weight  of  argument,  all  the  objections 
En^!ion  m  t0  be  made  to  the  late  acts  of  parliament.  Letters  signed  by 
the  Speaker  were  also  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  and 
General  Conway,  Secretaries  of  State;  to  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  Lord  Camden,  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  These  letters*,  while 
they  breathe  a  spirit  of  ardent  attachment  to  the  British  consti- 
tution and  the  British  nation,  manifest  a  perfect  conviction  that 
their  complaints  were  just ;  a  conviction  founded  on  an  entire 
understanding  of  the  soundest  political  principles,  which  ought 
to  have  arrested  the  mad  course  now  recommenced* 

"  Conscious  of  their  own  disposition,"  say  they  to  General 
Conway,  "  they  rely  upon  that  candour  which  is  a  distin- 
guished mark  of  your  character ;  and  however  they  may  have 
been  represented  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  as  undutiful,  turbu- 
lent and  factious,  your  sentiments  are  too  generous  to  impute 
expressions  of  uneasiness  under  the  operation  of  any  particular 
acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  to  a  peevish  or  discontented  habit, 
much  less  to  the  want  of  a  due  veneration  for  that  august  As- 
sembly. 

*  Prior  Documents. 
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u  This  House  is  at  all  times  ready  to  recognise  His  Majesty's     chap.it. 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  the  supreme  legislative  power  over        i76* 
the  whole  empire :  its  superintending  authority,  in  all  cases  con- 
sistent  with  the  fundamental  rules  of  the   Constitution,  is  as  * 
clearly  admitted  by  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  province  as  by 
those  within  the  realm.     Since  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  is  fixed,  it  is  humbly  presumed  that  the  subjects 
in  every  part  of  the  empire,  however  remote,  have  an  equitable 
claim  to  all  the  advantages  of  it." 

To  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  after  stating  die  hardships  encoun- 
tered by  their  fathers,  and  their  attachment  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, they  insist  that  the  common  law,  as  well  as  their  charter* 
gives  them  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of  British  subjects. 

Ci  The  spirit  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,"  they  proceed 
to  say,  "  supposes  that  all  the  free  subjects  of  any  kingdom  are 
entitled  equally  to  all  the  rights  of  the  Constitution ;  for  it  ap- 
pears unnatural  and  unreasonable  to  affirm,  that  local  or  any 
other  circumstances  can  justly  deprive  any  part  of  the  subjects 
of  the  same  prince  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  that 
Constitution  upon  which  the  Government  itself  is  formed,  and 
by  which  sovereignty  and  allegiance  are  ascertained  and  limited. 

u  There  are,  my  Lord,  fundamental  rules  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which,  it  is  humbly  presumed,  neither  the  Supreme  Le- 
gislative nor  the  Supreme  Executive  can  alter.  In  all  free  states 
die  Constitution  is  fixed ;  it  is  from  thence  the  Legislative  de- 
rives its  authority ;  therefore  it  cannot  change  the  Constitution 
without  destroying  its  own  foundation.  If,  then,  the  Consti- 
1  tution 
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chap.  it.    tution  of  Great  Britain  is  the  common  right  of  all  British  sub- 
net      jects,    it  is   humbly   referred   to   your   Lordship's  judgment, 
whether  the  Supreme  Legislative  of  the  empire  may  rightly  leap 
the  bounds  of  it  in  the  exercise  of  power  over  the  subjects  in 
America,  any  more  than  over  those  in  Britain, 

"  It  is  the  glory  of  the  British  Constitution  that  it  has  its 
foundation  in  the  laws  of  God  and  Nature ;  it  is  essentially  a 
right  that  a  man  shall  quietly  enjoy  and  have  the  disposal  of  his 
own  property :  this  right  is  ingrafted  into  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, and  is  familiar  to  the  American  subjects ;  and  your  LorcU- 
ship  will  judge  whether  any  necessity  can  render  it  just  and 
equitable  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  Supreme  Legislative 
of  the  empire  should  impose  duties,  subsidies,  talliages  and 
taxes,  internal  or  external,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a  re- 
venue upon  subjects  that  are  not,  and  cannot,  considering  their 
local  circumstances,  by  any  possibility,  be  equally  represented, 
and  consequently  whose  consent  cannot  be  had  in  Parliament. 

"  The  security  of  right  and  property  is  the  great  end  of  go- 
vernment :  surely,  then,  such  measures  as  tend  to  render  right 
and  property  precarious,  tend  to  destroy  both  property  and  go- 
vernment; for  these  must  stand  or  fall  together.  Property  is  ad- 
mitted to  have  existence  in  the  savage  state  of  nature  ;  and  if  it 
be  necessary  for  the  support  of  savage  life,  it  becomes  by  no 
means  less  so  in  civil  society.  The  House  entreats  your  Lordship 
to  consider  whether  a  colonist  can  be  conceived  to  have  any  pro- 
perty which  he  may  call  his  own,  if  it  may  be  granted  away  by 
any  other  body  without  his  consent;  and  they  submit  to  your 
Lordship's  judgment  whether  this  was  not  actually  done  when 
2  the 
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the  act  for  granting  x  to  His  Majesty  certain  duties  on  paper,     chap.ii. 
glass,  and  other  articles,  for  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of       ms. 
raising  a  revenue  in  America,  was  made." 

They  conclude  a  very  able  course  of  reasoning  on  the  ques- 
tion of  thei  constitutional  right  to  tax  America,  with  saying, "  It  is 
'by  no  means,  my  Lord,  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  dispute 
the  just  authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislative  of  the  nation,  that 
induces  them  thus  to  address  your  Lordship,  but  a  warm  sense 
of  loyalty  to  their  Prince,  and,  they  humbly  apprehend,  a  just 
concern  for  their  natural  and  constitutional  rights.  They  beg 
your  Lordship  would  excuse  their  trespassing  on  your  time  and 
attention  to  the  great  affairs  of  state ;  they  apply  to  you  as  a 
friend  to  the  rights  of  mankind  and  of  British  subjects:  as 
Americans  they  implore  your  Lordship's  patronage,  and  beseech 
you  to  represent  their  grievances  to  the  King  our  Sovereign,  and 
employ  your  happy  influence  for  their  relief." 

Arguments  which  would  have  appeared  so  conclusive  to  Eng- 
lishmen, if  urged  by  themselves,  in  support  of  their  own  rights, 
tad  but  little  weight  when  used  to  disprove  the  existence  of  their 
authority  over  others.  •  The  deep  and  solemn  tone  of  convic- 
tion, however,  conveyed  in  all  these  letters,  ought  to  have  pro- 
duced a  certainty  that  the  principles  assumed  in  them  had  made 
a  strong  impression,  and  would  not  lightly  be  abandoned :  it 
ought  to  have  been  foreseen  that,  with  such  a  people,  so  deter- 
mined, the  conflict  must  be  stern  and  hazardous ;  and,  even  if 
ultimate  success  might  be  counted  on,  it  was  well  worth  the 
estimate,  whether  the  object  would  compensate  the  means  used 
in  obtaining  it.  i 

vol.  ii.  ©  A  petition 
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charm.         A  petition  to  "the  King  was  also  agreed  on,  replete  with  pro* 
1768.       fessions  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  person  and  family;  but 
King.  stating,  in  very  explicit  terms,  the  sense  they  entertained  of  the 

acts  against  which  they  petitioned. 

After  the  petition  to  the  King  had  been  voted,  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  addressing ' 
their  sister  colonies  on  a  subject  equally  interesting  to  all.  After 
long  and  earnest  debate,  the  motion  for  the  address  was  lost  in 
a  house  consisting  of  eighty-two  members*;  but,  on  amotion 
for  re-considering  the  resolution,  which  was  made  on  a  subse- 
quent day,  in  a  house  consisting  of  the  same  number  of  mem- 
bers, it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority ;  and, 
by  an  immediate  subsequent  resolve,  the  first  resolution  was 
erased* 

circuiarietter       A  circular  letter  to  the  Assemblies  of  the  respective  colonies, 
Assemblies,      stating  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  then  agreed  to ;  one  copy  of  which  was  pre- 
sented to  their  Governor,  and  another  copy,  to  prevent  its 
being    misrepresented,    was   transmitted    to    their  agent     in 

London  f. 

To 

*  The  whole  number  of  members  was  then  one  hundred  and  ten. 

f  Province  of  Massachusetts'  Bay,  Feb.  nth,  1768. 

Sir, 
The  House  of  Representatives  of  this  province  have  taken  into  their  considera- 
tion the  great  difficulties  that  must  accrue  to  themselves  and  their  constituents,  by 
the  operation  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament  imposing  duties  and  taxes  on  the 

American  colonies, 

6  As 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON.  115 

To  avoid  what  might  give  to  these  measures  taken  in  defence    chap.il 
of  rights  believed  to  be  the  most  clear  and  the  most  sacred,  the        n«a   ' 

appearance 

As  it  is  a  subject  in  which  every  colony  is  deeply  interested,  they  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  but  your  House  is  duly  impressed  with  its  importance,  and  that  such 
constitutional  measures  will  be  come  into  as  are  proper.  It  seems  to  be  necessary 
that  all  possible  care  should  be  taken  that  the  representations  of  the  several  As- 
semblies! upon  so  delicate  a  point,  should  harmonize  with  each  other :  the  House 
therefore  hope  that  this  letter  will  be  candidly  considered,  in  no  other  light  than  as 
expressing  a  disposition  freely  to  communicate  their  mind  to  a  sister  colony,  upon 
a  common  concern,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  be  glad  to  receive  the  sen- 
timents of  your  or  any  other  House  of  Assembly  on  the  continent. 

The  House  have  humbly  represented  to  the  Ministry  their  own  sentiments>  that 
His  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Parliament  is  the  Supreme  Legislative  Power  over 
the  whole  empire ;  that  in  all  free  states  the  Constitution  is  fixed,  and,  as  the 
Supreme  Legislative  derives  its  power  and  authority  from  the  Constitution,  it 
cannot  overleap  the  bounds  of  it  without  destroying  its  foundation ;  that  the  Con- 
stitution ascertains  and  limits  both  sovereignty  and  allegiance  ;  and  therefore  hU 
Majesty's  American  subjects,  who  acknowledge  themselves  bound  by  the  ties  of 
allegiance,  have  an  equitable  claim  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  fundamental  rules 
of  the  British  Constitution ;  that  it  is  an  essential  unalttiable  right  in  nature,  in- 
grafted into  the  British  Constitution  as  a  fundamental  law,  and  ever  held  sacred  and 
irrevocable  by  the  subjects  within  the  realm,  that  what  a  man  hath  honestly 
acquired  is  absolutely  his  own,  which  he  may  freely  give,  but  cannot  be  taken 
from  him  without  his  consent ;  that  the  American  subjects  may  therefore,  ex- 
clusive of  any  consideration  of  charter  rights,  with  a  decent  firmness,  adapted  to 
the  character  of  freemen  and  subjects,  assert  this  natural  and  constitutional  right. 

It  is  moreover  their  humble  opinion,  which  they  express  with  the  greatest  de- 
ference to  the  wisdom  of  the  Parliament,  that  the  acts  made  there,  imposing 
duties  on  the  people  of  this  province,  with  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  raising 
a  revenue,  are  infringements  of  their  natural  and  constitutional  rights 5  because 
as  they  are  not  represented  in  the  British  Parliament  His  Majesty's  Commons  in 
Britain,  by  those  acts,  grant  their  property  without  their  consent. 

This  House  further  is  of  opinion,  that  their  constituents,  considering  their 
local  circumstances,  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  represented  in  the  Parliament ; 

as  and 


1768. 
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chap,  it  appearance  of  systematic  opposition  to  the  British  Government, 
the  House,  soon  after  concluding  their  circular  letter,  called  up  a 
requisition  of  the  Governor  to  make  a  further  provision  for  one 
of  the  King's  garrisons  within  the  province ;  which,  without 
acknowledging  the  obligations  of  the  Mutiny  Act,  they,  of  their 
free  accord,  instantly  complied  with.  Soon  afterwards  the  Go- 
vernor 


and  that  it  will  for  ever  be  impracticable  that  they  should  be  equally  represented 
there,  and  consequently  not  at  all,  being  separated  by  an  ocean  df  a  thousand 
leagues.  That  His  Majesty's  royal  predecessors,  for  this  reason,  were  graciously 
-pleased  to  form  a  subordinate  Legislative  here,  that  their  subjects  might  enjoy  the 
unalienable  right  of  a  representation.  A  so  that,  considering  the  utter  imprac- 
ticability of  their  ever  being  fully  and  equally  represented  in  Parliament,  and  the 
great  expense  that  must  unavoidably  attend  even  a  partial  representation  there,  this 
House  think  that  a  taxation  of  their  constituents,  even  without  their  consent, 
grievous  as  it  is,  would  be  preferable  to  any  representation  that  could  be  admitted 
for  them  there. 

Upon  these  principles;  and  also  considering  that  were  the  right  in  the  Parlia- 
ment ever  so  clear,  yet,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  would  be  beyond  the  rule  of  equity 
that  their  constituents  should  be  taxed  on  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  here, 
in  addition  to  the  duties  they  pay  for  them  in  England,  and  other  advantage*  ant- 
ing to  Great  Britain  from  the  Acts  of  Trade ;  this  House  have  preferred  a  humble, 
dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  made  such  repre- 
sentation to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  as  they  apprehend  would  tend  to  obuin  redre&. 

They  have  also  submitted  to  consideration,  whether  any  people,  can  be  said  to 
enjoy  any  degree  of  freedom,  if  the  Crown,  in  addition  to  its  undoubted  authority 
of  constituting  a  Governor,  should  appoint  him  such  a  stipend  "as  it  shall  judge 
proper  without  the  consent  of  the  people,  and  at  their  expense':  and  whether, 
while  the  Judges  of  the  land  and  other  civil  officers  hold  not  their  commission* 
during  good  behaviour,  their  having  salaries  appointed  fbrthem  by  the  Crown,  In- 
dependent of  the  people,  hath  not  a  tendency  to  subvert  the  principles  of  equity, 
and  endanger  the  happiness  and  security  of  the  subject. 

In  addition  to  these  measures,  the  House  have  written  a  letter  to  their  agent,  Mr. 
De  Berdt,  the  sentiments  of  which  he  is  directed  to  lay  before  the  Ministry, 
*  wherein 
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vernor  prorogued  the  General  Court.  This  measure  was  accom-  chap.  ii. 
panied  by  aq  angry  speech,  but  little  calculated  to  diminish  tlie  itss. 
resentments  of  the  House,  directed  personally  against  him — re- 
sentments occasioned  as  well  by  the  haughtiness  of  his  manners, 
and  a  persuasion  that  he  had  misrepresented,  in  his  letters  to  Mi- 
nisters, their  conduct  and  opinions,  as  by  the  unpopular  course 
his  station  at  present  required  him  to  pursue. 


wherein  they  take  notice  of  the  hardship  of  the  Act  for  preventing  Mutiny  and 
Desertion,  which  requires  the  Governor  and  Council  to  provide  enumerated  articles 
for  the  King's  marching  troops,  and  the  people  to  pay  the  expense;  and  also  the 
Commission  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  to  reside 
in  America,  which  authorizes  them  to  make  as  many  appointments  as  they  think 
fit,  and  to  pay  the  appointees  what  sums  they  please,  for  whose  malconduct  they 
are  not  accountable :  from  whence  it  may  happen  that  Officers  of  the  Crown  may 
be  Multiplied  to  such  a  degree  as  to  become  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
by  Virtue  of  a  Commission  which  doth  not  appear  to  this  House  to  derive  any  such 
advantages  to  trade  as  many  have  been  led  to  expect. 

These  are  the  sentiments  and  proceedings  of  the  House;  and  as  they  have  too 
much  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemies  of  the  colonies  have  represented  them  to 
fifis  Majesty's  Ministers  and  the  Parliament  as  factious,  disloyal,  and  having  a  dis- 
position to  mike  themselves  independent  of  the  mother  country,  they  have  taken 
occasion*  in  the  most  humble  terms,  to  assure  His  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  that, 
with  regard  to  the  people  of  this  province,  and  as  they  doubt  not  of  all  the  colonics, 
the  charge  is  unjust. 

The  House  i&  fully  satisfied  that  your  Assembly  is  too  generous  and  enlarged 
i*  sentiment  to  believe  that  this  letter  proceeds  from  an  ambition  of  taking  the 
lead,  or  dictating  to  the  other  Assemblies ;  they  freely  submit  their  opinion  to  the 
judgment  of  others ;  and  shall  take  it  kind  in  your  House  to  point  out  to  them  any 
thing  further  that  may  be  thought  necessary. 

This  House  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  their  firm  confidence  in  the 
King,  our  common  head  and  father,  that  the  united  and  dutiful  supplications  of 
his  distressed  American  subjects  wHI  meet  with  his  royal  and  favourable  ac- 
ceptance. ' 

the 
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char  n.  The  circular  letter  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Mas- 
n£7^  sachussetts  was  extremely  well  received  in  the  other  colonies ; 
they  generally  approved  the  measures  of  opposition  which  had 
been  taken,  and  readily  united  in  them.  They,  too,  petitioned 
the  King  against  the  obnoxious  acts  of  parliament,  and  in- 
structed their  several  agents  to  use  all  proper  means  to  obtain 
their  repeal.  Virginia  transmitted  to  her  sister  colonies  a  state- 
ment of  her  proceedings ;  and  in  the  letter  to  Massachusetts, 
communicating  the  representation  made  by  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses to  Parliament,  they  say,  u  that  they  do  not  affect  an  in- 
dependency of  their  parent  kingdom,  the  prosperity  of  which 
they  are  bound  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities  to  promote ;  but 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  authority  of  Parliament  to  make  laws 
for  preserving  a  necessary  dependence,  and  for  regulating  the 
trade  of  the  colonies.  Yet  they  cannot  conceive,  and  humbly 
insist  it  is  not  essential  to  support  a  proper  relation  between  the 
mother  country  and  colonies  transplanted  from  her,  that  she 
should  have  a  right  to  raise  money  from  them  without  their 
consent;  and  presume  they  da  not  aspire  to  more  than  the 
rights  of  British  subjects,  when  they  assert  that  no  power  on 
earth  has  a  right  to  impose  taxes  on  the*  people,  or  take  the 
smallest  portion  of  their  property,  without  their  consent  given 
by  their  representatives  in  parliament.  This  has  ever  been  con- 
sidered as  the  chief  pillar  of  the  constitution : — without  this 
support  no  man  can  be  said  to  have  the  least  shadow  of  liberty, 
since  they  can  have  no  property  in  that  which  another  can  by 
right  take  from  them  when  he  pleases  without  their  consent*/* 

On 

*  - 

*  In  this  letter,  too,  the  House  of  Burgesses,  aftef  reprobating  the  Act  impo- 
sing Duties  on  Glass,  &c,  express  their  opinion  concerning  the  Mutiny  Act  in  the 

following 
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On  the  first  intimation  of  the  measures  taken  by  Massachus-    chap.  n. 
setts,  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  who  had  been  appointed,  about       ms. 
the  close  of  the  year  1767,  to  the  then  newly-created  office  of  thcEariof 

7  '  Hillsborough. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  department  of  the  colonies,  addressed 
a  circular  letter  to  the  several  Governors,  to  be  laid  by  them 
before  the  Assemblies  of  their  respective  colonies,  in  which  he 
treats  the  circular  letter  of  Massachusetts  as  being  of  the  most 
dangerous  and  factious  tendency,  calculated  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  His  Majesty's  good  subjects  in  the  colonies,  to  pro- 
mote* an  unwarrantable  combination,  to  excite  and  encourage 
in  open  opposition  to  and  denial  of  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
and  to  subvert  the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution ;  and  he 
endeavours  to  prevail  with  them  to  treat  with  a  proper  resent- 
ment, what  he  terms  "  such  an  unjustifiable  attempt  to  revive 
those  distractions  which  have  operated  so  fatally  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  colonies,  and  of  the  mother  country;9'  but  in  any 
event  not  to  take  part  with  Massachusetts  by  approving  such 
proceedings* 

Far  from  producing  the  desired  effect,  this  letter  of  the  Earl , 

following  terms :  "  The  act  suspending  the  legislative  power  of  New  York,  they 
consider  as  still  more  alarming  to  the  colonies,  though  it' has  that  single  province 
in  view.  If  Parliament  can  compel  them  to  furnish  a  single  article  to  the  troops 
sent  over,  they  may,  by  the  same  rule,  oblige  them  to  furnish  clothes,  arms,  and 
every  other  necessary,  even  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  $  a  doctrine  replete 
with  every  mischief,  and  utterly  subversive  of  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable;  For 
what  advantage  can  the  people  of  the  colonies  derive  from  their  right  of  choosing 
their  own  representatives,  if  those  representatives,  when  chosen,  be  not  permitted 
to  exercise  their  own  judgments,  but  must 'be  under  a  necessity  (on  pain  of  being 
deprived  of  their  legislative  authority)  of  enforcing  the  mandates  of  a  British 
Parliament?" 

of 
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•  chap.  u.  of  Hillsborough  rather  served  to  strengthen  the  determination 
mi  of  the  colonies  to  unite  in  their  endeavours  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  laws  so  universally  detested ;  and  they 
declared  that  they  could  not  consider  as  an  ^warrantable  com* 
filiation,  a  concert  of  measures  to  give  weight  and  efficacy  to 
their  representations  in  support  of  principles  they  deemed  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  the  British  constitution,  and  of  British 
liberty. 

It  is  probable  that  this  letter. was  accompanied  with  instruc- 
tions to  dissolve  such  Assemblies  as  should  refuse  to  comply 
with  its  recommendation,  as  the  Assemblies  were  generally  dis- 
solved on  taking  die  saa^e,  into  consideration,  and  declining  t» 
gratify  the  wish  expressed  by  his  Lordship  respectijig  th^  con? 
duct  of  their  sister  colony. 

When  the  General  Cqurt  of  Massachusetts  was  again  can? 
vened,  Governor  Bernard  laid  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough, 
communicating  the  great  concern  of  His  Majesty,  that  "  a 
House,  at  the  end  of  a  session,  should  have  presumed  to  revert 
to  and  resolve  upon  a  measure  of  so  inflammatory  a  nature,  as 
that  of  writing  to  the  other  colonies  on  the  subject  of  their  in- 
tended representations  against  some  late  acts  of  parliament." 
After  stating  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Crown  of  this  mea- 
sure, in  terms  similar  to  those  used  in  his  circular  letter,  and 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  resolutions  were  passed  by  sur- 
prise, and  against  the  sense  of  the  Assembly,  he  declares  it  to 
be  the  King's  pleasure,  "  that  the  Governor  should  require  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  to  rescin4 
8  the 
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the  resolution  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the     chajut. 
Speaker,  and  to  declare  their  disapprobation  of,  and  dissent  from,        "«a 
that  rash  and  hasty  proceeding." 

-  This  message  unavoidably  produced  a  considerable  degree  of 
agitation;  but  without  coming  to  any  resolution  on  it,  the 
House  requested  the  Governor  to  lay  before  them  the  whole 
of  the  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  and  also  copies  of  such 
letters  as  had  been  written  by  his  Excellency  to  that  nobleman, 
on  the  subject  to  which  the  message  referred. 

The  letters  written  by  the  Governor  were  haughtily  refused ; 
but  the  residue  of  that  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  was  laid 
before  them.  That  minister  says,  "  If,  notwithstanding  the 
apprehensions  which  may  justly  be  entertained  of  the  ill  con- 
sequence of  a  continuance  of  this  factious  spirit,  which  seems 
to  have  influenced  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  last  session,  the  new  Assembly  should  refuse  to 
comply  with  His  Majesty's  reasonable  expectation,  it  is  the 
King's  pleasure  that  you  immediately  dissolve  them." 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  letter,  the  Governor  is  assured 
that  "  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty  shall  not  operate  to  his  pre- 
judice, or  to  the  discontinuance  of  any  necessary  establish- 
ments." 

No  immediate  answer  being  returned  to  these  communica- 
tions, the  Governor  pressed  the  House  to  a  decision  on  them, 
adding,  that  he  could  "  not  admit  of  a  much  longer  delay,  with- 
out considering  it  as  an  answer  in  the  negative." 
.  vol.  ii.  r  The 


122  THE   LIFE    OF 

chaf.ti.  The  next  day  the  House  requested  a  recess,  that  they  might 
nee.  consult  their  constituents  on  the  requisition  made  in  conse* 
queoce  of  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough's  letter.  This  being  re* 
fused,  a  letter  to  the  Earl  was  reported  and  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  ninety-three  'to  thirteen,  in  which  they  say,  u  The 
House  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  a  requisition  from  the  Throne 
of  this  nature,  to  a  British  House  of  Commons,  has  been  very 
unusual}  perhaps  there  has  been  no  such  precedent  since  the 
Revolution.  If  this  be  the  case,  some  very  aggravated  repre- 
sentations of  this  measure  must  have  been  made  to  His  Ma* 
jesty,  to  induce  him  to  require  of  this  House  to  rescind  a  reso- 
lution of  a  former  House*  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  their 
existence;  for,  my  Lord,  the  House  of  Representatives  duly 
elected  are  constituted  by  the  royal  charter  the  representative 
body  of  His  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  of  this  province  in 
the  General  Assembly." 

They  defend,  in  strong  and  manly  but  decent  terms,  their 
circular  letter,  and  then  proceed  to  say,  "  An  attempt,  my  Lord; 
to  impress  the  Royal  mind  with  a  jealousy  of  his  faithfiil  sub* 
jects,  for  which  there  are  no  just  grounds,  is  a  crime  of  the 
most  malignant  nature,  as  it  tends  to  disturb  and  destroy  that 
mutual  confidence  between  the  Prince  and  the  subject  which  iff 
the  only  true  basis  of  public  happiness  and  security.  Your 
Lordship,  upon  inquiry,  may  find  that  such  base  and  wicked 
attempts  have  been  made." 

After  stating  the  inexpressible  grief  of  the  people  of  the  pro-t 

vince  to  find  repeated  censures  falling  on  them,  "  not  from 

Ministers  of  State  alone*  but  from  Majesty  itself,"  and  saying 

5  that 
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chat  there  was  "  no  evil  in  life  which  they  felt  more  sensibly  chajml 
than  the  displeasure  of  their  Sovereign,"  they  state  their  pro-  i7<w. 
ceedings  relative  to  the  circular  letter,  so  as  to  show  the  pro- 
priety and  regularity  of  their  conduct  on  that  subject,  and  say, 
that  "  the  House  humbly  rely  on  the  Royal  clemency,  that  to 
petition  His  Majesty  will  not  be  deemed  by  him  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  a  respect  to  the  British  Constitution,  as  settled  at 
the  Revolution  by  William  the  Third ;  that  to  acquaint  their 
fellow-subjects  involved  in  the  .same  distress,  of  their  having  so 
done,  in  full  hopes  of  success,  even  if  they  had  invited  the 
union  of  all  America  in  one  joint  supplication,  would  not  be 
discountenanced  by  our  gracious  Sovereign  as  a  measure  of  an 
inflammatory  nature ;  that  whent  your  Lordship  shall  in  jus- 
tice lay  a  true  state  of  these  matters  before  His  Majesty,  he  will 
no  longer  consider  them  as  tending  to  create  unwarrantable 
combinations,  or  excite  an  unjustifiable  opposition  to  the  con- 
stitutional authority  of  Parliament;  that  he  will  then  truly 
discern  who  are  of  that  desperate  faction  which  is  continually 
disturbing-the  public  tranquillity ;  and  that,  while  his  arm  is 
extended  for  the  protection  of  his  distressed  and  injured  sub- 
jects, he  will  frown  upon  all  those  who,  to  gratify  their  own 
passions,  have  dared  to  attempt  to  deceiye  him." 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  House  would  rescind 
the  resolution  on  which  their  circular  letter  was  founded  ?  and 
it  passed  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  i>inety-two  to  seven- 
teen. 

A  letter  to  the  Governor  was  then  prepared,  stating  their  Auembiyof 

m  r*  •  •  •  •  •         Massachusetts 

motives  for  refusing  to  comply  with  the  requisition  to  rescind  di*ww«j. 

R  2  their 
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chap. a  their  resolution;  immediately  after  receiving  which  they  were 
prorogued,  and  the  next  day  they  were  dissolved  by  procla- 
mation. 


1768. 


Seizure  of  the 
sloop  Liberty. 


While  the  opposition  was  thus  conducted  by  the  Legislature 
with  temperate  firmness,  and  with  the  use  only  of  legitimate 
means,  the  general  irritation  occasionally  broke  out  in  the  town 
of  Boston  in  acts  of  violence,  denoting  evidently  that  the  body 
of  the  people,  at  least  in  that  place,  were  prepared  for  much 
atronger  measures  than  their  representatives  had  pursued. 

The  seizure  of  the  sloop  Liberty,  belonging  to  Mr.  Hancock, 
by  the  collector  and  comptroller  of  the  customs,  occasioned 
the  assemblage  of  a  tumultuous  mob,  who  beat  the  officers 
and  those  who  assisted  them,  took  possession  of  a  boat  belong- 
ing to  the  collector,  which  they  burnt  in  triumph,  and  patrolled 
the  streets  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  The  revenue 
officers,  fearing  for  their  safety,  took  refuge  first  on  board  the 
Romney  man  of  war,  and  afterwards  in  Castle  William.  After 
a  considerable  length  of  time  had  elapsed,  the  Governor  moved 
the  Council  to  take  into  consideration  some  measures  for  re- 
storing vigour  and  firmness  to  Government.  To  this  appli- 
cation the  Council  made  a  reply,  in  which  they  state,  "  that 
the  disorders  which  had  happened  were  occasioned  by  the 
violent  and  unprecedented  manner  in  which  the  sloop  Liberty 
had  been  seized  by  the  officers  of  the  customs."  And  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  in  a  justificatory  memorial  supported 
by  affidavits,  say,  "  the  principal  occasion  of  the  late  tumults 
arose  from  the  haughty  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  and 
other  officers  appointed  by  them.     The  Romney  man  of  war, 

having 
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having  moored  before  the  town,  intimidated  the  coasting  vessels  chap,  il 
bringing  provisions,  fire-wood,  &c.  committed  many  acts  of  .1768. 
violence  and  outrage,  and  in  particular  by  cutting  away  a  vessel 
from  Mr.  Hancock's  wharf,  and  detaining  her  several  days  with- 
out any  legal  proceeding  filed  against  her.  This  irritated  the 
people,  who  patrolled  the  streets  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
broke  several  windows  to  the  value  of  about  five  pounds  ster- 
ling, burnt  a  pleasure-boat  belonging  to  the  collector,  and 
then  dispersed  at  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 

A  petition,  presented  to  the  Governor  by  the  inhabitants 
assembled  in  a  town  meeting,  a  few  days  after  this  event,  pray- 
ing the  removal  of  the  Romney,  after  representing  the  griev- 
ances of  which  the  people  complained,  the  remonstrances 
which  had  been  transmitted  to  Parliament,  and  the  petitions  to 
the  Throne,  proceeds  to  state  that  they  had  waited  the  effect  of 
jthese  applications  with  the  greatest  attention  to  the  public 
peace,  until  they  found  themselves  invaded  with  an  armed 
force,  seizing,  impressing,  and  imprisoning  the  persons  of  their 
fellow-subjects,  contrary  to  express  acts  of  Parliament. 

Menaces,  they  said,  had  been  thrown  out  fit  only  for  barba- 
rians, which  already  affected  them  in  a  most  serious  manner,  and 
threatened  them  with  famine  and  desolation ;  as  all  navigation 
was  obstructed,  upon  which  alone  their  whole  support  depended, 
and  the  town  was  at  that  crisis  in  a  situation  nearly  such  as  if 
war  was  formally  declared  against  it 

Although  the  people  thus  justified,  or  rather  excused,  this  act 
of  violence,  the  Legislature  did  not  think  piroper  to  afford  it  their 

countenance. 
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chap.  n.  .countenance.  A  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  in- 
n$g.  quire  into  the  state  of  the  province,  after  reprobating  in  theinre- 
port  the  circumstances  attending  the  seizure,  to  which  they  attri- 
bute the  jnob  which  was  collected,  declare  their  utter  abhor- 
rence and  detestation  of  a  procedure  which  they  ipronounced  to 
be  very  criminal;  and  desire  the  Governor  to  direct  the  Attorney- 
General  to  prosecute  all  persons  concerned  in  the  riot.  They 
also  requested  that  a  proclamation  might  be  issued,  offering  a 
reward  to  any  person  who  should  make  discoveries,  by  which  the 
rioters  or  their  abettors  might  be  brought  to  condign  punish- 
ment, 

This  report,  however,  seems  toliavebeen  rather  intended  to  save 
appearances,  than  to  have  produced  any  real  effect  corresponding 
with  the  sentiment  it  expressed.  It  was  perfectly  understood  that 
no  person  would  dare  to  inform,  or  even  to  appear  as  a  witness 
in  any  prosecution  which  might  be  instituted  by  the  Attorney- 
General;  ^nd,  as  if  completely  to  prevent  further  proceedings, 
several  persons,  who  had  been  active  in  producing  the  riots,  were 
placed  on  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  succeeding  term.  Suits  were 
afterwards  instituted  against  Mr.  Hancock  and  others,  owners 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo ;  but*  as  it  was  thought  unsafe  to  hazard 
the  trial  of  them,  they  we^enev^r  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision. 

This  riot,  which  completely  demonstrated  the  impracticability 
of  executing  by  ordinary  means  the  obnoxious  laws  which  Go- 
vernment seemed  determined  to  enforce,  though  it  might  not 
occasion,  certainly  accelerated,  a  measure  which  tended  in  no 
considerable  degree  to  irritate  still  further  the  angry  dispositions 
already  so  prevalent  in  Boston- 

Ttepre- 
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Representations  had  already  been  made  by  tKe  Governor- to  chap: it. 
Administration,  stating  the  necessity  of  stationing  a  military  nls* 
force  in  the  province  for  the  protection  of  the  officers  employed 
in  collfecting  the  revenue,  and  of  the  magistrates  in  preserving 
die  public  peace;  and  orders  to  detach  at  least  one  regiment  on 
that  service  had.  already  been  given  to  General  Gage,  who  was 
directed  to  select' for  the  command  of  ir  an  officer  on  whose 
prudence,  resolution,  and  integrity,  he  could  entirely  rely.   The  » 

transactions  respecting  the   seizure   of  the  sloop  Liberty  ren- 
dered any  attempt  to  produce  a  countermand  of  these  orders  en- 
tirely abortive,  and  probably  was  the  cause  that  two  regiments  * 
instead  of  one  were  detached  by  General  Gage. 

Before  the  arrival  of  this- military  force,  the  Governor  had 
used  expressions  intimating  that  it  might  be  expected;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  a  committee  of  the  inhabitants  was  deputed  in 
a  town-meeting  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  to  learn  on  what  the 
suspicions  he  had  expressed  were  founded,  and  also  to  pr^y  him 
to  convene  another  General  Assembly* 

The  answer  of  the  Governor  confirmed  their  fears  respecting 
a  military  force,  though  Jie  assured  them  that  he  had  no  official 
communication  on  the  subject ;  and  contained  also  the  informa- 
tion, that  no  other  Assembly  could  be  convoked  until  his  Majes«~ 
ty's  commands  for  that  purpose  should- be  received. : 

It  seems  to  have  been  supposed  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Assem*- 
bly  of  Massachusetts  would  also  dissolve  the  opposition  to  the    . 
measures  of  Administration;  and  that  the  people^  having  no  longer 
constitutional  leaders,  being  no  longer  excited  and  conducted  by 

their. 
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chap,  it  their  representatives,  would  gradually  become  quiet,  and  return 
ne*  to  what  was  termed  their  duty  to  Government.  But  the  opinions 
expressed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  were  the  opinions  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  had  taken  too  deep  root  to  be  so 
readily  suppressed.  The  most  active  and  energetic  part  of  so- 
ciety had  embraced  them  with  enthusiasm ;  and  the  dissolution  of 
the  Assembly  only  created  a  necessity  for  devising  other,  per- 
haps more  efficient,  expedients,  and  hastened  a  mode  of  conduct- 
ing their  opposition  which  was  afterwards  universally  adopted. 

The  answer  of  the  Governor  to  their  message  being  reported, 
the  meeting  immediately  proceeded  to  resolve, "  That  to  levy  mo- 
ney within  that  province  by  any  other  authority  than  that  of  the 
General  Court,  was  a  violation  of  the  royal  charter,  and  of  the 
undoubted  natural  rights  of  British  subjects. 

"  That  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston  would,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  take  all 
legal  and  constitutional  measures  to  defend  all  and  singular  the 
rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities,  granted  in  their 
royal  charter. 

"  That,  as  there  was  an  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
an  approaching  war  with  France,  those  inhabitants,  who  were 
not  provided  with  arms,  should  be  requested  duly  to  observe  the 
laws  of  the  province,  which  required  that  every  householder  . 
should  furnish  himself  with  a  complete  stand." 

•   They  further  resolved,  "  That  as  the  Governor  did  not  think 

proper  to  call  a  General  Court  for  the  redress  of  their  griev- 

1  ances, 
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ances,  the  town  would  then  make  choice  of  a  suitable  number  of    chap.  n. 
persons  to  act  for  them,  as  a  committee*  in  a  convention  to  be        i?o«. 
held  at  Faneuil-hall  in  Boston,  with  such  as  might  be  sent 
join  them  from  the  several  towns  in  the  province/' 


Fjuieuil-hiU. 


These  votes  were,  at  the  desire  of  the  meeting,  communicated 
by  the  select  men  in  a  circular  letter  to  the  other  towns  in  the 
province,  which  were  invited  to  concur  in  them,  and  to  elect 
committee-men,  who  should  meet  those  of  Boston  in  convention. 

The  measure  was  very  generally  adopted,  and  a  Convention 
assembled,  which  was  regarded  with  all  the  respect  that  could 
have  been  paid  to  a  legitimate  assembly. 

The  country  in  general,  though  united  on  the  great  constitu-  fAoden^^t 
tional  question  of  taxation,  was  probably  not  exasperated  to  the 
same  point  with  the  people  of  Boston;  and  the  Convention  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  with  unexpected  moderation.  They  dis- 
claimed all  pretensions  to  any  other  character  than  that  of  mere 
individuals,  assembled,  by  deputation  from  the  towns,  to  consult 
and  advise  on  such  measures  as  might  tend  to  promote  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  province,  but 
without  power  to  pass  any  authoritative  or  governmental  acts. 

They  petitioned  the  Governor  to  assemble  the  General  Court, 
and  addressed  a  letter  to  the  agent  for  the  province  in  England, 
Stating  the  character  in  which  they  met,  and  the  motives  which 
brought  them  together.  After  expressing  their  opinions  with 
temper  and  firmness,  on  the  subjects  generally  complained  of, 
and  recommending  to  the  people  patience,  and  regard  to  good 

vol,  II.  s  order, 
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^^5?    order,  they  dissolved  thepaselves^and  returned  to  their  respective? 
n«8.       homes. 

The  report  that  the  two  regiments  were  ordered  to  Boston- 
had'  spread  through  the  country;  and  some  hints  which  had  beeo. 
thrown  out  seemed  to  have  created  an  apprehension,  that  the^ 
more  violent  part  of  the  town  would  oppose  their  landing,  and! 
precipitate  the  province  into  a  civil  war. 

The  day  before  the-  Convention  rose,  two  British  regiments^ 
commanded  by  Colonel  Dalrymple,  arrived  undef  convoy  in  Nan— 
tasketroad.     The  application  of  the  Governor  to  the  Coiyicil^ 
to  provide  quarters  for  them  in  Boston,  had  been  rejected,  be- 
cause there  were  barracks  sufficient  for  their  reception  in  the: 
castle ;  and  by  act  of  parliament  the  British  troops  were  to  be4 
quartered  no  where  else,  until  those  barracks  should  be  fulL  But 
a  report  having  prevailed  that  the  people  about  Boston  were  in  a. 
state  of  open  revolt,  General  Gage,  who  had  originally  directed 
one  regiment  to  be  stationed  in  the  town,  transmitted  such  or- 
ders, as,  combined  with  the  threats  which  had.  been  uttered,  of 
opposing  the  debarkation  of  the  troops,  induced  the  command- 
ing officer  to  determine  to  land  both  regiments  in  Boston.     The 
fleet,  therefore,  was  put  in  motion,  and  took  a  station  which 
commanded  the  whole  town*     The  ships  of  war  lay  with  their 
broadsides  towards  the  town,  with  springs  on  their  cables,  and 
their  guns  ready  for  firing  on  the  place  should  any  resistance  be 
attempted.     These  formidable  ^preparations  having  been  made, 
the  troops  began  to  land  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  un- 
der cover  of  the  cannon  of  tibeir  ships.     This  being  effected 
without  experiencing  any  opposition,  they  marched  into  the  town 
5  with 
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-with  loaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets,  in  all  that  military 
pomp  and  parade  which  indeed  are  usual  on  such  occasions,  but 
which  were  believed  by  the  inhabitants  to  be  .then  displayed  for 
the  purposes  of  intimidation  or  irritation. 

The  Select  Men,  as  well  as  the  Council,  having  refused  to 
provide  quarters  in  town  for  the  troops,  the  State-house  was,  by 
order  of  the  Governor,  opened  for  their  reception,  and  they 
took  possession  of  all  the  apartments  belonging  to  it,  except  that 
which  was  reserved  for  the  Council;  and  two  field-pieces  with 
the  main  guard  were  stationed  just  in  its  front.  The  utmost  in- 
dignation and  disgust  were  excited  among  the  people  at  seeing  the 
chamber  of  their  Representatives  filled  with  regular  soldiers, 
their  Counsellors  surrounded  with  foreign  troops,  and  their 
whole  city  exhibiting  the  appearance  of  a  garrisoned  town* 
The  inhabitants  also  complained  of  being*  challenged  as  they 
passed  and  repassed;  and  the  devout  were  disturbed  by  military 
music,  which  often  offended  their  ears  during  divine  service. 
With  the  difference  of  manners  between  the  soldiers  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  and  the  strong  prejudices  reciprocally 
entertained  against  each  other,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  personal 
broils  should  frequently  occur,  and  mutual  antipathies  already 
so  strong  be  still  further  increased. 

While  these  measures  were  pursuing  in  America,  every  session 
of  Parliament  was  opened  with  information  from  the  King,  that 
a  disposition  to  refuse  obedience  to  4:hc  laws,  and  to  resist  the 
authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature  of  the  nation,  still  pre- 
vailed among  his  misguidedsubjects  in  some  of  die  colonies.  In 
the  addresses  answering  .the  speeches  from   the  throne,  both 

s  2  '      Houses 
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chap.  n.     Houses  uniformly  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  the  rebellious 
i76«.        spirit  manifested  in  the  colonies,  and  their  approbation  of  the 
measures  taken  by  His  Majesty  for  the  restoration  of  order  and 
good  government* 

proceeding*  of  To  give  a  more  solemn  expression  to  the  sense  of  Parliament 
on  this  subject,  joint  resolutions*  of  both  Houses  were  at  length 
entered  into,  condemning  in  the  strongest  terms  the  measures 
pursued  by  the  Americans ;  and  an  address  was  likewise  agreed 
on,  approving  the  conduct  of  the  Crown,  giving  assurances  of 
effectual  support  to  such  further  measures  as  might  be  found  ne- 
cessary 


*  Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  that 
the  votes,  resolutions,  and  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  last,  respecting  seve- 
ral late  acts  of  parliament,  so  far  as  the  said  votes,  resolutions,  and  proceeed- 
ings,  do  import  a  denial  of,  or  to  draw  into  question,  the  power  and  authority 
of  His  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  the  Commons,  in  Parliament  assembled,  to  make  laws  and  sta- 
tutes of  sufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  and  people  of  America, 
subjects  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  are  illegal,  uncon- 
stitutional, and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain. 

Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  that 
the  resolution  of  the  said  House  of  Representatives  of  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  in  January  last,  to  write  letters  to  the  several  Houses  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  British  colonies  in  the  continent,  desiring  them  to  join  with  the 
^aid  House  of  Representatives  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  fay,  in  peti- 
tions which  do  deny  or  draw  into  question  the  right  of  Parliament  to  impose  du- 
ties and  taxes  upon  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  America ;  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  resolution,  the  writing  such  letters,  in  which  certain  late  acts  of  parliament 
imposing  duties  and  taxes  are  stated  to  be  infringements  of  the  rights  of  His 

Majesty's 
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cessary  to  maintain  the  civil  magistrates  in  a  due  execution  of  chap.it. 
the  laws  within  the  province  of  Massachussetts  Bay ;  and  be*  n&. 
seeching  him  to  direct  the  Governor  of  that  colony  to  obtain, 
and  transmit  to  His  Majesty,  information  of  all  treasons  com- 
mitted in  Massachussetts  since  the  year  1767,  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  had  been  most  active  in  promoting  such  of- 
fences, that  prosecutions  might  be  instituted  against  them  within 
the  realm,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  of  the  35th  of  Henry 

the  Eighth. 

These 


Majesty's  subjects  of 'the  said  province,  are  proceedings  of  a  most  unwarrantable 
and  dangerous  nature,  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in 
the  other  colonies,  tending  to  create  unlawful  combinations  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  Great  Britain,  and  subversive  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  that 
in  these  circumstances  ef  the  province  of  Massachussetts  Bay,  and  of  the  town 
of  Boston,  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws,  became  impracticable  without  the  aid  of  a  military  force  to  support  and 
protect  the  civil  magistrates  and  the  officers  of  His  Majesty's  revenue. 

Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  assembled,  that 
the  declarations,  resolutions,  and  proceedings  in  the  town-meeting  in  Boston,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  June  and  twelfth  of  September,  were  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional, and  calculated  to  excite  sedition  and  insurrections  in  His  Majesty's  pro- 
vince of  Massachussetts  Bay. 

Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  that 
the  appointment  at  the  town-meeting  of  the  twelfth  of  September,  of  a  Conven- 
tion to  be  held  in  the  town  of  Boston  on  the  twenty-second  of  that  month,  to 
consist  of  deputies  from  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  province  of  Mas- 
sachussetts Bay,  and  the  issuing  a  precept  by  the  Select  Men  of  the  town  of 
Boston  to  each  of  the  said  towns  and  districts  for  the  election  of  such  deputies, 
were  proceedings  subversive  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  evidently  mani- 
festing a  design  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Boston  to  set  up  a  new  and 
unconstitutional  authority,  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved, 
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chap.  ii.  These  threatening  declarations,  which  seem  to  have  been  par- 
i76&  ticularly  directed  against  Massachussetts  Bay*,  in  the  hope  that 
the  other  provinces  might  be  deterred  from  involving  them- 
selves in  her  dangers,  made  no  impression  on  the  colonists  in 
any  degree  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  mother  country. 
Their  resolution  to  resist  the  exercise  of  the  authority  claimed 
by  Great  Britain  not  only  remained  unshaken,  but  manifested  * 
itself  in  a  still  more  determined  form. 

no?).  Not  long  after  these  votes  of  the  British  Parliament,  the  As-' 

Resolutions  of  .     . 

the  House  of    sembly  of  Virginia  was  convened  by  Lord  Bottetourt,  a  noble- 

Burgesscsof  °  ... 

Virginia.  man  Qf  the  most  conciliating  and  popular  manners,  who  had 
been  recently  appointed  Governor  of  that  colony.  A  copy  of 
the  proceedings  having  already  been  received,  the  House  took 
into   their   immediate  consideration  the  state  of  the  colony* 


Resolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  that 
the  elections  by  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  province  of  Massachussetts  Bay, 
of  deputies  to  bit  in  the  same  Convention,  and  the  meeting  of  such  Convention  iu 
consequence  thereof,  were  daring  insults  offered  to  His  Majesty's  authority, .  and 
audacious  usurpations  of  the  powers  of  government. 

*  These  resolutions  originated  in  the  House  of  Lord?,  and  passed  both  Houses 
"by  immense  majorities.  In  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Barre 
commented  with  great  force  on  their  being  levelled  particularly  at  Massachussetts, 
when  the  offence  of  resistance  was  common  to  all  the  colonies.  He  said, 
"  Away  with  these  partial  resentful  trifles,  calculated  to  irritate,  and  not  to  quell 
or  appease,  inadequate  to  their  purpose,  and  unworthy  of  us !  Why  will  you 
endeavour  to  deceive  yourselves  and  us  ?  You  know  that  it  is  not  this  place  only 
which  disputes  your  right,  but  every  part.  They  tell  you  that  you  have  no  right 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other.  My  sentiments  of  this  matter  you 
well  know.  Consider  well  what  you  are  doing.  Act  openly  and  honestly.  TeH 
them  you  will  tax  them,  and  that  they  must  submit.  Do  not  adopt  this  little, 
iiitfidk>u5,  futile  pJan  ;  they  will  despise  you  for  it." 

-and 
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and  passed,  unanimously,  several  resolutions,  asserting  in  the     chap.h. 
most  decisive  terms  the  exclusive  right  of  that  Assembly  to        ma 
impose  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  within  His  Majesty's  dominion 
of  Virginia,  and  their  undoubted  right  to  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances,  and  to  obtain  a  concurrence  of  the  other  colonies 
in  such  petitions..    Alluding  particularly  to  the  joint  address 
%  ef  the  two  Houses  to  the  King*  they  also  resolved,  that  all  per- 
sons charged  with  the  commission  of  any  offence  within  that 
colony,  were  entitled  to  a  trial  before  the  tribunals   of  the 
country,  according  to  the  fixed  and  known  course  of  proceed- 
ing therein  ;  and  that  to  seize  such  persons  and  transport  them 
beyond  sea  for  trial,  derogated  in  a  high  degree  from  the  rights 
of  British  subjects;  as.  thereby  the  inestimable  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  a  jury  from  the  vicinage,  as  well  as  the  liberty  of. 
summoning  and  producing  witnesses  on  such  trial,  would  be 
taken  away  from  the  party  accused. 

An  address*  to  His  Majesty  was  also  agreed  on,   which 
states,  in  the  style  of  loyalty  and  real  attachment  to  the  Crown,. 

the 


*  This  address  manifests  so  clearly  the  then  real  temper  of  a  colony  which  took 
a  very  active  part  in  the  contest  with  the  mother  country,  that,  it  cannot  be 
entirely  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty :  . 

The  humble  Address  of  his  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects  of  the  House  of  Burgesses- 
of  His  Majesty's  antient  Colony  of  Virginia,  met  in  General  Assembly. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 
We  Your  Majesty's  most  loyal,  dutiful,  and  affectionate  subjects,   the  House 
-of  Burgesses  of  this  Your  Majesty's  antient  colony  of  Virginia,  now  met  in  General 

Assembly, . 
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chap.ii.    the  deep  conviction  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia, 
rr^T     that  the  complaints  of  the  colonists  were  well  founded. 

Intelligence 


Assembly,  beg  leave  in  the  humblest  manner  to  assure  Your  Majesty  that  yoor 
faithful  subjects  of  this  colony,  ever  distinguished  by  their  loyalty  and  firm  attach- 
ment to  Your  Majesty,  and  your  royal  ancestors,  far  from  countenancing  traitors, 
treasons,  or  misprisions  of  treasons,  are  ready  at  any  time  to  sacrifice  our  lives  and 
fortunes  in  defence  of  Your  Majesty's  sacred  person  and  government. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  and  most  heartfelt  grief  that  Your  Majesty's 
dutiful  subjects  of  this  colony  find  that  their  loyalty  has  been  traduced,  and  that 
those  measures,  which  a  just  regard  for  the  British  constitution  (dearer  to  them 
than  life)  made  necessary  duties,  have  been  represented  as  rebellious  attacks  upon 
Your  Majesty's  government. 

When  we  consider  that  by  the  established  laws  and  constitution  of  this  co- 
lony, the  most  ample  provision  is  made  for  apprehending  and  punishing  all  those 
who  shall  dare  to  engage  in  any  treasonable  practices  against  Your  Majesty,  or 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Government,  we  cannot  without  horror  think  of  the 
new,  unusual,  and,  permit  us  with  all  humility  to  add,  unconstitutional  and  illegal 
mode  recommended  to  Your  Majesty,  of  seizing  and  carrying  beyond  sea  the 
inhabitants  of  America  suspected  of  any  crime,  and  trying  such  persons  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  the  antient  and  long-established  course  of  proceeding.  For 
how  truly  deplorable  must  be  the  case  of  a  wretched  American,  who,  having  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  any  one  in  power,  is  dragged  from  his  native  home,  and 
his  dearest  domestic  connections,  thrown  into  a  prison,  not  to  await  his  trial  before 
a  court,  jury,  or  judges,  from  a  knowledge  of  whom  he  is  encouraged  to  hope  for 
speedy  justice,  but  to  exchange  his  imprisonment  in  his  own  country  for  fetters 
among  strangers !  Conveyed  to  a  distant  land,  where  no  friend,  no  relation,  will 
alleviate  his  distresses,  or  minister  to  his  necessities,  and  where  no  witness  can  be 
found  to  testify  his  innocence ;  shunned  by  the  reputable  and  honest,  and  con- 
signed to  the  society  and  converse  of  the  wretched  and  the  abandoned,  he  can 
only  pray  that  he  may  soon  end  his  misery  with  his  life. 

Truly  alarmed  at  the  fatal  tendency  of  these  pernicious  counsels,  and  with  hearts 
filled  with  anguish  by  such  dangerous  invasions  of  our  dearest  privileges,  we  pre- 
sume to  prostrate  ourselves  at  the  foot  of  your  royal  throne,  beseeching  Your  Ma- 
1  jetty, 
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Intelligence  of  these  proceedings  having  reached  the  Go-  chap.-ii. 
vernor,  he  suddenly  dissolved  *  the  Assembly,  the  members  of  ^eoT 
which  then  convened#  at  a  private  house,  and,  having  chosen  nor  dissoWci 
their  Speaker  moderator,  proceeded  to  form  a  non-importing  TheM^i*™ 

_     form  and  sign 

agreement,  which  was  signed  by  every  person  present,  and  anon-impor- 
which,  being  recommended  by  them  to  the  people,  was  sub-  mcnt. 
6cribed  almost  universally  throughout  the  province. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  controversy,  the  opinion   Measures  ge- 
seems  to  have  prevailed  extensively  throughout  the  colonies,  *&Jt  the  !m- 
that  the  most  effectual  means  of  succeeding  in  the  struggle  in  Sntish  manu- 

,  factures. 

which  they  were  engaged,  were  those  which  would  interest  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  in  their  favour. 
Associations  had  therefore  been  set  on  foot  in  Massachussetts, 
as  early  as  the  beginning  of  May  1768,  for  the  non-importation 
of  goods  from  that  country.     The  merchants  of  some  of  the 


jesty,  as  our  king  and  father,  to  avert  from  your  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  of 
America  those  miseries  which  must  necessarily  be  the  consequence  of  such  mea- 
sures. 

'*  After  expressing  our  firm  confidence  of  your  royal  wisdom  and  goodness,  per- 
mit us  to  assure  Your  Majesty,  that  the  most  fervent  prayers  of  your  people  of 
this  colony  are  daily  addressed  to  the  Almighty,  that  Your  Majesty's  reign  may  be 
long  and  prosperous  oyer  Great  Britain,  and  all  your  dominions ;  and  that  after 
death  Your  Majesty  may  taste  the  fullest  fruition  of  eternal  bliss,  and  that  a  de- 
scendant of  your  illustrious  house  may  reign  over  the  extended  British  empire 
until  tiinc  shall  be  no  more." — Vide  Virginia  Gazette,   May  J  8,  1  769. 

*  The  manner  of  dissolving  this  Assembly  was  long  recollected  in  Virginia.. 
The. Governor,  suddenly  appearing,  addressed  them  in  these  words:  "  Mr. 
Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Burgees,  I  have  heard  of  your  resolves, 
-and  augur  ill  of  their  effects.  You  have  made  it  my  duty  to  dissolve  you,  an4 
you  are  dissolved  accordingly." 

VOL.  II.'  t  trading 
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chap.  it.  trading  towns  in  the  other  colonies,  especially  those  of  Phila- 
ilw  delphia,  although  perfectly  according  with  their  countrymen 
in  opposing  the  claims  of  the  mother  country,  refused  at  that 
time  to  concur  in  a  measure  which  they  deemed  too  strong 
for  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  it  was  for  the  moment  laid 
aside.  But  in  the  beginning  of  August  it  was  resumed  in 
Boston ;  and  the  merchants  of  that  place,  generally,  entered  into 
an  agreement  not  to  import  from  Great  Britain  any  articles 
whatever,  except  a  few  of  the  first  necessity,  between  the  1st 
of  January  1769  and  the  1st  of  January  1770,  and  not  to 
import  tea,  glass,  paper,  or  painters'  colours,  until  the  duties 
imposed  on  those  articles  should  be  taken  off. 

This  agreement  was  soon  afterwards  adopted  in  the  town  of 
Salem,  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  province  of  Connecticut, 
but  was  not,  however,  generally  entered  into  through  the  colo- 
nies, until  the  resolutions  and  address  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  which  have  already  been  mentioned,  seemed  to  cut 
off  the  hope  that  petitions  and  memorials  would  alone  effect 
the  object  for  which  they  contended.  The  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  which  took  place  very  soon 
after  the  intelligence  of  those  resolutions  and  that  address  had 
reached  America,  were,  by  order  of  the  House,  transmitted  by 
their  Speaker  to  the  Speakers  of  the  several  Assemblies  through- 
out the  continent.  The  occasion  seemed,  in  die  opinion  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies,  to  require  measures  of  greater 
energy  than  had  heretofore  been  adopted ;  and  an  association, 
similar  to  that  which  had  been  formed  by  their  elder  sister, 
was  entered  into  by  Maryland,  and  North  and  South  Carolina. 
The  inhabitants  of  Charleston  went  so  far  as  to  break  off  all 

connection 
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connection  with  Rhode  Island  and  Georgia,  the  inhabitants  of  chap.  h. 
which  colonies  they  charged  with  having  acted  a  part  most  in>% 
singularly  infamous,  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
glorious  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  American  rights.  This 
vigorous  measure  was  probably  not  without  its  influence,  as 
those  provinces  soon  afterwards  entered  into  the  agreements 
which  had  now  become  common  throughout  America. 

In  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  where  Mr.  Wentworth, 
a  very  popular  Governor,  possessed  great  influence,  there  was 
also  discovered  a  considerable  degree  of  reluctance  in  adopting 
this  measure ;  but  being  threatened  with  a  suspension  of  their 
whole  intercourse  with  the  other  colonies,  the  merchants  of 
that  place  likewise,  following  the  example  so  generally  set  them, 
joined  in  an  association  similar  to  that  which  had  been  else- 
where very  generally  adopted. 

All  ranks  and  conditions  of  persons  united  in  giving  effect 
to  this  agreement.  The  utmost  exertions  were  used  to  improve 
the  manufactures  of  the  country ;  and  the  fair  sex,  laying  aside 
the  late  fashionable  ornaments-  of  England,  exulted  with  patriotic 
pride  in  appearing  dressed  with  the  produce  of  their  own  looms. 
Committees  chosen  by  the  people  superintended  every  where 
the  importations  which  were  made,  and  the  force  of  public 
opinion  secured,  in  a  great  degree,  from  violation,  the  asso- 
ciations which  had  been  formed. 

The  situation  of  Massachussetts  rendering  a  legislative  grant  Oenerai  Conr* 
of  money  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  the  Gene-  1? Ma^chi^. 

setts* 

ral  Court  of  that  province  was  again  convened.      The  members 

T  2  of 
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chap.  it.  of  the  former  House  of  Representatives  were  generally  re-elect* 
,  1769.  ed,  and  brought  with  them  the  temper  which  had  occasioned 
tproce  mgs.  t^e\r  dissolution.  Discovering  no  disposition  to  enter  on  the  bu- 
siness for  which  they  were  called  together,  they  immediately 
engaged  in  a  controversy  with  the  Governor*,  concerning  the 
removal  of  the  ships  of  war  from  the  harbour,  and  troops  from 
the  town  of  Boston,  which,  as  the  representative  of  the  Crown, 
they  insisted  on  his  power  to  do* 

i;  prorogued.  In  the  expectation  that  by  removing  the  General  Court  from  a 
place  where  the  members  were,  by  the  great  influence  of  the 
metropolis,  excited  to  and  supported  in  the  system-  they  had 


*  This  contest  is  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Gordon : — Ci  The  General  Court  being- 
called  together  according  to  charter,,  a  Committee  from  the  House  of  Represen*- 
tatives  remonstrated  to  hie  Excellency,  '  That  an  armament  by  sea  and  land 
investing  this  metropolis  (Boston,)  and  a  military  guard  with  cannon  pointed  at 
the  door  of  the  State-House,  where  the  Assembly  is  held,  are  inconsistent  with 
that  dignity  and  freedom  with  which  they  have  a  right  to  deliberate,  consult,  and 
determine.  They  expect  that  your  Excellency  will,  as  His  Majesty's  representa- 
tive, give  effectual  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  above-mentioned  forces  by  sea 
and  land  out  of  this  port,  and  the  gates  of  this  city,  during  the  session  of  the 
said  Assembly/  The  Governor  returned  for  answer,- — €  Gentlemen,  I  have  no 
authority  over  His  Majesty's  ships  in  this  port,  or  his  troops  in  this  town.'  A 
few  days  after  receiving  this  answer,  the  House,  in  a  message  to  him,  declared  : 
'  The  use  of  the  military  power  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  constitution,  and 
the  very  nature  of  government.  The  military  force  is  uncontrollable  by  any  au- 
thority in  the  province;  it  is  then  a  power  without  any  check  here,  and  therefore 
it  is  so  far  absolute.    What  privilege,  what  security  then  is  left  to  this  House  ?'" 

Gordon/ s  History  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  259. 

adopted 
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adopted,  they  might  be  induced  to  enter  on  the  ordinary  busi-  chap.h. 
ness  of  the  country,  the  Governor  adjourned  them  to  meet  at  atgoT 
Cambridge. 

Far  from  producing  the  intended  effect,  this  measure  served  to 
increase  the  existing  irritation.  The  business  recommended  to 
them  remained  some  time  unnoticed ;  their  altercations  with  the 
Governor  continued  ;  and  they  entered  into  several  warm  reso- 
lutions *,  enlarging  the  catalogue  of  grievances,  and  expressed 

in 


*  The  following  are  the  Resolutions  alluded  to  : 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  His  Majesty's  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bayr 
convened  by  His  Majesty's  authority,  by  virtue  of  his  writ,  issued  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  province,  and  this  House,  think- 
ing it  their  duty  at  all  times  to  testify  their  loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  as  well  as  their 
regard  to  ttye  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  themselves  and  their  constitu- 
ents, do  pass  the  following  Resolutions,  to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the 
House : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do,  and  ever  will,  bear  the  firmest  allegiance  to  our 
rightful  Sovereign  King  George  III.  and  are  ever  ready  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes to  defend  His  Majesty's  person,  family,  crown  and  dignity. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  concur  in,  and  adhere  to,  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  year  1765,  and  particularly  in  that  essential  princi- 
ple, that  no  man  can  be  taxed,  or  bound  in  conscience  to  obey  any  law  to 
which  he  has  not  given  his  consent  in  person  or  by  his  representative. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  it  is  the  indubitable  right  of  tie 
subject  in  general,  and  consequently  of  the  colonies  jointly  or  severally,  to  peti- 
tion the  King  for  redress  of  grievances;  and  that  it  is  lawful,  whenever  they  think. 

it 
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chap.ii.     In  terms  of  infinitely  greater  exasperation  than  had  hereto- 
k  i76»T      fore  appeared  in  the  official  acts  of  any  Legislature  on  the 
continent. 

Not 


it  expedient,  to  confer  with  each  other,  in  order  to  procure  a  joint  concurrence  in 
dutiful  addresses  for  relief  of  their  common  burthens. 

Resolved,  That  Governor  Bernard,  in  wantonly  dissolving  the  last  year's  Assem- 
bly, and  in  refusing  to  call  another,  though  repeatedly  requested  by  the  people,  acted 
against  the  spirit  of  a  free  constitution ;  and  if  such  procedure  be  lawful,  it 
may  be  in  his  power,  whenever  he  pleases,  to  make  himself  absolute. 

Resolved,  That  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  general  discontent  on  account  of 
the  revenue  acts,  an  expectation  of  the  sudden  arrival  of  a  military  power  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  those  acts,  a  dread  of  the  troops  being  quartered  upon  the 
inhabitants,  when  our  petitions  were  not  permitted  to  reach  the  royal  ear,  the  Ge- 
neral Court  at  such  a  juncture  dissolved,  and  the  Governor's  refusing  to  call  a  new 
one,  and  the  people  thereby  reduced  almost  to  a  state  of  despair;  at  such  a  time 
it  was  innocent,  if  not  highly  expedient  and  necessary,  for  the  people  to  convene 
by  their  committees,  in  order  to  associate,  consult,  and  advise  the  best  means  to 
promote  peace  and  order,  and  by  all  lawful  ways  to  endeavour  to  have  their  united 
complaints  laid  before  the  Throne,  and  jointly  to  pray  for  the  royal  interposition  in 
favour  of  our  violated  rights ;  nor  can  this  procedure  possibly  be  conceived  to  be 
illegal,  as  they  expressly  disclaimed  all  governmental  acts. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  Governor  Bernard,  in  his  letters 
to  Lord  Hillsborough,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  has  given  a  false  and 
highly  injurious  representation  of  the  conduct  of  His  Majesty's  truly  loyal  and 
faithful  Council  of  this  colony,  and  of  the  magistrates,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  tending  to  bring  on  these  respectable  bo- 
dies, and  especially  on  some  individuals,  the  unmerited  displeasure  of  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  to  introduce  a  military  government  into  the  province,  and  to  mislead 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  into  such  severe  resolutions,  as  a  true,  just,  and  can-  ' 
did  statement  of  facts  must  have  prevented. 

Resolved, 
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Not  long  after  the  passing  of  these  resolutions,  the  House  ex-     ciiAr.ir. 
plicitly  refused  to  mike  the  provision  required  by  the  Mutiny        nca. 
Act  for  the  troops  stationed  in  Massachusetts;  and  this  being  the 

object 


Resolved,  That  Governor  Bernard,  in  the  letters  before  mentioned,  by  falsely  re- 
presenting that  it  was  become  "  necessary  the  King  should  have  the  Council  Cham- 
ber in  his  own  hands,  and  should  be  enabled  by  Parliament  to  supersede,  by  order 
in  bis  Privy  Council,  commissions  granted  in  his  name,  and  under  his  seal,  through- 
out the  colonies,"  has  discovered  his  enmity  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution, and  to  the  liberties  of  the  colonies,  and  particularly  has  meditated  a  blow 
at  the  root  of  some  of  the  most  invaluable  constitutional  and  charter  rights  of 
this  province ;  the  perfidy  of  which,  at  the  very  time  he  was  professing  himself 
a  warm  friend  of  the  charter,  is  altogether  unparalleled  by  any  person  in  his  sta- 
tion, ancl  ought  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Resolved,  That  the  establishing  a  standing  army  in  this  colony,  in  a  time  of 
peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  same,  is  an  invasion 
of  the  natural  rights  of  the  people,  as  well  as  those  which  they  claim  as  freerboni 
Englishmen,  and  which  arc  confirmed  by  Magna  Charta,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
as  settled  at  the  Revolution  and  by  the  charter  of  this  province. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  army  is  not  known  as  a  part  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion in  any  of  the  King's  dominions ;  and  every  attempt  to  establish  it  as  such 
has  ever  been  deemed  a  dangerous  innovation,  and  manifestly  tending  to  enslave 
the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  sending  an  armed  force  into  this  colony,  under  a  pretence  of 
aiding  and  assisting  the  civil  authority,  is  an  endeavour  to  establish  a  standing 
army  here  without  our  consent,  and  highly  dangerous  to  this  people,  as  well  as 
unprecedented  and  unconstitutional* 

His  Excellency  General  Gage,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  October  318^ 

having,  among  other  exceptionable  things,  expressed  himself  in   the  following 

words: — "  Fiona  what  has  been  said,  your  Lordship  will  conclude  that  there  has 

been  no  government  in  Boston }  in  truth,  there  is  very  little  at  present,  and  the  con- 

4  ttitutioni 
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chapml     object  for  which  they  were  most  especially  convened,  they  were 
n69.        prorogued  till  the  first  of  January. 

The  committees  appointed  to  examine  the  cargoes  of  vessels 

arriving 


stitution  of  this  province  leans  so  much  to  the  side  of  democracy,  that  the  Gover- 
nor has  not  the  power  to  remedy  the  disorders  that  happen  in  it." 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  His  Excellency  General  Gage,  in 
this  and  other  assertions,  has  rashly  and  impertinently  intermeddled  in  the  civij 
affairs  of  this  province,  which  are  altogether  out  of  his  department;  and  in  the 
internal  police  of  which,  by  his  letter,  if  not  altogether  his  own,  he  has  yet  be- 
trayed a  degree  of  ignorance  equal  to  the  malice  of  the  author. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  of  our  government,  This  House  is  of  opinion  that 
the  wisdom  of  that  great  prince  William  III,  who  gave  the  charter,  aided  by  an 
able  ministry,  men  thoroughly  versed  in  the  English  Constitution  and  Law,  to- 
gether with  the  happy  effects  that  have  been  derived  from  it  to  the  nation  as  well 
as  this  colony,  did  place  it  above  the  reprehension  of  the  General,  and  -should  have 
led  to  inquire,  whether  the  disorders  complained  of  have  not  originated  from  an  ar- 
bitrary disposition  in  the  Governor,  rather  than  from  too  great  a  spirit  of  demo- 
cracy in  the  pcoplo. 

And  this  House  cannot  but  express  their  concern,  that  too  many  in  power,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  so  clearly  avow,  not  only  in  private  conversation  but  in  their 
public  conduct,  the  most  rancorous  enmity  against  the  free  part  of  the  British 
Constitution,  and  are  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to  render  the  Monarchy  ab- 
solute, and  the  Administration  arbitrary  in  every  part  of  the  British  empire. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  after  the  most  careful  inquiry,  have  not  found  any 
lnstauceof  the  course  of  justice  being  interrupted  by  violence,  even  before  a  single 
magistrate,  nor  of  any  magistrate  refusing  to  inquire  into  or  redress  any  complaint 
properly  laid  before  him  while  it  is  notorious  to  all  the  world,  that  even  such  acts 
of  parliament -as  have  been  declared  by  the  whole  continent  highly  oppressive,  have 

been 
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arriving  from  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  prevent  any  breach  of  chap.  ii. 
the  association,  went  on  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  i^T 
Votes  of  censure  were  passed  on  such  as  refused  to  concur  in  that 
agreement,  or  violated  its  principles ;  and  the  names  of  the  of- 
fenders were  published  in  the  newspapers,  as  enemies  to  their 
country.  In  some  cases,  the  goods  imported  in  contraven- 
tion of  it  were  locked  up  in  warehouses,  to  prevent  their  being 


been  so  far  from  being  opposed  with  violence,  that  the  duties  imposed,  and  rigo- 
rously exacted,  have  been  punctually  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fining  in  the  small  sum  of  ten  pounds  only,  a  high-handed 
offender,  viz,  one  Fellows,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  who  by  force,  and  with  fire- 
arms loaded  with  ball  and  swan  shot,  rescued  a  prisoner  lawfully  taken  by  the 
Sheriff  of  die  said  county,  is  a  grievance,  and  tends  to  the  encouragement  of  such 
crimes  for  the  future. 

Resolved^  That  the  frequently  entering  noli  prosequi  by  the  Attorney  and  Advo- 
cate General,  incases  favourable  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  rigorous  prose- 
cutions by  information  and  otherwise  in  those  in  favour  of  power,  is  a  daring  breach 
of  trust,  and  an  insupportable  grievance  on  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  all  trials  for  treasons,  mis* 
prision  of  treason,  or  for  any  felony  or  crime  whatsoever  committed  or  done  in 
His  Majesty's  said  colony,  by  any  person  or  persons  residing  therein,  ought  of 
right  to  be  had  and  conducted  in  and  before  His  Majesty's  Courts,  held  within 
the  said  colony,  according  to  the  fixed  and  known  course  of  proceeding ;  and  that 
the  seizing  any  person  or  persons  residing  in  this  colony,  suspected  of  any  crime 
whatsoever  committed  therein,  and  sending  such  person  or  persons  to  places  be- 
yond the  sea,  to  be  tried,  is  highly  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  as 
thereby  the  inestimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  a  Jury  from  the  vicinage,  as 
well  as  the  liberty  of  summoning  and  producing  witnesses  on  such  trial,  will  be 
taken  away  from  the  party  accused. — Virginia  Gazette  for  1 760. 

VOL.  II*  u  sold, 
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chap.ii.     sold,  and  in  some  few  instances  they  were  reshipped  to  Great 
1769.       Britain. 

Administration       Not  long  after  the  strong  resolutions  which  have  been  noticed 
^loVTiTthe  were  agreed  to  by  Parliament,  while  their  effect  was  unfolding 

duties  except        .        ,r.  c    1        a  •  ,.  .    . 

that  on  tea.  itself  in  every  part  or  the  American  continent,  a  disposition  more 
conciliatory  than  had  been  heretofore  manifested  found  its  way 
into  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Administration,  and  supported,  with  great  ear- 
nestness, a  proposition  for  the  repeal  of  all  the  duties  imposed 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  the  colonies.  This  mo- 
derate and  judicious  measure  he  was  unable  completely  to  carry. 
It  was  thought  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  legislative 
supremacy  of  Great  Britain,  to  retain  the  duty  on  some  one 
article ;  and  that  on  tea  was  reserved,  while  the  others  were 
relinquished. 

Never  perhaps  did  a  great  and  wise  nation  adopt  a  more  ill- 
judged  measure  than  this.  The  contest  with  America  was 
plainly  a  contest  of  principle,  and  had  been  conducted  entirely 
on  principle  by  both  sides.  The  amount  of  taxes  proposed 
to  be  raised,  was  too  inconsiderable  to  have  been  deemed  by 
either  of  sufficient  consequence  to  induce  them  to  hazard  on 
that  account  the  consequences  already  produced.  But  the  prin- 
ciple was,  in  the  opinion  of  both,  of  the  utmost  magnitude. 
The  measure  now  proposed  for  conciliation,  while  it  encouraged 
in  the  Americans  the  hope  that  their  cause  was  gaining  strength 
in  Britain,  had  no  tendency  to  remove  the  ground  of  contest. 
Their   opposition  had  been   founded  on  the   conviction,   that 

the. 
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the  right  to  tax  them  was  vested  exclusively  in  themselves  ;  and     chap.il 
while  this  measure  was  thought  to  evidence  the  effect  already        n**. 
produced  by  that  opposition,  it  left  in  full  force  all  the  motives 
which  originally  produced  it. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution  of  the  cabinet,  a  circular  letter  circular  letter 

r  t  7  of  the  Earl  of 

was  written  by  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  to  the  different  Gover-  Hillsborough. 
nors,  informing  them  "  that  it  was  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  propose,  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  to  take 
off  the  duties  on  glass,  paper,  and  painters'  colours,  on  conside- 
ration of  such  duties  having  been  laid  contrary  to  the  true  spirit 
of  commerce ;  and  assuring  them  that  at  no  time  had  they  en- 
tertained the  design  to  propose  to  Parliament  to  lay  any  further 
taxes  on  America  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue." 

This  measure  having  been  communicated  in  letters  from  per- 
sons in  England  to  their  correspondents  in  Massachusetts,  and 
apprehensions  being  entertained  that  an  improper  opinion  con* 
cerning  its  operation  might  be  formed,  a  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  in  Boston  was  held,  in  which  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  partial  repeal  of  the  duties  did  not  remove  the  difficulties 
under  which  their  trade  laboured  ;  was  only  calculated  to  relieve 
the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  they  would  still 
rigidly  adhere  to  their  non-importation  agreement. 

The  communication  which  had  been  received  by  the  Gover- 
nors from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  of  the  intended  applica- 
tion to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  glass,  paper, 
and  painters'  colours,  waa  made  to  the  several  Legislatures  as 

u  2  they 
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chap.  n.    they  convened*,  in  terms  implying  an  intention  to  renounce  the 
1709.        imposition  of  any  future  taxes  on  America.     But  this  commu- 
nication seems  no  where  to  have  restored  perfect  content. 

The  Virginia  Legislature  was  in  session  on  its  arrival,  and 
Lord  Bottetourt,  the  Governor,  laid  it  before  them.  They  voted- 
as  a  protest,  manifesting  their  dissatisfaction  with  it,  a  petition 
to  the  King,  asserting  the  rights  they  had  heretofore  maintained; 
and,  as  individuals,  immediately  signed  an  association,  in  which 
they  were  joined  by  several  respectable  merchants  of  the  country, 
then  met  at  Williamsburg,  by  which  they  renewed  their  non- 
importation agreement,  with  respect  to  certain  enumerated  ar- 
ticles not  of  absolute  necessity,  and  engaged  to  continue  it  till 
the  duty  on  tea  should  be  repealed. 

Yet  several  causes  combined  to  Fender  a  general  observance  of 
the  non-importation  agreement  extremely  difficult:  the  sacrifice 
of  interest  made  by  the  merchants  was  too  great  to  be  continued 
but  under  the  influence  of  very  powerful  motives.  Suspicions 
were  entertained  of  each  other  in  the  same  towns ;  and  com- 
mittees to  superintend  the  conduct  of  importers  were  charged 


*  Lord  Bottetourt,  in  communicating  the  assurances  of  Ministers  to  the  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  added,  "  It  is  my  firm  opinion  that  the  plan  which  I  have 
stated  will  take  place,  and  that  it  will  never  be  departed  from.  I  shall  exert  every 
power  with  which  I  am  or  ever  may  be  legally  invested,  in  order  to  obtain  and 
maintain,  for  the  continent  of  America,  that  satisfaction  which  I  have  been 
authorised  to  promise  this  day  by  the  confidential  servants  of  our  gracious  Sove- 
reign, who,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  rates  his  honour  ao  high  that  he  would 
rather  part  with  his  crown  than  preserve  it  by  deceit/' 

with 
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with  gross  partiality,  in  permitting  some  persons  to  sell  goods     chap.ii. 
contrary  to  their  engagements,  while  others,  not  more  culpable,        17*9.  ~ 
were  held  up  to  the  public  as  enemies  to  their  country.     The 
different  commercial  towns,  likewise,  watched  each  other  with  no 
inconsiderable  degree  of  jealousy,  and  accusations  were  recipro- 
cally made  of  infractions  to  a  great  extent  of  tire  association 
they  had  so  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  observe.     Letters, 
purporting  to  be  from  England,  were  published,  stating  that 
large  orders  for  goods  had  been  received  ;  and  the  inconvenience 
resulting  from  even  the  partial  interruption  of  commerce  which 
had  taken  place,  and  the  want  of  those  British  manufactures 
which  the  inhabitants  had  been  accustomed  to  use,  began  to  be 
severely  and  extensively  felt.     In  Rhode  Island  and  Albany  it 
was  determined  to  import  as  usual,  with  the  restriction  only  of 
such  articles  as  should  be  subject  to  duty.  On  the  remonstrances 
of  other  commercial  places,  especially  of  Boston,  these  resolu- 
tions were  changed,  and  the  hope  was  entertained  that  the  ge- 
neral system  on  which  the  colonies  relied  for  success  in  their  op- 
position to  the  scheme  of  establishing  the  right  in  Britain  to  tax 
them,  would  still  be  adhered  to. 

These  hopes  were  blasted  by  New  York:  that  town  at  first  de-  New-York  re- 
t&rmined  to  import  as  usual,  with  the  exception  only  of  articles  fro^the^n- 
subject  to  the  duty,  provided  the  large  commercial  towns  of  agreement. 
Boston  and  Philadelphia  would  accede  to  the  proposition. 

Tliese  towns  refused  to  depart  from  the  non-importation 
agreement,  and  strenuously  urged  their  brethren  of  New  York 
to  persevere  with  them  in  the  glorious  struggle.     On  receiving 

this 
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chap.  ii.     this  answer,  it  was  communicated  to  the  people,  and  their  opU 
n69.       nion  on  the  question  of  rescinding  or  adhering  to  the  non-im- 
portation agreement  was  taken  in  their  respective  wards  ;  when 
a  decided  majority  was  found  in  favour  of  importing  generally, 
with  the  single  exception  of  such  articles  as  might  be  subject  to 
duty.     This  determination  was  immediately  communicated,  and 
■excited   in   New  England  and   Philadelphia   the    most    lively 
The  example     chagrin.     Their  remonstrances   against  it  were,  however,  in- 
fixed. y°"     effectual;  and  the  agreement,   thus  openly  departed   from  in 
New  York,  was  soon  universally  abandoned.     The  association 
was  now  confined  to  the  single  article  of  tea. 

In  justification  of  themselves,  it  was  alleged  by  the  people  of 
New  York,  that  the  towns  of  New  England  had  not  fairly  ob- 
served their  engagements,  and  that  the  merchants  of  Albany  had 
been  in  the  practice  of  receiving  goods  from  Quebec. 

No  sufficient  evidence  in  support  of  these  assertions  was  ever 
adduced :  but  it  is  certain  that  extreme  difficulty  attended  a  per- 
severance in  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted.  Independent  of 
the  privations  to  which  the  associators  were  exposed,  of  the  great 
loss  encountered  by  the  merchants,  whose  business  was  sus- 
pended; it  was  not  easy  to  surmount  the  obstacles  which  op- 
posed themselves  to  a  continued  union,  in  the  same  measure, 
of  rival  towns  jealous  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  each 
other,  and  conscious  that,  if  the  agreement  should  be  evaded 
by  others,  ruin  must  be  the  fate  of  those  who  should  adhere 
to  it. 

About 


*N 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON.  151 

About  this  time  a  circumstance  occurred  which  threatened,  chap.il 
for  the  moment,  effects  the  most  extensively  serious.  The  two  re-  177a 
giments  stationed  in  Boston,  to  support,  as  was  said,  the  execu- 
tion of  civil  power  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  town,  could 
not  fail  to  be  viewed  by  the  inhabitants  with  very  prejudiced 
eyes.  Frequent  quarrels  arose  between  them ;  and  at  length  an 
affray  took  place  in  the  night,  near  the  gates  of  their  barracks, 
which  brought  out  Captain  Preston,  the  officer  of  the  day,  with 
a  part  of  the  main  guard,  between  whom  and  some  young  men  %" 

blows  ensued;  on  which  they  fired,  and  four  of  the  people  were 
killed. 

The  alarm  bells  were  immediately  rung,  the  drums  beat  to 
arms,  and  an  immense  multitude  assembled,  who,  inflamed  to 
madness  by  the  view  of  the  dead  bodies,  were  with  some  diffi- 
culty restrained  from  rushing  on  the  twenty-ninth  regiment, 
which  was  then  drawn  up  under  arms  in  King-street.  By  the 
exertions  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  promised  that  the 
laws  should  be  enforced  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  act,  and  by 
the  efforts  of  several  individuals  of  respectability  and  influence, 
they  were  prevailed  on  to  disperse,  after  the  regiment  had  been 
marched  to  the  barracks.  Captain  Preston  and  the  soldiers  who 
had  fired  were  committed  to  prison  for  trial ;  and  on  the  next 
day  upwards  of  four  thousand  persons  assembled  at  Faneuil- 
Hall,  and  addressed  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  a  message, 
stating  it  to  be  "  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting,  that 
the  inhabitants  and  soldiers  can  no  longer  live  together  in  safety; 
that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expected  to  restore  the  peace  of  the 
4  town,, 
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CHAP.n.    town,  and  prevent  further  blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate 
177a       removal  of   the  troops;    and  they,   therefore,  most  fervently 
prayed  his  honour,  that  his  power  and  influence  might  be 
exerted  for  their  instant  removal." 

In  answer  to  the  message,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  expressed 
his  extreme  sorrow  at  the  melancholy  event  which  had  taken 
place,  and  declared  that  he  had  taken  measures  to  have  the  afiair 
inquired  into,  and  justice  done ;  that  the  military  were  not  un- 
der his  command,  but  received  their  orders  from  the  General 
at  New  York,  which  orders  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  counter- 
mand ;  that,  on  the  application  of  the  Council  for  the  removal 
of  the  troops,  Colonel  Dalrymple,  their  commanding  officer, 
had  engaged  that  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  which  had  been 
concerned  in  the  affair,  should  be  marched  to  the  castle,  and 
there  placed  in  barracks  till  further  orders  could  be  received 
from  the  General ;  that  the  main  guard  should  be  removed ;  and 
th6  fourteenth  regiment  so  disposed  of,  and  laid  under  such 
restraint,  that  all  occasions  of  future  disturbance  should  be  re- 
moved. 

This  answer  was  voted  to  be  Unsatisfactory ;  and  a  com-* 
mittee  was  immediately  deputed  to  wait  on  the  Lieutenant* 
Governor,  and  inform  him  that  nothing  less  than  an  imme- 
diate and  total  removal  of  the  troops  could  satisfy  them. 

This  vote  *  was  laid  before  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hutchinson, 

who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Bernard  in  the  government  of  the  pro- 

1  vince. 
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vince.     The  Council  declared  themselves  unanimously  of  opi-     chap.  u. 
nion,   "  that  it  was   absolutely  necessary  for  His  Majesty's        177a 
service,  the  good  order  of  the  town,  and  the  peace  of  the  pro- 
vince, that  the  troops  should  be  immediately  removed"  out  of 
the  town  of  Boston." 

This  opinion  and  advice  were  made  known  to  Colonel  Dal- 
rymple,  who  gave  his  honour  that  measures  should  be  imme- 
diately taken  for  their  removal,  and  that  no  unnecessary  delay 
should  be  practised.  Highly  gratified  with  this  assurance,  the 
meeting  secured  the  tranquillity  of  the  town,  by  appointing  a 
strong  military  watch,  and  immediately  dissolved. 

This  transaction  was  very  differently  related  by  the  diffe- 
rent parties  concerned  in  it.  Mr.  Gordon,  whose  History  was 
written  when  the  resentments  of  the  moment  had  subsided, 
and  who  appears  to  have  carefully  collected  the  facts  of  the 
case,  states  it  in  such  a  manner,  as  very  nearly,  if  not  entirely, 
to  exculpate  the  military  characters  concerned  in  it.  It  would 
appear  that  an  attack  upon  the  soldiers,  probably  in  the  belief 
that  only  the  loss  of  lives  could  occasion  their  removal  from 
the  town,  had  been  premeditated ;  and  that,  after  being  long 
insulted  with  the  grossest  language,  they  were  repeatedly' 
assaulted  by  the  mob  with  balls  of  ice  and  ,snow,  and  with 
sticks,  before  they  were  induced  to  fire.  This  representation 
receives  strong  support  from  the  circumstance  that  Captain 
Preston,  after  a  very  longgfcnd  public  trial,  was  acquitted  by  Trial  a«i  ac- 
a  Boston  jury;  and  that  of  the  &ght  soldiers  who  were  pfo-  Preston. 
secuted,  six  were  acquitted,   and  the   remaining  two   found 

vol.  11.  x  guilty, 
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chap.  ii.  guilty,  not  of  murder,  but  of  manslaughter  only,  Mr.  Quincy 
i77u  and  Mr.  John  Adams,  two  very  eminent  lawyers^  and  disUB^ 
guished  leaders  of  the  patriotic  party,  consented  to  defend  Gap* 
tain  Proton  and  the  soldiers,  and,  by  doing  so,  sustained  no 
diminution  of  their  influence.  Yet  this  event  was  veFydjbfr 
ferently  understood  through  the  colonies.  It  was  generally 
believed  to  be  a  massacre  equally  barbarous  and  unprovoked, 
and  increased  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  the  detestation  ift 
which  the  soldiers  stationed  among  the  people  wore  every  wlg$ft 
held. 

In  the  middle  and  southern  colonies,  the  iipi^tipji  against  tfjft 
mother  country  appears  to  have  subsided  in  a  considerable 
degree ;  and.  no  disposition,  was  manifested,  to,  extend  tjheifc  op* 
position  further  than  to.  defeat  the  cpllectioa  of  tfye  rateaMS* 
%m  by  entirely  preventii^dieimportajdon  of  tea.  Their  attent?c^ 
yyaq  a  good  deal  taJkenllj^  by  an  insurrection  in  North  Q^rolifte* 
where  a  number  of  ignorant  people,  suppo$*qg  tihkemadye*  «ft 
Ve  aggrieved  by  the  fee  ^ill,  rose  in  anas  for  die  purpoeet  q$ 
shutting  up  the  courts  of  justice,  destroying  all  officers  of  Qqtwmk 
ipent  and  all  lawyers,  and  of  pverturping  th^  Government  it»eJ& 
Qovernor  Tryon  marched  against  them  j  and  having,  ift^  den 
psive  battle,  totally  defeated  them,  the  inwrectioQ. vft6  <gw£ta& 
^nd  order  restored* 

* 

„, In  Massachusetts,  where  very  high  notions  of-  Amefk»& 

mu.  lights   had    long  prevailed,    and  whe/e  the   doctrine,  chafe 

die    British   Parliament   had  no   right  to  legislate   for  ths 
American*,  was.  already  nynflta\n<xj  *£  a  coreJUry  from,  th* 

ptPpQsitipD 
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proposition  that  the  British  Parliament  could  not  tax  the  A;  chap.il 
a  gloomy  discontent  with  the  existing  state  of  things  was  ma  ' 
every  where  manifested.  That  the  spirit  of  opposition  lately 
excited,  seemed  expiring,  without  having  established  on  a  secure 
and  solid  basis  the  rights  they  claimed,  produced,  in  the  bosoms 
of  that  inflexible  people,  apprehensions  of  a  much  more  serious 
nature  than  would  have  been  created  by  any  conflict  With  which 
they  could  be  threatened.  This  temper  displayed  itself  in  all 
their  proceedings.  The  Legislature  had  been  removed  from 
Boston,  its  usual  place  of  sitting,  to  Cambridge,  where  the  Go- 
tefnor  ttill  Continued  to  convent  them.  They  remonstrated 
agaiilst  this  as  an  intolerable  grievance,  and  for  two  sessions 
refused  to  do  business.  In  one  of  these  remonstrances  they 
insist  on  the  right  of  the  people  to  appeal  to  Heaven  in  dispute* 
between  them  and  persons  in  power,  wheft  those  in  power  shall 
abuse  it 

When  assembled  in  September,  the  General  Court  was  in- 
formed by  the  Governor,  that  His  Majesty  had  ordered  ihj? 
provincial  garrison  in  the  castle  to  be  withdrawn,  and  regular 
troop*  to  succeed  them.  This  they  declared  to  be  so  essential 
an  alteration  of  their  constitution,  as  justly  to  alarm  a  free 
people. 

from  the  commencement  of  the  contest,  Massachusetts  ap-  cormponihg 
pears  to  have  deeply  felt  the  importance  of  uniting  all  the  colo-  aHpSatdL* 
nie*  in  otte  system  of  measures ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  fa- 
♦ttraittf  idea,  a  Comrtnttee  of  Correspondence  was  at  this  session 
elected  to  communicate  with  su$h  committees  as  might  be 

x  2  appointed 
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chap.  ii.     appointed  by  other  colonies.     Similar  committees  were  soon 
i77o.       afterwards  chosen  by  the  different  towns  *  throughout  the  pro- 
vince, 


*  An  account  of  the  origin  of  these  committees,  and  of  their  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, is  thus  given  by  Mr.  Gordon,  and  n  not  unworthy  of  attention: 
"  Governor  Hutchinson  and  his  adherents  having  been  used  to  represent  the  party, 
in  opposition,  as  only  an  uneasy  factious  few  in  Boston,  while  the  body  of  the 
people  were  quite  contented ;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  was  thereby  induced  to  visit 
Mr.  James  Warren  of  Plymouth.  After  conversing  upon  the  subject,  the  latter 
proposed  to  originate  and  Establish  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several 
towns  of  the  colony,  in  order  to  learn  the  strength  of  the  friends  to  the  rights  of 
the  continent,  and  to  unite  and  increase  their  force.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  re- 
turned to  Boston,  pleased  with  the  proposal,  and  communicated  the  same  to  his 
confidants.  Some  doubted  whether  the  measure  would  prosper,  and  dreaded  a 
disappointment,  which  might  injure  the  cause  of  liberty ;  but  it  was  concluded  to 
proceed.  The  prime  managers  were  about  six  in  number,  each  of  whom,  when 
separate,  headed  a  division ;  the  several  individuals  of  which  collected  and  led 
distinct  subdivisions.  In  this  manner  the  political  engine  has  been  constructed. 
The  different  parts  are  not  equally  good  and  operative.  Like  other  bodies,  its 
composition  includes  numbers  who  act  mechanically,  as  they  are  pressed  this  way 
or  that  way  by  those  who  judge  for  them ;  and  divers  of  the  wicked,  fitted  for 
evil  practices,  when  the  adoption  of  them  is  thought  necessary  to  particular  pur- 
poses, and  a  part  of  whose  creed  it  is,  that  in  political  matters  the  public  good  is 
above  every  other  consideration ;  and  that  all  rules  of  morality,  when  in  com- 
petition with  it,  may  be  safely  dispensed  with.  When  any  important  trans- 
action is  to  be  brought  forward,  it  is  thoroughly  considered  by  the  prime  managers. 
If  they  approve,  each  communicates  it  to  his  own  division :  from  thence,  if 
adopted,  it  parses  to  the  several  subdivisions,  which  form  a  general  meeting 
in  order  to  canvass  the  business.  The  prime  managers,  being  known  only  by 
few  to  be  the  promoters  of  it,  are  desired  to  be  present  at  the  debate,  that  they 
may  give  their  opinion  when  it  closes.  If  they  observe  that  the  collected  body 
is  in  general  strongly  against  the  measure  they  wish  to  have  carried,  they  declare 
it  to  be  improper :  is  it  opposed  by  great  numbers,  but  not  warmly,  they  ad- 
vise a  reconsideration,  at  another  meeting*,  and  prepare  for  its  being  then  a- 

dopted  : 
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vince,  for  the  purpose  of  corresponding  with  each  other,  and  of    chap.  t». 
expressing,  in  some  degree  officially,  the  sentiments  of   the       n.a. 


dopted:  if  the  opposition  is  not  considerable  either  in  number  or  weight  of  persons, 
they  give  their  reasons,  and  then  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  measure.  The 
principal  actors  are  determined  on  securing  the  liberties  of  their  country,  or 
perishing  in  the  attempt. 

"  The  news  of  His  Majesty's  granting  salaries  to  the  Justices  of  the  Superior 
Court  afforded  them  a  fair  opportunity  for  executing  the  plan  of  establishing 
cpmmittees  of  correspondence  through  the  colony.  The  most  spirited  piecea 
were  published,  and  an  alarm  spread,  that  the  granting  such  salaries  tended  rapidly 
to  complete  the  system  of  their  slavery. 

"A  town  meeting  was  called,  and  a  committee  of  correspondence  appointed  to 
write  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  in  the  province,  and  to  induce  them  to  unite 
in  measures.  The  committee  made  a  report,  containing  several  resolutions  con- 
tradictory to  the  supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature.  After  setting  forth,  that 
all  men  have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  state  of  nature  as  long  as  they  please,  they  pro- 
ceed to  a  report  upon  the  natural  rights  of  the  colonists,  as-  men,,  christians,  and 
subjects ;  and  then  form  a  list  of  infringements  and  violations  of  their  rights. 
They  enumerate  and  dwell  upon  the  British  Parliament's  having  assumed  the  power 
of  legislation  for  the  colonies  hi  all  cases  whatsoever — the  appointment  of  a  num- 
ber of  new  officers  to  superintend  the  revenues — the  granting  of  salaries  out  of  the 
American  revenue,  to  the  Governor,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,;the  King**  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General.  The  report  was  accepted,  copies  printed,  and  six.  hun- 
dred circulated  through  the  towns  and  districts  of  the  province,  with  a  pathetic  letter 
addressed  to  the  inhabitants;  who  were -called  upon  not  to  doze  any  longer,  og  sit 
supinely  in  indifference,  while  the  iron  hand  of  oppression  was  daily  tearing  the 
choicest  fruits  from  the  fair  tree  of  liberty.  The  circular  letter  requested  of  each 
town  a  free  communication  of  sentiments  on  the  subjects  of  the  report,  and  was 
directed  to  the  Select  Men,,  who  were  desired  to  lay  the  same  before  a  town  meet- 
ing; which  has  been  generally  practised,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  town  upon  the 
business  have  been  transmitted,  to  the  Committee  at  Boston.  This  committee  have 
their  particular  correspondents  in  the  several  towns,  who,  upon  receiving  any  spe- 
cial information  are  ready  to  spread  it  with  dispatch,  among  the  inhabitants.  It 
•onsists  of  twenty-one  persons  of  heterogeneous  qualities  and  professions,  &c." 

Gordon's  History  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  3 IS. 

jteople.. 
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chap,  it    people.     Their  reciprocal  communications  were  well  calculated 

.  J770.        to  keep  up  the  spirit,  which  was  general  through  the  colony* 

The  example  was  afterwards  followed  by  other  colonies,  and 

the  utility  of  this  institution  became  apparent,  when  a  more 

active  opposition  was  rendered  necessary. 

t772.  Although  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  other  high  colonial  offi- 

cers had  been  appointed  by  the  Crown,  they  had  hitherto  de- 
pended on  the  Provincial  Legislatures  for  their  salaries;  and  this 
dependence  had  always  been  highly  valued,  as  giving  to  the  co- 
lonies an  important  influence  on  their  conduct.  It  has  been  al- 
ready seen  how  perseveringly  this  source  of  influence  was  main- 
tained by  Massachusetts  on  a  former  occasion.  As  a  part  of  the 
new  system,  it  had  been  determined  that  the  salaries  of  these  of- 
ficers should  be  fixed  by  the  Crown,  and  paid  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Legislature.  This  measure  was  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  all  the  royal  governments,  and  was  communicated  to  Che 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  May.  It  gave  high  offence? 
and  was  declared  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  an 
infraction  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  granted  them  by 

charter*. 

About 


*  €€  A  committee  having  been  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  Gover- 
nor's support  being  provided  for  by  the  King,  reported  and  observed,  That  the 
King's  providing  for  the  support  of  the  Governor  is  a  most  dangerous  innovation. 
It  is  a  measure,  whereby  not  only  the  right  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  pro- 
vince is  rescinded,  but  the  highest  indignity  is  thrown  upon  it.  It  is  an  infraction 
of  the  charter  in  a  material  point,  whereby  a  most  important  trust  is  wrested  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  General  Assembly.  And  the  House,  the  same  day,  declared,  by  a 

message 
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About  this  time  a  discovery  was  made,  which  very  greatly  in-    chap,  rt 
creased  the  ill  temper  already  so  prevalent  throughout  New  Eng-       i5Sl   " 
land.     Doctor  Franklin,  the  agent  for  several  of  the  colonies,  Hutchinson^ 
and  among  others  for  Massachusetts,  by  some  unknown  means*  withSeAdk 

°  '  7  minittntion 

obtained  possession  of  the  letters  which  had  been  addressed  by  ^£!SJm. 
Governor  Hutchinson,  and  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Oliver,  to 
the  department  of  state.  These  letters,  many  of  which  wert 
private,  he  transmitted  to  the  General  Court.  They  were  ob* 
viously  designed,  and  well  calculated,  to  induce  a  perseverance  oil 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  the  system  which  had  so  greatly 
tended  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  colonies*  The  opposition 
was  represented  to  be  confined  to  a  few  factious  turbulent  men, 
whose  conduct  was  by  no  means  generally  approved,  and  who 
had  been  emboldened  by  the  weakness  of  the  means  used  to  re- 
strain them.  More  vigorous  measures  were  recommended,  and 
several  specific  propositions,  peculiarly  offensive  to  the  colony, 
were  made,  among  which  was  the  alteration  of  their  charters,  and 
the  rendering  the  high  officers  dependent  solely  on  the  Crown 
for  their  salaries. 

Inflamed  by  these  letters,  the  Assembly  unanimously  resolved,  JJ-i^SJS 
44  That  their  tendency  and  design  were  to  overthrow  theConstitu-  SSL0^ 
tion  of  the  Government,  and  to  introduce  arbitrary  power  into  the 
province."  At  the  same  time  a  petition  to  the  King  was  voted,  pray- 


message  to  the  Governor,  That  the  making  provision  for  His  Excellency's  support, 
independent  of  the  grants  and  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  His  Excellency 
receiving  the  same,  is  an  infraction  upon  the'rights  of  the  inhabitants  granted  by 
the  royal  charter/'— Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  3X0. 

ing 


160  THE    LIFE   OF 

Fl**f'3  inghimto  remove  Governor  Hutchinson  andLieutenantGovernor 
"74.  Oliver,  for  ever,  from  the  government  of  the  colony.  This  petition 
was  transmitted  to  Doctor  Franklin,  and  laid  before  the  King  in 
Council,  where  it  wa&  heard;  and  in  a  few  days  the  Lords  of  the 
Council  reported, "  that  the  petition  in  question  was  founded  up* 
on  false  and  erroneous  allegations ;  and  that  the  same  is  ground- 
less, vexatious,  and  scandalous,  and  calculated  only  for  the-sedi- 
itious  purposes  of  keeping  up  a  spirit  of  clamour  and  discontent 
n  the  provinces."  This  report  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  ap- 
HtttchJMon  u   prove.     Governor  Hutchinson,  however,  was  soon  afterwards 

succeeded  by 

General  Gage,  removed,  and  General  Gage  appointed  to  succeed  him. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  III. 

MEASURES  TO  ENFORCE  THE  ACT  CONCERNING  DUTIES — FEU- 
KENT  EXCITED  IN  AMERICA — THE  TEA  IS  THROWN  INTO  THE 
8EA  AT  BOSTON — MEASURES  OF  PARLIAMENT GENERAL  EN- 
THUSIASM   IN    AMERICA A    GENERAL    CONGRESS  IS  PROPOSED— 

GENERAL    GAGE    ARRIVES    IN    BOSTON — TROOPS    STATIONED    ON 

BOSTON    NECK NEW    COUNSELLORS    AND    JUDGES — OBLIGED   TO 

RESIGN'— BOSTON-NECK  FORTIFIED — MILITARY  STORES  SEIZED 
BY  GENERAL  GAGE PREPARATIONS  FOR  DEFENCE  IN  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS  KING'S    SPEECH  IN  PARLIAMENT — PROCEEDINGS  OF 

THAT  BODY BATTLE  OF  LEXINGTON — VOTE  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS FOR  RAISING  MEN — MEETING  OF  CONGRESS — PROCEED- 
INGS   Or    THAT    BODY — BATTLE    OF    BREED's-HILL. 

CHAP.  in. 

1774. 

THE  fears  entertained  by  Massachusetts,  that  the  spirit  of  Measure*  to  e«- 
opposition  which  had  been  roused  in  the  colonies  might  cu*k»  of  the 

*  *  °         act  concerning 

gradually  subside,  were  not  permitted  to  be  of  long  continuance.  dutics» 
The  determination  of  the  colonies  not  to  import  tea  from 
England,  had  so  lessened  the  demand  for  that  article,  that  a  very- 
considerable  quantity  had  accumulated  hi  the  magazines  of  the 
East  India  Company.  They  urged  the  minister  to  take  off  the 
import  American  duty  of  threepence  per  pound,  and  offered,  in 
lieu  of  it,  to  pay  double  that  sum  on  exportation.  This  fair 
opportunity  for  accommodation  was  rejected,  and  either  as  a 
mere  indulgence  to  the  company,  or  with  the  intent  to  give  ope- 
ration to  their  revenue  system  in  America,  drawbacks  were  al- 
vol.  11.  y  lowed 
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4 

'JJJJ^Jr  lowed  on  tea  exported  to  the  colonies,  and  the  duty  on  that  arti- 
1774.  cle  exported  by  the  company  was  entirely  taken  off.  After 
these  encouragements  had  been  held  forth,  the  company  (not 
without  some  hesitation,  and,  as  is  understood,  assurances  from 
government  that  they  should  in  no  event  be  permitted  to  sustain 
a  loss,)  proceeded  to  make  shipments  to  the  colonies  on  their 
own  account.  Large  quantities  were  consigned  to  agents  in 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Charleston,  and  other  princi- 
pal places  on  the  Continent* 

The  crisis  now  approached ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  colonies, 
in  this  precise  point  of  time,  was  to  determine,  whether  they 
would  submit  to  be  taxed  by  the  British  Parliament,  or  meet 
the  consequences  of  a  practical  application,  to  their  situation, 
of  the  opinions  they  had  maintained.      If  the  tea  should  be 
landed,  it  would  be  sold  j    the  duties  would  consequently  be 
paid,  and  the  precedent  for  taxing  them  established ;  the  oppo- 
sition to  which  would,  it  was  feared,  become  every  day  less  and 
less.     The  same  sentiment  on  this  subject  appears  to  have  per- 
vaded the  whole  continent  at  the  same  time.     This  ministerial 
plan  of  importation  was  every  where  considered  as  a  direct  at- 
tack on  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  America,  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  to  oppose.     A  violent  ferment  was  every  where  ex- 
cited ; — the  corresponding  committees  were  extremely  active ; 
and  it  was  almost  universally  declared  that  whoever  should, 
directly  or  indirectly,  countenance  this  dangerous  invasion  of 
their  rights,  was  an  enemy  to  his  country.     The  consignees  were 
generally  compelled  to  relinquish  their  appointments;  and  in 
most  instances,  the  ships  bringing  the  tea  were  obliged  to  return 
with  it.    In  Charleston,  after  much  opposition,  the  tea  was 

permitted 
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permitted  to  be  landed,  but  was  immediately  lodged  in  damp    Cv]^^' 
cellars,  where  it  long  remained,  and  was  finally  spoiled.  w* 


At  Boston,  the  people  in  a  meeting  adopted  the  spirited  reso- 
lutions, which  had  before  been  entered  into  Philadelphia,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  wait  on  the  consignees  to  request  their 
resignation.  This  request  not  being  complied  with,  another 
large  meeting  *  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall,  where  it  was  voted 
with  acclamations,  "  that  the  tea  shall  not  be  landed,  that  no  duty 
shall  be  paid,  and  that  it  shall  be  sent  back  in  the  same  bottoms/* 
With  a  foreboding  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  measure 


*  The  language  said  by  Mr.  Gordon  to  have  been  used  at  this  meeting,  proves 
many  of  the  people  of  Boston  to  have  been  already  ripe  for  the  revolution.  To  the 
more  cautious  among  the  sons  of  liberty,  who  had  some  apprehensions  lest  they 
should  push  the  matter  too  far,  and  involve  the  town  and  colony  in  a  quarrel  with 
Great  Britain,  others  answered,  "  It  must  come  to  a  quarrel  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colony  sooner  or  later;  and  if  so,  when  can  be  a  better  time  than 
the  present?  Hundreds  of  years  may  pass  away  before  the  parliament  will  make 
such  a  number  of  acts  in  violation  of  the  British  constitution  as  it  has  done  of  late 
years,  and  by  which  it  has  excited  so  formidable  an  opposition  to  the  measures  of 
ministry.  Beside,  the  longer  the  contest  is  delayed,  the  more  administration  will 
be  strengthened.  Do  not  you  observe,  how  the  government  at  home  are  increasing 
their  party  here,  by  sending  over  young  fellows  to  enjoy  appointments,  who  marry 
into  our  first  families,  and  so  weaken  the  opposition  ?  By  such  like  means,  and  by 
multiplying  posts  and  places,  and  giving  them  to  their  own  friends,  or  employ- 
ing them  to  the  corruption  of  their  antagonists,  they  will  increase  their  own  force 
faster,  in  proportion,  than  the  force  of  the  country  party  will  increase  by  population. 
If  then  we  must  quarrel,  ere  we  can  have  our  rights  secured,  now  is  the  most  cligi* 
ble  period.  Our  credit  also  is  at  stake ;  we  must  venture,  and  unless  we  do,  we 
shall  be  discarded  by  the  sons  of  liberty  in  the  other  colonics,  whose  assistance  we 
may  expect  upon  emergencies,  in  case  they  find  us  steady,  resolute  and  faith- 
ful." 

y  2  about 


Ferment  excited 
in  America. 
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*\^/^}    about  to  be  adopted,  and  a  wish  that  those  consequences  should 
3774       be  seriously  contemplated,  a  leading  member  *  thus  addressed 
the  meeting  : 

"  It  is  not,  Mr.  Moderator,  the  spirit  that  vapours  within  these 
walls  that  must  stand  us  in  stead.  The  exertions  of  this  day  will 
call  forth  events,  which  will  make  a  very  different  spirit  neces- 
sary for  our  salvation.  Whoever  supposes  that  shouts  and 
hosannas  will  terminate  the  trials  of  the  day,  entertains  a  childish 
fancy.  We  must  be  grossly  ignorant  of  the  importance  and 
value  of  the  prize  for  which  we  contend;  we  must  be  equally- 
ignorant  of  the  power  of  those  who  have  combined  against  us ; 
we  must  be  blind  to  that  malice,  inveteracy,  and  insatiable  re- 
venge, which  actuate  our  enemies,  public  and  private,  abroad 
and  in  our  bosom,  to  hope  that  we  shall  end  this  controversy 
without  the  sharpest — sharpest  conflicts — to  flatter  ourselves  that 
popular-resolves,  popular  harangues,  popular  acclamations,  and 
popular  vapor  will  vanquish  our  foes.  Let  us  consider  the 
issue.  Let  us  look  to  the  end.  Let  us  weigh  and  consider,  be- 
fore we  advance  to  those  measures,  which  must  bring  on  the 
most  trying  and  terrible  struggle  this  country  ever  saw." 

The  question  was  again  put  and  passed  without  a  negative. 

th^*imothe      Aware  of  the  approaching  danger,  the  captain  of  the  vessel 

s«a  at  Boston.    was  desirous  of  returning,  and  applied  to  the  Governor  for  a 

clearance ;  he,  affecting  a  rigid  regard  to  the  letter  of  his  duty, 


Mr.  Quincy, 

declined 


i 
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declined  giving  one,  unless  the  vessel  should  be  properly  quali-  chap.  hi. 
fied  at  the  Custom  House.  This  .answer  being  reported  to  the  1774. 
meeting,  it  was  declared  to  be  dissolved  ;  and  an  immense  crowd 
repaired  to  the  quay,  where  a  number  of  the  most  resolute,  dis- 
guised like  Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the  vessels,  and  in  about 
two  hours,  broke  open  three  hundred  and  forty  two  chests  of 
tea,  and  discharged  their  contents  into  the  ocean. 

These  proceedings  of  the  colonists  were  laid  before  Parliament  p'™™*? 
in  a  message  from  the  crown,  and  a  very  high  and  general  indig- 
nation was  excited  in  that  body  by  the  outrages  stated  to  have 
been  committed.  They  expressed,  almost  unanimously,  their 
approbation  of  the  measures  adopted  by  his  Majesty,  and  gave 
the  most  explicit  assurances  that  they  would  not  fail  to  exert 
every  means  in  their  power,  effectually  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  and  to  secure  the  dependence  of  the  colonies 
upon  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  temper 
both  of  the  house  and  of  the  nation  was  now  entirely  favorable 
to  the  high-handed  system  of  coercion  proposed  by  ministers, 
and  that  temper  was  not  permitted  to  pass  away,  without  being 
employed  to  advantage.  A  bill  was  soon  brought  in  "  for  dis- 
continuing the  lading  and  shipping  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandizes at  Boston,  or  the  harbor  thereof,  and  for  the  removal 
of  the  Custom  House  and  its  dependencies  to  the  town  of  Salem.'* 
This  bill  was  to  continue  in  force  not  only  until  compensation 
should  be  made  to  the  East  India  Company  for  the  damage  sus- 
tained, but  until  the  King  in  council  should  declare  himself  satis- 
fied as  to  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  town. 
It  passed  both  houses  without  a  division,  and  almost  without 
opposition. 

Soon 
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•^^#  Soon  after  this  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  better  regulating  the 
*774-  government  of  the  province  of  Massachussetts  Bay.  By  this 
act  the  charter  was  totally  subverted,  and  the  nomination  of 
counsellors,  and  of  all  magistrates  and  officers,  vested  in  the 
crown.  The  persons  thus  appointed  were  to  hold  their  offices 
during  the  royal  pleasure.  This  bill  also  was  carried  through 
both  houses  by  great  majorities,  but  not  without  a  vigorous  op- 
position and  an  animated  debate. 

The  next  measure  proposed,  was  a  bill  for  the  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  province  of  Massachussetts  Bay. 
It  provided,  "  that  in  case  any  person  should  be  indicted  in  that 
province,  for  murder  or  any  other  capital  offence,  and  it  should 
appear  by  information  given  on  oath  to  the  governor,  that  the 
fact  was  committed  in  the  exercise  or  aid  of  magistracy  in  sup- 
pressing riots,  and  that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the  pro- 
vince, he  should  send  the  person  so  indicted  to  any  other  colony, 
or  to  Great  Britain  to  be  tried."  This  act  was  to  continue  in 
force  four  years ;  and  was,  as  an  English  writer  observes,  the 
counter  part  of  the  absolute  and  tyrannical  act  of  Henry  the 
«  Eighth,  lately  revived,  for  the  trial  in  Great  Britain  of  treasons 
committed  in  America. 

A  bill  was  also  passed  for  quartering  soldiers  on  the  inhabitants; 
and  the  system  was  completed  by  an  act  for  making  more  effec- 
tual provision  for  the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 
This  bill  extended  the  limits  of  that  province,  so  as  to  include 
the  territory  between  the  lakes,  the  Ohio,  and  the  M ississipi ; 
and,  which  was  its  most  exceptionable  feature,  established  a 
legislative  council  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Amidst 
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Amidst  these  hostile  measures,  one  single  conciliatory  propo-  chap.ih. 
sition  was  made.  Mr.  Rose  Fuller,  member  for  Rye,  moved  ,774. 
that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  duty  on  the  importation  of  tea  into  America,  * 
with  a  view  to  its  repeal.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Burke,  and  supported  with  all  the  powers  of  reasoning,  and  all 
(he  splendor  of  eloquence,  which  he  so  eminently  possessed ; 
but  it  was  lost  by  a  great  majority.  The  Earl  of  Chatham,  too, 
who  had  long  been  indisposed,  again  made  his  appearance  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  could  only  have  been  drawn  out  by  the 
strong  sense  he  entertained  of  the  fatal  importance  of  those 
measures  into  which  the  nation  was  hurrying.  But  his  efforts 
wore  unavailing.  Neither  his  weight  of  character,  his  sound 
judgment  which  was  yet  unimpaired,  nor  his  manly  eloquence, 
which,  even  at  this  late  period  of  life,  while  his  venerable  frame 
was  enfeebled  by  disease,  partook  largely  of  that  fire  and  energy 
which,  in  the  vigour  of  his  mid-day  course,  gave  him  such  com- 
manding influence  over  the  human  mind,  could  arrest  the  hand 
of  fate  which  seemed,  with  irresistible  force,  to  propel  this 
lofty  towering  nation  into  a  system  which  terminated  in  its  dis- 
t  memberment. 

It  was  expected,  and  this  expectation  was  encouraged  by  Mr. 
Hutchinson  then  in  England,  that  by  directing  these  measures  of 
punishment  particularly  against  Boston,  not  only  the  union  of 
the  colonies  could  be  broken,  but  Massachussetts  herself  would 
be  divi4ed.      Never  was  expectation  more  completely  disap- 


*  Belsham. 

pointed. 
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chap,  in.-  pointed.  It  was  perceived  by  all  that  Boston  was  to  be  punished 
1774.  for  having  resisted,  only  with  more  violence,  the  principle  which 
they  had  all  resisted ;  and  that  the  object  of  the  punishment  was, 
to  coerce  obedience  to  principles  they  were  yet  determined  to  op- 
pose. Every  man  felt  therefore,  that  the  cause  of  Boston  was 
the  cause  of  all,  that  their  destinies  were  indissolubly  connected 
with  those  of  that  devoted  town,  and  that  they  must  either  sub- 
mit to  be  taxed  by  a  Parliament  in  which  they  were  not,  and 
could  not  be  represented,  or  support,  with  all  the  means  they 
possessed,  their  brethren  who  were  doomed  to  support  the  first 
shock  of  a  power,  which,  if  successful  there,  would  over- 
whelm them  all.  The  neighbouring  towns  disdained  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  calamities  inflicted  on  a  sister,  in  consequence 
of  her  exertions  in  the  common  cause.  They  clung  to  her  with 
increased  affection;  and  that  spirit  of  enthusiastic  patriotism, 
which,  for  a  time,  elevates  the  mind  above  all  considerations  of 
individual  acquisition,  became  the  ruling  passion  in  the  American 
bosom. 

*fcy  13.  On  receiving  the  first  intelligence  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  a 

meeting  of  the  people  of  that  town  was  called.  They  were  sen- 
sible that  "  the  sharpest — sharpest  conflict,"  was  indeed  now 
approaching,  but  seemed  unawed  by  its  horrors.  Far,  from 
seeking  to  shelter  themselves,  by  submission,  from  the  threaten- 
ing storm,  they  grew  more  determined  as  it  increased.  Resolu- 
tions were  passed,  expressing  their  opinion,  of  the  impolicy, 
injustice,  inhumanity,  and  cruelty  of  the  act,  from  which  they 
appealed  to  God  and  the  world ;  and  also  invited  the  other  colo- 
nies to  join  with  them  in  an  agreement  to  stop  all  imports  and 
exports  to  and  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  West-In- 
dies, 
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dies,  until  the  act  should  be  repealed,  as  the  only  means  remaining   chap.  m. 
for  the  salvation  of  North  America  and  her  liberties.  i774. 

It  was  not  in  Boston  only  that  this  spirit  was  aroused.     Ad-  j?^ra]L  a2!£ 
dresses  were  soon  received  from  every  part  of  the  Continent,  ""• 
expressing  sentiments  of  sympathy  in  their  sufferings,  exhorting 
them  to  resolution  and  perseverance,  and  assuring  them  that  they 
were  considered  as  suffering  in  the  common  cause. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  was  in  session  when  the  first  intel- 
ligence of  the  Boston  Port  Bill  reached  that  province.  The 
house  of  Burgesses  appointed  the  first  of  June,  the  day  on  which 
the  bill  was  to  commence  its  operation,  to  be  set  apart  for  fast- 
ing, prayer,  and  humiliation ;  to  implore  the  divine  interposition 
to  avert  the  heavy  calamity  which  threatened  destruction  to  their 
civil  rights,  and  the  evils  of  a  civil  war ;  and  to  give  one  heart 
and  one  mind  to  the  people,  firmly  to  oppose  every  invasion  of 
their  liberties.  Similar  resolutions  were  adopted  almost  every 
where,  and  the  first  of  June  became  throughout  the  several  colo- 
nies, a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  player;  in  the  course  of 
which  sermons  were  universally  preached  to  the  people,  well 
calculated  to  inspire  them  with  the  utmost  horror  against  the 
authors  of  the  unjust  suffering  of  their  fellow  subjects  in 
Boston. 

In  consequence  of  this  measure,  the  assembly  was  dissolved ; 
but  before  their  separation,  an  association  was  entered  into, 
signed  by  89  members,  in  which  they  declared  an  attack  on  one 
colony,  to  compel  submission  to  arbitrary  taxes,  is  an  attack  on 
all  British  America,  and  threatens  ruin  to  the  rights  of  all,  un- 

z  less 
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chap.  in.   less  the  united  wisdom  of  the    whole  be  applied  in  preven- 
,774.       tion. 


A  general  Con  - 
grcn  is  propos- 
ed. 


They  therefore  recommended  to  the  committee  of  correspond- 
ence, to  communicate  with  the  several  committees  of  the  other 
provinces,  on  the  expediency  of  appointing  deputies  from  the 
different  colonies,  to  meet  annually  in  general  congress,  and  to 
deliberate  on  those  general  measures,  which  the  united  interests 
of  America  might  from  time  to  time  render  necessary.  This 
measure  had  already  been  proposed  in  town-meetings  in  New 
York  and  Boston. 


General  Gage 
urrjvcsin  Bos- 
ton. 


June  7th. 


While  the  people  of  Boston  were  yet  employed  in  the  first 
consultations  which  took  place  on  hearing  of  the  bill  directed 
particularly  against  their  town,  General  Gage,  the  successor  of 
Governor  Hutchinson,  arrived  among  them.  Notwithstanding 
the  deep  and  solemn  gloom  of  the  moment,  he  was  received  with 
those  external  marks  of  decent  respect  which  had  been  usual, 
and  which  were  supposed  to  belong  to  his  station. 

In  a  few  days  the  general  court  assembled,  and  had  notice  from 
the  Governor  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  late  act  of  Parliament, 
their  place  of  session  would  be  changed,  and  that  they  would  be 
called  together  on  the  first  of  June,  at  Salem.  To  evade  this 
measure,  they  were  hurrying  to  complete  the  business  before 
them  prior  to  that  day,  which  being  made  known  to  the  Gover- 
nor, he  hastily  adjourned  them  to  the  seventh  of  June,  to  meet 
at  the  place  designated  by  his  instructions. 

Soon  -after  assembling,  the  House  of  Representatives,  mindful 

of 
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of  the  importance  of  combining  the  wisdom  of  America  in  one   chap.  hi. 
great  and  common  council,  passed  resolutions,  declaring  the  ex-       X774. 
pediency  of  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  several  colonies 
for  the  purposes  therein  specified,  and  appointing  five  gentlemen 
as  a  committee  on  the  part  of  Massachussetts. 

The  colonies,  from  New  Hampshire  to  South  Carolina,  inclu- 
sive, adopted  this  measure ;  and,  where  the  legislatures  were 
not  in  session,  the  people  either  ele&ed  delegates,  who  chose  a 
committee,  or,  in  the  first  instance,  elected  a  committee  to  re- 
present them  in  the  general  congress. 

The  legislature  of  Massachussetts  also  passed  declaratory  reso- 
lutions, expressive  of  their  sense  of  the  state  of  public  affairs, 
and  the  designs  of  government ;  in  which  they  recommended  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  province  totally  to  renounce  the  consump- 
tion of  East  India  teas,  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  disconti- 
nue the  use  of  all  goods  imported  from  the  East-Indies  and  Great 
Britain,  until  the  public  grievances  of  America,  should  be  radi- 
cally and  totally  redressed. 

The  more  fully  to  effect  this  essential  purpose,  it  was  again 
strongly  recommended  to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to 
American  manufactures. 

The  Governor  having  obtained  intelligence  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  house  was  employed,  sent  his  secretary,  the  day  on 
which  the  committee  reported  their  resolutions,  with  directions 
immediately  to  dissolve  the  assembly.  He  found  the  door  shut, 
and  being  refused  admittance,  read  the  order  of  dissolution  aloud 
on  the  stair  case. 

z  2  The 
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c"£^"i-  The  day  after  the  dissolution  of  the  assembly,  the  Governor 
'774-  received  an  address  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Salem,  now 
become  the  metropolis  of  the  province,  which  does  them  infinite 
honour,  and  marks  the,  deep  impression  which  a  sense  of  com- 
mon danger  had  made.  They  no  longer  considered  themselves 
merely  as  the  inhabitants  of  Salem,  but  as  Americans  ;  and  they 
spurned  advantages  to  be  derived  to  themselves,  from  the  distress 
inflicted  on  a  sister  town  for  its  patriotic  zeal,  in  a  cause  com- 
mon to  all. 

•  "  We  are  deeply  affli6ted,"  say  they,  "  with  the  sense  of  our 
public  calamities  ;  but  the  miseries  that  are  now  rapidly  hasten- 
ing on  our  brethren  in  the  capital  of  the  province,  greatly  excite 
our  commiseration ;  and  we  hope  your  excellency  will  use  your 
endeavours  to  prevent  a  further  accumulation  of  evils  on  that  a!-  . 
ready  sorely  distressed  people." — "  By  shutting  up  the  port  of 
Boston,  some  imagine  that  the  course  of  trade  might  be  turned 
hither,  and  to  our  benefit ;  but  nature,  in  the  formation  of  our 
harbour,  forbids  our  becoming  rivals  in  commerce  with  that  con- 
venient mart.  And  were  it  otherwise,  we  must  be  dead  to  every 
idea  of  justice,  lost  to  all  feelings  of  humanity,  could  we  indulge 
one  thought  to  seize  on  wealth,  and  raise  our  fortunes  on  the 
ruin  of  our  suffering  neighbours/* 

About  this  time  rough  draughts  of  the  two  remaining  bills 
relative  to  the  province  of  Massachussetts  Bay,  as  well  as  that 
for  quartering  troops  in  America,  were  received  in  Boston,  and 
circulated  through  the  Continent.  They  served  to  confirm  the 
wavering,  and  to  render  the  moderate  indignant,  while  the  vio- 
lent became  still  more  so. 

An 
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An  agreement  was  framed  by  the  committee  of  correspon-  char  «*• 
dence  at  Boston,  entitled  "  a  solemn  league  and  covenant,"  *774. 
wherein  the  subscribers  bound  themselves  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  and  in  the  presence  of  God,  to  suspend  all  commercial 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  from  the  last  day  of  the  ensuing 
month  of  August,  until  the  Boston  port  bill,  and  the  other  late 
obnoxious  laws  should  be  repealed.  They  also  bound  them- 
selves in  the  same  manner,  not  to  consume,  or  purchase  from 
any  other,  any  goods  whatever  which  arrived  after  the  specified 
time,  and  to  break  off  ail  commerce,  trade,  and  dealings  with 
any  who  did,  as  well  as  Math  the  importers  of  the  goods.  They 
renounced,  in  the  same  manner,  all  intercourse  and  connection 
with  those  who  should  refuse  to  subscribe  to  that  covenant,  or  to 
bind  themselves  by  some  similar  agreement ;  and  they  annexed 
to  the  renunciation  of  intercourse,  the  dangerous  penalty  of  pub- 
lishing to  the  world  the  names  of  those,  who  should  refuse  this 
evidence  of  their  attachment  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  their 
country. 

General  Gage  published  against  this  covenant  a  strong  pro- 
clamation, in  which  it  was  termed  "  an  unlawful,  hostile,  and 
traiterous  combination,  contrary  to  the  allegiance  due  to  the 
King,  destructive  of  the  legal  authority  of  Parliament,  and  of  the 
peace,  good  order,  and  safety  of  the  community."  All  persons 
were  warned  against  incurring  the  pains  and  penalties  due  to 
such  dangerous  offences ;  and  all  magistrates  charged  to  appre- 
hend and  secure  for  trial,  such  as  should  be  in  any  manner  guilty 
of  them.  But  the  time  when  the  proclamations  of  governors 
were  to  be  attended  to  had  passed  away ;  and  the  penalties,  in 
the  power  of  the  committees  of  correspondence  were  much  more 

dreaded 
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chap.  m.    dreaded  than  those  which  could  be  inflicted  by  the  civil  magis- 

»774        trate. 

In  whatever  province  legislatures  were  convened,  or  delegates 
assembled  in  convention,  resolutions  were  entered  into,  mani- 
festing indeed  different  degrees  of  resentment,  but  all  concurring 
in  the  same  great  leading  principles.  It  was  every  where  de- 
clared that  the  cause  of  Boston  was  the  cause  of  all  British 
America  ;  that  the  late  acts  respecting  that  devoted  town  were 
unjust,  tyrannical,  and  unconstitutional ;  that  the  opposition  to 
this  ministerial  system  of  oppression  ought  to  be  universally  and 
perseveringly  maintained ;  that  all  intercourse  with  the  parent 
state  ought  to  be  suspended,  and  domestic  manufactures  en- 
couraged ;  and  that  a  general  congress  should  be  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  and  guiding  the  councils,  and  directing  the 
efforts  of  North  America.  The  committees  of  correspondence 
selected  Philadelphia  for  the  place,  and  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember for  the  time,  of  the  meeting  of  this  important  council. 

September,         ®n  ^  4t^  °f  September,  the  delegates  from  eleven  *  provin- 
1774        ces  appeared  at  the  place  appointed  ;  and  the  next  day  they  as- 
sembled at  Carpenter's  Hall,  when  Peyton  Randolph,  late  speaker 
of  the  house  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  was  unanimously  cho- 
sen president.  The  respective  credentials  f  of  the  members  were 

then 


*  Those  of  North  Carolina  did  not  arrive  till  the  fourteenth. 

t  The  members  of  this  congress  were,  generally,  elected  by  the  authority  of  the 
colonial  legislatures  ;  but,  in  some  instances,  a  different  system  had  been  pursued, 
In  New  Jersey  and  Maryland,  the  election?  were  made  by  committees  chosen  in  the 
several  counties  for  that  particular  purpose  ;  and  in  New  York,  where  the  royal  party 

was 
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then  read  and  approved;  and  this  august  and  patriotic  body,  ^^R  IIL 
having  determined  that  each  colony  should  have  only  one  vote,  %n* 
whatever  might  be  the  number  of  its  deputies ;  that  their  delibe- 
rations should  be  with  closed  doors ;  and  that  their  proceedings, 
except  such  as  they  might  determine  to  publish,  should  be  kept 
inviolably  secret ;  entered  on  the  solemn  and  important  duties 
assigned  to  them  J. 

Committees 


was  very  strong,  and  where  it  is  probable  that  no  legislative  act  authorizing  an  elec- 
tion of  members  to  represent  that  colony  in  congress  could  have  been  obtained,  the 
people  themselves  assembled  in  those  places  where  the  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 
claims  of  parliament  prevailed,  and  elected  deputies  who  were  very  readily  received 
into  Congress. 

The  powers  too  with  which  the  representatives  of  the  several  colonies,  were  in- 
vested, were  not  only  variously  expressed,  but  were  of  various  extent.  Most  gene- 
rally, they  were  authorized  to  consult  and  advise  on  the  means  most  proper  to  secure 
the  liberties  of  the  colonies,  and  to  restore  the  harmony  formerly  subsisting  between 
them  and  their  mother  country.  In  some  instances,  the  powers  given  appeared  to 
contemplate  only  such  measures  as  would  operate  on  the  commercial  connection  be- 
tween the  two  countries  ;  in  others,  the  discretion  of  the  deputies  was  unlimited. 

X  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  members  composing  the  first  congress. 


John  Sullivan 
Nathaniel  Fulsom 


i  from  New  Hampshire. 


James  Bowdine  ^ 

Thomas  Cushing  l 

Samuel  Adams  ^  from  Massachusetts  Bay. 

John  Adams 

Robert  Treat  Paine 

Stephen  Hopkins  ")    „        rfcl     _    r  ,      ,       ,  ~      . ,  ^, 

0         Mir     ,  >  from  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

bamuel  VV  ard  y 

Kliphalet 
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CHAP.  IIL 


«774*' 


Committees  were  appointed  to  state  the  rights  claimed  by  th 
colonies,  which  had  been  infringed  by  acts  of  the  British  parlia 

men 


Eliphalet  Dyer 
Roger  Sherman 
Silas  Deane 


i 


from  Connecticut* 


James  Duane 
Henry  Wisner 
John  Jay 

Philip  Livingston 
Isaac  Low 
John  Alsop 


from  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  othe 
counties  in  the  province  of  New  York. 


William  Floyd    ,       ?  from  the  county  of  Suffolk  in  the  Province  of  New  York 


James  Kinsey 
William  Livingston 
John  Dehart 
Stephen  Crane 
Richard.  Smith 


i 


from  New  Jersey. 


Joseph  Galloway 
Charles  Humphreys 
Samuel  Rhoads 
George  Ross 
John  Morton 
Thomas  Mifflin 
Edward  Biddle    - 
John  Dickinson 


y  from  Pennsylvania. 


Cesar 
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1774- 


naent  passed  since  the  year  1763;  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the    CHAP  in- 
king,  and  addresses  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  to  the  twelve  colonies 
represented  in  congress. 


Caesar  Rodney 
Thomas  M'Kean 
George  Read 


} 


from  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on  Delaware. 


Robert  Gbldsborough^ 
Thomas  Johnson 


William  Paca 
Samuel  Chase 
Matthew  Tilghman 


J>  from  Maryland. 


J 


Peyton  Randolph 
Richard  Henry  Lee 
George  Washington 
Patrick  Henry 
Richard  Poland 
Benjamin  Hairison 
Edmund  Pendleton 


> 


from  Virginia 


William  Hooper 
Joseph  Hughes 
Richard  Caswell 


} 


from  North  Carolina. 


Henry  Middleton 
John  Rutlcdge 
Thomas  Lynch 
Christopher  Gadsden 
Edward  Rutlcdge 


"i 


U 


from  South  Carolina. 
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Resolu- 
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cHAP^ni:       Resolutions  *  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  in  Massachuasetts,  of  a 
1774       very  animated  and  comprehensive  nature,   and  commending, 


*  These  resolutions  manifested  a  degree  of  irritation  which  had  not  before  been 
displayed.  They  are  introduced  in  the  following  manner  : — "  Whereas  the  power 
but  not  the  justice,  the  vengeance  but  not  the  wisdom  of  Great  Britain,  which  of  old 
persecuted,  scourged,  and  exiled  our  fugitive  parents  from  their  native  shores,  now 
pursues  us,  their  guiltless  children,  with  unrelenting  severity  :  and  wliereas  this,  then 
savage  and  uncultivated  desert,  was  purchased  by  the  toH  and  treasure,  or  acquired 
by  the  blood  and  valour  of  those  our  venerable  progenitors ;  to  us  they  bequeathed  the 
dear  bought  inheritance  ;  to  our  care  and  protection  they  consigned  it ;  and  the  most 
sacred  obligations  are  upon  us  to  transmit  the  glorious  purchase,  unfettered  by  power, 
unclogged  with  shackles,  to  our  innocent  and  beloved  offspring.  On  the  fortitude, 
on  the  wisdom,  and  on  the  exertions  of  this  important  day,  is  suspended  the  fete  of 
this  new  world  and  of  unborn  millions.  If  a  boundless  extent  of  continent,  and 
swarming  with  millions,  will  tamely  submit  to  live,  move,  and  have  their  being,  at 
the  arbitrary  will  of  a  licentious  minister,  they  basely  yield  to  voluntary  slavery,  and 
hiture  generations  shall  load  their  memories  with  incessant  execrations.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  arrest  the  hand  which  would  ransack  our  pockets,  if  we  disarm  the 
parricide  which  points  the  dagger  to  our  bosoms,  if  we  nobly  defeat  that  fatal  edict 
which  proclaims  a  power  to  frame  laws  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  thereby  en- 
tailing the  endless  and  numberless  curses  of  slavery  upon  us,  our  heirs,  and  their 
heirs  for  ever ;  if  we  successfully  resist  that  unparalleled  usurpation  of  unconstitutional 
power  whereby  out  capital  is  robbed  of  the  means  of  life ;  whereby  the  streets  of 
Boston  are  thronged  with  military  executioners  ;  whereby  our  coasts  are  lined,  and 
harbours  crowded  with  ships  of  war  ;  whereby  the  charter  of  the  colony,  that  sacred 
barrier  against  the  encroachments  of  tyranny  is  mutilated,  and  in  effect  annihilated  ; 
whereby  a  murderous  law  is  framed  to  shelter  villains"  from  the  hands  of  justice  ; 
whereby  the  unalienable  and  inestimable  inheritance,  which  we  derived  from  nature, 
the  constitution  of  Britain,  and  the  privileges  warranted  to  us  in  the  charter  of  the 
province,  is  totally  wrecked,  annulled  and  vacated  :  posterity  will  acknowledge  that 
virtue  which  preserved  them  free  and  happy ;  and  while  we  enjoy  the  rewards  and 
blessings  of  the  faithful,  the  torrent  of  panegyrists  will  roll  our  reputations  to  that 
latest  period,  when  the  streams  of  time  shall  be  absorbed  in  the  abyss  of  eternity. 
Therefore  resolved,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

among 
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» 

Among  other  important  subjects  a  provincial  congress,  and  that  c^^m^ 
the  collectors  of  taxes,  and  all  officers  who  have  public  monies  w*. 
in  their  hands,  retain  the  same  until  the  civil  government  of  the 
province  be  placed  upon  a  constitutional  foundation,  or  until  it 
shall  otherwise  be  ordered  by  the  provincial  congress ;  having 
been  taken  into  consideration, — it  was  unanimously  agreed; 
"  That  this  assembly  deeply  feds  the  suffering  of  their  country- 
men in  Massachusetts'  Bay  under  the  operation  of  the  late  unjust, 
cruel,  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  that  they 
toost  thoroughly  approve  the  wisdom  and  fortitude  with  which 
the  opposition  to  these  wicked  ministerial  measures  has  hitherto 
been  conducted,  and  they  earnestly  recommend  to  their  brethren, 
a  perseverance  in  the  same  firm  and  temperate  conduct  as  express- 
ed in  the  resolutions  determined  upon  at  a  meeting  of  the  dele- 
gates for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  trusting  that  the  effect  of  the 
united  efforts  of  North  America  in  their  behalf  will  carry  such 
conviction  to  the  British  nation  of  the  unwise,  unjust,  and  rui- 
nous policy  of  the  present  administration,  as  quickly  to  intror 
duce  better  men  and  wiser  measures/' 

It  was  also  resolved  unanimously,  "  that  contributions  from 
all  the  colonies  for  supplying  the  necessities,  and  alleviating  the 
.  distresses  of  our  brethren  at  Boston,  ought  to  be  continued  in 
such  manner,  and  so  long,  as  their  occasions  may  require." 

The  merchants  of  the  several  colonies  were  requested  not  to 
send  to  Great  Britain  any  orders  for  goods,  and  to  direct  the  exe- 
cution of  all  orders  already  sent  to  be  suspended  until  the  sense  of 
congress,  on  the  means  to  be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  of  America,  be  made  public.     In  a  few  days,  resolu- 

A  a  2  tions 
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C^^H'  tioris  were  entered  into,  suspending  the  importation  of  goods 
,774#  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  their  dependencies,  and 
of  their  manufactures  from  anyplace  whatever,  after  the  first 
'  day  of  the  succeeding  December ;  and  against  the  purchase  or 
use  of  such  goods.  It  was  also  determined  that  all  exports  to 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  West  Indies,  should  cease  on  the 
loth  of  September,  17/5,  unless  American  grievances  should  be 
redressed  before  that  time.  An  association  corresponding  with, 
these  resolutions  was  then  framed,  and  signed  by  every  member 
present.  Never  were  laws  more  faithfully  observed  than  the 
resolves  of  congress  at  this  period,  and  their  association  was  of 
consequence  universally  adopted. 

Very  early  in  the  session,  a  declaration  *  of  rights,  in  the  shape 

of 


*  "  Whereas  since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  British  parliament,  claiming  a 
power,  of  right,  to  bind  the  people  of  America  by  statutes  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
hath  in  some  acts  expressly  imposed  taxes  upon  them  ;  and,  in  others,  under  various 
pretences,  but  in  fact  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  hath  imposed  rates  and 
duties  payable  in  these  colonics,  established  a  board  of  commissioners  with  unconsti- 
tutional powers,  and  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  admiralty,  not  only  for 
collecting  the  said  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of  causes  merely  arising  within  the  body  of 
a  county. 

And  whereas  in  consequence  of  other  statutes,  judges,  who  before  held  only  estates 
at  will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  dependent  on  the  crown  alone  for  their  sala- 
ries, and  standing  armies  kept  in  time  of  peace:  and  whereas,  it  has  lately  bean  re- 
solved in  parliament,  that  by  force  of  a  statute  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  colonists  may  be  transported  to  England,  and  tried 
there  upon  accusations  for  treasons  and  misprisions  or  concealments  of  treasons  com- 
mitted in  the  colonies,  and  by  a  late  statute,  such  trials  have  been  directed  in  cases 
therein  mentioned. 

And 
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of  resolves,  was  agreed  to,  which  merits  peculiar  attention  be-   ^^^; 
cause  it  states  precisely  the  ground  now  taken  by  America,  and       J774. 

evidences 


And  whereas  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  three  statutes  were  made  ;  one  en- 
titled, •  An  act  to  discontinue  in  such  manner  and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein  men- 
tioned, the  landing  and  discharging,  lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandize, at  the  town  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston  in  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts' Bay,  in  North  America,'  another  entitled,  *  An  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lating the  government  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts'  Bay  in  New  England  ;'  and 
another  entitled,  '  An  act  for  the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  in  the  case  of 
persons  questioned  for  any  act  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the 
suppression  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts'  Bay  in  New 
England , '  and  another  statute  was  then  made  *  for  making  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  &c.' — All  which  statutes  are  impo- 
litic, unjust,  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconstitutional,  and  most  dangerous,  and  de- 
structive of  American  rights. 

.  And  whereas  assemblies  have  been  frequently  dissolved,  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
die  people,  when  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on  grievances;  and  their  dutiful, 
bumble,  loyal,  and  reasonable  petitions  to  the  crown  for  redress,  have  been  repeat- 
edly treated  with  contempt  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  of  state ;  the  good  people  of  the 
several  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts'  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  and  Provi- 
dence plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  New  Castle, 
Kent,  and  Sussex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina,  justly  alanned  at  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  parliament  and  administra- 
tion, have  severally  elected,  constituted,  and  appointed  deputies  to  meet  and  sit  in 
general  congress,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  such  establishment, 
as  that  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  may  not  be  subverted  :  whereupon  the  depu- 
ties so  appointed  being  now  assembled,  in  a  full  and  free  representation  of  these 
colonies,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consideration  the  best  means  of  obtaining  the 
ends  aforesaid,  do,  in  the  first  place,  as  Englishmen  their  ancestors  in  like  cases 
have  usually  done,  for  asserting  and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties,  Declare, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  English  colonies  in  North  America,  by  the  immutable 
laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and  the  several  charters  or 
compacts,  have  the  following  rights  : 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D,  1st,  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  property : 

and 
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chap.  in.   evidences  the  terms  on  which  a  satisfactory  reconciliation  was 
1774        practicable.     It  is  observable  that  rights  were,  at  this  period,  as- 
serted 


and  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  power  whatever,  a  right  to  dispose  of 
either  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  2d,  That  our  ancestors  who  first  settled  th  ese  oolonies,were 
at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother  country,  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  born  subjects  within  the  realm  of 
England. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  JX  3d,  That  by  such  emigration  they  by  no  means  forfeited, 
surrendered,  or  lost  any  of  those  rights,  but  that  they  were,  and  their  descendants 
now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  all  such  of  them,  as  their  local 
and  other  circumstances  enabled  them  to  exercise  and  enjoy. 

Resolved,  4th,  That  the  foundation  of  English  liberty,  and  of  all  free  govern* 
ment,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  their  legislative  council :  and  as  the 
English  colonists  are  not  represented,  and  from  their  local  and  other  circumstances 
cannot  properly  be  represented  in  the  British  Parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free 
and  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in  their  several  provincial  legislatures,  where  theif 
right  of  representation  can  alone  be  preserved,  in  all  cases  of  taxation,  and  internal 
polity  subject  only  to  the  negative  of  their  sovereign,  in  such  manner  as  has  been 
heretofore  used  and  accustomed  :  but  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  a  regard  to 
the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries,  we  cheerfully  consent  to  the  operation  of  such 
acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  as  are  bona  fide,  restrained  to  the  regulation  of  our 
external  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  commercial  advantages  of  the 
whole  empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  respective 
members  ;  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or  external,  for  raising  a  reve- 
nue on  the  subjects  in  America  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  5th,  That  the  respective  colonies  are  entitled  to  the  common 
-law  of  England,  and  more  especially,  to  the  great  and  inestimable  one  of  being  tried 
by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage,  according  to  the  course  of  that  law. 

Resolved y  6th,  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English  statutes, 
as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  colonization  ;  and  which  they  have,  by  experience 
respectively  found  to  be  applicable  to  their  several  local  and  other  circum- 
stances. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  7th,  That  these  his  Majesty's  colonies  are  likewise  entitled 
to  all  the  immunities,  and  privileges  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  royal 
charters,  or  secured  by  their  several  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Resolved, 
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serted  which,  in  the  commencement  of  the  contest,   were  not   c^^' 
generally  maintained ;  and  that,  even  now,  the  exclusive  right       w* 

of 


Resolved f  N.  C.  IX  8  th,  That  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble,  con- 
sider  of  their  grievances,  and  petition  the  King  ;  and  that  all  prosecutions,  prohibi- 
tory proclamations,  and  commitments  for  the  same,  are  illegal* 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  9th,  That  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  these  colonies,  in 
time  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony,  in  which  such 
*  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Resolved^  N.  C.  JJ.  10th,  It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  good  government* 
and  rendered  essential  by  the  English  constitution,  that  the  constituent  branches  of 
the  legislature  be  independent  of  each  other ;  that,  therefore,  the  exercise  of  legis- 
lative power  in  several  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed,  during  pleasure,  by  the 
crown,  is  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  and  destructive  to  the  freedom  of  American 
legislation. 

All  and  each  of  which  the  aforesaid  deputies  m  behalf  of  themselves,  and  their 
constituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  on,  as  their  indubitable  rights  and  li- 
berties ;  which  cannot  be  legally  taken  from  them,  altered  or  abHdged  by  any 
power  whatever,  without  their  own  consent,  by  their  representatives  in  their  several 
provincial  legislatures. 

In  the  course  of  our  enquiry,  we  find  many  infringements  and  violations  of  the 
foregoing  rights,  which,  from  an  ardent  desire  that  harmony  and  mutual  inter- 
course of  affection  and  interest  may  be  restored,  we  pass  over  for  the  present,  and 
proceed  to  state  such  acts  and  measures  as  have  been  adopted  since  the  last  war, 
'which  demonstrate  a  system  formed  to  enslave  America. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  following  acts  of  parliament  are  infringements  and 
"violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists  ;  and  that  the  repeal  of  them  is  essentially 
necessary,  in  order  to  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American 
colonies ;  viz. 

1*he  several  acts  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15,  and  ch.  34. ;  5  Geo.  III.  ch.  25.  j 
€  Geo.  III.  ch.  52. ;  7  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.,  and  ch.  46. ;  8  Geo.  III.  ch.  22.  which 
*mpose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  extend  the  power 
of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  subject 
of  trial  by  jury,  authorize  the  judges9  certificate  to  indemnify  the  prosecutor  from 
«bmpge8  that  he  might  otherwise  be  liable  to,  requiring  oppressive  security  from  a 

impose 
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GfiAP.  iii.   of  legislation  in  the  colonial  legislatures,  with  the  exception  of 
>774       arts  of  the  British  Parliament,  bona  fide,  made  to  regulate  and 
restrain  external  commerce,  which  from  necessity  were  consent- 
ed to,  was  not  unanimously  averred. 

The  addresses  prepared,  the  various  papers  drawn  up,  and  the 


claimant  of  ships  and  goods  seized  before  he  shall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  pro- 
perty, and  are  subversive  of  American  rights. 

Also  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  the  better  securing  his  majes- 
ty's dock -yards,  magazines,  ships,  ammunition,  and  stores,*  which  declares  a  new 
offence  in  America,  and  deprives  the  American  subject  of  a  constitutional  trial  by 
jury  of  the  vicinage,  by  authorizing  the  trial  of  any  person  charged  with  the  com- 
mitting of  any  offence  described  in  the  said  act,  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indicted  and 
tried  for  the  same  in  any  shire  or  county  of  the  realm. 

Also  the  three  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  stopping  the  port 
and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Boston,  for  altering  the  charter  and  government 
of  Massachusetts'  bay,  and  that  which  is  intituled,  *  An  act  for  the  better  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  &.C.* 

Also  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session  for  establishing  the  Roman  Catholic  rc- 
liirion  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the  equitable  system  of  English-  laws, 
and  erecting  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  danger  (from  so  total  a  dissimilarity  of 
religion,  law,  and  government)  of  the  neighbouring  British  colonies,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  whose  blood  and  treasure  the  said  country  was  conquered  from  France. 

Also  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session,  for  the  better  providing  suitable  quar- 
ters for  officers  and  soldiers  in  his  majesty's  service  in  North  America. 

Also  that  the  keeping  of  a  standing  army  in  several  of  these  colonies  in  time  of 
peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony  in  which  such  army  is 
kept,  is  against  law. 

To 'these  grievous  acts  and  measures  Americans  cannot  submit;  but,  in  hopes 
their  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain  will,  on  a  revision  of  them,  restore  us  to  that 
state,  in  which  botli  countries  found  happiness  and  prosperity,  we  have  for 
the^ present  only  resolved  to  pursue  the  following  peaceable  measures:  1st,  To 
enter  into  a  non-importation,  non-consumption,  and  non-exportation,  agreement, 
or  association  :  2dly,  To  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  a 
memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America:  And,  3dly,  To  prepare  a  loyal 
address  to  his  majesty  agreeably  to  resolutions  already  entered  into." 

measures 
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measures  recommended  by  this  Congress,  form  their  best  eulo-  (^*^' 
gium,  and  attest  how  judiciously  a  selection  of  character  had  w* 
been  made  by  the  people,  for  the  all  interesting  concerns  en- 
trusted to  their  care.  Affection  to  the  mother  country,  an 
exalted  admiration  of  her  national  character,  unwillingness  to 
separate  from  her,  a  knowledge  of  the  hazards  and  difficulties  of 
the  struggle  to  be  engaged  in,  mingled  with  an  enthusiastic  love 
of  liberty  and  of  country ;  with  a  conviction  that  all  which  can 
make  life  valuable  was  at  stake ;   characterize  their  proceedings. 

"  When/'  say  they,  in  their  address  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  "  a  nation  led  to  greatness  by  the  hand  of  liberty,  and 
possessed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroism,  munificence,  and  hu- 
manity can  bestow,  descends  to  the  ungrateful  task  of  forging 
chains  for  her  friends  and  children  ;  and,  instead  of  giving  sup- 
port to  freedom,  turns  advocate  for  slavery  and  oppression,  there 
is  reason  to  suspect,  she  has  either  ceased  to  be  virtuous,  or  been 
extremely  negligent  in  the  appointment  of  her  rulers. 

"  In  almost  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in  long  and  bloody 
wars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign,  against  many  and  powerful  na- 
tions, against  the  open  assaults  of  enemies,  and  the  more  dan- 
gerous treachery  of  friends ;  have  the  inhabitants  of  your  island, 
your  great  and  glorious  ancestors,  maintained  their  indepen- 
dence, and  transmitted  the  rights  of  men,  and  the  blessings  of 
'iberty  to.  you  their  posterity. 

**  Be  not  surprised,  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  descended  from 
the  same  common  ancestors,  that  we,  whose  forefathers  parti- 
cipated in  all  the  rights,  the  liberties,  and  the  constitution  you  ^ 
VOL.  II.  b  b  so 
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C^^'  so  justly  boast  of,  and  who  have  carefully  conveyed  the  same 
1774  fair  inheritance  to  us,  guaranteed  by  the  plighted  faith  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  most  solemn  compact  with  British  Sove- 
reigns, should  refuse  to  surrender  them  to  men,  who  found  their 
claims  on  no  principles  of  reason,  and  who  prosecute  them  with 
a  design,  that,  by  having  our  lives  and  property  in  their  power, 
they  may  with  the  greater  facility  enslave  you.9 ' 

After  stating  the  serious  condition  of  American  affairs,  and 
that  not  only  the  oppressions,  but  the  misrepresentations  of  their 
country,  had  induced  this  address  ;  after  stating  that  they  claim 
to  be  as  free  as  their  fellow-subjects  in  Britain,  they  say,  "are 
not  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  Great  Britain  lords  of  their 
own  property  ?  Can  it  be  taken  from  them  without  their  con- 
sent ?  Will  they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  disposal  of  any  men  or 
number  of  men  whatever  ?     You  know  they  will  not. 

"  Why  then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  America  less 
lords  of  their  property  than  you  are  of  yours ;  or  why  should 
they  submit  it  to  the  disposal* of  your  parliament,  or  any  other 
parliament  or  council  in  the  world,  not  of  their  election  ?  Can 
the  intervention  of  the  sea  that  divides  us  cause  disparity  in 
rights ;  or  can  any  reason  be  given  why  English  subjects,  who 
live  three  thousand  miles  from  the  royal  palace,  should  enjoy 
less  liberty  than  those  who  are  three  hundred  miles  distant 
from  it  ? 

"  Reason  looks  with  indignation  on  such  distinctions,  and 
freemen  caa  never  perceive  their  propriety." 

"At 
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"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war — a  war  rendered  glorious 
by  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  a  minister,  to  whose  efforts  the 
British  empire  owes  its  safety  and  its  fame,  at  the  conclusion  of 
'  this  war,  which  was  succeeded  by  an  inglorious  peace,  formed 
under  the  auspices  of  a  minister,  of  principles,  and  of  a  family, 
unfriendly  to  the  protestant  cause,  and  inimical  to  liberty ; — ^we 
say  at  this  period,  and  under  the  influence  of  that  man,  a  plan 
for  enslaving  your  fellow-subjects  in  America  was  concerted, 
and  has  ever  since  been  pertinaciously  carrying  into  execution.'.' 

The  former  relative  situation  of  the  two  countries  is  then 
stated,  and  they  are  reminded  of  the  loyalty  and  attachment 
of  the  colonists  to  the  common  interests  of  the  empire.  The 
transactions  since  the  conclusion  of  the  war  are  passed  in 
solemn  review,  and  they  add,  "  This  being  a  true  state  of  facts, 
let  us  beseech  you  to  consider  to  what  end  they  lead. 

"  Admit  that  the  ministry,  by  the  powers  of  Britain,  and  the 
aid  of  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours,  should  be  able  to  Garry 
the  point  of  taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  state  of  perfect  humi- 
liation and  slavery ;  such  an  enterprize  would,  doubtless,  make 
some  addition  to  your  national  debt,  which  already  presses 
down  your  liberties,  and  fills  you  with  pensioners  and  placemen. 
We  presume  also,  that  your  commerce  will  somewhat  be  dimi- 
nished. However,  suppose  you  should  prove  victorious,  in 
what  condition  will  you  then  be  ?  What  advantages  or  what 
laurels  will  you  reap  from  such  a  conquest  ?  May  not  a  ministry 
with  the  same  armies  enslave  you  ?" 

The  resources  wliich  the  subjugation  of  America  would  place 

Bb  2  in 
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chap.  m.    in  the  hands  of  the  crown  are  then  expatiated  on,  and  the 
1774-       address  proceeds,  "  We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much 
justice,  much  public  spirit  in  the  English   nation.      To  that 
justice  we  now  appeal.     You  have  been  told  that  we  are  sedi- 
tious,  impatient  of  government,  and  desirous  of  independency. 
Be  assured  that  these  are  not  facts,  but  calumnies.     Permit  us 
to  be  as  free  as  yourselves,  and  we  shall  ever  esteem  a  union 
with  you  to  be  our  greatest  glory,  and  our  greatest  happiness. 
We  shall  ever  be  ready  to  contribute  all  in  our  power  to  the 
welfare  of  the  empire.     We  shall  consider  your  enemies  as  our 
enemies,  and  your  interest  as  our  own. 

"  But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  ministers  shall  wan- 
tonly sport  with  the  rights  of  mankind — if  neither  the  voice  of 
justice,  the  dictates  of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  the  suggestions  of  humanity,  can  restrain  your  hands 
from  shedding  human  blood  in  such  an  impious  cause;  we 
must  then  tell  you,  that  we  will  never  submit  to  be  hewers  of 
wood,  nor  drawers  of  water,  for  any  ministry  or  nation  in  the 
worfd. 

"  Place  us  in  the  same  situation  that  we  were  at  the  close  of 
the  last  war,  and  our  former  harmony  will  be  restored  *." 

The  petition  to  the  king  states  succinctly  the  grievances  com- 
plained of,  and  then  proceeds :  "  Had  our  Creator  been  pleased 
to  give  us  existence  in  a  land  of  slavery,  the  sense  of  our  condi- 


*  The  committee  which  prepared  this  manly  and  eloquent  address  were,  Mr.  Lee 
Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay.     The  composition  has  been  generally  attributed  to 
Mr.  Jay. 

tion 
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tion  might  have  been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit.     But   Cv^^' 
thanks  be  to  his  adorable  goodness,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of       J774 
freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  the  auspices  of  your 
royal  ancestors,  whose  family  was  seated  on  the  British  throne, 
to  rescue  and  secure  a  pious  and  gallant  nation  from  the  popery 
and  despotism  of  a  superstitious  and  inexorable  tyrant.     Your 
majesty,  we  are  confident,  justly  rejoices,  that  your  title  to  the 
crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  title  of  your  people  to  liberty ; 
and,  therefore,  we  doubt  not  but  your  royal  wisdom  must  ap- 
prove the  sensibility  that  teaches  your  subjects  anxiously  to 
guard  the  blessing  they  receive  from  Divine  Providence,  and  „ 
thereby  to  prove  the  performance  of  that  compact,    which 
elevated  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick  to  the  imperial  dig- 
nity it  now  possesses. 

"  The  apprehension  of  being  degraded  into  a  state  of  servi- 
tude from  the  pre-eminent  rank  of  English  freemen,  while  our 
minds  retain  the  strongest  love  of  liberty,  and  clearly  foresee 
the  miseries  preparing  for  us,  and  for  our  posterity,  excites 
emotions  in  our  breasts,  which,  though  we  cannot  describe,  we 
should  not  wish  to  conceal.  Feeling  as  men,  and  thinking  as 
subjects,  in  the  manner  we  do,  silence  would  be  disloyalty. 
By  giving  this  faithful  information,  we  do  all  in  our  power  to 
promote  the  great  objects  of  your  royal  cares,  the  tranquillity 
of  your  government,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

lr  Duty  to  your  majesty,  and  regard  for  the  preservation  of 
ourselves  and  our  posterity,  the  primary  obligations  of  nature 
and  society,  command  us  to  intreat  your  royal  attention  ;  and, 

as 
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°v!I^w  ^  your  majesty  enjoys  the  signal  distinction  of  reigning  over 
f774  freemen,  we  apprehend  the  language  of  freemen  cannot  be  dis- 
pleasing. Your  royal  indignation,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  pfi 
those  designing  and  dangerous  men,  who  daringly  interposing  t 
themselves  between  your  royal  person  and  your  faithful  sub- 
jects, and  for  several  years  past  incessantly  employed  to  dissolve 
the  bonds  of  society,  by  abusing  your  majesty's  authority,  mis- 
representing your  American  subjects,  and  prosecuting  the  most 
desperate  and  irritating  projects  of  oppression,  have  at  length 
compelled  us,  by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries,  too  severe 
to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  disturb  your  majesty's  repose  by 
our  complaints. 

"  These  sentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts  that  much  more 
willingly  would  bleed  in  your  majesty's  service.  Yet  so  greatly 
have  we  been  misrepresented,  that  a  necessity  has  been  alleged 
of  taking  our  property  from  us  without  our  consent,  '  to  defray 
the  charge  of  the  administration  of  justice,  the  support  of  civil 
government,  and  the  defence,  protection,  and  security  of  the 
colonies/' 

After  assuring  his  majesty  of  the  untruth  of  these  allegations, 
they  say,  "  Yielding  to  no  British  subjects  in  affectionate  attach- 
ment to  your  majesty's  person,  family,  and  government,  we 
too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  expressing  that  attachment,  by 
those  proofs  that  are  honourable  to  the  prince  that  receives 
them,  and  to  the  people  who  give  them,  ever  to  resign  it  to 
any  body  of  men  upon  earth. 

We 
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"  We  ask  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.     We  wish  not    C^\J^' 
a  diminution  of  the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  solicit  the  grant  of       J?74 
any  new  right  in  our  favour  ;  your  royal  authority  over  us,  and 
our  connection  with  Great  Britain,  we  shall  always   carefully 
and  zealously  endeavour  to  support  and  maintain." 

After  restating  in  a  very  affecting  manner  the  most  essential 
grievances  of  which  they  complain,  and  professing  that  their 
future  conduct,  if  their  apprehensions  should  be  removed, 
would  prove  them  not  unworthy  the  regard  they  had  been  ac- 
customed, in  their  happier  days,  to  enjoy;  for,  appealing  to 
that  Being  who  searches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  creatures, 
they  solemnly  profess,  that  their  councils  have  been  influenced 
by  no  other  motives  than  a  dread  of  impending  destruction : 
they  add, 

"  Permit  us,  then,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  in  the  name  of 
all  your  faithful  people  in  America,  with  the  utmost  humility  to 
implore  you,  for  the  honour  of  Almighty  God,  whose  pure  reli- 
gion our  enemies  are  undermining ;  for  your  glory,  which  can 
be  advanced  only  by  rendering  your  subjects  happy,  and  keep- 
ing them  united  ;  for  the  interests  of  your  family,  depending  on 
the  principles  which  .enthroned  it;  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
your  kingdom  and  dominioris,  threatened  with  almost  unavoid* 
able  dangers  and  distresses ;  that  your  majesty,  as  the  loving 
father  of  your  whole  people,  connected  by  the  same  bonds  of 
law,  loyalty,  faith,  and  blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  coun- 
tries, will  not  suffer  the  transcendant  relations,  formed  by  these 
ties,  to  be  further  violated,  in  uncertain  expectation  of  effects 

that 
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CH^^'   that,  if  attained,  never  can  compensate  for  the  calamities  through 
1774        which  they  must  be  gained  *." 

The  address  to  their  constituents  is  replete  with  serious  and 
temperate  argument.  In  this  paper,  the  several  causes  which 
had  led  to  the  existing  state  of  things  were  detailed  more  at 
large,  and  much  labour  was  used  thoroughly  to  convince  their 
judgments,  that  their  liberties  must  be  destroyed,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  their  property  and  persons  annihilated,  by  submission  to 
the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain.  Their  greatest  object  being 
to  unite  the  people  of  America,  by  demonstrating  to  them  the 
sincerity  with  which  their  leaders  had  sought  for  reconciliation, 
on  terms  compatible  with  liberty ;  the  conduct  of  the  colonists 
was  contended  to  have  been  uniformly  moderate,  and  entirely 
exempt  from  blame,  while  the  system  of  administration  was 
treated  as  equally  dangerous  to  them  all,  although  it  insidiously 
professed  to  be  particularly  aimed  at  Massachusetts.  They  stated 
the  measures,  and  after  having  declared  their  confidence,  that 
the  mode  of  commercial  resistance,  which  had  been  recom- 
mended, would  prove  efficacious  if  persisted  in  with  fidelity  and 
virtue,  they  concluded  with  saying,  "  Your  own  salvation,  and 
that  of  your  posterity,  now  depends  upon  yourselves.  You 
have  already  shewn  that  you  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  the 
blessings  you  are  striving  to  retain  against  the  temporary  incon- 
venience you  may  suffer  from   a  stoppage  of  trade,  you  will 


*  The  committee,  which  brought  in  this  admirably  well  drawn,  and  truly  con- 
ciliatory address,  were,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  John  Adams,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Henry, 
and  Mr.  Kutledge.  The  original  composition  has  been  generally  attributed  to  Mr. 
I,ee. 

weigh 
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weigh  in  the  opposite  balance,  the  endless  miseries  you  and  c^'/l^*; 
your  descendants  must  endure  from  an  established  arbitrary  1774. 
power ;  you  will  not  forget  the  honour  of  your  country,  that 
must,  from  your  behaviour,  take  its  title,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  world,  to  glory  or  to  shame ;  and  you  will,  with  the  deepest 
attention,  reflect,  that  if  the  peaceable  mode  of  opposition, 
recommended  by  us,  be  broken  and  rendered  ineffectual,  as 
your  cruel  and  haughty  ministerial  enemies,  from  a  contemptious 
opinion  of  your  firmness,  insolently  predict  will  be  the  case, 
you  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  choose  either  a  more  dan- 
gerous contest,  or  a  final,  infamous*  and  ruinous  submission. 

"  Motives  thus  cogent,  arising  from  the  emergency  of  your 
unhappy  condition,  must  excite  your  utmost  diligence  and  zeal 
to  give  all  possible  strength  and  energy  to  the  pacific  measures 
calculated  for  your  relief.  But  we  think  ourselves  bound  in 
duty  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  schemes  agitated  against  these 
colonies  have  been  so  conducted,  as  to  render  it  prudent  that 
you  should  extend  your  views  to  mournful  events,  and  be  in  all 
respects  prepared  for  every  contingency.  Above  all  things,  we 
earnestly  entreat  you,  with  devotion  of  spirit,  penitence  of 
heart,  and  amendment  of  life,  to  humble  yourselves,  and  im- 
plore the  favour  of  Almighty  God ;  and  we  fervently  beseech 
his  divine  goodness  to  take  you  into  his  gracious  protection  *." 

The  letter  to  the  people  of  Canada  required  ,no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  address.     The  vast  extent  of  that  province  was  by 

*  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay,  were  also  the  committee  that  brought 
m  this  address. 

vol.  11.  c  c  no 
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^^J#  no  means  so  alarming  to  them  as  their  neighbours ;  and  it  was 
»774  not  easy  to  persuade  the  French  inhabitants,  who  were  by  far 
the  most  numerous,  that  the  establishment  of  their  religion,  and 
the  partial  restoration  of  their  ancient  jurisprudence,  were  acts 
of  oppression  which  ought  to  be  resisted.  This  delicate  subject 
was  managed  with  considerable  dexterity,  and  the  prejudices  of 
the  Canadians  were  assailed  with  some  success. 

Letters  were  also  addressed  to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's, 
Nova  Scotia,  Georgia,  and  the  Floridas,  inviting  them  to  unite 
with  their  brethren  in  what  was  deemed  the  common  cause  of 
all  British  America  *. 

Having  completed  the  business  before  them,  and  recom- 
mended that  another  Congress  should  be  held  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  loth  day  of  the  succeeding  May,  the  House  dissolved 
itself. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress  were  read  throughout  America 
with  enthusiastic  admiration.  Their  recommendations  were  re- 
vered as  revelations,  and  obeyed  as  laws  of  the  highest  obliga- 
tion. It  is  true,  that  in  some  few  places  disaffection  to  the 
system  of  opposition  prevailed.  Absolute  unanimity  did  not 
and  could  not  be  expected  to  exist.  But  seldom  have  a  whole 
people  been  more  united  on  any  occasion ;  and  a  more  sincere 
and  perfect  conviction,  that  every  principle  of  right  was  ar- 
ranged within  them  to  animate  the  human  bosom,  than  was  now 


*  These  letters,  as  well  as  that  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
were  prepared  by  Mr.  Cushing,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Dickinson. 

felt 
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felt  by  the  great  body  of  Americans.     The  people,  generally,    (^J\^; 
made  great  efforts  to  arm  and  discipline  themselves.    Independ-       x774- 
ent  companies  were  every  where  formed  of  characters  of  the 
greatest  influence,  and  the  whole  face  of  the  country  exhibited 
the  aspect  of  an  approaching  war.    It  however  is  apparent,  from 
the  measures  adopted,  that  although   resistance  by  force  was 
contemplated  as  a  possible  event,  yet  the  hope,   that  the  non- 
importation of  British  goods  would  so  extensively  interest  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  that  nation  in  their  favour,   as 
to  obtain  thereby  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  acts,   was  fondly 
cherished  and  adhered  to.     It  is  impossible,   otherwise,   to  ac- 
count for  the  non-importation  agreement  itself.     Had  war  been 
considered  as  inevitable,   every  principle  of  sound  policy  would 
have  demanded  that  imports  should  have  been  encouraged,  and 
the  large  stock  of  supplies  for  an  army  obtained. 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  contributions  made  through  the 
colonies  for  the  people  of  Boston,  the  total  stoppage  of  the 
trade  of  that  town  produced  infinite  distress.  It  was,  how- 
ever, borne  with  exemplary  fortitude, — a  fortitude  supported 
by  the  consoling  reflection,  that  they  were  the  objects  of  gene- 
ral sympathy  and  admiration.  The  merchants,  and  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  neighbouring  town  of  Marblehead,  one  of  the 
places  to  be  benefited  by  diverting  from  the  capital  the  trade  of 
the  province,  generously  offered  to  the  importers  of  Boston  the 
fiee  use  of  their  stores  and  wharfs,  and  to  attend  the  lading 
and  unlading  their  vessels  without  expence.  They  at  the  same 
time  exhorted  them  to  persevere  with  that  patience  and  resolu- 
tion which  had  ever  characterized  them. 

c  c  2  Soon 
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C^^J^  Soon  after  the  entrance  of  General  Gage  into  his  govern- 
TrooTstirion  ment>  two  regiments  of  foot,  with  a  small  detachment  of  ar- 
ea^ Ecton  tillery  and  some  cannon,  were  landed  at  Boston,  and  encamped 
on  the  common  that  lies  within  the  peninsula  on  which  the 
town  stands.  They  were  gradually  reinforced  by  several 
regiments  from  Ireland,  and  from  different  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent. The  dissatisfaction  occasioned  by  the  appearance  of 
these  troops  was  increased  by  placing  a  guard  on  Boston  neck, 
the  narrow  isthmus  which  connects  the  peninsula  with  the 
continent. 

This  circumstance  gave  rise  to  a  report,  which  manifested 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  the  temper  of  their  neigh- 
bouring brethren.  It  was  said,  that  a  regiment,  stationed  on 
the  neck,  had  totally  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  town 
with  the  country,  in  order  to  starve  it  into  submission.  On 
hearing  this  report,  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  county  of 
Worcester  assembled  in  arms,  and  dispatched  two  messengers 
to  enquire  into  the  fact,  with  assurances  of  immediate  assist* 
ance,  should  it  be  true. 

New  compel.        With  the  laws  relative  to  the  province,  Governor  Gage  re- 

lors  and  judges. 

.  ceived  a  list  of  thirty-two  new  counsellors,  of  whom  twenty- 
four,  a  sufficient  number  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  go- 
vernment, accepted  the  office,  and  entered  on  its  duties. 

All  those,  who  accepted  offices  under  the  new  system, 
were  denounced  as  enemies  to  their  country.  The  new  judges 
were  every  where  prevented  from  proceeding  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.     When  the  court-houses  were  opened,  the 

people 
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people  crowded  into  them  in  such  numbers,  that  the  judges  c^^i 
could  not  obtain  admittance;  and  on  being  ordered   by  the       w*- 
officers  to  make  way  for  the  court,  they  answered,  that  they 
knew  no  court  independent  of  the  ancient  laws  and  usages  of 
their   country,  and  to  none   other  would  they  submit.     The 
houses  of  such  of  the  new  counsellors,   as  were  in  the  country, 
were  surrounded  by  great  bodies  of  people,  whose  threatening 
countenances  and  expressions  announced  to  them,  that  they 
must  resign  their  offices,  or  be  subjected  to  the  fury  of  an  en-  °b£*edtore- 
raged  populace.     The  former  part  of  the  alternative  was  gene- 
rally embraced. 

In  the  present  irritable  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  critical  JkSSrfT* 
situation  of  public  affairs,  it  was  almost  unavoidable,  that 
every  day  should  furnish  new  matter  of  discontent  and  jea- 
lousy. General  Gage  deemed  it  necessary,  for  the  security  of 
the  troops,  to  fortify  Boston  neck ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this 
circumstance,  it  was  seriously  contemplated  entirely  to  evacu- 
ate the  town,  and  remove  the  people  into  the  country.  Con- 
gress was  consulted  on  this  proposition,  and  having  taken  it  into 
consideration,  were  deterred  by  the  difficulties  attending  the 
measure,  from  recommending  it.  They  however  referred  it  to 
the  provincial  Congress,  and  declared  the  opinion,  that,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  the  expence  of  the  removal  ought 
to  be  borne  by  all  the  colonies. 

This  circumstance  was  soon  succeeded  by  another  which  ex-  Military  stores 
cited  still  greater  alarm.     The  time  for  the  general  muster  of  the  w^cSge.*" 
militia  approached ;   and  the  Governor,  either  feeling,  or  affect- 
ing to  feel,  apprehensions  from  their  violence,  seized  upon  the 

ammunition 
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chap.  in.    ammunition  and  stores,  which  were  lodged  in  the  provincial  arse- 

1774.       nal  at  Cambridge,  and  had  them  transported  to  Boston.    He  also 

seized  on  the  powder  in  the  magazines  at  Charlestown  and  some 

other  places,   which  was  partly  private,   and  partly  provincial 

property. 

The  ferment  excited  by  this  measure  may  readily  be  conceived. 
The  people  assembled  in  great  numbers,  and  were  with  difficulty 
dissuaded  by  some  characters  of  consideration  and  influence  from 
marching  immediately  to  Boston,  and  demanding  a  re-delivery 
of  the  stores.  Not  long  afterwards  the  fort  at  Portsmouth  in 
New  Hampshire  was  attacked  by  an  armed  body  of  provincials, 
and  carried  by  storm ;  and  the  powder  it  contained  transported 
in  boats  to  a  place  of  safety.  A  similar  measure  was  adopted  in 
Rhode  Island.  These  acts  of  violence  are  probably  attributable, 
in  some  degree,  to  the  example  set  by  General  Gage,  and 
partly,  to  the  royal  proclamation  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  to  the  colonies. 

About  the  same  time,  a  report  reached  Connecticut  that  the 
ships  and  troops  had  attacked  the  town  of  Boston,  and  were 
actually  firing  on  it.  Several  thousand  men  immediately  as- 
sembled in  arms,  and  marched  with  great  expedition  a  consider- 
able distance,  before  they  were  undeceived  respecting  the  truth 
of  the  report. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  ferments,  and  while  these  indi- 
cations were  multiplying  on  every  side,  that  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  was  daily  looked  for,  that  the  people  of  Suffolk, 
the  county  in  which  Boston  stands,  assembled  in  convention,  and 

passed 
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the  resolves  already  mentioned,  which  in  boldness  exceed  any  that    chap.  in. 
had  been  heretofore  adopted.  ^m^ 

-Governor  Gage  had,  before  the  general  ferment  had  arisen  to 
its  present  alarming  height,  issued  writs  for  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  a  general  assembly,  to  meet  in  the  beginning  of  October. 
He  had  afterwards,  by  proclamation,  countermanded  these  writs; 
but  the  proclamation  was  unattended  to.  The  elections  were 
held  without  regarding  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
delegates,  thus  elected,  assembled  and  voted  themselves  a  pro- 
vincial Congress.  The  affairs  of  the  colony  were  conducted  by 
them,  as  if  they  had  been  regularly  and  legitimately  invested 
with  all  the  powers  of  government ;  and  their  recommendations 
were  regarded  as  the  most  sacred  laws. 

They  drew  up  a  plan  for  the  defence  of  the  province  ;    pro-  Proration  for 
vided  magazines,  ammunition,  and  stores,  for  twelve  thousand  Mehowt*. 
militia ;   and  enrolled  a  number  of  minute  men,  so  called  from 
their  engaging  to  appear  in  arms  ac  a  minute's  warning. 

On  the  approach  of  winter,  the  General  had  ordered  tempo- 
rary barracks  to  be  erected  for  the  troops,  partly  for  their  secu- 
rity, and  partly  to  prevent  the  disorders  which,  in  the  present, 
temper  of  parties,  would  unavoidably  have  resulted  from  quar- 
tering them  in  the  town.  "  Such  however  was  the  detestation  in 
which  they  were  held,  and  the  dislike  to  see  them  provided  for 
in  any  manner,  that  the  select  men  and  committees  obliged  the 
workmen  to  quit  the  employment,  although  they  were  paid 
for  their  labour  by  the  Crown,  and  although  employment  was 
at  that  time  with  difficulty  obtained.  He  was  not  much  more 
successful  in  his  endeavours  to  engage  carpenters  in  New  York, 

and 
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Cv!^v^"    an(*  ^  was  W^  considerable  difficulty  that  these  temporary  lodg- 
«774-       ments  were  erected. 

The  agency  for  purchasing  winter  covering  for  the  troops  was 
offered  to  almost  every  merchant  in  New  York,  but  such  was 
the  danger  of  engaging  in  so  obnoxious  an  employment,  that 
not  only  those  who  were  sincerely  attached  to  the  resistance 
now  made  by  America  to  the  views  of  administration,  but  those 
also,  who  were  in  secret  friendly  to  those  views,  refused  un- 
dertaking it,  and  declared  "  that  they  never  would  supply  any 
article  for  the  benefit  of  men,  who  were  sent  as  enemies  to  their 
country." 

King's  speech        In  Great  Britain,  a  new  Parliament  was  assembled,   and  the 

in  PvliuDCoL 

King  in  his  opening  speech  informed  them,  "  that  a  most  dar- 
ing spirit  of  resistance  and  disobedience  still  prevailed  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  had  broken  forth  in  fresh  violences  of  a  very  cri- 
minal nature;  that  the  most  proper  and  effectual  measures  had 
been  taken  to  prevent  these  mischiefs ;  and  that  they  might  de- 
pend upon  a  firm  resolution,  to  withstand  every  attempt  to 
weaken  or  impair  the  supreme  authority  of  the  legislature  over 
all  the  dominions  of  the  crown." 

proceedings  of  The  addresses  proposed  re-echoed  the  sentiments  of  the 
speech,  and  amendments  offered  were  rejected  in  both  Houses 
by  very  great  majorities  *.  Yet  the  business  respecting  America 
was  not  promptly  entered  into.  The  administration  seems  to 
have  hesitated  on  the  course  to  be  adopted,  and  the  cabinet  is 
said  to  have  been  divided  respecting  future  measures.     The  few 


*  Belsham. 
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'friends   of  conciliation  availed   themselves   of  .this   delay,   to    chap,  hl 
bring   forward  propositions,    which  might  restore  harmony  to       ,774, 
the  different  parts   of  the  empire.     Lord  Chatham  was  not  yet 
dead.     "  This  splendid  orb"   to  use  the  bold  metaphor  of  Mr. 
Burke,    "  had  not  yet  set  for  ever.     The   western   horizon  yet 
blazed  with  his  descending  glory,"   and  he  determined  to  em- 
ploy the  few  remaining  moments   of  his   life  in  the  service  of 
his  country.     Taking  a  prophetic  view  of  the  future  course  of 
events,   he  demonstrated  the  impossibility  of  subjugating  Ame- 
rica,  and  urged  with  all  the  powers  of  his  vast  mind,  the  im- 
mediate  removal   of  the  troops  from  Boston,  as  a  measure  in- 
dispensably necessary,   in  order  to  open  the  way  for  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  present  differences  with  the  colonies.     Not  dis- 
couraged by  the  great  majority  by  which  this  motion  was  nega- 
tived, he  brought  forward  a  bill  for  settling  the  troubles  in  Pebnitiy. 
America,  which  was  also  rejected  by  sixty  one  to  thirty  two 
voices. 

The  day  after  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  Lord  North  moved 
in  the  House  of  Commons  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  in  which 
it  wfls  declared,  that  from  a  serious  consideration  of  the  American 
papers,  "  they  find  that  a  rebellion  actually  exists  in  the  province 
of  Massachusetts'  Bay."  In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  this 
address,  several  professional  gentlemen  spoke  with  the  utmost 
contempt*  of  the  military  character  of  the  Americans ;   and 

General 


•  Mr.  Gordon,  represents  the  military  gentlemen  to  have  said,  when  speaking 
of  the  Americans ;  4<  they  are  neither  soldiers,  nor  ever  can  be  made  so,  being  na- 
turally of  a  pusillanimous  disposition,  and  utterly  incapable  of  any  sort  of  order  or 
discipline;  and  by  their  laziness,  uncleanliness,  and  radical  defect  of  constitution* 

VOJU  II.  D  d  they 
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chap.  in.  General  Grant,  who  ought  to  have  known  better,  declared  that 
i774.  "  at  the  head  of  five  regiments  of  infantry,  he  would  under- 
take to  traverse  the  whole  country,  and  drive  the  inhabitants 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other."  The  address  pro- 
posed was  carried  by  two  hundred  and  eighty  eight,  to  one  hun- 
dred and  six  ;  and,  on  a  conference,  the  House  of  Lords  agreed 
to  join  in  it.  Lord  North  soon  after  moved  a  bill  for  restraining 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  New  England  provinces,  and 
prohibiting  them  from  carrying  on  the  fisheries  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland 

While  this  bill  was  depending,  and  only  vengeance  was 
breathed  by  the  supporters  of  the  present  system,  his  lordship, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  house,  suddenly  moved,  what  he 
termed,  his  conciliatory  proposition*.     Its  amount  was,  that 

Parliament 


they  are  disabled  from  going  through  the  service  of  a  campaign ;  but  will  melt  away 
with  sickness,  before  they  can  face  an  enemy ; — so  that  a  slight  force  will  ba  more 
than  sufficient  for  their  complete  reduction." 

*  This  resolution  proposed,  "  That  when  the  Governor,  council,  and  assembly, 
or  general  court  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  provinces,  or  colonies  in  America,  shall 
propose  to  make  provision,  according  to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  situation 
of  such  province  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  de- 
fence (such  proportion  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  the  general  court,  or 
genera]  assembly,  of  such  province  or  colony,  and  disposable  by  Parliament)  and 
shall  engage  to  make  provision  also,  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government,  and 
the  administration  of  justice  in  such  province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  such 
proposal  should  be  approved  by  his  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
for  so  long  as  such  provision  should  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in  respect  of 
such  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duties,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  to  impose  any 
further  duty,  tax,  or  assessment ;  except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to 

continue 
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Parliament  would  forbear  to  tax  any  colony,  which  should  tax  chap.  in. 

itself  in  such  a  sum,  as  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory.     Far  ,774. 

short, 


continue  to  levy  or  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  the  commerce,  the  neat  pro- 
duce of  the  duties  last-mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  such  province, 
colony,  or  plantation,  respectively." 

This  resolution  was  communicated  to  Congress,  on  the  thirtieth  of  May,  in  the 
following  manner ; — "  A  member  informed  the  Congress  that  a  gentleman  just 
arrived  from  London,  had  brought  with  him  a  paper,  which  he  says,  he  received 
from  Lord  North,  and  which  was  written  at  the  desire  of  his  lordship,  by  Mr.  Grey 
Cooper,  under  secretary  to  the  treasury,  and  as  the  gentleman  understood  it  to  be 
his  lordship's  desire  that  it  should  be  communicated  to  the  Congress,  for  that  pur- 
pose he  had  put  it  into  his  hands. '  The  member  farther  observed,  that  he  had 
shewn  the  paper  to  a  member  near  him,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  hand 
writing  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  he  verily  believes  the  paper  was  written  by  Mr. 
Cooper.    The  paper  being  read  is  as  follows  : 

u  That  it  is  earnestly  hoped  by  all  the  real  friends  of  the  Americans,  that  the 
terms  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  will  be  accepted  by 
all  the  colonies,  who  have  the  least  affection  for  their  king  and  country,  or  a  just 
tense  of  their  own  interest.  That  these  terms  are  honourable  for  Great  Britain,  and 
safe  for  the  colonies.  That  if  the  colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faction,  these  terms 
will  remove  every  grievance  relative  to  taxation,  and  be  the  basis  of  a  compact  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  the  mother  country. 

That  the  people  in  America  ought,  on  every  consideration,  to  be  satisfied  with 
them,  that  no  further  relaxation  can  be  admitted. 

The  temper  and  spirit  of  the  nation  was  so  much  against  concessions,  that  if  it 
were  the  intention  of  the  administration,  they  could  not  carry  the  question. 

But  administration  have  no  such  intention,  as  they  are  fully  and  firmly  persuaded, 
that  further  concessions  would  be  injurious  to  the  colonies  as  well  as  to  Great 
Britain. 

That  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  a  change  of  administration. 

That  they  are  perfectly  united  in  opinion,  and  determined  to  pursue  the  most 
tfieetual  measures,  and  to  use  the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom,  if  it  be  found  neces- 
sary, to  reduce  the  rebellious  and  refractory  provinces  and  colonies. 

D   d   2  There 
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chap.  iit.   short,  as  was  the  proposition,  of  the  demands  of  America,  and 
1774.      apparent  a$  it  must  have  been  that  it  could  not  be  accepted ;  it 

was 


There  is  so  great  a  spirit  in  the  nation  against  the  Congress,  that  the  people  will 
bear  the  temporary  distresses  of  a  stoppage  of  the  American  trade. 

They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true." 

This  paper  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  resolution  which  had  been 
referred  to  Congress  by  the  legislatures  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia, 
was  not  acted  on  till  the  last  of  July,  some  time  after  hostilities  had  commenced, 
when  it  was  resolved,  u  That  the  colonies  of  America  are  entitled  to  the  sole  and 
exclusive  privilege  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money.  That  this  involves  a 
right  of  deliberating  whether  they  will  make  any  gift,  for  what  purposes  it  shall  be 
made,  and  what  shall  be  its  amount ;  and  that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  this  privilege 
for  any  body  of  men,  extraneous  to  their  constitutions,  to  proscribe  the  purposes  for 
which  money  shall  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  themselves  the  authority  of  judg- 
ing of  their  conditions,  circumstances,  and  situations,  and  of  determining  the 
amount  of  the  contribution  to  be  levied. 

That  as  the  colonies  possess  a  right  of  appropriating  their  gifts,  so  are  they  en- 
titled at  all  times,  to  enquire  into  their  application,  to  see  that  they  be  not  wasted 
among  the  venal  and  corrupt  for  the  purpose  of  undermining  the  civil  rights  of  the 
givers ;  nor  yet  be  diverted  to  the  support  of  standing  armies,  inconsistent  with 
their  freedom,  and  subversive  of  their  quiet.  To  propose,  therefore,  as  this  reso- 
lution does,  that  the  monies  given  by  the  colonies  shall  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of 
Parliament  alone,  is  to  propose  that  they  shall  relinquish  this  right  of  enquiry,  and 
put  it  in  the  power  of  others  to  render  their  gifts  ruinous,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
liberal. 

That  this  privilege  of  giving  or  withholding  ouj  monies,  is  an  important  barrier 
against  the  undue  exertion  of  prerogative,  which,  if  left  altogether  without  control, 
may  be  exercised  to  our  great  oppression  ;  and  all  history  shews  how  efficacious  it 
its  intercession  for  redress  of  grievances,  and  re-establishment  of  rights,  and  how 
improvident  it  would  be  to  part  with  so  powerful  a  mediator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  proposition  contained  in  this  resolution  is  unreason- 
able and  invidious  ;  unreasonable,  because,  if  we  declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  de- 
clare without  reservation,  we  will  purchase  the  favour  of  Parliament,  not  knowing 

at 
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was  received  with  indignation  by  the  majority  of  the  house,  and  chap  ui. 

the  administration  found  it  necessary,  so  to  explain  the  measure  1774. 

as 


at  the  same  time  at  what  price  they  will  be  pleased  to  estimate  their  favor ;  it  is  invi- 
dious, because,  individual  colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  again,  till  they  find  the 
avidity  of  the.  seller  too  great  for  all  their  power  to  satisfy ;  are  then  to  return  into 
opposition,  divided  from  their  sister  colonies,  whom  the  minister  will  have  previ- 
t  ously  detached  by  a  grant  of  easier  terms,  or  by  an  artful  procrastination  of  a  defini- 
tive answer. 

That  the  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  their  pretended  power  of  taxation,  being 
expressly  made  c  )mmensurate  with  the  continuance  of  our  gifts,  these  must  be 
perpehial  to  make  that  so.  Whereas  no  experience  has  shewn  that  a  gift  of  perpe- 
tual rewiue  secures  a  perpetual  return  of  duty  or  of  kind  disposition.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Parliament  itself,  wisely  attentive  to  this  observation,  are  in  the  esta- 
blished practice  of  granting  their  supplies  from  year  to  year  only. 

Desirous,  and  determined  as  we  are,  to  consider,  in  the  most  dispassionate  view, 
every  seeming  advance  towards  a  reconciliation  made  by  the  British  Parliament,  let 
our  brethren  of  Britain  reflect  what  would  have  been  the  sacrifice  to  men  of  free 
spirits,  had  even  fair  terms  been  proffered,  as  these  insidious  proposals  were,  with 
circumstances  of  insult  and  defiance.,  A  proposition  to  give  our  money,  accompa- 
nied with  large  fleets  and  armies,  seems  addressed  to  our  fears  rather  than  to  our 
freedom.  With  what  patience  would  Britons  have  received  articles  of  treaty  from 
any  power  on  earth  when  borne  on  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  military  plenipoten- 
tiaries ? 

We  think  the  attempt  unnecessary  to  raise  upon  us  by  force  or  by  threats,  our 
proportional  contributions  to  the  common  defence,  when  all  know,  and  themselves 
acknowledge,  we  have  fully  contributed,  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so  in  the  cha- 
racter of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  just  that  the  colonies  should  be  required  to  oblige 
themselves  to  other  contributions,  while  Great  Britain  possesses  a  monopoly  of  their 
trade.  This  of  itself  lays  them  under  heavy  contributions.  To  demand,  therefore, 
additional  aids,  in  the  form  of  a  tax,  is  to  demand  the  double  of  their  equal  propor- 
tion. If  we  are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  other  parts  of  the  empire,  let  us 
equally  with  them,  enjoy  free  commerce  with  the  whole  world.  But  while  the  re- 
strictions 
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chap.  in.    as  to  shew  that  it  was  in  maintenance  of  their  right  to  tax  the 
1774*       colonies.     Before  it  could  be  adopted,  Lord  North  condescended 

to 


strictions  on  our  trade  shut  to  us  the  resources  of  wealth,  is  it  just  we  should  bear 
all  other  burthens,  equally  with  those  to  whom  every  resource  is  open  ? 

We  conceive  that  the  British  Parliament  has  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  our 
provisions  for  the  support  of  civil  government,  or  administration  of  justice.  The 
provisions  we  have  made  are  such  as  please  ourselves,  and  are  agreeable  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. They  answer  the  substantial  purposes  of  government  and  of  justice, 
and  other  purposes  than  these  should  not  be  answered.  We  do  not  mean  that  our 
people  shall  be  burthened  with  oppressive  taxes,  to  provide  sinecures  for  the  idle  or 
the  wicked,  under  the  colour  of  providing  for  a  civil  list.  While  Parliament  pur- 
sue their  plan  of  civil  government  within  their  own  jurisdiction,  we  also  hope  to 
pursue  ours  without  molestation. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  proposition  is  altogether  unsatisfactory  ;  because  it  im- 
•  ports  only  a  suspension  of  the  mode,  not  a  renunciation  of  the  pretended  right  to 
tax  us.  Because  too,  it  does  not  propose  to  repeal  the  several  acts  of  Parliament, 
passed  for  the  purposes  of  restraining  the  trade,  and  altering  the  form  of  government 
of  one  of  our  colonies  ;  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the  government  of 
Quebec  ;  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty  ; . 
taking  from  us  the  rights  of  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  in  cases  affecting 
both  life  and  property  ;  transporting  us  into  other  countries  to  be  tried  for  criminal 
offences  ;  exempting  by  mock  trial,  the  murderers  of  colonists  from  punishment ; 
and  quartering  soldiers  upon  us  in  times  of  profound  peace.  Nor  do  they  renounce 
the  power  of  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  of  legislating  for  us  themselves, 
in  all  cases  whatsoever.  On  the  contrary,  to  shew  they  mean  no  discontinuance  of 
injury,  they  pass  acts,  at  the  very  time  of  holding  out  this  proposition,  for  restrain- 
ing the  commerce  and  fisheries  of  the  province  of  New  England,  and  for  inter- 
dicting the  trade  of  other  colonies  with  all  foreign  nations,  and  with  each  other. 
This  proves  unequivocally  they  mean  not  to  relinquish  the  exercise  of  indiscriminate 
legislation  over  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  proposition  seems  to  have  been  held  up  to  the  world,  to 
deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothing  in  dispute  between  us,  but  the  mode  of 
levying  taxes,   and  that  the  Parliament  having  now  been  so  good  as  to  give  up  this, 

the 
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to  make  the  dangerous,  and  not  very  reputable  acknowledgment    chap.  hi. 
that  it  was  a  proposition  designed  to  divide  America,  while  it       177* 
united  Great  Britain  f .     It  was  transmitted  to  the  Governors  of 

the 


the  colonists  are  unreasonable,  if  not  perfectly  satisfied  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  our  ad- 
versaries still  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libitum^  and  of  taxing  us  them- 
selves to  the  full  amount  of  their  demand,  if  we  do  not  comply  with  it.  This 
leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  property.  But,  what  is  of  more  import- 
ance, and  what  in  this  proposal  they  keep  out  of  sight,  as  if  no  such  point  was 
now  in  contest  between  us,  they  claim  a  right  to  alter  our  charters,  and  establish 
laws,  and  leave  us  without  any  security  for  our  lives  or  liberties.  The  proposition 
seems  also  to  have  been  calculated  more  particularly  to  lull  into  fatal  security  our 
veil  affected  fellow  subjects  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  till  time  should  be  given 
for  the  operation  of  those  arms,  which,  a  British  minister  pronounced,  would  in- 
stantaneously reduce  the  u  cowardly,"  sons  of  America  to  unreserved  submission. 
But  when  the  world  reflects,  how  inadequate  to  justice,  are  these  vaunted  terms  ; 
when  it  attends  to  the  rapid  and  bold  succession  of  injuries  which,  during  a  course 
of  eleven-years,  have  been  aimed  at  these  colonies  ;  when  it  reviews  the  pacific  and 
respectful  expostulations,  which,  during  that  whole  time,  were  the  sole  arms  we 
opposed  to  them  ;  when  it  observes  that  our  complaints  were  either  not  heard  at  all, 
or  were  answered  with  new  and  accumulated  injuries  ;  when  it  recollects  that  the 
minister  himself,  on  an  early  occasion,  declared  "  that  he  would  never  treat  with 
America,  till  he  had  brought  her  to  his  feet,"  and  that  an  avowed  partizan  of  mi- 
nistry has  more  lately  announced  against  us  the  dreadful  sentence,  "  delenda  est 
Carthago"  ;  that  this  was  done  in  presence  of  a  British  senate,  and  being  unre- 
proved  by  them,  must  be  taken  to  be  their  own  sentiment,  (especially  as  the  pur- 
pose has  already  in  part  been  carried  into  execution,  by  their  treatment  of  Boston, 
and  burning  of  Charleston  ;)  when  it  considers  the  great  armaments  with  which 
they  have  invaded  us,  and  the  circumstances  of  cruelty  with  which  they  have 
commenced  and  prosecuted  hostilities  :  when  these  things,  we  say,  are  laid  toge- 
ther and  attentively  considered,  can  the  world  be  deceived  into  an  opinion  thxt  we 
are  unreasonable,  or  can  it  hesitate  to  believe  with  us,  that  nothing  but  oar  own 
exertions  may  defeat  the  ministerial  sentence  of  death  or  abject  submission/9 
f  In  the  speech  introducing  this  resolution,  the  minister  said,  "if  their  opposition 

be 
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chap.  hi.  the  several  colonies  in  a  circular  letter,  from  Lord  Dartmouth, 
1774^  with  directions  to  use  their  utmost  influence  to  procure  its  adop- 
tion. These  endeavours,  however,  were  no  where  successful. 
The  colonists  were  universally  impressed  with  too  strong  a  con- 
viction of  the  importance  of  union,  and  now  understood  too 
well  the  real  principle  of  the  contest,  to  permit  themselves  to 
be  divided  or  deceived  by  this  proposition,  which  was  concilia- 
tory only  in  name.  After  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  restraining 
the  trade  of  New  England,  information  was  received  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  middle  and  southern  colonies  were  supporting 
their  northern  brethren  in  every  measure  of  opposition.  In  ^con- 
sequence of  this  intelligence,  a  second  bill  was  brought  in  for 
imposing  similar  restrictions  on  the  colonies  of  East  and  West 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and 
the  counties  on  the  Delaware,  which  was  passed  without  much 
opposition.  The  favourite  colonies  of  New  York  and  North 
•  Carolina,  were  thought  less  disaffected  than  the  others,  and  were 
not  included  in  this  bill.  Fortunately,  some  time  afterwards,  the 
House  of  Commons  refused  to  hear  a  petition  offered  by  $fr. 
Burke,  from  the  legislature  of  New  York,  which  alone  had  de- 


be  only  founded  on  the  principles  which  they  pretend,  they  must  agree  with  this 
proposition,  but  if  they  have  designs  in  contemplation  different  from  those  they 
avow,  their  refusal  will  convict  them  of  duplicity."  He  farther  declared,  "  that 
he  did  not  expect  his  proposition  to  be  generally  relished  by  the  Americans.  Bat 
said  he,  "  if  it  does  no  good  in  the  colonies,  it  will  do  good  here ;  it  will  unite  the 
people  of  England,  by  holding  out  to  thein  a  distinct  object  of  revenue."  Ht 
added  furtlier,  "  as  it  tends  to  unite  England,  it  is  likely  to  disunite  America,  for 
if  only  one  province  accept  the  offer,  their  confederacy,  which  alone  makes  them 
formidable,  will  be  broken."    Ramsay,  vol.  i.  p.  163. 

dined 
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clined  according  to  the  resolutions  of  the  general  congress,  be-  chap.  hi. 
cause,  as  was  suggested  by  the  minister,  it  contained  claims  i774. 
incompatible  with  the  supremacy  of  Parliament.  This  haughty 
rejection  had  some  tendency  to  convince  those  of  that  province, 
who  cherished  the  hope  of  producing  accommodation  by  milder 
measures  than  had  been  adopted  by  their  sister  colonies,  that 
there  was  no  medium  between  resistance  and  absolute  sub- 
mission. 

Notwithstanding  the  ill  success  which  had  heretofore  attended 
the  efforts  of  the  minority,  a  series  of  resolutions  was  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Burke,  enforced  by  a  most  able  and  eloquent 
speech,  the  object  of  which  was  to  restore  the  ancient  state  of 
things  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies ;  but  these 
resolutions  experienced  the  same  fate  which  had  attended  all  other 
truly  conciliatory  propositions* 

The  King's  speech,  and  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  served 
only  to  convince  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  in  America,  that 
they  must  indeed  prepare  to  meet  "  mournful  events."  They 
had  flattered  themselves  that  the  union  of  the  colonies,  the  peti- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  King,  and  the  address  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  would  have  produced  some  happy  effects;  but  the 
measures  now  adopted,  in  a  great  measure,  removed  the  delu- 
sion. The  new  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  published 
a  resolution,  informing  the  people,  that  from  the  disposition  ma- 
nifested by  the  British  Parliament  and  ministry,  there  was  real 
cause  to  fear,  that  the  reasonable  and  just  applications  of  that  Con- 
tinent to  Great  Britain  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  would  not 
meet  with  a  favourable  reception ;  that  on  the  contrary,  from 

vol.  ii.  e  e  the 
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chap.  in.  the  large  reinforcements  of  troops  expected  in  that  colony,  the 
^^^    tenor  of  intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  and  general  appearances, 

they  had  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  sudden  destruction  of  that 

colony  in  particular  was  intended. 

They  urged  therefore,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  militia  in 
general,  and  the  minute  men  in  particular,  to  spare  neither 
time,  pains,  nor  expence,  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  to  per- 
fect themselves  in  military  discipline.  They  also  passed  resolu- 
tions for  procuring  and  making  fire-arms  and  bayonets. 

In  the  mean  time,  delegates  for  the  ensuing  Congress  were 
chosen,  even  in  New  York,  where  the  influence  of  the  admini- 
stration in  the  legislature,  had  been  sufficient  to  prevent  an  adop- 
tion of  the  recommendations  of  the  former  Congress,  and  where 
the  people  were  much  divided,  a  convention  was  chosen  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  electing  members,  who  should  represent  that 
^province  in  the  grand  council  of  the  colonies. 

In  New  England,  although  a  determination  not  to  commence 
liostility  appears  to  have  been  maintained,  an  expectation  of  it, 
and  a  settled  purpose  to  repel  it,  universally  prevailed. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  firmness  of  this  resolution  was  put 
to  the  test. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  military  stores  had  been  collected 
at  the  town  of  Concord,  about  eighteen  miles  fronx  Boston, 
which  General  Gage  proposed  to  destroy.    On  the  night  preced- 
ing 
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ing  the  19th  of  April,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  and  Major  chap.  hi. 
Fitcairn,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  army,  \^ 
amounting  to  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  were  detached  on  this 
service.  Notwithstanding  the  secrecy  and  dispatch  which  were 
used,  and  although  some  officers  on  horseback  had,  before  the 
marching  of  the  detachment,  scoured  the  roads,  and  secured 
such  people  as  they  fell  in  with,  the  country  was  alarmed  by 
messengers  sent  out  by  Doctor  Warren,  some  of  whom  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  the  patrols;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the  British 
troops  at  Lexington,  about  five  in  the  morning,  part  of  the 
company  of  .militia  belonging  to  that  town,  amounting  to  about 
seventy  men,   were  found  on  the  parade  under  arms. 

Major  Pitcairn,  who  led  the  van,  gallopped  up,  calling  out  Battue  ui. 
a  disperse  rebels;  throw  down  your  arms,  and  disperse."     The  U*BD" 
Soldiers  at  the  same  time  ran  up  huzzaing;  some  scattered  guns 
were  fired  first,  which  were  immediately  followed  by  a  general 
discharge,   and  the  firing  was  continued  so  long  as  any  of  the 
militia    appeared.      Eight    men     were    killed    and    several 
Wounded. 
* 

The  detachment  then  proceeded  to  Concord,  the  commanding 

officer  having  previously  dispatched  six  companies  of  light  in- 
fantry to  possess  two  bridges  which  lay  at  some  distance  beyond 
the  town ;  while  the  main  body  of  the  detachment  was  em- 
ployed in  destroying  the  stores  in  Concord,  some  minute  men 
and  militia,  who  were  collected  from  that  place  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, having  orders  not  to  give  the  first  fire,  approached 
one  of  the  bridges,  as  if  to  pass  it  in  the  character  of  common 
travellers.  They  were  fired  on  and  two  men  killed.  The  fire 
was  immediately  returned,  and  a  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  the 
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regulars  were  worsted,  and  compelled  to  retreat  with  some 
,7'*  loss.  The  country  was  now  generally  alarmed,  and  the  people 
rushed  from  every  quarter  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  King's 
troops  were  attacked  on  all  sides.  Skirmish  after  skirmish  en- 
sued, and  they  were  driven  from  post  to  post  into  Lex- 
ington. 

Fortunately  for  the  British,   General  Gage  did  not  entertain 
precisely  the  same   opinion  of  the   military  character  of  the 
Americans,  which  had  been  expressed  by  general   Grant  and 
other  officers  in  the  House  of  Commons.     Apprehending  the 
expedition  to  be  not  entirely  without  hazard,   he  had,   in  the, 
morning,  detached  Lord  Percy  with  sixteen  companies  of  foot, 
a  corps  of  marines,   and  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  support 
Lieutenant    Colonel    Smith.      This   seasonable    reinforcement 
reached  Lexington  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  retreat- 
ing party,  and  with  their  field  pieces,  kept  the  provincials  at  a 
distance,  and  gave  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  time  to 
breathe.     But  as  soon  as  they  recommenced  their  march,  the 
attack  was  recommenced  also,   and  an  irregular,  but  very  gall- 
ing fire  was  kept  up  on  either  flank,  as  well  as  io  front  and 
rear,  from  the  stone  fences  which  abound  in  that  quarter,  till 
they  arrived  about  sunset  on  the  common  of  Charlestown. 
From  thence,  they  immediately  passed  over  the  neck  to  Bunk- 
er s  Hill,  where  they  remained  secure  for  the  night,   under  the 
protection  of  their  ships  of  war,  and  early  next  morning  cross- 
ed over  Charlestown  ferry  to  Boston 

In  this  action  the  loss  of  the  British  in  killed,   wounded,  and 
prisoners,  was  two  hundred  and  seventy  three,  while  that  of 

the 
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the  provincials  did  not  exceed  ninety.  However  trivial  this  c.iap.  m. 
affair  may  have  been  in  itself,  it  w?is,  in  its  consequences,  of  the  ^^ 
Utmost  importance.  It  was  the  commencement  of  a  long  and 
obstinate  war,  and  it  had  no  inconsiderable  influence  on  that 
war,  by  increasing  the  confidence  which  the  Americans  felt  in 
themselves,  and  encouraging  opposition  by  the  hope  of  its  being 
successful.  It  supported  the  opinion  which  had  been  taken  up 
with  some  degree  of  doubt,  that  courage  and  patriotism  were 
ample  substitutes  for  any  deficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  tactics, 
and  that  their  skill  as  marksmen  gave  them  a  great  superiority 
over  their  adversaries. 


Although  the  previous  state  of  things  had  been  such,  as  plainly 
rendered  the  commencement  of  hostilities  unavoidable,  each 
party  seemed  anxious  to  throw  the  blame  on  its  opponent.     The 
British  officers  alleged  that  they  were  fired  on  from  a  stone-wall, 
before  they  attacked  the  militia  company  at  Lexington ;  while, 
on  the  part  of  the  Americans  numerous  depositions  were  taken, 
all  proving  that,    both    at  Lexington    and  the   bridge  near 
Concord,  the  first  fire  was  received  by  them.      The  statements 
made  by  the  Americans  are  rendered  probable,  not  only  by  the 
testimony  which  supports  them,  but  by  other  circumstanced. 
The  company  of  militia  at  Lexington  did  not  exceed  in  numbers, 
cne  ninth  of  the  enemy,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  conceived  that, 
in  the  perilous  situation  in  which  they  were  placed,  their  friends 
^would  have  provoked  their  fate  by  commencing  a  fire  on  an  en- 
raged soldiery.     It  is  also  a  circumstance  of  no  inconsiderable 
freight  that  the  Americans  had  uniformly  sought  to  cover  their 
proceedings  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  even  after  the  aflkir 
at  Lexington,  they  had,  at  the  bridge  beyond  Concord,  made  a 

point 
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chap.  in.    point  of  receiving  the  first  fire.     It  is  probable  that  the  orden 
'77+       given  by  General  Gage,  prohibited  the  detachment,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Smith,   from  attacking  the  provincials,  unless 
previously  assaulted  by  them  ;  but  it  seems  almost  certain,  that 
stich  orders,  if  given,   were  disobeyed. 

The  provincial  Congress,  desirous  of  manifesting  the  neces- 
sity under  which  the  militia  had  acted,  transmitted  to  their 
agents,  the  depositions  which  had  been  taken  relative  to  the  late 
action,  with  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  stating 
that  hostilities  had  been  commenced  against  them,  and  detailing 
the  circumstances  which  had  attended  that  event. 

But  they  did  not  confine  themselves  to  addresses.  They  im- 
mediately passed  a  vote  for  raising  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred 
men  in  M assachussetts  to  be  commanded  by  General  Ward ;  and 
for  calling  on  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut, 
for  their  respective  qyotas  of  troops,  so  as  to  complete  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  men  for  the  common  defence.  They  also 
authorized  the  Receiver  General  to  borrow  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  on  the  credit  of  the  colony,  and  to  issue  securities  for 
the  repayment  thereof  with  an  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

The  neighbouring  colonies  hastened  to  furnish  the  men  requir- 
ed of  them,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  such  numbers  voluntarily 
assembled,  that  many  were  dismissed  in  consequence  of  a  defect 
of  means  to  subsist  them  in  the  field.  The  kings  troops  were 
now  themselves,  closely  blocked  up  in  the  peninsula  of  Boston, 
and  their  communication  with  the  country  entirely  cut  off. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  peo- 
ple 
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£le  of  the  city  and  province  of  New  York,  appeared  to  hesitate  chap,  iil 
no  longer.  The  general  spirit  of  the  colonies  obtained,  there  1774. 
also,  the  ascendancy  ;  yet  the  royal  party  remained  very  formi- 
dable, mnd  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  march  a  body  of  Con- 
necticut troops  into  the  neighbourhood,  with  the  ostensible  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  town  against  some  British  regiments 
daily  expected  from  Ireland,  but  with  the  real  design  of  en- 
couraging and  strengthening  their  friends. 

About  the  same  time,  that  active  spirit,  which,  at  the  Com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  seemed  in  so  remarkable  a  degree,  to 
hav£  pervaded  New  England,  manifested  itself  in  an  expedition 
t)f  considerable  merit. 

The  possession  of  Tyconderoga  and  Grown  Point,  and  the 
command  of  Lakes  George  and  Champlain,  were  objects  of 
essential  importance  in  the  approaching  conflict.  It  was  well 
known  that  these  posts  were  very  weakly  defended,  and  it  was 
believed  that  the  feeble  garrisons  remaining  in  them,  were  the 
less  to  be  dreaded,  because  they  were  in  a  state  of  perfect  security, 
entirely  unapprehensive  of  an  attack  from  any  quarter  whatever. 
Under  these  impressions,  some  gentlemen  of  Connecticut,  at 
the  head  of  whom  were  Messieurs  Deane,  Wooster,  and  Par- 
sons, formed  the  bold  design  of  seizing  these  fortresses  by  sur- 
prize ;  and  borrowed,  on  their  individual  credit,  a  small  sum  of 
money  from  the  legislature  of  \  the  colony,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  the  enterprise.  As  success  depended  absolutely  on  se- 
crecy and  dispatch,  it  was  determined  not  to  encounter  the 
delay  and  danger  of  discovery,  which  would  attend  their  wait- 
ing tb  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress ;  and  it  was  deemed  most 
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chap.  in.  advisable  to  proceed  immediately  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
1774.  ammunition,  in  the  confidence  that  the  number  of  men  ne- 
cessary for  the  expedition,  might  be  raised,  with  more  advantage, 
among  the  hardy  mountaineers  inhabiting  the  country  that  bor- 
ders on  the  lakes.  For  this  purpose,  about  forty  volunteers  set 
out  from  Connecticut  towards  Bennington,  where  the  projec- 
tors of  the  expedition  proposed  meeting  with  Colonel  Ethan 
Allen,  and  engaging  him  to  head  their  enterprize,  and  to  raise 
the  men,  which  would  be  required  to  aid  them  in  its  execu- 
tion. 

Colonel  Allen  very  readily  entered  into  their  views,  and  en- 
gaged to  meet  them  with  the  requisite  number  of  Tnen,  at  Cas- 
tleton,  whither  they  were  to  repair  as  soon  as  the  necessary  pre- 
parations could  be  made.  At  this  place  about  two  hundred  and 
seventy  men  assembled,  who  were  joined  by  Colonel  Arnold. 
This  officer  had  marched  to  Boston  with  a  body  of  Connecticut 
troops,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Lexington ;  and  without 
having  had  the  slightest  communication  with  those  who  had  un- 
dertaken the  exterprize,  had  engaged  the  committee  of  safety  of 
Massachusetts  to  authorize  him  to  raise  four  hundred  men  for 
the  same  object.  He  joined  colonel  Allen  with  whom  he  was 
associated  in  the  command,  and  they  reached  Lake  Champlain 
opposite  to  Tyconderoga  in  the  night  of  the  ninth  of  May. 
With  some  difficulty  boats  were  obtained  sufficient  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  troops ;  and  both  Allen  and  Arnold  embarked 
with  the  first  body,  consisting  of  eighty-three  men,  who 
effected  their  landing  without  being  discovered.  They  imme? 
diately  marchedagainst  the  fort,  which  was  completely  surprised, 
and  surrendered  without  firing  a  single  gun.  The  garrison  con- 
sisting 
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sisting  of  only  forty  four  rank  and  file,    commanded  by  a  cap-    ^f^' 
tain  and  one  lieutenant,  was  incapable  of  making  any  resistance.       2?74- 

Tyconderoga  having  fallen,  Colonel  Seth  Warren,  was  de- 
tached to  take  possession  of  Crown  Point,  where  a  serjeant  and 
twelve  men  performed  garrison  duty.  This  service  was  imme- 
diately executed,  and  the  place  was  taken  without  opposition. 

At  Crown  point,  as  well  as  at  Tyconderoga,  military  stores 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  of  very  considerable  value 
to  them  in  their  present  situation. 

The  pass  at  Skenesborough  was  seized  at  the  same  time  by  a 
detachment  of  the  volunteers  from  Connecticut. 

To  complete  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  it  was  necessary  to 
obtain  the  command  of  the  lakes,  which  could  be  effected  only 
"by  seizing  a  sloop  of  war  lying  at  St.  John's.  This  service  was 
effected  by  Arnold,  who,  having  manned  and  armed,  for  the 
purpose,  a  schooner  found  in  South  Bay,  surprised  the  sloop  and 
took  possession  of  it  without  opposition. 

Thus,  by  the  enterprize  of  a  few  individuals,  and  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man,  were  acquired  the  very  important  ports 
of  Tyconderoga  and  Crown  Point,  with  the  command  of  the 
lakes  on  which  they  stand.  Nor  was  it  among  the  smallest  of 
the  advantages  attending  the  expedition,  that  the  success  with 
^vvhich  it  was  crowned,  tended  to  raise  still  higher  the  confidence 
vvhich  the  Americans  felt  in  themselves. 

Intelligence  of  the  capture  of  Tyconderoga  was  immediately 
vol.  ii.  f  f  communicated, 
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Cv^P^'  communicated,  by  an  express,  to  Congress,  then  just  assem- 
f?74.  bled  at  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  resolution  entered  into  in  conse- 
quence of  that*  event  furnishes  strong  evidence  of  the  solicitude 
felt  by  that  body,  to  exonerate  the  government,  in  the  opin- 

%  ion  of  the  people  at  large,  from  all   suspicion  of  aggression, 

or  of  provoking  a  continuance  of  the  war,  beyond  the  limits 
of  self-defence.  Indubitable  evidence  was  asserted  to  have 
been  received,  of  a  design  formed  by  the  British  ministry  for  a 
cruel  invasion  of  the  colonies  from  the  province  of  Canada,  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  their  lives  and  liberties,  and  it  was 
averred  that  some  steps  had  actually  been  taken  to  carry  this  de~ 
sign  into  execution.  To  a  justifiable  desire  of  securing  them- 
selves against  so  heavy  a  calamity,  was  attributed  the  seizure  of 
that  post  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  committees  of  New  York  and  Albany  immediate- 
ly to  take  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  cannon  and  military 
stores  from  Tyconderoga  to  some  place  on  the  south  end  of  Lake 
George,  there  to  be  preserved  in  safety.  An  fcxact  inventory  of 
the  stores  thus  removed,  was  directed  to  be  taken,  "  in  order  that 
they  might  be  safely  returned,  when  the  restoration  of  the  for- 
mer harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  so  ardent- 
ly wished  for  by  the  latter,  should  render  it  prudent  and  consist- 
ent with  the  over-ruling  law  of  self-preservation." 

Measures,  however,  were  afterwards  adopted  tp  maintain  the 
posts  which  had  been  taken  ;  but  probably  from  an  apprehen- 
sion, that  their  having  thus  seized  the  keys  of  Canada,  might 
alarm  the  people  of  that  province,  and  have  some  tendency  to 
impress  them  with  sentiments  of  hostility  towards  the  united 
colonies,  a  resolution  was  soon  afterwards  entered  into,  declar- 
ing, 
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ing,  that  as  Congress  had  nothing  more  in  view  than  the  defence    chap  m- 
of  the  colonies,  no  expedition  or  incursion  ought  to  be  under-       m* 
taken  or  made  by  any  colony,  or  body  of  colonists  against  or 
•into  Canada. 


This  resolution  was  translated  into  the  French  language,  and 
transmitted  to  the  people  of  that  province,  accompanied  by  a 
letter*,   in  which  all  their  feelings,  and  among  others,   the 

known 


*  "  To  the  oppressed  Inhabitants  of  Canada. 
Friends  and  Countrymen, 

Alarmed  by  the  designs  of  an  arbitrary  ministry  to  extirpate  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  all  America,  a  sense  of  common  danger  conspired  with  the  dictates  of 
humanity,  in  urging  us  to  call  your  attention,  by  our  late  Address,  to  tliis  very  im- 
portant object. 

Since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  we  have  been  happy  in  considering  you  as 
fellow  subjects,  and  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  plan  for  subjugating 
the  Continent,  we  have  viewed  you  as  fellow  sufferer^  with  us.  As  we  were  both 
entitled  by  the  bounty  of  an  indulgent  Creator  to  freedom,  and  being  both  devoted 
by  the  cruel  edicts  of  a  despotic  administration,  to  common  ruin,  we  perceived  the 
fete  of  the  protestant  and  catholic  colonies  to  be  strongly  linked  togfcther,  and 
therefore  invited  you  to  join  with  us  in  resolving  to  be  free,  and  in  rejecting,  with 
disdain,  the  fetters  of  slavery,  however  artfully  polished. 

We  most  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  arrival  of  that  day,  in  the  course 
of  which,  the  sun  could  not  shine  on  a  single  freeman  in  all  your  extensive  domi- 
nion. Be  assured,  that  your  unmerited  degradation  has  engaged  the  most  unfeigned 
pity  of  your  sister  colonies ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  you  will  not,  by  tamely  bear- 
ing the  yoke,  suffer  that  pity  to  be  supplanted  by  contempt. 

When  hardy  attempts  are  made  to  deprive  mpi  of  rights  bestowed  by  the  Al- 
mighty, when  avenues  are  cut  through  the  most  solemn  compacts  for  the  admission 
of  despotism,  when  the  plighted  faith  of  government  ceases  to  give  security  to  duti- 
&1  subjects,  and  when  the  insidious  stratagems  and  manoeuvres  of  peace,  become 
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°vl^!ll/    known  attachment  of  the  Canadians  to  France,  were  very  dex- 
*774       terously  assailed;    and  the  effort  was  very  earnestly  made,  to 

kindle 


more  terrible  than  the  sanguinary  operations  of  war  ;  it  is  high  time  for  them  to 
assert  those  rights,  and,  with  honest  indignation,  oppose  the  torrent  of  oppression 
rushing  in  upon  them. 

By  the  introduction  of  your  present  form  of  Government,  or  rather,  present 
form,  of  tyranny,  you  and  your  wives  and  your  children  are  made  slaves.  You 
have  nothing  that  you  can  call  your  own,  and  all  the  fruits  of  your  labour  and  indus- 
try may  be  taken  from  you,  whenever  an  avaricious  Governor  and  a  rapacious  council 
may  incline  to  demand  them.  You  are  liable  by  their  edicts  to  be  transported  into 
foreign  countries,  to  fight  battles  in  which  you  have  no  interest,  and  to  spill  your 
blood  in  conflicts  from  which  neither  honor,  nor  emolument  can  be  derived ; 
Nay,  the  enjoyment  of  your  very  religion,  on  (he  present  system,  depends  on  a 
legislature  in  which  you  have  no  share,  and  over  which  you  have  no  con- 
troul ;  and  your  priests  arc  exposed  to  expulsion,  banishment,  and  ruin,  when- 
ever their  wealth  and  possessions  furnish  sufficient  temptation.  They  cannot 
be  sure  that  a  virtuous  prince  will  always  fill  the  throne,  and  should  af  wicked 
and  careless  king  concur  with  a  wicked  ministry  in  extracting  the  strength  and  trea- 
sure of  your  country,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive,  to  what  variety,  and  to  what 
extremes  of  wretchedness,  you  may  under  the  present  establishment  be  re- 
duced. 

We  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon  to  waste  your  lives  in  a  con- 
test with  us.  Should  you,  by  complying  in  this  instance,  assent  to  your  new  esta- 
blishment, and  a  war  break  out  with  France,  your  wealth  and  your  sons  may  be 
sent  to  perish  in  expeditions  against  their  islands  in  the  West-Indies. 

It  cannot  be  presumed  that  these  considerations  will  have  no  weight  with  you, 
or  that  you  are  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  honour.  We  can  never  believe  that  the 
present  race  of  Canadians  arc  so  degenerated,  as  to  possess  neither  the  spirit,  the 
g.illantry,  nor  the  courage  of  their  ancestors.  You  certainly  will  not  permit  the 
infamy  and  disgrace  of  such  pusillanimity  to  rest  on  your  own  heads,  and  the  con- 
sequences of  it  on  your  children  for  ever. 

We  for  our  parts  are  determined  to  live  free  or  not  at  all,  and  are  resolved  that 
posterity  shall  never  reproach  us  writh  having  brought  slaves  into  the  world 

Permit 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  221 

kindle  in  their  bosoms  that  enthusiastic  love  of  liberty  which  was    CV"^T^J* 
too  strongly  felt  by  the  authors  of  the  letter,  to  permit  the  belief     ,  J774 
that  it  could  be -any  where  inoperative. 

The  middle  and  southern  colonies,  though  not  so  forward 
as  the  northern,  were  every  where  preparing  for  hostilities,  and 
the  established  government  was,  in  all  of  them,  laid  aside. 

In  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore,  the  governor,  had  just  returned 
to  Williamsburg,  from  an  expedition  against  the  Indians,  in 
which  his  arms  had  been  crowned  with  success,  and  he  had 
thereby  acquired  a  considerable  degree  of  popularity.  Presuming, 


Permit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your  friends,  not  your  enemies,  and  be 
not  imposed  upon  by  those  who  may  endeavour  to  create  animosities.  The  taking 
of  the  fort  and  military  stores  at  Tyconderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  the  armed 
vessels  on  the  lake,  was  dictated  by  the  great  law  of  self  preservation.  They  were 
intended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cut  oft'  that  friendly  intercourse  and  communication, 
which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  you  and  us.  Wc  hope  it  has  given  you  no 
uneasiness,  and  you  may  rely  on  our  assurances,  that  these  colonies  will  pursue  no 
measures  whatever,  but  such  as  friendship,  and  a  regard  for  our  mutual  safety  and 
interest  may  suggest. 

As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to  your  friendship,  we  presume  you 
will  not,  by  doing  us  injury,  reduce  us  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  treating  you 
as  enemies. 

We  yet  entertain  hopes  of  your  uniting  with  us  in  the  defence  of  our  common 
liberty,  and  there  is  yet  reason  to  believe,  that  should  we  join  in  imploring  the 
attention  of  our  sovereign,  to  the  unmerited  and  unparallelled  oppressions  of  his 
American  subjects,  he  will  at  length  be  undeceived,  and  forbid  a  licentious  ministry 
any  longer  to  riot  in  the  ruins  of  the  rights  of  mankind." 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  this  letter  consisted  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Deane . 

perhaps 
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C\!X^j'  Per^aPs  to°  much,  on  the  public  favour  of  the  moment,  and  dis- 
J774.  satisfied  with  some  recommendations  concerning  the  militia  and 
independent  companies,  made  by  the  colonial  convention  which 
had  assembled  in  Richmond,  principally  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  delegates  to  Congress ;  he  employed  the  captain  of  an 
armed  vessel  then  lying  in  James's  river,  a  few  miles  from  Wil- 
liamsburg, to  convey,  by  night,  on  board  his  ship,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  his  marines,  a  part  of  the  powder  in  the  magazine  be- 
longing to  the  colony. 

This  measure,  though  conducted  with  great  secrecy,  was  by 
some  means  discovered ;  and  the  people  of  the  town  assembled 
next  morning,  in  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  restitution 
ot  the  property  which  had  been  taken.  The  magistrates  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  disperse  without  the  commission  of  violence ; 
and  presented  an  address  to  the  Governor,  remonstrating  against 
the  removal  of  the  powder,  which  they  alleged  to  be  the  more 
injurious,  because  it  was  necessary  for  their  defence,  in  the  event 
of  an  insurrection  among  their  slaves. 

The  Governor  acknowledged  that  the  powder  had  been  re- 
moved by  his  orders  to  a  place  of  perfect  security,  because  he  did 
not  think  it  safe  in  the  magazine ;  but  he  gave  the  most  ex- 
plicit assurances,  that  he  would  restore  it,  if  an  insurrection  of 
the  slaves  should  render  such  a  measure  necessary. 

Unsatisfactory  as  was  this  answer,  no  further  means  were 
*  used  in  Williamsburg  for  the  recovery  of  the  property  which 
had  been  carried  off;  but  from  this  time,  nightly  patroles  were 
kept  for  the  future  protection  of  the  magazine. 

TOs 
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.  This  subject  was  not  permitted  to  pass  off  quietly  by  the  in-  c"^-  I,r- 
habitants  of  the  interior  country.  Meetings  were  held  in  several  «774 
counties,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  greatly  condemned. 
In  Hanover  and  King  William,  the  independent  companies,  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Patrick  Henry*,  a  member  of  Congress, 
assembled  and  set  out  for  Williamsburg  with  the  avowed  design 
of  compelling  a  restitution  of  the  powder,  or  of  obtaining  the 
value  thereof.  They  were,  however,  stopped  on  the  way  by  the 
active  interposition  of  a  Mr.  Braxton,  who  obtained  from  the 
king's  receiver-general  a  bill  for  the  value  of  the  property  which 
had  been  removed,  with  which  he  returned  to  the  companies, 
and  prevailed  upon  them  to  relinquish  a  further  prosecution  of 
their  enterprize  f . 

The  alarm  occasioned  by  this  movement  induced  Lady  Dun- 
more,  with  the  governor's  family,  to  retire  on  board  the  Fowey 
man  of  war  in  James  river,  whilst  his  lordship  fortified  his  pa- 
lace, in  which  he  placed  a  detachment  of  marines  as  a  garrison. 
From  thence  he  published  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  charged 
those,  who  had  procured  the  bill  from  the  receiver  general,  with 
rebellious  practices.  The  country,  however,  took  part  against  ■ 
lim,  and  his  own  conduct  was  generally  censured,  while  that 
of  Mr.  Henry  was  very  highly  applauded.  This  state  of  agitation 


•  The  same  gentleman  who  had  introduced  into  the  assembly  of  Virginia  the 
original  resolutions  against  the  Stamp  act. 

t  The  independent  companies  in  the  upper  part  of  the  northern  neck  also  as- 
•enabled  to  the  number  of  about  six  hundred  men,  and  proceeded  on  horseback  as 
hx  as  Fredericksburg,  where  a  council  was  held  in  which  Richard  Henry  Lee,  then 
*m  his  way  to  Congress,  presided,  and  who  advised  their  return  to  their  re- 
spective  homes. 

was 
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chap.  in.   was  increased,  by  some  letters,  written  by  Lord  Dunmore  to  the 
»77*       secretary  of  state,  containing  sentiments  thought  hostile  to  Ame- 
rica.   These  letters  were  made  public  about  this  time,  and  were 
very  severely  censured. 

While  the  public  mind  was  considerably  irritated  by  these 
causes,  Lord  North's  conciliatory  proposition  was  received,  and 
an  assembly  was  suddenly  called,  to  whose  consideration  it  was 
submitted.  The  governor  used  all  his  address  to  produce,  in  the 
assembly,  a  disposition  favourable  to  the  acceptance  of  this  pro- 
position ;  but  it  was  rejected  here  as  in  the  other  colonies,  be- 
cause it  obviously  involved  a  surrender  ot  the  whole  subject  in 
contest  *.  • 

One  of  the  first  measures  of  the  assembly  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  enquire,  generally,  into  the  causes  of  the 


*  In  the  address  of  the  house  of  Burgesses  to  the  governor,  in  answer  to  his  speech 
at  opening  the  session,  they  say,  in  speaking  of  the  conciliatory  proposition  of  Lord 
North,  which  had  been  recommended  to  thcrii ;  t€  we  examined  it  minutely,  we 
viewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  which  we  were  able  to  place  it  ;  and  with  pain 
and  disappointment,  we  must  ultimately  declare  it  only  changes  the  form  of  op- 
pression without  lightening  its  burden."  They  closed  with  these  expressive  words : 
— "  We  have  decently  remonstrated  with  parliament ;  they  have  added  new  inju- 
ries to  the  old.  We  have  wearied  our  king  with  supplications  ;  he  has  not  deigned 
to  answer  us.  We  have  appealed  to  the  native  honour  and  justice  of  the  British 
nation  ;  their  efforts  in  our  favour  have  been  hitherto  ineffectual.  What  then  re- 
mains to  be  done  ?  That  we  commit  our  injuries  to  the  even-handed  justice  of  that 
Being  who  doth  no  wrong;  earnestly  beseeching  him  to  illuminate  the  councils, 
and  prosper  the  endeavours  of  those  to  whom  America  hath  confided  her  hopes, 
that,  through  their  wise  direction,  we  may  again  see,  re-united,  the  bleesings  of 
liberty  and  property,  and  the  most  permanent  harmony  with  Great  Britain." 
Gordon,  vol.  ii,  page  90. 

late 
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late  disturbances,  and,  particularly,  to  examine  the  state  of  the   c^^Jj 
magazine.   Although  this  building  belonged  to  the  colony,  it  was      1774. 
in  the  custody  of  the  governor,  who  appointed  the  keeper,  and 
to  him  it  was  necessary  to  apply  in  order  to  gain  admittance. 
Before  this  was  obtained,  some  persons  of  the  neighbourhood 
broke  into  the  magazine,  one  of  whom  was  wounded  by  a  spring 
gun ;  and  it  was  found,  that  the  powder,  not  carried  away,  had 
been  buried  and  very  much  injured,   and  the  guns  deprived  of 
their  locks.    This  circumstance  excited  so  great  a  ferment,  that 
the  governor  thought  proper  privately  to  withdraw  from  the 
palace,  and  go  on  board  the  Fowey  man  of  war,  then  lying  at 
Tork  town,  twelve  miles  below  Williamsburg.     Several  letters 
afterwards  passed  between  him  and  the  legislature,  containing 
reciprocal  complaints  of  each  other,  in  the  course  of  which  they 
pressed  his  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  while  he  insisted 
on  their  coming  on  board  the  Fowey*     They  were  content  that 
he  should,  even  there,  give  his  assent  to  some  material   bills 
which  were  prepared ;  but  he  refused  to  do  so,  and  the  assembly 
dissolved  itself,  the  members  being  generally  chosen  on  a  con- 
vention then  about  to  meet  at  Richmond. 

Thus  terminated  for  ever  the  royal  government  in  Virginia. 

In  South  Carolina,  a  provincial  c6ngress  was  called  by  the 
committee  of  correspondence,  so  soon  as  intelligence  of  the 
battle  of  Lexington  was  received.  An  association  was  formed, 
the  members  of  which  pledged  themselves  to  each  other  to  repel 
force  by  force  whenever  the  continental  or  provincial  congress 
should  determine  it  to  be  necessary,  and  declared  that  they 
would  hold  all  those  persons  inimical  to  the  colonies,  who 

vol.  11.  o  g  should 
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^£^^J'    should  refuse  to  subscribe  to  it.     They  also  determined  imme- 
1774        diately  to  put  the  town  and  province  in  a  respectable  posture  of 
defence ;  in  pursuance  of  which  resolution,  they  agreed  to  raise 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  of  rangers. 

While  this  congress  was  in  session,  Lord  William  Campbell 
who  had  been  appointed  their  governor,  arrived  in  the  province, 
and  was  received  with  all  those  demonstrations  of  joy  which  had 
been  usual  on  such  occasions.  The  congress  waited  on  him  with 
an  address,  in  which  they  disclosed  to  him  the  true  causes  of 
their  present  proceedings ;  and  declared,  that  no  love  of  innova- 
tion, no  desire  of  altering  the  constitution  of  government,  no 
lust  of  independence,  had  the  least  influence  upon  their  coun- 
cils ;  but  that  they  had  been  compelled  to  associate  and  take  up 
arms,  solely  for  the  preservation,  and  in  defence  of  their  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties.  They  entreated  his  excellency  to  make 
such  a  representation  of  the  state  of  the  colony,  and  of  their  true 
motives,  as  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  he  had  no  subjects,  who 
more  desired  sincerely  to  testify  their  loyalty  and  affection,  or 
would  be  more  willing  to  devote  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his 
real  service.  His  lordship  returned  a  very  mild  and  prudent 
answer  *. 

For  some  time  Lord  William  Campbell  conducted  himself  with 
so  much  apparent  moderation,  as  to  remain  on  good  terms  with 
the  leaders  of  the  opposition ;  but  he  was  secretly  exerting  all 
the  influence  of  his  station  in  defeating  their  views,  and  was  at 


*  Gordon's  History,  Vol.  II,  page  82. 

length 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON*  227 

length  detected  in  carrying  on  some  negotiations  with  the  In-  CHAP- I,fl 
dians,  and  with  the  disaffected  in  the  back  country,  who  had  re-  *774- 
fused  to  sign  the  association.  These  persons  had  been  induced 
to  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  sea  coast,  in  order  to  ex- 
empt their  own  tea  from  a  trifling  tax,  were  about  to  engage 
them  in  a  contest,  in  which  they  would  be  deprived  of  their  salt, 
osnaburgs,  and  other  imported  articles  of  absolute  necessity. 
The  detection  of  these  intrigues  excited  such  a  ferment  among 
the  people  that  the  governor  was  compelled  to  fly  from  Charles- 
ton, and  take  refuge  on  board  a  ship  of  war  in  the  river.  The 
government  was  then,  as  elsewhere,  taken  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  men  Chosen  by  the  people,  and  a  large  body  of  troops  . 
was  ordered  into  that  part  of  the  country,  which  adhered  to  the 
royal  cause,  where  many  of  the  people,  contrary  to  the  advice 
of  governor  Campbell,  had  risen  in  arms.  Unable  to  collect  a 
sufficient  force  to  repel  so  formidable  an  invasion,  the  leaders 
were  seized,  and  their  followers  dispersed. 

In  North  Carolina,  governor  Martin  was  also  charged  with 
fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  exciting  an  insurrection  among  the 
negroes.  Relying  on  the  aid  he  expected  from  some  of  the  back 
settlers,  and  from  some  highland  emigrants,  he  made  prepara- 
tions for  the  defence  of  his  palace ;  but  the  people  taking  the 
alarm  before  the  troops  he  counted  on  were  raised,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  fly  for  safety  on  board  a  sloop  of  war  in  Cape  Fear 
River;  sooti  after  which,  the  committee  resolved,  that  "  no 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  should  have  any  correspondence 
with  him,  on  pain  of  being  deemed  enemies  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  and  dealt  with  accordingly/' 

Gg2  So 
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So  soon  as  Congress  was  in  readiness  to  enter  upon  the  public 
business,  Mr.  Hancock  laid  before  that  body  the  depositions 
which  had  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that,  in  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  the  king's  troops  were  entirely  the  aggres- 
sors ;  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  assembly 
of  Massachussets  on  that  occasion. 


They  had  now  arrived  at  the  crisis  to  which  things  had  for 
some  time  been  rapidly  tending ;  and  it  became  necessary  for 
the  delegates  of  the  other  provinces  finally  to  determine,  either 
to  embark  with  New  England  in  actual  war,  or,  by  separating 
themselves  from  those  colonies,  to  surrender  the  object  for 
which  they  had  so  long  jointly  contended,  and  submit  to  that 
unlimited  supremacy  which  was  claimed  by  the  British  Par- 
liament. 


Even  among  the  well-informed  of  the  American  people,  the 
opinion  that  the  contest  between  the  mother  country  and  her 
colonies  would  ultimately  be  decided  by  the  sword,  had  not 
become  general.  The  hope  had  been  hitherto  indulged  by  a 
great  portion  of  the  popular  leaders,  that  the  union  of  the  colo- 
nies, the  extent  and  serious  aspect  of  the  opposition,  and  the 
distress  which  their  non-importation  agreements  would  produce 
among  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  parent  state 
would  induce  the  administration  to  recede  from  the  high  pre- 
tensions which  had  been  insisted  on,  and  would  restore  that 
harmony  and  free  intercourse  which  had  formerly  subsisted  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  which  they  sincerely  believed  to 
be  advantageous  to  both.  This  opinion  had  derived  strength 
from  the  communications  made  to  them  by  many  of  their 

zealous 
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zealous  friends  in  England.  The  divisions  and  discontents  of  £^^; 
that  country  had  been  represented  as  much  greater  than  the  fact  w* 
would  justify ;  and  the  exhortations  transmitted  to  them,  to 
persevere  in  the  honourable  course  which  had  been  commenced 
with  so  much  glory,  had  generally  been  accompanied  with 
assurances,  that  success  must  yet  crown  their  patriotic  labours. 
Very  many  had  engaged  with  zeal  in  the  resistance  made  by 
America,  and  had  acted  on  a  full  conviction  of  the  correctness 
of  the  principles  for  which  they  contended,  who  would  very 
reluctantly  have  engaged  in  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted,  had  they  really  believed  that  those  measures  would 
have  terminated  in  war.  But  each  party  counted  too  much  on 
the  divisions  of  the  other,  and  each  seems  to  have  taken  step 
after  step  in  the  hope  that  its  adversary  would  yield  the  point  in 
contest  without  resorting  to  open  force.  Thus,  on  both  sides, 
the  public  feelings  had  been  gradually  conducted  to  a  point 
which  would  in  the  first  instance  have  been  thought  of  with 
horror ;  and  had  been  prepared  for  events,  the  contemplation  of 
which,  in  the  beginning  of  the  controversy,  would  have 
alarmed  the  most  intrepid.  The  sentiment  now  prevailing  in 
the  middle  and  southern  colonies  was,  that  a  reconciliation,  on 
the  terms  proposed  by  America,  was  not  even  yet  impracticable, 
and  was  devoutly  to  be  wished;  but  that  war,  with  all  its 
hazards  and  its  horrors,  was  to  be  preferred  to  a  surrender  of 
those  rights  for  which  they  had  contended,  and  to  which  they 
believed  every  British  subject,  wherever  placed,  to  be  unques- 
tionably entitled. 

They  did  not  hesitate,  therefore,  which  part  of  the  alterna- 
tive now  offered  them  to  embrace,  and  their  delegates  united 

cordially 
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^H^J^Hj  cordially  with  those  of  their  northern  brethren  in  such  measures 
*774-  as  the  present  exigency  required.  It  was  unanimously  deter- 
mined, that  as  hostilities  had  actually  commenced,  and  as  large 
reinforcements  to  the  British  army  were  expected,  these  colo- 
nies should  be  immediately  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  that 
the  militia  of  New  York  should  be  armed  and  trained,  and  kept 
in  readiness  to  act  at  a  moment's  warning.  It  was  also  deter- 
mined to  embody  a  number  of  men,  without  delay,  for  the 
protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place ;  but  they  appear  not 
to  have  been  authorized  to  oppose  the  landing  of  any  troops 
which  might  have  been  ordered  tp  that  station  by  the  crown. 
The  convention  of  New  York  had  already  consulted  Congress 
on  the  steps  to  be  pursued  by  that  colony  in  the  event  of  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  daily  expected  at  that  place  from  Europe; 
and  they  had  been  advised  to  permit  the  soldiers  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  barracks,  and  to  remain  there  so  long  as  they 
conducted  themselves  peaceably ;  but  if  they  committed  hostili- 
ties, or  invaded  private  property,  the  inhabitants  were  then  to 
repel  force  by  force.  Thus  anxious  was  Congress,  even  after  a 
battle  had  been  fought,  not  to  widen  still  further  the  breach  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  In  addition  to  the  real  wish  for  recon 
ciliation,  much  felt  by  a  majority  of  this  body,  the  soundest 
policy  directed  that  the  people  of  America  should  engage  in  the 
arduous  conflict  which  was  approaching,  with  a  perfect  con- 
viction that  it  was  forced  upon  them,  and  that  it  had  been  occa- 
sioned by  no  fault  of  theirs,  and  by  no  intemperate  conduct  on 
the  part  of  their  leaders.  The  divisions  existing  in  several  of 
the  states  suggested  the  propriety  of  this  conduct,  even  to  those 
who  despaired  of  deriving  any  other  benefit  from  it  than  a 
greater  degree  of  union  among  their  own  countrymen.     In  this 

spirit, 
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spirit,  they  mingled  with  their  resolutions  for  putting  the  coun-  CHAP- I,L 
try  in  a  state  of  defence,  others  expressive  of  their  most  earnest  »774. 
wish  for  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country;  to  effect 
which,  they  determined  on  addressing  once  more  an  humble  and 
dutiful  petition  to  the  king,  and  on  adopting  measures  for 
opening  a  negociation,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  unhappy 
disputes  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies. 

As  no  great  confidence  could  now  be  placed  in  the  success  Proceedings  of 
of  pacific  propositions,  the  resolution  for  putting  the  country  l  *  y' 
in  a  state  of  defence  was  accompanied  with  others  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  that  undetermined  state  between  peace  and  war,  in 
which  America  was  now  placed.  All  exports  to  those  colonies 
which  had  not  deputed  members  to  Congress  were  stopped; 
and  all  supplies  of  provisions,  and  of  other  necessaries  to  the 
British  fisheries,  were  prohibited.  Though  this  resolution  was 
only  a  further  prosecution  of  the  system  of  commercial  resist- 
ance which  had  been  adopted  before  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  and  was  evidently  provoked  by  the  late  acts  of  par- 
liament ;  yet  it  seems  to  have  been  entirely  unsuspected,  and 
certainly  produced  very  great  distress.  A  few  days  after  the 
adoption  of  this  measure,  it  was  resolved  that  no  bill  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  any  person  belonging  to  the  army  or  navy 
should  be  negociated,  nor  any  money  furnished  to  such  person 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies.  All  supplies  of  provisions, 
or  other  necessaries  to  the  army  or  navy  in  Massachusetts'  Bay, 
and  to  any  vessel  employed  in  transporting  British  troops  to 
America,  or  from  one  colony  to  another,  were  prohibited. 

Massachusetts  having  stated  the  difficulties  resulting  from 

being 
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C^^  being  without  any  regular  form  of  government,  "  at  a  time 
*774.  when  an  army  was  to  be  raised  to  defend  themselves  against  the 
butcheries  and  devastations  of  their  implacable  enemies,"  and 
having  declared  a  readiness  to  conform  to  such  general  plan  as 
Congress  might  direct  for  the  colonies,  and  so  to  modify  its  par- 
ticular government  as  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  union, 
and  of  all  America ;  it  was  resolved,  that  no  obedience  is  due 
to  the  act  of  parliament  for  altering  the  charter  of  that  colony, 
nor  to  officers  who,  instead  of  observing  that  charter,  seek  its 
subversion. 

The  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  were,  therefore,  to 
be  considered  as  absent,  and  their  offices  vacant.  To  avoid 
the  intolerable  inconveniences  arising  from  a  total  suspension 
of  government,  especially  at  a  time  when  General  Gage  had 
actually  levied  war,  and  was  carrying  on  hostilities  against  his 
majesty's  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  of  that  colony ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  substance 
and  spirit  of  the  charter ;  it  was  "  recommended  to  the  provin- 
cial convention  to  write  letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
places  which  are  entitled  to  representation  in  Assembly,  request- 
ing them  to  choose  such  representatives,  and  that  the  assembly, 
when  chosen,  do  elect  counsellors ;  and  that  such  assembly  or 
council  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  until  a  governor  of 
his  majesty's  appointment  will  consent  to  govern  the  colony  ac- 
cording to  its  charter  */* 

These  resolutions,  occasioned  by  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
*  Journals  of  congress,  page  1 15. 

countiy, 
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country,  were  quickly  followed  by  others  of  greater  vigour,  chap.  hi. 
and  denoting  more  decidedly  the  determination  to  prepare  for  ^^^ 
the  last  resort  of  nations. 

It  was  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  conventions  of  all 
the  Colonies,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  provide  the 
means  of  making  gunpowder,  and  to  obtain  sufficient  supplies 
of  ammunition.  Even  the  non-importation  agreement  was  re- 
laxed in  favour  of  such  vessels  as  should  bring  in  cargoes  of 
these  precious  materials.  They  were  urged  too,  very  seriously, 
to  arm  and  discipline  their  militia,  and  so  to  class  them  that 
one-fourth  should  be  minute  men.  In  addition  to  this  military 
force,  recommendations  were  made  for  the  raising  of  several 
regular  corps  for  the  service  of  the  continent ;  and  a  general  re- 
solution was  entered  into,  declaring  that  any  province  thinking 
itself  in  danger  might  raise  a  body  of  regulars  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  men,  which  should  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the 
united  colonies. 

Congress  also  proceeded  to  organize  the  higher  departments 
of  the  army. 

Bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  *  of  Spanish      J"~  so- 
milled 


*  The  ratio  in  which  this  sum  was  apportioned  on  the  respective  states  was  as 
follows : 

New  Hampshire 124,069f 

Massachusetts  Day 434,2  14 

Rhode  Island 1 1 ,959i 

Connecticut 248,139 

Carried  over  878,412 

vol.  ti.  h  h  New 


>ly.  6. 
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^^"J*  milled  dollars  were  emitted  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
»77*  pences  of  the  war,  and  the  twelve  confederated  colonies  were 
pledged  for  their  redemption.  Articles  of  war  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  continental  army  were  formed,  though,  as  yet,  the 
troops  were  raised  under  the  authority  of  the  states,  without 
even  a  requisition  from  Congress,  except  in  a  few  instances.  A 
solemn  dignified  declaration,  in  the  form  of  a  manifesto,  was  pre- 
pared to  be  published  to  the  army,  in  orders,  and  to  the  people 
from  the  pulpit.  After  detailing  the  causes  of  their  opposition 
to  the  mother  country,  with  all  the  energy  of  men,  feeling  the 
injuries  of  which  they  complain,  the  manifesto  exclaims,  "  But 
why  should  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  ?  By  one 
statute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament  can  of  right  make  laws  to 
bind  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  What  is  to  defend  us  against 
so  enormous,  so  unlimited  a  power  ?  Not  a  single  man  of 
those  who  assume  it  is  chosen  by  us,  or  is  subject  to  our  con- 
troul  or  influence ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of  them 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  such  laws,  and  an  American  re- 
venue, if  not  diverted  from  the  ostensible  purposes  for  which  it 
is  raised,  would  actually  lighten  their  own  burdens,  in  propor- 


Brought  forward 878,412 

New  York 248,1 39 

New  Jersey - 1 6 1 ,290£ 

Pennsylvania 372,208* 

Delaware 37,2191 

Maryland 310,174i 

Virginia —.496,278 

North  Carolina 248,139 

South  Carolina 248,1 39 

3,000,000 

tion 
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tion  as  they  increase  ours.     We  saw  the  misery  to  which  such   chap.  hi. 
despotism  would  reduce  us.     We  for  ten  years  incessantly  and       i774k 
ineffectually  besieged  the  throne  as  supplicants ;  we  reasoned, 
we  remonstrated  with  Parliament  in  the  most  mild  and  decent 
language." 

The  measures  adopted  by  administration  to  enforce  the  claims 
of  Great  Britain  are  then  enumerated ;  after  which  the  mani- 
festo proceeds :  "  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choosing 
an  unconditional  submission  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minis- 
ters, or  resistance  by  force.  The  latter  is  our  choice.  We 
have  counted  the  cost  of  this  contest,  and  find  nothing  so 
dreadful  as  voluntary  slavery.  Honour,  justice,  and  humanity, 
forbid  us  tamely  to  surrender  that  freedom,  which  we  received 
from  our  gallant  ancestors,  and  which  our  innocent  posterity 
have  a  right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy 
and  guilt  of  resigning  succeeding  generations  to  that  wretched- 
ness which  inevitably  awaits  them,  if  we  basely  entail  heredi- 
tary bondage  upon  them. 

"  Our  cause  is  just.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our  internal  re- 
sources are  great ;  and,  if  necessary,  foreign  assistance  is  un- 
doubtedly attainable.  We  gratefully  acknowledge,  as  signal 
instances  of  divine  favour  towards  us,  that  his  providence  would 
not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  severe  controversy,  until  we 
were  grown  up  to  our  present  strength,  had  been  previously 
exercised  in  warlike  operation,  and  possessed  of  the  means  of 
defending  ourselves.  With  hearts  fortified  with  these  animating 
reflections,  we  most  solemnly,  before  God  and  the  world,  de- 
clare, that,    exerting  the  utmost  energy  of   those  powers, 

Hh  2  which 
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™£^*^-    which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  graciously  bestowed  on  us, 

,774-        the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  enemies  to  assume, 

we  will,  in  defiance  of  every  hazard,  with  unabating  firmness 

and  perseverance,  employ  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties ; 

being  with  one  mind  resolved  to  die  freemen  rather  than  to  live 

slaves* 

v 
"  Lest  this  declaration  should  disquiet  the  minds  of  our 
friends  and  fellow-subjects  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  assure 
them,  that  we  mean  not  to  dissolve  that  union  which  has  so  long 
and  so  happily  subsisted  between  us,  and  which  we  sincerely 
wish  to  see  restored.  Necessity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that 
desperate  measure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to 
war  against  them.  We  have  not  raised  armies  with  ambitious 
designs  of  separating  from  Great  Britain,  and  establishing  inde- 
pendent states.  We  fight  not  for  glory  or  for  conquest.  We 
exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable  spectacle  of  a  people  at- 
tacked by  unprovoked  enemies,  without  any  imputation,  or 
even  suspicion  of  offence.  They  boast  of  their  privileges  and 
civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no  milder  conditions  than  servitude 
or  death. 

"  In  our  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom,  that  is  our 
birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of 
it,  for  the  protection  of  our  property,  acquired  solely  by  the 
honest  industry  of  our  fore-fathers  and  ourselves,  against  vio- 
lence actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  shall  lay 
them  down  when  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the 
aggressors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  shall  be 
removed,  and  not  before." 

During 
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chap.  in.  The  party  sent  on  this  service  proceeded  to  Breed's  Hill,  and 
*77+  worked  with  so  much  diligence  and  secrecy,  that,  by  the  dawn 
of  day,  they  had  thrown  up  a  small  square  redoubt,  about  forty 
yards  on  each  side,  without  having  given  the  least  alarm  to 
some  ships  of  war  which  were  stationed  in  the  river,  at  no 
great  distance  from  them.  As  soon  as  light  had  discovered  this 
new  work  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  cannonade  was  commenced 
upon  it,  which  the  provincials  bore  with  firmness.  They  con- 
tinued their  labour  till  they  had  thrown  up  a  small  breast-work 
stretching  from  the  east  side  of  the  redoubt  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hill,  so  as  very  considerably  to  extend  their  line  of  defence. 

SwrtHiu.  As  this  eminence  overlooked  Boston,  General  Gage  thought 
it  necessary  to  drive  the  provincials  from  it.  To  affect  this 
object,  he  detached  Major-General  Howe,  and  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Pigot,  at  the  head  of  ten  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  the 
same  number  of  light  infantry,  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
field  artillery.  These  troops  landed  at  Moreton's  Point,  where 
they  immediately  formed  ;  but,  perceiving  the  Americans  to  wait 
for  them  with  firmness,  they  remained  on  the  ground  till  the 
success  of  the  enterprise  should  be  rendered  secure  by  the  arrival 
of  a  reinforcement  from  Boston,  for  which  General  Howe  had 
applied.  During  this  interval,  the  Americans  also  were  rein- 
forced by  a  body  of  their  countrymen,  led  by  Generals  Warren 
and  Pommeroy ;  and  they  availed  themselves  of  this  delay  to 
increase  their  security  by  pulling  up  some  adjoining  post  and 
rail  fences,  and  arranging  them  in  two  parallel  lines  at  a  small 
distance  from  each  other,  the  space  between  which  they  filled 
up  with  hay,  so  as  to  form  a  complete  cover  from  the  musketry 
of  the  enemy. 

On 
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On  being  joined  by  their  second  detachment,  the  British  CHAP-  'ul 
troops,  who  were  formed  in  two  lines,  advanced  slowly  under  1774. 
cover  of  a  very  heavy  discharge  of  cannon  and  howitzers,  fre- 
quently halting  in  order  to  allow  their  artillery  time  to  demo- 
lish the  works.  While  they  were  advancing,  orders  were  given 
to  set  fire  to  Charlestown,  a  handsome  village  containing  about 
five  hundred  houses,  which  flanked  the  line  of  march.  The 
buildings  were  chiefly  of  wood,  and  the  flames  were  quickly 
communicated  so  extensively,  that  almost  the  whole  town  was 
in  one  great  blaze  *. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  a  more  grand  and  a  more  awful 
spectacle  than  was  now  exhibited,  nor  a  moment  of  more  anxious 
expectation  than  that  which  was  now  presented.  The  scene  of 
action  was  in  full  view  of  the  heights  of  Boston,  and  of  its 
neighbourhood,  which  were  covered  with  spectators,  taking 
deep  and  opposite  interests  in  the  events  passing  before  them. 
The  soldiers  of  the  two  hostile  armies  not  on  duty,  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  country,  all  feel- 
ing emotions  which  set  description  at  defiance,  were  witnesses  of 
the  majestic  and  tremendous  scene. 

The  provincials  permitted  the  enemy  to  approach  unmolested 
within  less  than  one  hundred  yards  of  their  works,  when  they 


*  To  justify  this  severe  policy,  it  has  been  alleged  that  the  houses  afforded  a 
cover  to  the  Americans,  who  fired  on  the  flank  of  the  British  columns  advancing 
against  Breed's  Hill ;  but  the  truth  of  this  assertion  is  denied  by  all  the  provincial 
accounts,  which  allege,  with  great  probability,  that  the  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  the  town  under  an  apprehension  that  the  enemy,  after  passing  it,  might  sud- 
denly turn  upon  them,  and  cut  off  their  retreat, 

poured 
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^"£^"J-  poured  in  upon  them  so  deadly  a  fire  of  small  arms  that  the 
'774.  British  line  was  totally  broken,  and  fell  back  with  precipitation 
towards  the  landing  place.  By  the  very  great  exertions  of  their 
officers  they  were  rallied,  and  brought  up  to  the  charge;  but 
were  again  driven  back  in  confusion  by  the  heavy  and  incessant 
fire  from  the  works.  General  Howe  is  said  to  have  been  left  at 
one  time  almost  alone,  and  it  is  certain  that  very  few  officers 
about  his  person  escaped  unhurt. 

The  impression  to  be  made  by  victory  or  defeat  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  war  was  deemed  of  the  utmost  consequence,  and 
therefore  very  extraordinary  exertions  were  made  once  more  to 
rally  the  English.  With  great  difficulty  they  wrere  a  third  time 
led  up  to  the  works.  The  redoubt  was  now  attacked  on  three 
sides  at  once,  while  some  pieces  of  artillery,  which  had  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  breast  work,  raked  it  from  end  to  end. 
The  cross  fire  too  from  the  ships  and  floating  batteries  not  only 
annoyed  the  works  on  Breed's  Hill,  but  deterred  any  consider- 
able reinforcements  from  passing  into  the  peninsula,  and  coming 
to  their  assistance.  The  ammunition  of  the  Americans  was  now 
so  nearly  exhausted,  that  they  were  no  longer  able  to  keep  up 
the  same  incessant  stream  of  fire  which  had  twice  repulsed  the 
enemy ;  and,  on  this  third  attempt,  the  redoubt,  the  walls  of 
which  the  English  mounted  with  ease,  was  carried  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Yet  the  Americans,  many  of  whom  were 
without  bayonets,  are  said  to  have  maintained  the  contest  with 
clubbed  muskets  till  the  redoubt  was  half  filled  with  the  king's 
troops. 

The  redoubt  being  lost,  the  breast  work,  which  had  been 

defended 
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defended  with  equal  courage  and  obstinacy,  was  necessarily  aban-  C£^J^ 
doned,  and  the  very  hazardous  operation  undertaken,  of  retreating,  w* 
in  the  face  of  a  victorious  enemy,  over  Charlestown  Neck ;  where 
they  were  exposed  to  the  same  cross  fire  from  the  Glasgow  man 
of  war,  and  two  floating  batteries,  which  had  deterred  the  rein- 
forcements ordered  to  their  aid  from  coming  to  their  assistance, 
and  had  probably  prevented  their  receiving  proper  supplies  of 
ammunition. 


In  this  enterprize,  about  three  thousand  men,  composing  the 
flower  of  the  British  army,  were  engaged,  and  high  encomiums 
were  bestowed  on  the  resolution  they  manifested.  Their  killed 
and  wounded  amounted,  according  to  the  returns  of  General 
Gage  to  one  thousand  and  fifty-four,  an  immense  proportion 
of  the  number  engaged  in  the  action.  Notwithstanding  the 
danger  of  their  retreat  over  Charlestown  Neck,  the  loss  of  the 
Americans  was  stated  at  only  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in- 
cluding the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  ;  among  the  former, 
was  Doctor  Warren,  a  gentleman  greatly  beloved  and  regretted, 
who  fell  just  after  the  provincials  began  their  retreat  from  the 
"breast  work. 


The  colonial  force  engaged  in  this  action  was  stated  through 
the  country  at  fifteen  hundred;  by  some  it  has  been  supposed  to 
liave  amounted  to  four  thousand. 

Although  the  ground  was  lost,  the  Americans  claimed  the  vic- 
vol.  ii.  i  i  tory. 
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^JVJ^    tory.     Their  confidence  in  themselves  was  greatly  increased ; 
«774-       and  it  was  universally  asked,  how  many  more  such  triumphs  the 
British  army  could  afford  ? 

The  enemy  had  been  treated  too  roughly  in  the  action  to  at- 
tempt further  offensive  operations,  and  they  contented  them- 
selves with  seizing  and  fortifying  Bunker's  Hill,  which  secured 
to  them  the  peninsula  of  Charlestown,  in  which,  however,  they 
remained  as  closely  blockaded,  as  in  that  of  Boston. 

The  Americans  were  greatly  elated  by  the  intrepidity  their 
raw  troops  had  displayed,  and  the  execution  which  had  been  done 
by  them  in  this  engagement.  Their  opinion  of  the  superiority  of 
veterans  over  men  untrained  to  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  sustained 
no  inconsiderable  diminution,  and  they  fondly  cherished  the  be- 
lief, that  courage  and  dexterity  in  the  use  of  fire-arms  would 
bestow  advantages  amply  compensating  the  want  of  discipline. 
Unfortunately  for  their  country,  this  course  of  thinking  was  not 
confined  to  the  soldiers.  It  seems  to  have  extended  to  those  who 
guided  the  public  councils,  and  to  have  contributed  to  the 
adoption  of  a  system  which,  more  than  once,  brought  the 
cause  for  which  they  had  taken  up  arms  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
They  did  not  distinguish  sufficiently  between  the  momentary 
efforts  of  a  few  brave  men,  brought  together  by  a  high  sense  of 
the  injuries  with  which  their  country  was  threatened,  and  carried 
into  action  while  under  the  influence  of  keen  resentments,  and 
continued  suffering,  and  those  steady  persevering  exertions, 
which  must  be  necessary  to  bring  so  serious,  and  so  important  a 
contest  to  a  happy  termination.  Nor  did  they  examine  with 
sufficient  accuracy,    nor  allow  sufficient  influence,  to  several 

striking 
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striking  circumstances  attending  the  battle  which  had  been  chap.  hi. 
fought.  It  is  not  easy  to  read  the  accounts  given  of  that  \}£^ 
action  without  being  persuaded  that  had  the  Americans  dn 
Breed's  Hill  been  supplied  with  ammunition  and  properly 
supported,  had  the  reinforcements  ordered  to  their  assist- 
ance actually  entered  the  peninsula,  as  soldiers  in  habits  of  obe- 
dience would  have  done,  and  displayed  the  same  heroic  courage 
"which  was  exhibited  by  their  countrymen  engaged  in  defence  of 
the  works ;  the  assailants  must  have  been  defeated,  and  the 
flower  of  the  British  army  cut  to  pieces.  It  ought  also  to  have 
"been  remarked,  that,  while  the  many  were  prevented  by  the 
danger  which  presented  itself  to  them  from  executing  the  orders 
they  had  received,  only  the  few,  who  were  endowed  with  more 
than  a  usual  portion  of  bravery,  encountered  that  danger,  and 
that  it  is  not  by  the  few,  great  victories  are  to  be  obtained  or  a 
country  to  be  saved. 

Amidst  these  preparations  for  war,  the  voice  of  peace  was  yet 
lieard.     Allegiance  to  the  king  was  still  acknowledged,  and  a 
lingering  hope  remained  that  an  accommodation  was  not  impos- 
sible.    The  petition  voted  to  his  majesty  was  full  of  professions 
of  duty  and  attachment ;   and  a  letter  to  the  people  of  England, 
in  which  they  are  conjured,  by  the  endearing  appellations  of 
friends,  countrymen,  and  brethren,  to  prevent  the  dissolution  of 
€€  that  connection,  which  the  remembrance  of  former  friend- 
ships, pride  in  the  glorious  achievements  of  common  ancestors, 
and  affection  for  the  heirs  of  their  virtues,  had  heretofore  main- 
tained/'    In  all  their  addresses,  they  disclaimed  the  idea  of  in- 
dependence, and  professed  themselves  to  consider  a  union  with 

i i  2  Eng 
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chap.  in.    England,  on  constitutional  principles,  as  the  greatest  blessing 
which  could  be  bestowed  on  them. 


177* 


But  Britain  had  determined  to  maintain,  by  force,  the  legisla- 
tive supremacy  of  Parliament;  and  America  had  determined, 
by  force,  to  repel  the  claim. 


CHAP.  IV. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

COLONEL     WASHINGTON    APPOINTED     COMMANDER     IN     CHIEF    OF 

THE    AMERICAN    FORCES — ARRIVES     AT    CAMBRIDGE STRENGTH 

AND    DISPOSITION    OF    THE    TWO    ARMIES — DEFICIENCY    OF    THE 

AMERICANS    IN    ARMS    AND    AMMUNITION FALMOUTH    BURNED 

— SUCCESS     OF     THE     AMERICAN     CRUIZERS — DISTRESS     OF      THE 

BRITISH    FROM    THE    WANT  OF    FRESH  PROVISIONS DIFFICULTY 

OF    RE-ENLISTING    THE  ARMY PLANS    FOR    ATTACKING    BOSTON 

— POSSESSION    TAKEN    OF    THE    HEIGHTS    OF    DORCHESTER — BOS- 
TON   EVACUATED. 

FROM  the  period  of  his  marriage,  the  attentions  of  Colonel    c^\^/ 
Washington,  who  had  retired  to  Mount  Vernon,  were  ColonIe7,7^a$h- 
for  several  years  principally  directed  to  the  management  of  his  jjgton  appointed 

J  r  r        J  c3  Commander  m 

estate,  which  had  now  become  considerable,  and  which  he  American11* 
greatly  improved.  He  continued,  however,  a  most  respected  ***■• 
member  of  the  legislature  of  his  country,  in  which  he  took  an 
early  and  a  decided  part  in  the  opposition  made  to  the  principle 
of  taxation  asserted  by  the  British  Parliament.  He  was  chosen 
by  the  independent  companies  formed  through  the  northern 
parts  of  Virginia  to  command  them  ;  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  first  Congress  that  met  at  Philadelphia,  in  which  body  he 
was  very  soon  distinguished  as  the .  Soldier  of  America.  He 
was  placed  on  all  those  committees  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
arrangements  for  defence ;  and  when  it  became  necessary  to  ap- 
point 
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chap.  iv.  point  a  commander  in  chief,  his  military  character,  the  solidity 
i774.  of  his  judgment,  the  steady  firmness  of  his  temper,  the  dignity 
of  his  person  and  deportment,  the  confidence  inspired  by  his 
patriotism  and  integrity,  and  the  independence  of  his  circum- 
stances, combined  with  that  policy  which  actuated  New  Eng- 
land, and  induced  a  wish  to  engage  the  southern  colonies  cordi- 
ally in  the  war,  to  designate  him  in  the  opinion  of  all  as  the 
person  to  whom  the  destinies  of  his  country  should  be  con- 
fided. 

He  was  unanimously  chosen  "  General  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  all  the  forces  now 
raised  or  to  be  raised  by  them  *." 

When,  the  next  day,  the  President  communicated  this  ap- 
pointment to  him,  he  modestly  answered,  that  though  truly 
sensible  of  the  high  honour  done  him,  yet  he  felt  great  distress,, 
from  a  consciousness  that  his  abilities  and  military  experience 
might  not  be  equal  to  the  extensive  and  important  trust.  How- 
ever, as  the  Congress  desired  it,  he  would  enter  upon  the  mo- 
mentous duty,  and  exert  every  power  he  possessed  in  their 
service,  and  for  support  of  the  glorious  cause.  He  begged  them 
to  accept  his  cordial  thanks  for  this  distinguished  testimony  of 
their  approbation,  and  then  added,  "  But  least  some  unlucky 


*  Artemus  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  commanded  the  troops  before 
Boston ;  Colonel  Lee,  a  British  officer,  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  Portugal, 
but  had  resigned  his  commission  in  the  service  of  the  king ;  Philip  Schuyler,  o€ 
New  York ;  and  Israel  Putnam,  of  Connecticut,  now  also  before  Boston ;  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  rank  of  major-generals ;  and  J4r.  Horatio  Gates,  who  had  held  the 
rank  of  a  major  in  the  British  service,  was  appointed  adjutant-general. 

event 


\ 
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chap.  iv.    resolution  was  unanimously  entered  into,  declaring,  that  Con- 

1774.       gress  would  maintain,  assist,  and  adhere  to  him  as  the  General 

and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  raised,  or  to  be  raised 

for  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  American  liberty,  with 

their  lives  and  fortunes. 


Arrives  at 
Cambridge. 


He  prepared,  without  delay,  to  enter  upon  the  arduous  du- 
ties of  his  station,  and  having  passed  a  few  days  in  New  York, 
where  General  Schuyler  commanded,  and  where  several  very 
important  arrangements  were  to  be  made,  he  proceeded  with 
the  utmost  dispatch  to  Cambridge,  which  was  the  head  quar- 
ters of  the  American  army. 

As  all  orders  of  men  concurred  in  approving  his  appointment, 
all  concurred  in  expressing  the  satisfaction  that  event  had  given 
them,  and  their  determination  to  afford  him  the  most  entire 
support ;  yet  the  address  from  the  provincial  Congress  of  New 
York  seemed  to  disclose  some  jealousy,  even  at  that  time, 
entertained  of  the  danger  *  to  which  liberty  was  exposed  from 
a  military  force,  and  the   very  expression  of  their  confidence 


of  war,  (as  herewith  given  you),  and  punctually  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders 
and  directions  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress of  these  United  Colonies,  or  Committee  of  Congress. 

This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress. 

*  After  expressing  their  joy  at  his  appointment,  the  address  proceeds  to  8ayf 
€t  We  have  the  fullest  assurances,  that  whenever  this  important  contest  thall  be 
decided  by  that  fondest  wish  of  every  American  soul,  an  accommodation  with  our 
mother  country,  you  will  chearfully  resign  the  important  deposit  committed  into 
your  hands,  and  re-assume  the  character  of  our  worthiest  citizen." 

that 
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chap,  iv     the  Commander   in    Chief  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy,    and 
1774.        examining  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  American  troops. 

The  main  body  of  the  British  army  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  General  Howe,  was  entrenching  itself  strongly  on 
Bunker's  Hill,  about  a  mile  from  Charlestown,  and  about  half  a 
mile  in  advance  of  the  works  which  had  been  thrown  up  by  the 
Americans  on  Breed's  Hill.  Three  floating  batteries  lay  in  Mystic 
River,  near  the  camp ;  and  a  twenty  gun  ship  below  the  feny 
between  Boston  and  Charlestown.  There  was  also  on  the  Bos- 
ton side  of  the  water,  on  Cops,  or  Cope's  Hill,  a  strong  battery, 
which  had  very  much  annoyed  the  provincials  while  in  posses- 
sion of  Breed's  Hill,  and  which  now  served  to  cover  and  strength 
en  the  post  held  by  the  enemy  on  Bunker's  Hill.  The  other  di- 
vision of  the  British  army  wras  deeply  intrenched ,  and  strongly 
fortified  on  Roxbury  Neck.  These  two  divisions  secured  the 
only  avenues  leading  from  the  country  into  the  two  peninsulas 
of  Boston  and  Charlestown ;  and  with  the  facilities  given  by  the 
entire  command  of  the  waters,  could  very  readily  communicate 
with,  and  support  each  other.  They  constituted  the  whole  force 
of  the  enemy,  except  the  light  horse,  and  an  inconsiderable  body 
of  infantry  stationed  in  Boston. 

strength  and       The  American  army  lay  on  both  sides  of  Charles  River.     Its 

disposition  of  "         J 

the  two  armies,  right  occupied  the  high  grounds  about  Roxbury,  from  whence  it 
extended  towards  Dorchester,  and  its  left  was  covered  by  Mystic 
or  Medford  River,  a  space  of  at  least  twelve  miles. 

Intrenchments  were  thrown  up  on  Winter  and  Prospect  Hills, 
something  more  than  a  mile  from  that  division  of  the  enemy 

'    which 
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Which  Jay  on  the  peninsula  of  Chariest  own,  and  in  full  view  of  ^^.iv1 
it.  A.  strong  intrenchment  was  also  thrown  up  at  Sewal's  farm ;  177*. 
in  addition  to  which,  such  intermediate  points  on  the  river  as 
would  admit  of  the  landing  of  troops,  were  occupied  and 
strengthened.  At  Roxbury,  where  General  Thomas  commanded, 
a  strong  work  had  been  erected  on  the  hill,  about  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  meeting  house,  which,  aided  by  the  difficulties  of 
the  ground,  was  relied  on  to  secure  that  pass. 

The  troops  from  New  Hampshire,  with  a  regiment  from  Rhode 
Island,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  somewhat  less  than  two  thou- 
sand men,  occupied  Winter  Hill.  About  a  thousand  men  com- 
manded by  general  Putnam,  being  a  part  of  the  Connecticut  line, 
were  on  Prospect  Hill.  The  residue  of  the  Connecticut  f  roops, 
and  nine  regiments  from  Massachusetts,  making  in  the  whole 
between  four  and  five  thousand  men,  were  stationed  at  Roxbury. 
The  remaining  troops  of  Rhode  Island  were  placed  at  Sewal's 
farm,  and  the  residue  of  the  fdrces  of  Massachusetts  at 
Cambridge,  except  about  seven  hundred  men  who  were  dis- 
persed along  the  coast  in  several  small  towns,  to  prevent  the 
casual  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  the  American  lines  were  extended  over  a  very  conside- 
rable space,  nor  could  they  be  contracted  without  opening  to 
the  enemy  a  communication  with  the  country.  The  Commander 
in  chief  made  no  other  immediate  change  in  the  disposition  of 
the  troops,  than  to  arrange  and  organize  them  more  distinctly. 
Far  this  purpose  the  army  was  thrown  into  three  grand  divisions. 
That  part  of  it  which  lay  about  Roxbury,  constituted  the  right 
wing*   which  was  now  commanded  by  Major  General  Ward : 

k  k  2  those 
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chap.  iv.    i]10Se  troops  about  Mystic,  or  Mcdford  River,  formed  the  left  I 

*774-       which  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Lee, 

who  was  himself  stationed  on  Prospect  Hill :  the  centre  division, 

including  the  reserve,  was  under  the  immediate  command  of 

General  Washington,  whose  head  quarters  were  at  Cambridge. 


Deficiency  of 
the  American* 
in  arms  and  am- 


The  General  found  himself  at  the  head  of  about  fourteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  with  whom  he  had  to  defend  this  ex- 
tensive camp,  and  to  continue  the  blockade  of  the  enemy  on  the 
land  side.  This  force  was  by  no  means  so  considerable  as  the 
common  opinion  made  it,  and  a  variety  of  circumstances  com- 
bined to  render  it  still  less  efficient,  than  from  its  numbers  alone 
might  have  been  expected. 

So  long  had  the  hope  of  avoiding  open  hostilities  been  indul- 
ged, that  the  time  for  making  preparations  to  meet  them  had 
passed  away  unemployed,  and  the  neglect  could  not  be  reme- 
died. No  adequate  supplies  df  military  stores  had  been  procured, 
and  there  was,  really,  but  a  very  inconsiderable  quantity  of  them 
in  the  country.  On  General  Washington's  first  arrival  in  camp, 
he  had  ordered  a  return  of  the  ammunition  to  be  made,  and  the 
report  stated  three  hundred  and  three  barrels  of  powder  to  be  in 
the  stores.  A  few  days  after  this  return,  on  directing  a  fresh 
supply  to  the  troops,  the  alarming  discovery  was  made,  that 
there  were  in  reality  on  hand,  only  nine  thousand,  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds,  not  more  than  sufficient  to  furnish  each 
man  with  nine  cartridges.  This  mistake  in  the  quantity  had 
been  produced  by  a  misapprehension  of  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies (for  the  magazines  were  not  yet  in  the  possession  of  mili- 
tary officers)  who,  instead  of  returning  the  actual  existing  quan- 
tity, 
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tity,  reported  the  whole  which  had  been  originally  furnished  by  chap.  iv. 
the  province,  thereby  including  in  the  estimate  what  had  been  ,774. 
already  expended.  The  utmost  possible  exertions  were  neces- 
sary to  relieve  this  essential  want.  They  were  made  in  every 
direction.  All  the  colonial  governments  and  Committees,  as 
well  as  Congress,  were  applied  to,  and  intrcated  to  send  every 
pound  of  powder,  and  lead  which  could  be  spared.  "  No  quan- 
tity however  small,"  they  were  assured,  "  was  beneath  notice." 
In  the  mean  time  every  saving  was  practised,  and  every  effort 
was  used  to  bring  these  essential  articles  into  the  country.  This 
critical  state  of  things  continued  for  about  a  fortnight,  when  the 
danger  resulting  from  it  was  in  some  degree  diminished  by  the 
arrival  of  a  small  supply  of  powder  sent  from  Elizabeth  Town  in 
New  Jersey.  The  difficulties  to  be  encountered  by  those  who  then 
conducted  the  affairs  of  America,  may  be,  in  some  degree,  con- 
jectured from  a  circumstance  attending  this  transaction.  All  essen- 
tial to  the  general  safety,  as  it  apparently  was,  to  replenish  with 
the  utmost  possible  expedition  the  magazines  of  that  army,  which 
was  encamped  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  committee  of  Eli- 
zabeth Town  were  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting  privately, 
under  other  pretexts,  this  necessary  aid,  lest  the  people  of  the 
neighbourhood  should  seize  and  retain  it  for  their  own  security. 

The  utmost  address  was  used  to  conceal  from  the  enemy  the 
alarming  deficiency  which  has  been  stated  ;  but  when  it  is  re- 
collected in  how  many  various  directions,  and  to  what  various 
authorities  application  for  assistance  was  unavoidably  made,  it 
will  appear  scarcely  possible  that  these  efforts  at  secrecy  could 
have  been  completely  successful.  It  is  more  probable  that  the 
communications  which  must  have  been  made  to  the  British 

general, 
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general,  were  not  credited ;  and  that  he  could  not  persuade  him- 
self to  believe,  that  a  bod}'  of  troops,  circumstanced  as  was  the 
American  army  in  other  respects,  would  be  hardy  enough  to 
maintain  the  position  they  occupied,  if  destitute  of  ammunition. 
He  knew  well  that  the  want  of  powder  must  be  rendered  still 
more  fatal  to  them  by  other  wants  which  could  not  be  relieved. 
That  of  bayonets  was  peculiarly  distressing.  Their  deficiency  in 
this  article  was  very  considerable,  and  was  of  public  notoriety. 

The  people  of  New  England  were  incomparably  better  armed 
than  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  continent ;  but  even  among 
them  this  important  weapon  was  very  far  from  being  common, 
and  the  government  had  not  yet  even  attempted  to  lay  up  maga- 
zines of  arms  to  be  delivered  to  their  soldiers.  The  army%  was 
also  in  such  need  of  tents,  as  to  be  unavoidably  lodged  in  bar- 
racks, instead  of  encamping  in  the  open  field,  a  circumstance  ex- 
tremely unfavourable  to  any  sudden  collection  of  its  force,  and 
not  less  unfavourable  to  health  and  discipline. 

As  the  troops  had  been  raised,  not  by  Congress,  but  by  the 
colonial  governments,  each  of  which  had  a  different  establish- 
ment, no  uniformity  existed  among  the  regiments.  In  Massa- 
chusetts the  men  had  chosen  their  officers,  and  felt  no  inferiority 
to  them.  Animated  with  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  collected  for 
its  defence,  they  were  not  immediately  sensible  of  the  impor- 
tance of  discipline,  nor  could  they,  in  an  instant,  be  subjected  to 
its  rules.  The  army  was  consequently  fotfhd  in  a  state  of  almost 
entire  disorganization ;  and  the  difficulty  of  establishing  the  ne- 
cessary principles  of  order  and  subordination,  always  considerable 
among  raw  troops,  was  greatly  increased  by  the  short  terms  for 

which 
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which  enlistments  had  been  made.    The  time  of  service  of  many,    c?^'™j 
was  to  expire  in  November,  and  none  were  engaged  to  continue       *774- 
longer  than  the  last  of  December.     The  early  orders  issued  by 
thq  General  evidence  a  loose  and  un military  state  of  things,  even 
surpassing  what  might  reasonably  be  inferred  from  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  war  was  commenced. 

An  additional  inconvenience,  derived  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  army  had  been  brought  together,  and  the  mingling  of 
congressional  and  colonial  authorities,  was  thus  stated  by  General 
Washington  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Congress :  "  I  should  be 
extremely  deficient  in  gratitude  as  well  as  justice,  if  I  did  not 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  readiness  and  at- 
tention which  the  Congress  and  different  committees  have  shewn 
to  make  every  thing  as  convenient  and  agreeable  as  possible :  but 
there  is  a  vital  and  inherent  principle  of  delay,  incompatible  writh 
military  service,  in  transacting  business  through  such  various 
and  different  channels  *.  I  esteem  it  my  duty  therefore  to  repre- 
sent the  inconvenience  that  must  unavoidably  ensue,  from  a  de- 
pendence on  a  number  of  persons  for  supplies,  and  submit  it  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  the  public  service  will 
jrot  be  best  promoted  by  appointing  a  Commissary-General  for 
the  purpose  f/* 

To  the  many  other  wants  of  the  army,  was  added  that  of 
cloaths,  a  supply  of  which  had  been  rendered  much  more  diffi- 


•  The  general  was  under  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  a  direct  correspondence, 
not  only  with  the  several  colonial  governments,  but  with  the  committees  of  all  the 
important  towns,  and  some  inferior  places. 

t  Is  it  not  strange  that  an  army  should  have  been  formed  without  such  an  officer  ? 

cult 
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chap.  iv.    cult  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been  by  the  non-importation 
1774.       agreement  which  had   preceded   the   commencement  of  hos- 
tilities. 

Their  operations  were  greatly  affected  too,  by  the  total  want 
of  engineers,  in  addition  to  which,  they  were  very  insufficiently 
furnished  with  working  tools. 

To  increase  the  derangements,  already  so  considerable,  the 
appointment  of  general  officers  made  by  Congress,  gave  great 
dissatisfaction,  and  determined  several  of  those  who  thought 
themselves  injured,  to  retire  from  the  service. 

These  disadvantages  deducted  essentially  from  the  efficiency 
the  American  force ;  but  under  all  of  them,  the  general  observed 
with  pleasure,  "  the  materials  for  a  good  army/*  There  were 
"  a  great  number  of  men,  able  bodied,  active,  zealous  in  the 
cause,  and  of  unquestionable  courage."  Possessed  of  these  ma- 
terials, he  employed  himself  incessantly  and  indefatigably  in  so 
organizing,  as  to  render  them  serviceable  The  army  was  ar- 
%  ranged  in  divisions  and  brigades ;  even  this  regulation  had  not 
yet  been  made  ;  and  Congress  was  urged  to  the  appointment  of  a 
pay-master,  quarter-master  general  and  such  other  general  staff, 
as  are  indispensable  in  the  structure  of  a  regular  military  esta- 
blishment, but  had  yet  been  omitted. 

About  this  time  General  Gage  received  a  small  reinforcement 
from  New  York,  after  which  his  whole  number,  including  the 
American  loyalists,  was  computed  at  something  less  than  eight 
thousand  men. 

The 
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^Fl^'   stations  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  the  most  prompt  in- 
w+       telligeijce  of  any  movement  which  might  be  discovered. 

The  two  armies  continued  to  work  on  their  fortifications  with* 
out  seriously  molesting  each  other.  Slight  skirmishes  occasion* 
ally  happened,  in  which  very  little  execution  was  done ;  and  al- 
though the  Americans  made  some  advances  towards  the  enemy* 
no  attempt  was  made  to  dislodge  them. 

This  state  of  apparent  inactivity  was  ill  suited  to  the  enterpri- 
•    zing  temper  of  the  Commander  in  chief,  and  was  very  reluctantly 
submitted  to.     The  situation  of  America  appeared  to  him  to  re~ 
quire  great  efforts  to  destroy  totally  the  army  now  in  Boston,  be- 
fore it  should  be  strengthened  by  the  reinforcements  which  might 
be  expected  in  the  ensuing  spring.     Such  an  event  he  persuaded 
himself  would  decide  the  contest.     It  would  give  to  the  British 
nation  and  minister  such  evidence  of  the  vigour,  and  determina- 
tion of  the  colonies,  as  would  induce  them  to  desist  from  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  war ;  while  it  would  encourage  and 
unite  all  America  in  the  common  cause.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  measure  should  not  be  adopted,  the  affairs  of  the  united  co- 
lonies appeared  to  him  to  wear  a  very  serious  aspect    A  ven 
powerful  armament  would  certainly  arrive  in  the  spring,  and  th 
duration  of  the  war  could  not  be  calculated*     He  perceived  wit 
pain  the  immense  expences  unavoidably  incurred,  the  amount 
which  could  not  be  diminished  ;  and  seeing  no  solid  rev6nues 
support  them,  he  was  extremely  apprehensive  that  the  finan 
of  his  country  must  sink  under  such  a  burden.     He  reflected  t 
that  his  present  army  must  soon  dissolve,  and  he  could  not  1 
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C\?*^JZj'    t^iese  plundering  parties,  required  a  degree  of  exertion  and  activi- 
»774-       ty,  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sea  coast,  which  they 
soon  found  extremely  harrassing  ;  and  the  governors  of  the  dif- 
ferent colonies  were  urgent  that  detachments  from  the  main  army 
should  be  ordered  to  protect  them  from  these  predatory  incur- 
sions. Although  it  was  impossible  to  spare  the  troops  demanded ; 
yet  the  refusal  to  comply  writh  these  requests,  occasioned  no  in- 
considerable degree  of  irritation.     So  difficult  is  it  for  those  who 
view  only  a  part  of  a  system,  to  judge  rightly  of  the  whole ;  and 
so  certain  is  it  that  the  great  plans  formed  for  the  general  safety 
must  be  deranged,  if  partial  interferences  be  permitted.     These 
demands  of  particular  protection  were  so  importunate,  and  the 
unavoidable  refusal  to  comply  wdtli  them  was  so  ill  received,  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary  by  Congress,  to  pass  a  resolution,  de- 
claring that  the  army  before  Boston  was  designed  only  to  oppose 
the  enemy  at  that  place,  and  ought  not  to  be  weakened  by  de- 
tachments for  the  security  of  other  parts  of  the  country.     At 
Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  the  committee  sought  to  secure  the 
towrn  by  entering  into  a  compromise  with  Captain  Wallace,  who 
commanded  the  ships  of  war  on  that  station,  in  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  he  should  be  furnished  with  provisions,  on  con- 
dition of  his  sparing  the  town,  and  committing  no  depredations 
on  the  country.     This  compromise  while  it  secured  those  who 
had  entered  into  it,  interfered  with  the  general  plan  of  distres- 
sing the  enemy,  by  withholding  from  them  all  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, and  set  an  example  which  it  was  feared  would  be  fol- 
lowed to  a  most  pernicious  extent. 

Although,  afterwards,  the  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  other  colonies,  passed  an  act  for  inflicting  capital 

punishment 
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cv^^-  taining  these  articles  on  continental  account,  but  recoimaended 
'774.  it  to  the  state  conventions,  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power  tQ 
effect  the  same  object.  These  exertions  were  not  entirely  un- 
successful. They  had  the  address  to  purchase  all  the  powder  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  even  within  the  British  forts,  without  attract- 
ing notice ;  and  they  seized  the  magazine  in  the  island  of  Ber- 
mudas, the  inhabitants  of  which  were  well  disposed  to,  favou* 
the  attempt,  and  were  restrained  only  by  their  inability  to  act 
efficiently,  and  by  the  insecurity  of  their  situation  from  making 
one  common  cause  with  the  continental  colonies.  They  algo. 
made  great  exertions  towards  the  internal  manufacture  of  gun- 
powder, and  the  obtaining  \yi£hin,  themselves,  saltpetre  and  sul- 
phur, the  principal  materials  in  the  composition  of  that  all-im- 
portant article.  All  these  measures  however,  could  not  affprd; 
adequate  supplies,  and  the  danger  resulting  from  the  want  of 
an  article  so  vitally  essential  in  war,  still  continued  to  be  very 
great. 

The  importance  of  a  maritime  force  tQ  the  military  operation*, 
of  a  country  possessing  an  immense  extent  of  sea  coast,  must  al- 
ways be  felt  very  sensibly ;  and  the  particular  attention  of  the 
united  colonies  was,  in  a  very  early  period  of  the  contest,  di- 
rected more  immediately  to  this  interesting  object,  by  an  event 
not  very  unusual  in  the  period  of  hostilities,  but  which,  at  the 
time,  excited  no  small  degree  of  resentment. 

Orders  had  been  issued  In  his  Majesty's  name  to  the  command- 
ers of  his  ships  of  war,  to  proceed,  as  in  the  case  of  actual  re- 
bellion, against  their  sea  port  towns  and  places,  which  were  ac- 
cessible 
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cessible  to  the  king's  ships,  and  in  which  any  troops  should  be    chap  iv. 
raised  or  military  works  erected.  177+ 

The  town  of  Falmouth,  a  flourishing  village  on  the  sea  side 
of  Massachussetts,  having  given  some  particular  offence,  its  de- 
struction was  determined  on,  and,  under  colour  of  these  orders, 
a  small  naval  force  commanded  by  Captain  Mowat,  was  detached 
for  that  purpose.  On  his  arrival,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  17  th,  he  gave  notice  that  he  was  directed  to  burn 
every  sea  port  town  between  Boston  and  Halifax ;  and  that,  as 
a  favour  to  Falmouth,  he  had  obtained  permission  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  his  orders  till  the  next  morning,  provided  they 
would  send  him  eight  of  their  small  arms.  This  proposition  was 
acceded  to,  and  the  next  day  the  committee  of  the  place  waited 
on  him  to  endeavour  to  save  their  town.  He  offered  to  wait  for 
further  orders  from  his  admiral,  provided  they  would  deliver  up 
all  their  arms  of  every  sort,  with  all  their  ammunition,  and  four 
of  their  citizens,  as  hostages* 

This  extraordinary  demand  not  being  complied  with,  a  furi-  Falmouth 
ous  cannonade  and  bombardment  was  commenced,  by  which 
the  town  was  reduced  to  ashes.  An  attempt  was  t|ien  made  to 
penetrate  into  the  country,  but  the  militia  and  minute  men,  ra- 
ther irritated  than  intimated  by  this  wanton  act  of  unavailing  de- 
vastation, drove  the  party  which  had  landed  back  to  their  ships, 
with  loss. 

This  measure  was  very  strongly  reprobated  throughout  Ame- 
rica, and  was  a  mean  of  stimulating  the  attention  of  the  united 
colonies   to   their  marine,  and  hastening  their  preparations  for 

retaliating 


burned. 
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^^JJ*  retaliating  injuries  sustained  at  sea,  as  far  as  might  be  in  their 
1774  power.  It  was  one  immediate  motive  with  the  convention  of 
Massachusetts,  for  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
was  assigned  by  Congress,  in  addition  to  the  capture  of  Ameri- 
can merchantmen  on  the  high  seas,  as  an  inducement  for  fitting 
out  some  ships  of  war,  to  man  which  they  directed  two  batta- 
lions of  marines  to  be  recruited,  and  articles  of  war  were  framed 
for  the  government  of  their  little  navy, 

succewofthe       Though   general   letters   of   reprisal   were   not  immediately 

American  crui-  °        «  *■  * 

""•  granted  by  Congress  to  their  continental  cruisers,   a  measure  of 

equal  efficacy,  but  less  hostile  in  appearance,  was  adopted. 
Their  ships  of  war  were  authorized  to  capture  all  vessels  cm- 
ployed  in  giving  assistance  to  the  enemy  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, and  no  capture  could  be  made  which  might  not  be  con- 
strued to  come  within  the  terms  used  in  their  resolution.  At 
the  repeated  and  pressing  instances  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
they  also  established  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  prizes,  and 
adopted  for  their  government  the  general  principles  of  national 
law.  A  few  small  cruisers  had  been  already  fitted  out  under  the 
authority,  and  by  the  directions  of  General  Washington,  and 
the  coast  soon  swarmed  with  the  privateers  of  New  England. 
These  naval  exertions  were  attended  with  the  most  valuable  con- 
sequences. Many  captures  were  made,  and  very  important  sup- 
plies of  ammunition,  without  which  it  would  have  been  scarcely 
possible  to  have  maintained  the  blockade  of  Boston,  were  thus 
obtained.  The  cruisers  of  Massachusetts  were  particularly  suc- 
cessful ;  and  the  enemy,  who  seem  to  have  been  under  no  appre- 
hension of  an  attack  on  what  was  deemed  their  peculiar  element, 

smarted 
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smarted  very  severely  under  these  first  essays  of  the  colonists  in   <^\^ 
maritime  war.  w- 

Captain  Manly  of  the  Lee  privateer,  was  remarkably  active 
and  fortunate.  He  made  many  very  valuable  captures  of  vessels 
laden  with  military  stores,  the  most  important  and  acceptable  of 
which,  was  a  large  ordnance  ship,  having  on  board  a  very  con- 
siderable cargo  of  arms  and  ammunition,  with  a  compleat  assort- 
ment of  such  working  tools,  utensils  and  machines  as  were  most 
needed  in  the  American  camp. 

In  addition  to  those  prizes  which  contributed  to  relieve  the 
most  urgent  wants  of  the  provincial  army,  several  were  made 
which  very  much  increased  the  distress  of  the  British  troops., 
The  extreme  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining  adequate 
supplies  of  fresh  provisions,  vegetables,  and  fuel,  in  America, 
had  determined  the  English  government  to  furnish  their  army  in 
Boston  with  those  necessary  .articles  from  Europe.  After  they  Dfctms  of  the 
had  been  purchased  and  shipped  at  a  very  enormous  price,  the  of  fmh  pmK 
vessels  containing  them  were  so  long  tossed  about  by  contrary 
winds,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  live  stock  perished,  most 
of  the  vegetables  were  destroyed  by  fermentation,  and  when  the 
scattered  fleet,  laden  with  what  remained  of  this*  cargo  reached 
the  American  coast,  very  many  of  the  ships  were  taken  by  the 
continental  and  provincial  cruisers.  The  miscarriages  of  sup* 
plies,  which  were  so  much  needed  in  Boston,  essentially  affected 
the  army  in  that  place*. 


*  Belsham. 

vol,,  ii.  Mm  The 
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C^^'  r*^ie  *stress  produced  in  the  West  Indies  by  the  unexpected 
>774-  prohibition  to  export  provisions  from  the  United  Colonies  ocean* 
sioned  an  application  from  the  island  of  Bermudas,  representing 
their  favourable  dispositions  towards  the  American  cause,  and 
their  present  sufferings,  in  consequence  of  thfc  entire  cessation 
of  all  intercourse  between  them.  On  considering  this  memorial, 
it  was  determined  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  for  the 
support  of  that  island  might  be  exported  to  it,  to  be  paid  for  not 
xonly  in  arms,  ammunition,  saltpetre,  or  sulphur,  but  likewise 
in  salt,  an  article  abounding  in  Bermudas,  and  the  want  vf 
which  began  to  be  very  severely  felt  in  North  America.  The 
quantity  of  provisions  to  be  exported  was  apportioned  among 
the  middle  and  southern  states,  including  New  York ;  and  the 
respective  conventions  or  committees  of  safety  were  requested 
to  licence  and  superintend  the  loading  of  vessels  engaged  in  thiB 
commerce. 

Although  the  British  army  had  as  yet  manifested  no  intention 
to  evacuate  Boston,  fears  were  continually  entertained  concern* 
ing  the  colony  of  New  York.  Mr.  Tryon,  who  was  very  po- 
pular in  that  province,  and  who  had  been  sometime  before  re- 
moved from  it  to  the  government  of  North  Carolina,  had  been 
lately  recalled  and  appointed  governor  of  New  York,  where  hi* 
utmost  influence  and  address  were  employed  in  detaching  the 
colony  from  the  union.     His  exertions  were  seconded  *  by  the 


*  Governor  Tryon  derived  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  aid  from  the  press  of 
Mr.  Rivington,  which  was  now  devoted  to  the  royal  cause.  Its  influence  was  be- 
lieved to  be  so  pernicious,  that  Captain  Sear,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  horsemen 
from  Connecticut,  armed  with  muskets,  entered  the  town,  broke  up  his  press,  and 
carried  off  his  type. 

Asia 
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CHAP\^   nued  to  carry  on  his  intrigues  with  nearly  as  much  advantage 
»774.       as  while  on  shore. 

This  temper  manifested  by  New  York  excited  serious  fears  re- 
specting the  highlands  on  the  Hudson,  a  post  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  convention, 
who  applied  to  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  transmitted  a  plan 
of  the  works  proposed  to  be  there  erected  for  the  defence  of  the 
river.  Congress  warmly  recommended  a  prosecution  of  this 
plan,  and  determined  on  establishing  a  continental  post  in  the 
highlands,  for  the  garrisoning  of  which  measures  were  immediate- 
ly taken.  Two  regiments  were  directed  to  be  raised  by  New 
Jersey,  on  continental  establishment,  to  serve  for  one  yea.*,  and 
a  detachment  from  these  troops  was  ordered  to  the  Hudson. 
Those  not  ordered  to  the  highlands  were  directed  to  approach 
New  York,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  giving  confidence  to 
their  friends  in  that  place. 

But  the  subject  which,  next  to  the  supply  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, most  interested  the  American  government,  was  the  fe- 
inlistment  of  the  army  before  Boston. 

Difficulty  of         The  early  attention  of  Congress  to  this  essential  object  had 
ariny.  been  most  earnestly  solicited  by  General  Washington ;  and,   on 

the  29th  of  September,  a  committee  had  been  appointed,  with 
directions  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  there  to  consult 
with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  with  the  chief  magistrates  of 
Ne^  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts,  "  on  the  most  effectual  method  of  conti- 
nuing, supporting,  and  regulating  a  continental  army."     On  the 

return 
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c"£^\[^  arms,  a  practice  at  all  times  inconvenient,  as  they  will  be  of 
*77*  different  caliber ;  yet  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  retain  at  a  va- 
luation for  the  new  army  those  belonging  to  men  who  would 
not  re-enlist.  The  government  being  entirely  unprovided  with 
blankets,  two  dollars  were  offered  to  every  person  who  would 
bring  with  him  an  article  so  necessary- in  a  winter  campaign; 
and  as  no  regimentals  had  been  procured  for  the  troops,  va- 
rious coloured  cloaths  were  purchased  to  be  delivered  to 
them,  and  the  price  deducted  from  their  pay.  But  no  regula- 
tion was  more  extraordinary,  or  evinced  more  strongly  the  pub- 
lic necessity,  than  that  which  required  the  soldiers  to  find  their 
own  arms,  or  to  pay  six^  shillings  for  the  .use  of  arms  furnished 
by  the  Congress  for  the  campaign. 

So  soon  as  the  arrangements  had  been  made  .by  the  commit- 
tee, and  before  they  had  been  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of 
Congress,  General  Washington  proceeded  to  take  the  prepara- 
tory steps  towards  carrying  them  into  operation.  In  his  general 
orders,  he  required  that  all  officers,  who  intended  to  decline  the 
further  service  of  their  country,  and  to  retire  from  the  army  at 
the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which  they  were  at  present  en- 
gaged, should  signify  their  intentions  in  writing  to  their  respec- 
tive colonels,  to  be  communicated  to  the  General  by  the  officers 
commanding  brigades.  "  Those  brave  men  and  true  patriots, 
who  resolved  to  continue  to  serve  and  defend  their  brethren, 
privileges,  and  property/*  were  also  requested  to  signify  their 
intentions  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  consider  themselves  en- 
gaged to  the  last  day  of  December,  1776,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  Congress. 

But 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  271 

fiuft  the  high  spirit; :  and  enthusiastic  ardour  which  had  2^3* 
brought  such  numbefrs  into  the  field  after  the  battle  of  Lexing-  w* 
torij  was  already  beginning  to  dissipate,  and  all  the  alacrity  for 
the  service,  which  had  been  expected,  was  not  displayed.  Many 
were  unwilling  to  continue  in  it,  and  others  •  annexed  special 
conditions  to  their  further  engagement.  Very  many  insisted  on 
stipulating  for  leave  to  visit  their  families  at  the  expiration  of 
their  present  term  of  service,  and  others  suspending  all  decision, 
neither  gave  in  their  names  to  retire  from  the  army  nor  to  con- 
tinue in  it. 

The  nature  of  the  case!  not  admitting  delay,  the  General  Re- 
peated his  orders,   with  the  additiofi,  that  the  declaration  must 
be  explicit  arid  not  conditional.      "  The  times,"   he  added, 
u  and  the  itopoitalrtee  of  the  great  Cause  we  are  engaged  in, 
allow  no  rooni  fot  hesitation  and  delay.     When  life,   liberty, 
and  property  are  at  stake ;  when  oar  country  is  in  danger  of 
Ibtitag  a  melancholy  scene  of  bloodshed  and  desolation;  when 
our  towns  arfe  laid  in  ashes,   and  innocent  women  and  children 
driven  from  their  peaceful  habitations,  exposed  to  the  rigour  of 
an  inclement  season,  to  depend,  perhaps,  on  the  hand  of  charity 
for  support ;  when  calamities  like  these  are  staring  us  in  the 
face;  afid  a  brutal,   siavfcge  ehettiy  (motfe  so  than  was  ever  yet 
found  in  a  civilized  nation)  are  threatening  us,  and  every  thing 
we  hold  dear,  with  destruction  from  foreign  troops;  it  little 
becomes  the  chkfocfet  of  a'  sdldier  to  shrink  from  danger,  and 
condition  for  new  tettrts.     It  is  the  General's  intention  to  in* 
dulge  both  officers  and  soldiers  who  compose  the  new  army 
with  furloughs  for  a  reasonable  time  ;  but  this  must  be  done  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  injure  the  service,  or  weaken  the  army 

too 
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^^^-  too  much  at  once."  In  this  state  of  things,  several  officers,  sup- 
*77*  posing  that  commissions  and  rank  might  depend  on  recruiting 
men,  began,  without  permission,  to  enlist  soldiers  to  serve  par- 
ticularly under  them.  This  practice  it  was  necessary  to  stop.  All 
further  enlistments,  under  particular  officers,  were  forbidden 
till  directions  to  that  effect  should  be  given.  "  Commissions  in 
the  army/*  say  the  orders,  "  are  not  intended  for  those  who 
can  raise  the  most  men,  but  for  such  gentlemen  who  are  most 
likely  to  deserve  them.  The  General  would  not  have  it  even 
supposed,  nor  our  enemies  encouraged  to  believe,  that  there  is  a 
man  in  this  army  (except  a  few  under  particular  circumstances) 
who  will  require  to  be  twice  asked  to  do  what  his  honour,  his 
personal  liberty,  the  welfare  of  his  country,  and  the  safety  of  his 
family,  so  loudly  demand  of  him.  When  motives  powerful  as 
these  conspire  to  call  men  into  service,  and  when  that  service 
is  rewarded  with  higher  pay  than  private  soldiers  ever  yet  re- 
ceived in  any  former  war,  the  General  cannot,  nor  will  not,  un- 
til convinced  to  the  contrary,  harbour  so  despicable  an  opinion 
of  their  understanding,  and  their  zeal  for  the  cause,  as  to  believe 
they  will  desert  it." 

The  troops  were  also  assured,  that  cloaths,   on  reasonable 
terms,   were  prepared  "  for  those  brave  soldiers  who  intended 
to  continue  in  the  service  another  year/* 
• 

Notwithstanding  these  exhortations,  a  disinclination  to  make 
further  engagements,  especially  without  knowing  the  officers  by 
whom  they  were  to  be  commanded,  continued  to  be  manifested 
by  the  privates. 

At 
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At  length,  with  much  labour,  the  officers  were  arranged ;  chap.  iv. 
immediately  after  which  recruiting  orders  were  issued.  After  1774. 
stating  the  terms  of  enlistment,  and  promising  leave  of  absence 
for  a  reasonable  time  during  the  winter,  which,  however  incon- 
venient, was  an  indulgence  found  to  be  indispensable,  the 
General  directed  the  officers,  "  to  be  careful  not  to  enlist  any 
person  suspected  of  being  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
or.  any  abandoned  vagabonds,  to  whom  all  causes  and  countries 
are  equal,  and  alike  indifferent.  The  rights  of  mankind  and  the 
freedom  of  America  would  have  numbers  sufficient  to  support 
them,  without  resorting  to  such  wretched  assistance.  Let  those 
who  wish  to  put  shackles  upon  freemen  fill  their  ranks  with, 
and  place  their  confidence  in,  such  miscreants." 

But  the  sufferings  of  the  army  for  fuel  *,  cloaths,  and  even 
provisions,  had  been  great ;  and  the  new  regiments  did  not  fill 
with  that  rapidity  which  had  been  expected.  Finding  this, 
one  officer  from  each  company  was  employed  to  recruit  in  the 
country;  but  the  progress  made  was  not  such  as  the  public 
exigences  demanded.     The  army  was  dissolving  by  the  expira- 


•  Mr.  Gordon  thus  states  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  government  of  Massachu- 
setts, which  was  expressed  on  this  occasion  by  General  Lee,  who  attributed  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  army  to  their  parsimony.  The  assembly  was  far  from  giving  satis- 
faction to  General  Lee,  who,  about  the  middle  of  November,  pronounced  them 
"  benumbed  in  a  fixed  state  of  torpidncss  without  the  symptoms  of  animation,  un- 
less the  apprehensions  of  rendering  themselves  unpopular  among  their  particular 
constituents  by  an  act  of  vigor  for  the  public  service,  deserve  the  name  of  anima- 
tion. He  charged  them  with  inconsistent  and  timid  conduct,  and  ascribed  it  to 
their  torpor,  narrow  politics,  or  call  it  what  you  will,  that  the  army  had  been  re" 
duced  to  very  great  distress." 

vol.  11.  n  n  tion 
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chap.  iv.  tion  of  the  time  for  which  it  had  been  enlisted,  and  men  in 
1774-  sufficient  number  were  not  yet  obtained  to  take  the  places  of 
those  who,  having  performed  stipulated  duty,  insisted  on  re- 
turning home.  The  impatience  to  revisit  their  friends,  disco- 
vered by  the  soldiers  entitled  to  a  discharge,  was  so  extreme  and 
ungovernable,  as  to  overcome  all  their  solicitude  for  keeping 
the  enemy  in  a  state  of  blockade ;  and  many  of  them  could  not 
be  detained  in  camp  even  for  ten  days,  at  the  end  of  which  pe- 
riod was  expected  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  militia  who  had 
been  ordered  to  supply  their  places ;  nor  was  it  without  great 
difficulty,  and  some  degree  of  violence,  that  any  of  them  were 
prevailed  on  to  remain  for  that  time.  This  fact,  however,  did 
not  sufficiently  impress  on  the  governments  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, that  it  was  possible  to  rely  too  much  on  individual  pa- 
triotism ;  and  that  the  American  cause,  if  defended  entirely  by 
temporary  armies,  must  be  often  exposed  to  the  most  imminent 
hazard. 

Perceiving  the  very  great  difficulty  experienced  in  recruiting 
the  army,  and  alarmed  at  a  circumstance  which  wore  so  serious 
an  aspect,  the  General  recommended,  in  very  earnest  terms  to 
Congress,  to  try  the  effect  of  a  bounty ;  but  this  proposition 
was  not  acceded  to  till  late  in  January  following ;  and  on  the 
last  day  of  December,  when  all  the  old  troops  not  engaged  on 
the  new  establishments  were  disbanded,  only  nine  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty  men  had  been  enlisted  for  the  army  of 
1776,  many  of  whom  were  unavoidably  permitted  to  be  absent 
on  furlough.  Their  numbers,  however,  were  considerably  aug- 
mented during  the  winter ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  militia 
cheerfully  complied  with  the  requisitions  made  on  them. 

The 
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°v!£^w  public  caprice.  The  real  difficulties  under  which  he  laboured 
>774.  were  not  generally  known.  His  numbers  were  greatly  exaggerat- 
ed, and  his  means  for  carrying  on  offensive  operations  very  much 
magnified.  The  expulsion  of  the  British  army  from  Boston,  had 
been  long  since  anticipated  by  many,  and  there  were  not  want- 
ing those  who  endeavoured  to  spread  discontent,  by  insinuating 
that  he  was  desirous  of  prolonging  the  war,  in  order  to  continue 
his  own  importance.  To  these  symptoms  of  impatience  and 
discontent,  and  to  the  consequences  they  might  produce,  he 
could  not  be  entirely  insensible ;  but  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
silenCe  such  complaints  by  disclosing  to  the  world  his  real  situa- 
tion. His  views  still  continued  to  be  directed  towards  Boston  ; 
and  Congress,  to  whom  the  result  of  the  former  council  on 
this  subject  had  been  communicated,  having  manifested  a  dispo- 
sition favourable  towards  an  attempt  on  that  place,  the  general 
officers  had  been  again  assembled,  and  had  again  advised  unani- 
mously against  the  measure.  It  seems  to  have  been  understood 
that  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  town  might  embarrass  the  mea- 
sures of  the  army.  Congress,  therefore,  who  still  inclined  to 
favour  the  enterprize,  came  to  a  resolution,  "  that  if  General 
Washington  and  his  council  of  war  should  be  of  opinion  that  a 
successful  attack  might  be  made  on  the  troops  in  Boston,  he 
should  make  it  in  any  manner  he  might  think  expedient,  not- 
withstanding the  town,  and  property  in  it  might  be  thereby 
destroyed/' 

Whilst  waiting  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  execute  this 
bold  plan,  the  American  General  availed  himself  of  the  occa- 
sional aids  received  from  the  militia,  to  advance  on  the  enemy 
by  taking  positions   which  would  annoy  them  for  the  present, 

and 
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and  would  favour  his  ulterior  operations.  Plowed  Hill,  Cobble  chap.  iv. 
Hill,  and  Lechmere's  Point,  were  successively  occupied  and  for-  i774. 
tified,  by  which  his  approaches  were  carried  within  half  a  mile 
of  their  works  on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  their  floating  batteries 
could  no  longer  maintain  the  stations  they  had  originally  chosen. 
Floating  batteries  were  also  constructed  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  would  unquestionably  have  aided  either  offensive  or 
defensive  operations. 

Hitherto  the  war,  though  carried  on  with  the  utmost  activity 
of  which  the  means  possessed  by  America  would  admit,  had  for 
its  professed  object,  only  a  redress  of  grievances.  The  lan- 
guage, that  it  was  a  war  only  against  a  corrupt  administration 
was  carefully  kept  up,  and  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown  was, 
as  yet,  every  where  avowed.  The  progress  however  of  the  pub- 
lic mind  towards  independence,  though  slow,  was  certain ;  and 
measures  were  necessarily  taken  apparently  tending  to  that  ob- 
ject. Among  these  was  the  act  establishing  temporary  govern- 
ments, in  place  of  that  revolutionary  system  which  followed  those 
they  had  suspended. 

*  The  first  application  on  the  subject  was  made  by  Massachu- 
setts, after  which,  several  of  the  colonies,  being  without  any 
other  than  a  revolutionary  government,  applied  to  Congress  for 
advice  on  the  system  to  be  adopted  for  conducting  their  affairs. 
These  applications  could  not  fail  to  draw  forth  the  sentiments  of 
the  different  members  on  the  very  interesting  question  of  separat- 
ing entirely  from  the  mother  country,  or  endeavouring  still  to 
retain  the  connection  which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  them. 
Those  who  wished  to  lead  the  public  opinion  to  the  independ- 
ence 
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^f^;  encc  of  the  colonies,  were  of  course  desirous  of  establishing' 
J774.  immediately,  in  each  province,  a  regular  government  entirely 
competent  to  the  administration  of  its  affairs  ;  whilst  those  who 
were  hostile  to  such  an  event,  were  opposed  to  any  measure, 
which  might  either  dispose  the  colonists  towards  it,  or  strengthen 
the  opinion  in  Great  Britain  that  it  was  the  real  object  of  those 
who  had  opposed  the  Legislative  supremacy  claimed  by  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  not  without  much  opposition  that  a  resolution  was 
obtained  in  the  case  of  New  Hampshire,  which  formed  a  prece- 
dent for  others  of  the  same  nature,  recommending  it  to  the  pro- 
vincial convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the 
people,  who  should  establish  such  form  of  government,  as,  in 
theirjudgment,  would  best  produce  the  general  happiness,  and 
most  effectually  secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  colony  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  present  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 
Without  this  last  clause,  which  still  maintained  the  appearance 
of  preserving  the  ancient  connection  with  the  parent  state,  the 
recommendation  would  not  have  been  made.  About  the  same 
time  it  was  also  declared  that  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America,  for  any  colony,  separately 
to  petition  the  King,  or  either  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Having  taken  under  their  consideration  a  proclamation  declar- 
ing certain  persons  in  the  colonies  to  have  forgotten  their  allegi- 
ance, and  to  be  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion ;  and  threatening 
with  punishment  those  who  should  be  found  carrying  on  corres- 
pondence with  those  in  rebellion,  they  declared,  "  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  these  united  colonies,  and  by  authority  accord- 
ing to  the  purest  maxims  of  representation  derived  from  them, 
that  whatever  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  upon  any  persons  in 

the 
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the  power  of  their  enemies,  for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting  chap.  iv. 
the  cause  of  American  liberty,  shall  be  retaliated  in  the  same  ,774. 
kind,  and  in  the  same  degree,  upon  those  in  their  power,  who 
have  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  shall  favour,  aid,  or  abet 
the  system  of  ministerial  oppression."  The  essential  difference 
say  they,  "  betyveen  our  cause  and  that  of  our  enemies,  might 
justify  a  severer  punishment ;  the  law  of  retaliation  will  un- 
questionably warrant  one  equally  severe." 

The  British  army  under  General  Howe,  who,  on  the  recal  of 
General  Gage,  in  October,  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  it, 
still  remained  inactive  in  Boston,  and  was  still  closely  blocked 
up  on  the  land  side  by  the  Americans.  The  history  of  this  win- 
ter campaign,  is  a  history  of  continuing  and  successive  struggles 
on  the  part  of  the  American  General,  under  the  vexations  and 
difficulties  imposed  by  the  want  of  arms>  ammunition,  and  per- 
manent troops,  on  a  person  in  an  uncommon  degree  solicitous  to 
prove  himself,  by  some  grand  and  useful  achievement,  worthy  of 
the  high  station  to  which  the  voice  of  his  country  had  called 
him. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  attack  on  Boston,  he  considered  177$. 
as  in  some  degree,  manifesting  the  wishes  of  Congress  on  that 
subject ;  and  he  assured  the  president  that  an  attempt  would  be 
made  to  put  it  in  execution,  the  first  moment  lie  should  perceive 
a  probability  of  success.  If  this  should  not  be  as  soon  as  might 
be  expected  or  wished,  he  prayed  that  his  situation  might  be  at- 
tended to,  and  that  Congress  would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe 
that  circumstances,  not  inclination  on  his  part,  occasioned  the 
delay.  "  It  is  not  "  says  he,"  in  the  pages  of  history  to  fur- 
nish 
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chap,  iv.  nish  a  case  like  ours.  To  maintain  a  post  within  musket  shot  of 
1775.  the  enemy  for  six  months  together  without  ammunition,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  disband  one  army,  and  recruit  another,  within 
that  distance,  of  twenty  odd  British  regiments,  is  more  than, 
probably,  ever  was  attempted.  But  if  we  succeed  as  well  in 
the  latter  as  we  have  hitherto  done  in  the  former,  I  shall  think 
it  the  most  fortunate  event  of  my  whole  life." 

The  want  of  ammunition  was  not  the  only  alarming  difficulty 
to  be  encountered.  The  condition  of  the  troops  in  respect  to 
arms,  was  almost  equally  critical.  The  soldiers  composing  the 
first  army,  had,  generally,  brought  with  them  into  the  field 
their  own  fire-arms.  Indifferent  as  these  were,  it  was  necessary 
to  retain,  at  least,  as  many  of  them  as  were  in  any  degree  fit 
for  use.  To  effect  this,  inspectors  were  appointed  to  examine 
them,  and  fix  their  value,  and  notice  was  given  that  two  months 
pay  should  be  stopped  from  every  soldier  who  should  leave  the 
camp  without  this  previous  examination  of  his  arms,  and  with- 
out giving  up  such  as  should  be  deemed  fit  for  use.  The  arms 
were  either  so  generally  useless,  or,  notwithstanding  these  pre- 
cautions, were  so  generally  carried  off,  that  only  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty  muskets  were  retained ;  and  thus,  this  source 
of  supply,  bad  gs  it  was,  did  not  fulfil  the  hopes  which  had 
been  formed  of  it. 

The  recruiting  officers  were  directed  to  enlist  only  those  men 
who  had  arms  ;  but  they  reported  that  they  must  depart  from 
these  instructions,  or  recruit  no  soldiers.  The  neighbouring 
governments  as  well  as  that  of  Massachusetts,  were  applied  to 
without  success ;  and  persons  sent  with  money  to  make  pur- 
chases 
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chases  in  the  country,  were  not  more  fortunate.  In  the  begin-  CHAP-  IV 
ning  of  February,  General  Washington,  informed  Congress  that  *775- 
there  were  then  in  his  iirmv,  near  two  thousand  men  without 
fire  arms  of  any  sort,  and  at  that  time  his  whole  effective  rank 
and  file,  independent  of  militia,  amounted  only  to  eight  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-three.  His  incessant  representa- 
tions and  complaints  on  this  all-interesting  point,  were  unable 
to  procure  for  a  considerable  time  any  supply. 

Under  all  these  disadvantages,  the  General  still  cherished  the 
hope  of  being  enabled  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  to  act  offen- 
sively. So  early  as  in  the  "month  of  January,  he  had  called  a 
council,  at  which  Mr  John  Adams,  a  member  of  Congress* 
and  Mr.  Warren,  president  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Mas- 
sachussetts,  assisted ;  in  which  it  was  resolved,  "  that  a 
vigorous  attempt  ought  to  be  made  on  the  ministerial  troops  in 
Boston,  before  they  can  be  reinforced  in  the  spring,  if  the 
means  can  be  provided,  and  a  favourable  opportunity  should 
offer."  It  was  further  advised  "  that  thirteen  regiments  of  mi- 
litia should  be  asked  for  from  Massachussetts  and  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies,  in  order  to  put  them  in  a  condition  to  make  the 
attempt.  The  militia  to  assemble  on  the  first  of  February,  and 
to  continue,  if  necessary,  till  the  first  of  March/*  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  advice,  the  requisitions  for  militia  were  made,  and 
readily  complied  with.  The  reinforcements  thus  obtained, 
amounted  to  between  four  and  five  thousand  men,  but  the  mild- 
ness of  the  season  had  hitherto  been  such,  that  the  waters  about 
Boston  continued  open.  "  Congress,  in  my  last,"  said  the 
General  on  the  19th  of  January,  "  would  discover  my  motives 
for  strengthening  these  lines  with  militia.    But  whether,  as  the 

vol.  11.  o  o  weather 
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chap.  iv.  weather  turns  out  exceedingly  mild  (insomuch  as  to  promise  no 
,775.  thing  favourable  from  ice)  and  there  is  no  appearance  of  powder, 
I  shall  be  able  to  attempt  any  thing  decisive,  time  only  can  de- 
.  termine.  No  man  upon  earth  wishes  more  ardently  to  destroy 
the  nest  in  Boston  than  I  do  ;  no  persoh  would  be  willing  to  go 
greater  lengths  than  I  shall,  to  accomplish  it,  if  it  shall  be  thought 
advisable ;  but  if  we  have  no  powder  to  bombard  with,  nor 
ice  to  pass  on,  we  shall  be  in  no  better  situation  than  wre  have 
been  in  all  the  year  ;  we  shall  be  in  a  worse,  as  their  works  are 
stronger." 

The  fatal  error  of  -short  enlistments  into  which  both  the  con- 
tinental, and  colonial  governments  had  fallen,  (had  perhaps  been 
driven  by  the  temper  and  habits  of  the  people)  had  long  been  a 
subject  of  very  deep  concern  to  the  Commander  in  chief.  He  at 
length  determined  to  beg  the  serious  attention  of  Congress  to  it. 
His  letter  on  this  occasion  pourtrays  in  part  the  mischief  result- 
ing from  this  unfortunate  measure.  "  The  disadvantages"  he 
observed  "  attending  the  limited  enlistment  of  troops,  are  too 
apparent  to  those  who  are  eye-witnesses  of  them,  to  render  any 
animadversions  necessary ;  but  to  gentlemen  at  a  distance, 
whose  attention  is  engrossed  by  a  thousand  important  objects, 
the  case  may  be  otherwise." 

"  That  this  cause  precipitated  the  fate  of  the  brave  and  much 
to  be  lamented  General  Montgomery,  and  brought  on  the  de- 
feat which  followed  thereupon,  I  have  not  the  most  distant 
doubt ;  for  had  he  not  been  apprehensive  of  the  troops  leaving 
him  at  so  important  a  crisis,  but  continued  the  blockade  of 
Quebec,    a  capitulation,  from  the  best  accounts  I  have  been 

able 
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able  to  collect,  must  inevitably  have  followed.  And  that  we  chap,  iv.h 
were  riot  obliged,  at  one  time,  to  dispute  these  lines,  under  dis-  ,77S 
advantageous  circumstances  (proceeding  from  the  same  cause, 
to  wit/  the  troops  disbanding  of  themselves  before  the  militia 
could  be  got  in),  is  to  me  a  matter  of  wonder  and  astonishment, 
and  proves  that  General  Howe  was  either  unacquainted  with  our 
situation,  or  restrained  by  his  instructions  from  putting  any 
thing  to  hazard  till  his  reinforcements  should  arrive." 

"  The  instance  of  General  Montgomery  (I  mention  it  because 
it  is  a  striking  one,  for  a  number  of  others  might  be  adduced,) 
proves,  that,  instead  of  having  meant  to  take  advantage  of  cir- 
cumstances, you  are  in  a  manner  compelled,  right  or  wrong,  to 
make  circumstances  yield  to  a  secondary  consideration.  Since 
the  first  of  December  I  have  been  devising  every  means  in  my 
power  to  secure  these  encampments ;  and,  though  I  am  sensible 
that  we  never  have  since  that  period  been  able  to  act  on  the 
offensive,  and  at  times  not  in  a  condition  to  defend ;  yet  the  • 
cost  of  marching  home  one  set  of  men,  and  bringing  in  another, 
the  havoc  and  waste  occasioned  by  the  first,  the  repairs  neces- 
sary for  the  second,,  with  a  thousand  incidental  charges  and  in- 
conveniences which  haye  arisen,  and  which  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible either  to  recollect,  or  describe,  amount  to  nearly  as  much  as 
the  keeping  up  of  a  respectable  body  of  troops  the  whole  time 
ready  for  any  emergency  would  have  done. 

"  To  this  may  be  added  that  you  never  can  have  a  well  dis- 
ciplined army. 

"  To  make  men  well  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  a  soldier  re- 

002  quires 
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chap.  iv.  quires  time.  To  bring  them  under  proper  discipline  and  subor- 
1775-  dination,  not  only  requires  time,  but  is  a  work  of  great  diffi- 
culty ;  and  in  this  army  where  there  is  so  little  distinction  be- 
tween officers  and  soldiers,  requires  an  uncommon  degree  of  at- 
tention. To  expect  then  the  same  service  from  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined recruits,  as  from  veteran  soldiers,  is  to  expect  what 
never  did,  and  perhaps,  never  will  happen. 

"  Men  who  are  familiarized  t;o  danger,  approach  it  without 
thinking,  whereas  troops  unused  to  service,  .apprehend  danger 
where  no  danger  exists. 

"  Three  things  prompt  men  to  a  regular  discharge  of  their 
duty  in  time  of  action — natural  bravery,  hope  of  reward,  and 
fear  of  punishment.  The  two  first  are  common  to  the  untutored, 
and  the  disciplined  soldier— but  the  last  most  obviously  distin- 
guishes one  from  the  other.  A  coward  taught  to  believe  that, 
if  he  break  his  rank  and  abandon  his  colours,  he  will  be  pu- 
nished with  death  by  his  own  party,  will  take  his  chance  against 
the  enemy ;  but  the  man  who  thinks  little  of  the  one,  and  is 
fearful  of  the  other,  acts  from  present  feelings,  regardless  of 
consequences, 

"  Again,  men  of  a  day's  standing  will  not  look  forward; 
and,  from  experience  we  find  that,  as  the  time  approaches  for 
their  discharge,  they  grow  careless  of  their  arms,  ammunition, 
camp  utensils,  &c.  nay,  even  the  barracks  themselves  have 
felt  uncommon  marks  of  wanton  depredation,  and  we  are  laid 
under  fresh  trouble  and  additional  expcnce  in  providing  for  every 
fresh  party,   at  a  time  when  we  find  it  next  to  impossible  to 

procure 
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procure  the  articles  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,    chap.  iv. 
To  this  may  be  added  the  seasoning  which  new  recruits  must       i775. 
have  to  a  camp,   and  the  loss  consequent  thereupon. 

"  But  this  is  not  all.  Men  engaged  for  a  short  limited  time 
only,  have  the  officers  too  much  in  their  power.  To  obtain  a 
degree  of  popularity  in  order  to  induce  a  second  enlistment,  a 
kind  of  familiarity  takes  place,  which  brings  on  a  relaxation  of 
discipline,  unlicenced  furloughs,  and  other  indigencies,  incom- 
patible with  order  and  good  government,  by  which  means,  the 
latter  part  of  the  time  for  which  the  soldier  was  engaged,  is  spent 
in  undoing,  what  it  required  much  labour  to  inculcate  in  the  first. 

"  To  go  into  an  enumeration  of  all  the  evils  we  have  experien- 
ced, in  this  late  great  change  of  the  army,  and  the  expence  inci- 
dental to  it,  to  say  nothing  of  the  hazard  we  have  run,  and  must 
run,  between  the  discharging  of  one  army,  and  the  enlistment  of 
another  (unless  an  enormous  expense  of  militia  is  incurred)  would 
greatly  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter.  What  I  have  already  taken 
the  liberty  of  saying,  will  serve  to  convey  a  general  idea  of  the 
matter,  and  therefore,  I  shall  with  all  due  deference  take  the 
freedom  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that,  if  Congress  have  any  rea- 
son to  believe  there  will  be  occasion  for  troops  another  year,  and 
consequently  for  another  enlistment,  they  would  save  money, 
and  have  infinitely  better  troops,  if  they  were  even  at  the  bounty 
of  twenty,  thirty,  or  more  dollars,  to  engage  the  men  already  en- 
listed till  January  next,  and  such  others  as  may  be  wanted  to 
complete  the  establishment,  for  and  during  the  war.  I  will  not 
undertake  to  say  that  the  men  may  be  had  on  these  terms,  but  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  will  never  do  to  let  the  matter  alone,  as  it 

was 


286  THE    LIFE    OF 

chap.  iv.  was  last  year,  till  the  time  of  service  is  near  expiring.  In  the 
j77S.  first  place,  the  hazard  is  too  great :  in  the  next,  the  trouble  and 
perplexity  of  disbanding  one  army  and  raising  another  at  the 
same  instant,  and  in  such  a  critical  situation  as  the  List  was,  is 
scarcely  in  the  power  of  words  to  describe,  and  such  as  no  man 
who  has  once  experienced  it,    will  ever  undergo  again/* 

Unfortunately,  Congress  did  not  feel  so  sensibly,  as  their 
General,  the  incapacity  of  temporary-  armies,  to  oppose  those 
which  are  permanent.  Nor  were  his  officers  of  high  rank,  as 
yet,  sufficiently  impressed  on  this  subject.  In  a  council  held  pre- 
vious to  the  new  modelling  of  the  army,  they  had  been  of  opi- 
nion that  the  enlistments  might  be  only  for  one  year. 

Very  early  in  January,  General  Washington  received  unques- 
tionable intelligence,  that  an  armament  was  equiping  in  Boston, 
to  sail  under  General  Clinton,  on  a  secret  expedition.  From 
the  season  of  the  year,  he  counted  certainly  on  its  being  de- 
signed for  some  southern  service  ;  and  a  variety  of  considerati- 
ons induced  him  to  believe,  that  New  York  was  its  destination. 
He  thought  it  of  great  importance  to  the  enemy  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  Hudson,  as  they  would  thereby  open  to  themselves 
the  best  channel  of  intercourse  with  Canada,  and  would  render 
extremely  difficult  all  communication  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  colonies.  In  addition  to  this,  the  royal  cause  had  more 
adherents  in  New  York,  especially  on  Long  Ifland,  where  a 
party  of  tories  were  said  to  be  embodying  themselves,  than  in 
any  other  colony,  and  this  was  believed  to  furnish  a  motive  for 
taking  possession  of  that  country,  by  no  means  without  its  in- 
fluence. 

Th 
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The  same  considerations  which  appeared  to  render  this  po-  chap.  iv. 
sition  so  essential  to  the  enemy,  made  it  an  object  not  of  less  ,775. 
consequence  to  the  American  army  to  maintain  it.  Whilst  de- 
liberating on  this  subject,  and  doubting  his  power,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  such  a  step  without  the  previous  approbation  of 
Congress,  he  received  a  letter  from  General  Lee,  requesting  to 
be  detached,  under  his  authority,  to  Connecticut,  there  to  col- 
lect a  body  of  volunteers,  and  march  them  to  New  York,  to  be 
employed  both  for  the  security  of  that  place,  and  the  expulsion 
or  suppression  of  a  banditti  of  tories  collecting  on  Long  Island. 
Though  greatly  inclined  to  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  of  the 
"utility  of  which  he  felt  the  most  positive  conviction,  the  deli- 
cacy which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  observe  with  the  civil 
authority  produced  some  suspense  of  his  decision.  Mr.  John 
Adams,  a  member  of  Congress,  and  of  great  influence,  was  then 
at  Waterton,  attending  the  provincial  convention,  and  with 
him  the  General  determined  to  consult,  especially  respecting  the 
idea  of  the  extent  of  his  powers.  That  gentleman,  who  highly 
approved  the  proposition  of  Lee,  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
the  powers  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  extended  to  the  case ; 
and  General  Lee  was  immediately  detached,  with  instructions 
to  raise  a  body  of  volunteers  from  Connecticut,  and  to  call  on 
'the  battalions  of  Jersey  with  those  of  New  York  to  join  him. 
He  was  to  examine  the  fortifications  of  the  city,  and  up  the 
river ;  to  put  them  in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence,  and  to 
disarm  and  secure  all  those  whose  conduct  and  declarations  ren- 
dered them  justly  suspected  of  designs  unfriendly  to  the  views 
of  Congress,  especially  those  on  Long  Island.  All  the  arms  and 
.'ammunition  found  in  their  possession  were  to  be  collected  for 
the  use  of  the  army. 

Congress 
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^f- Iv-  Congress  had  already  taken  up  the  subject  of  disarming  and 
«775  securing  the  disaffected  in  Queen's  County,  on  Long  Island, 
where  the  people  had  refused  to  elect  members  to  the  provin- 
cial convention.  They  had  ordered  two  battalions  to  enter  the 
country  at  its  opposite  extremities  on  the  same  day,  and  to 
secure  the  arms  of  every  individual  who  had  voted  against 
chusing  members  to  the  convention.  These  vigorous  orders, 
however,  were  soon  countermanded,  and  a  regiment  raised  ih 
Connecticut  for  the  special  purpose,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Waterbury,  was  ordered  to  be  discharged.  No  direct 
reason  has  been  assigned  for  this  fluctuation  in  the  proceedings 
of  Congress,  but  it  appears  that  the  convention  of  New  York 
was  very  much  opposed  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in 
that  colony,  and  also  claimed  for  itself  the  direction  of  measures 
to  be  executed  within  it.  Some  apprehensions  seem  to  have 
been  entertained,  that  so  strong  a  measure  might  throw  into  the 
arms  of  the  enemy  all  those  who  were  not  yet  prepared  for  open 
war ;  and  that  its  being  executed  under  the  immediate  directioa 
of  Congress  might  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  local  authorities. 
Whatever  motives  might  lead  to  it,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
very  much  regretted  this  change  of  system ;  and,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Lee,  after  expressing  that  regret,  says,  "  They,  I  doubt 
not,  had  their  reasons  for  it;  but  to  me  it  appears,  that  the 
period  is  arrived  when  nothing  less  than  the  most  decisive  and 
vigorous  measures  should  be  pursued.  Our  enemies  from  the 
other  side  the  Atlantic  will  be  sufficiently  numerous, — it  highly 
concerns  us  to  have  as  few  internal  ones  as  possible." 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  after  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  sailed  fronr 
Boston,  he  stated  to  General  Lee  his  apprehension,  that,  on  th 
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chap.  iv.    to  their  aid  any  continental  troops  stationed  in  or  near  their  re- 
«77s       spective  colonies,  who  were  ordered,  while  employed  in  this 

service. 


titions  presented  to  his  Majesty,  as  well  by  assemblies  as  by  Congresses,  for  recon- 
ciliation and  redress  of  grievances,  and  that  the  last  from  this  Congress,  humbly 
requesting  the  single  favour  of  being  heard,  like  all  others,  has  proved  unsuccess- 
ful ;  to  unfold  to  them  the  various  arts  of  administration  to  ensnare  and  enslave  us, 
and  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  cruelly  driven  to  defend  by  arms  those 
very  rights,  liberties,  and  estates,  which  we  and  our  forefathers  had  so  long  en- 
joyed unmolested  in  the  reigns  of  his  present  majesty's  predecessors.  And  it  is 
nereby  recommended  to  all  conventions  and  assemblies,  in  these  colonies,  liberally 
to  distribute  among  the  people  the  proceedings  of  this  and  the  former  Congress, 
the  late  speeches  of  the  great  patriots  in  both  houses  of  parliament  relative  to  Ame- 
rican grievances,  and  such  other  pamphlets  and  papers  as  tend  to  elucidate  the  me- 
rits of  the  American  cause,  the  Congress  being  fully  persuaded,  that  the  more  our 
right  to  the  enjoyments  of  our  ancient  liberties  and  privileges  is  examined,  the 
more  just  and  necessary  our  present  opposition  to  ministerial  tyranny  will  appear. 

And  with  respect  to  all  such  unworthy  Americans,  as  regardless  of  their  duty  to 
their  Creator,  their  country,  and  their  posterity,  have  taken  part  with  our  oppres- 
sors, and,  influenced  by  the  hope  of  possessing  ignominious  rewards,  strive  to  re- 
commend themselves  to  the  bounty  of  administration j  by  misrepresenting  and  tra^ 
ducing  the  conduct  and  principles  of  the  friends  of  American  liberty,  and  opposing 
every  measure  formed  for  its  preservation  and  security, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  assemblies,  conventions,  and 
committees,  or  councils  of  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  measures,  to  frustrate  the  mischievous  machinations,  and  to  restrain  the 
wicked  practices  of  these  men.  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  they 
ought  to  be  disarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among  them,  either  kept  in  safe 
custody,  or  bound  with  sufficient  sureties  to  their  good  behaviour.  . 

And  in  order  that  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  committees,  or  councils  of 
safety,  may  be  enabled  with  greater  ease  and  facility  to  carry  this  resolution  into  ex- 
ecution, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  aid  whatever  continental  troops, 
stationed  in  or  near  their  respective  colonies,  may  be  conveniently  spared  from  their 

more 
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service,  to  place  themselves  entirely  under  the  direction  and  con-    chap.  iv. 
trol  of  the  colonial  government.      General  Lee  experienced  no        i775. 
difficulty  in  raising  the  volunteers  required  from  Connecticut. 
The  people  of  that  province  were  remarkably  zealous  and  enter- 
prizing;  and  Governor  Trumbull  having  sanctioned  the  measure 
the  numbers  deemed  necessary  for  the  expedition  immediately 
embodied,  and  Lee  commenced  his  march  for  New  York  at  the 
head  of  twelve  hundred  men. 

The  inhabitants  of  that  place  were  much  alarmed  at  his  ap- 
proach. Threats  had  been  uttered  by  Captain  Parker,  #  of  the 
Asia  man  of  war,  then  lying  in  the  harbour,  that  he  would  de- 
stroy the  town  in  the  event  of  its  being  entered  by  any  consider- 
able body  of  provincial  forces ;  and  it  was  believed  that  these 
threats  would  be  executed. 

A  committee  of  safety  had  been  appointed  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  government  during  the  recess  of  the  provincial  Con- 
gress ;  and  they  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Lee,  manifesting 
their  astonishment  at  the  report,  that  he  was  about  to  enter 
their  town  without  any  previous  intimation  of  his  design  to 
them,  and  their  fears  of  the  mischievous  consequences  which 


more  immediate  duty ;  and  the  commanding  officers  of  such  troops  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  afford  the  said  assemblies,  conventions,  committees,  or  councils  of  safety, 
all  such  assistance  in  executing  this  resolution  as  they  may  require,  and  which,  con- 
sistent with  the  good  of  the  service,  may  be  supplied. 

Resolved,  That  all  detachments  of  continental  trofcps,  which  may  be  ordered  on 
the  business  in  the  foregoing  resolution  mentioned,  be, .  while  so  employed,  under 
the  direction  and  controul  of  the  assemblies,  conventions,  committees,  or  councils 
of  safety  aforesaid. 

P  p  2  would 
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chap.  iv.  would  result  from  such  a  measure.  They  could  not  believe  it 
1775.  possible  that  such  a  step  had  been  resolved  on  without  being 
communicated  to  them  ;  but,  if  in  this  they  were  mistaken,  they 
expressed  the  most  earnest  solicitude  that  he  would  halt  his  troops 
on  the  confines  of  Connecticut,  till  they  could  have  further  ex- 
planations with  him. 

Lee  held  in  utter  contempt  the  threats  which  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  enemy  of  destroying  the  town,  and  con- 
tinued his  march  to  that  place  with  the  utmost  celerity.  He 
addressed  a  letter  *  to  Congress,  in  which  he  displayed  in  such 

strong 


#  This  letter  is  so  truly  characteristic  of  the  writer,  and  treats  in  a  manner  so 
peculiar  to  himself,  the  measures  of  Congress  on  this  subject  that,  although  it 
may  not  be  immediately  connected  with  the  Life  of  General  Washington,  the 
reader  will  not  be  displeased  with  its  insertion. 

Stamford,  January  22,  1775. 

SIR, 

AS  General  Washington  has  informed  the  Congress  of  his  motives  for  detaching 
me,  it  is  needless  to  trouble  you  upon  the  subject.  I  am,  therefore,  only  to  in- 
form you  that  I  have  collected  a  body  of  about  twelve  hundred  men  from  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  whose  zeal  and  ardour,  demonstrated  on  this  occasion,  cannot  be 
sufficiently  praised.  With  this  body  I  am  marching  directly  to  New  York,  to  exe- 
cute the  different  purposes  for  which  I  am  detached.  I  am  sensible,  Sir,  that  no- 
thing can  carry  the  air  of  greater  presumption,  than  a  servant  intruding  his  opinion 
unasked  upon  his  master,  but  at  the  same  time  there  are  certain  seasons,  when  the 
real  danger  of  the  master  may  not  only  excuse,  but  render  laudable  the  servant's 
officiousness.  I  therefore  flatter  myself  that  the  Congress  will  receive,  with  indul- 
gence and  lenity,  the  opinion  I  shall  offer.  The  scheme  of  simply  disarming  the 
tories  seems  to  me  totally  ineffectual,  it  will  only  embitter  their  minds,  and  add 
virus  to  their  venom.  They  can,  and  will,  always  be  supplied  with  fresh  arms  by 
the  enemy.     That  of  seizing  the  most  dangerous  will,  I  apprehend,  from  the 

vagueness 
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strong  terms,  the  necessity  of  pursuing,  with  respect  to  New  chap.  iv. 

York,  a  different  course  from  that  which  their  resolution  autho-  1775. 

rized, 


vagueness  of  the  instruction,  be  attended  w  ith  some  bad  consequences,  and  can 
answer  no  good  one.     It  opens   so  wide  a  door  for  partiality  and  prejudice  to  the 
different  Congresses  and  Committees  on  the  Continent,  that  much  discord  and  ani- 
mosity will  probably  ensue ;   it  being  next  to  impossible  to  distinguish  who  are, 
and  who   are  not  the  most  dangerous.     The  plan  of  explaining  to  those  deluded 
people,  the  justice  and  merits  of  the  American  cause,  is  certainly  generous  and 
humane,  but  I  am  afraid  will  be  fruitless.     They  are  so  rivetted  in  their  opinions, 
that  I  am  persuaded  should  an  angel  descend  from  heaven  with  his  golden  trumpet, 
and  ring  in  their  ears  that  their  conduct  was  criminal,    he  would  be  disregarded.     I 
had  lately  myself  an  instance  of  their  infatuation  which,  if  it  is  not  impertinent,   I 
*'ill  relate.     At  Newport,   I   took  the  liberty,  without  any  authority  but  the  con- 
viction of  necessity,  to  administer  a  very  strong  oath  to  some  of  the  leading  tories, 
for  which  liberty  I  humbly  ask  pardon  of  the  Congress.     One  article  of  this  oath 
was  to  take  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,   if  called  upon  by  the  voice  of  the 
Congress.     To  this  Colonel  Wanton  and  others  flatly  refused  their  assent — to  take 
arms  against  their  sovereign,   they   said,   was  too  monstrous  an  impiety.     I  asked 
them  if  they  had  lived  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  whether  they  would  have 
been  revolutionists.     Their  answers  were  at  first  evasive,  circuitous,  and  unintelli- 
gible,  but,   by  fixing  them  down  precisely  to  the  question,    I  at  length  drew  from 
them  a  positive  confession  that  no  violence,   no   provocation  on  the  part  of  the 
Court,  could  prevail  upon  them  to  act  with  the  Continent.     Such,   I  am  afraid,  is 
the  creed  and  principles  of  the  whole  party,  great  and  small  :   sense,  reason,  argu- 
ment,  and  eloquence,  have  been  expended  in  vain ;   and   in  vain  you  may  still 
argue  and  reason  to  the  end  of  time.      Even   the  common   feelings  and   resent- 
ments of  humanity  have  not  aroused  them.     But  rather  with  a  malignant  pleasure 
they  have  beheld  the  destruction  of  their  fellow-citizens  and   relations.     But  I  am 
running  into   declamation,  perhaps  impertinent  and  presuming,  when  I  ought  to 
confine  myself  to  the  scheme  I  submit  to  your  consideration.     It  is,   Sir,   in  the 
first  place,  to  disarm  all  the  manifestly  disaffected,   as  well   of  the  lower  as  the 
higher  class,  not  on  the  principle  of  putting  them  in  a  state  of  impotence,   (for 
this  I  observed  before  will  not  be  the  case,)  but  to   supply  our  troops  with  arms 
of  which  they  stand  in  too  great  need.     Secondly,   to  appraise  their  estates,  and 

oblige 
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chap,  iv;    rized  that  instead  of  leaving  him  entirely  under  the  control  of 
V-^^    the  local  government,  a  committee  of  three  from  their  own  body, 

was 


oblige  them  to  deposit  at  least  the  value  of  one  half  of  their  respective  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  Continental  Congress,  as  a  security  for  their  good  behaviour. 
And,  lastly,  to  administer  the  strongest  oath  that  can  be  devised  to  act  offensively 
and  defensively  in  support  of  the  common  rights.  I  confess  that  men  so  eaten  up 
with  bigotry  as  the  bulk  of  them  appear  to  be,  will  not  consider  themselves  as 
bound  by  this  oath ;  particularly  as  it  is  in  some  measure  forced,  they  will  argue 
it  is  by  no  means  obligatory — but,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  will  be  a  sort  of  criterion, 
by  which  you  will  be  able  to  distinguish  the  desperate  fanaticks  from  those  who 
are  reclaimable.  The  former  must  of  course  be  secured  and  carried  into  some 
interior  parts  of  the  Continent,  where  they  cannot  be  dangerous.  This  mode  of 
proceeding,  I  conceive,  (if  any  can)  will  be  effectual — but  whether  it  meet  with 
the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  Congress,  I  most  humbly  conjure  them 
not  to  attribute  the  proposal  to  arrogance  or  self-conceit,  or  pragmatical  officious* 
ness,  but,  at  worst,  to  an  intemperate  zeal  for  the  public  service.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  apparent  slimness  of  the  authority,  as  I  am  myself  convinced  that  it  is 
substantial,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  a  circumstance  to  Congress:  I  have 
with  me  here,  Sic,  a  deserter  from  Captain  Wallace's  ship  before  New  Port  It  it 
necessary  to  inform  you  that  this  Captain  Wallace  has  the  reputation  of  being  the 
most  imprudent  and  rash  of  all  mortals,  particularly  when  he  is  heated  with  wine, 
.which,  as  reported,  is  a  daily  incident ;  that  in  these  moments  he  blabs  his  most 
secret  instructions  even  to  the  common  men.  This  deserter,  then,  informs  us  that 
the  Captain  a  few  months  ago  assembled  the  sailors  and  marines  on  thequarter  deck, 
and  assured  them,  by  way  of  encouragement,  that  they  were  to  proceed  very  soon 
to  New  York,  where  they  were  to  be  joined  by  His  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects  of 
White  Plains,  Ploughkeepice,  and  Long  Island,  and  at  the  same  time  bestowed 
abundantly  his  curses  on  the  Admiral  and  General  for  their  dilatoriness  and  scanda- 
lous conduct  in  not  availing  themselves  sooner  of  the  invitation  they  had  received 
from  the  worthy  gentlemen.  The  Congress  will  make  what  comments  they  please 
on  this  information,  which  I  must  repeat  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate. 
Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  you  may  be  assured  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  ministerial- 
ists to  take  possession,   and  immediately,  of  New  York.    The  intercepted  letters, 

the 
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was  detached  to  consult  with  him  and  the  council  of  safety  chap.  iv. 

respecting  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  he  was  instructed  to  1775. 
obey  the  directions  of  that  committee. 


the  unguarded  expressions  of  their  officers  in  their  interviews  with  ours  in  the  lines, 
but  above  all  the  manifest  advantages  resulting  to  their  cause  from  this  measure,  put 
their  intention  beyond  dispute.  With  submission,  therefore,  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress,  it  behoves  them,  I  should  think,  not  to  loose  a  moment  in  securing 
this  important  post,  which,  if  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  must  cut  the  Conti- 
nent in  twain,  and  render  it  almost  impossible  for  the  northern  and  southern  colo- 
nies to  support  each  other.  This  crisis,  whdn  every  thing  is  at  stake,  is  not  a  time 
to  be  over  complaisant  to  the  timidity  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  particular  spot.  I 
have  now  under  my  command  a  respectable  force,  adequate  to  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  place,  and  purging  all  its  environs  of  traitors,  on  which  subject,  I 
shall  expect  with  impatience  the  determination  of  the  Congress.  Their  orders  I 
liope  to  receive  before  or  immediately  on  my  arrival. 

This  instant  the  inclosed  express  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York, 
-was  delivered  into  my  bands ;  but  as  these  gentlemen  probably  are  not  fully  ap- 
prised of  the  danger  hanging  over  their  heads,  as  I  have  received  intelligence  from 
the  camp  that  the  fleet  is  sailed,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  urge  my  march,  I  shall 
proceed  with  one  division  of  the  forces  under  my  command  to  that  city.  A  mo- 
ment's delay  may  be  fatal.  The  force  I  shall  carry  with  me  is  not  strong  enough 
to  act  offensively,  but  just  sufficient  to  secure  the  city  against  any  immediate  de- 
signs of  the  enemy.  If  this  is  to  give  umbrage,  if  the  Governor  and  Captain  of 
the  man  of  war  are  pleased  to  construe  this  step  as  an  apt  of  positive  hostility,  if 
they  are  to  prescribe  what  number  of  your  troops  are,  and  what  number  arc  not  to 
enter  the  city,  all  I  can  say  is  that  New  York  must  be  considered  as  the  minister's 
place,  and  not  the  Continent's.  I  must  now,  Sir,  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of 
this  letter,  and  more  so,  for  the  presumption  in  offering  so  freely  my  thoughts  to 
the  Congress,  from  whom  it  is  my  duty  simply  to  receive  my  orders,  and  as  a 
servant  and  soldier,   strictly  to  obey ;  which  none  can  do  with  greater  ardour  and 

affection  than, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant." 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.  President 
of  the  Continental  Congress. 

As 
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chap.  iv.  As  might  well  have  been  expected  from  the  experience  and 
1775.  talents  of  General  Lee,  his  opinions  guided  both  the  committee 
sent  for  his  government  and  the  council  of  safety,  and  whatever 
he  suggested  they  directed  him  to"  execute.  It  was  determined 
to  fortify  some  commanding  part  of  the  city,  to  be  occupied  by 
two  thousand  men ;  to  erect  inclosed  batteries  on  both  sides  of 
the  water  near  Hell  Gate,  so  as  to  protect  the  town  against  pirates 
through  the  sound,  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  a  communica- 
sion  with  Long  Ifland,  where  it  was  determined  to  form  a  strong 
fortified  camp  for  three  thousand  men ;  and  to  make  the  defences 
of  the  highlands  as  respectable  as  possible,  which  were  imme- 
diately to  be  garrisoned  by  a  battalion  of  regular  troops. 

General  Clinton  arrived  almost  at  the  same  instant  with  Gene- 
ral Lee,  but  without  any  troops.  He  gave  out  that  none  were 
coming;  that  no  hostilities  were  contemplated  against  New 
York,  and  that  he  was  himself,  merely  on  a  visit  to  his  friend 
Tryon.  "  If  it  be  really  so/*  added  General  Lee,  in  his  letter 
containing  this  communication,  "  it  is  the  most  whimsical  piece 
of  civility  I  ever  heard  of."  General  Clinton  did  not  affect 
to  conceal  his  objects,  but  declared  that  he  was  to  proceed  to 
North  Carolina,  where  he  expected  the  small  force  he  should 
-carry  with  him,  would  be  joined  by  five  regiments  from  Eu- 
rope, 

The  fortifications  of  New  York  were  prosecuted  with  vigor, 
and  Captain  Parker,  finding  his  threats  entirely  disregarded,  no 
longer  uttered  them,  but  avowed  his  wish  to  save  a  town  which 
contained  so  many  loyal  inhabitants. 

About 
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About  the  middle  of  February,  the  severe  cold  set  in  and  the  c^JZj 
ice  became  sufficiently  firm  to  bear  the  troops.  General  Wash-  *775- 
ington  was  now  disposed  to  execute  the  bold  plan  he  had 
formed,  of  attacking  the  enemy  in  Boston.  Several  conside-  ^if^^. 
rations  concurred  in  recommending  this  hazardous  enterprize. 
There  being  no  prospect  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  powder  to  force 
them  out  by  regular  approaches,  and  bombardment ;  the  very 
great  importance  attached  to  a  destruction  of  the  present  army* 
before  reinforcements  should  arrive  from  Europe,  an  event  not 
to  be  produced  without  the  command  of  the  water.  Should  the 
town  be  taken  by  regular  approaches ;  the  certainty  that  he  must 
soon  lose  the  present  advantage  afforded  by  the  ice,  of  moving 
on  an  extensive  plain,  and  thereby  approaching  the  town  by  a 
less  dangerous  direction ;  the  confidence  he  felt  in  the  courage 
of  his  troops ;  all  disposed  him  to  risk  an  immediate  assault, 
although  he  had  not  ammunition  to  cover  the  advance  of  his 
army  with  artillery.  A  council  of  war,  however,  summoned 
on  the  occasion,  was  almost  unanimous  against  the  measure", 
and  it  was  therefore  abandoned,  though  with  reluctance.  The 
want  of  ammunition  for  their  artillery  was  a  principal  induce- 
ment to  this  opinion.  It  is  probable,  the  attempt  might  not 
have  succeeded.  It  must  certainly  have  been  attended  with  con- 
siderable loss.  The  advice  of  the  council,  however,  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  with  regret.  In  communicating  their  opi- 
nion to  Congress  the  General  observed,  "  Perhaps  the  irksome- 
ness  of  my  situation  may  have  given  different  ideas  to  me  from 
those  which  influence  the  gentlemen  I  consulted;  and  might 
have  inclined  me  to  put  more  to  the  hazard  than  was  consistent 
with  prudence.  If  it  had  this  effect,  I  am  not  sensible  of  it,  as 
I  endeavoured  to  give  the  subject  all  the  consideration  a  matter 
VOL.  II.  q  q  of 
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°*!!£v-!Ii  °^  SUC^  imPortance  squired.  True  it  is,  and  I  cannot  help 
*77s  acknowledging,  that,  I  have  many  disagreeable  sensations  on 
account  of  my  situation ;  for  to  have  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
Continent  fixed  on  me,  with  anxious  expectation  of  some  great 
event,  and  to  be  restrained  in  every  military  operation  for 
want  of  the  necessary  means  to  carry  it  on,  is  not  very  pleasing ; 
especially  as  the  means  used  to  conceal  my  weakness  from  the 
taemy,  conceals  it  also  from  out  friends,  and  adds  to  their 
wonder." 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  February,  there  were  various  appear-  % 
ranees  among  the  British  troops  in  Boston,  indicating  an  inten- 
tion to  evacuate  that  place.  In  the  opinion  that  New  York  must 
be  their  object,  General  Washington  pressed  General  Lee  to 
hasten  as  much  as  possible  the  fortifications  around  that  city,  and 
his  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy ;  but  as  these  appearances 
*  lpight  be  entirely  deceptive,  and  he  had  now  received  a  small 
supply  of  powder,  he  determined  to  prosecute  with  vigour  a  plan 
he  had  formed,  to  force  General  Howe  either  to  come  to  an 
action,  or  to  abandon  the  town  of  Boston. 

Since  the  allowance  of  a  bounty,  recruiting  had  been  rather 
more  successful.  The  effective  regular  force,  engaged  for  the 
year  now  amounted  to  something  more  than  fourteen  thousand 
men.  In  addition  to  these  troops,  the  Commander  in  chief  called 
out  about  six  thousand  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  thus- 
reinforced,  he  .  determined  to  take  possession  of,  and  fortify  the 
heights  of  Dorchester,  from  whence  it  would  be  in  his  power 
greatly  to  annoy  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  and  the  soldiers  in  the 
town.   The  taking  of  this  position  he  hoped,  and  was  convinced* 

must 
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must  bring  on  a  general  action,  as  the  enemy  would  inevitably  ^^3' 
attempt  to  drive  him  from  it ;  but  if  in  this  he  should  be  mis-  ws- 
taken,  he  resolved  to  make  the  fortifications  of  the  heights  of 
Dorchester  only  preparatory  to  his  seizing  and  fortifying  Nook's 
Hill,  and  the  points  opposite  the  south  end  of  Boston,  which 
entirely  commanded  the  harbour,  a  great  part  of  the  town,  and 
the  beach  from  whence  an  embarkation  must  take  place  in  the 
event  of  a  retreat.    if 

To  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  advice  given  in  a  council  of  war,  a  heavy  bombardment  and 
cannonade  on  the  town  and  lines  of  the  enemy,  was  commenced 
on  the  evening  of  the  second  of  March,  from  the  forts,  which  Pw*»«cn  t«- 

^  ken    of    the 

was  repeated  the  two  succeeding  nights.  On  the  night  of  the  heights  of  Dor- 
fourth,  immediately  after  the  firing  had  begun,  a  considerable 
detachment  of  the  Americans  under  the  command  of  General 
Thomas,  crossing  the  Neck  from  Roxbury,  took  possession  of 
the  heights  without  opposition  ;  and  though  the  ground  was  so 
hard  as  to  be  almost  impenetrable,  inconsequence  of  which  they 
were  obliged  to  avail  themselves  of  fascines,  and  other  materials 
carried  to  the  place,  yet,  by  very  great  activity  and  industry 
through  the  night,  the  works  were  so  far  advanced  by  the  morn- 
ing, as  in  a  great  degree  to  cover  them  from  the  shot  of  the 
enemy.  When  day-light  disclosed  their  operations  to  the  British, 
a  considerable  degree  of  embarrassment  appeared,  and  an  inef- 
fectual fire  was  commenced  on  the  party  in  possession  of  the 
heights,  who  opened  in  turn  a  battery  on  them,  and  continued 
with  unremitting  labour  to  strengthen  their  position. 

It  was  now  necessary  to  dislodge  the  Americans  from  th* 

Q  q  2  heights, 
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^l^w  heights,  or  to  evacuate  the  town ;  and  the  British  general  as  had 
'775-  been  foreseen,  determined  to  embrace  the  former  part  of  the  al- 
ternative. Lord  Percy  with  part  of  five  regiments,  and  the  gre- 
nadiers, and  light  infantry,  amounting  to  about  three  thousand 
men,  was  ordered  on  this  service;  and  the  next  day  the  troops 
were  embarked  and  fell  down  to  the  castle,  in  order  to  proceed 
from  thence  up  the  river  to  the  intended  scene  of  action  ;  but 
they  were  scattered  by  a  furious  storm  which  disabled  them  from 
prosecuting  the  enterprize  at  that  time,  and  before  they  could 
again  be  in  readiness  for  the  attack,  the  works  were  made  so 
strong  that  it  was  thought  unadvisable  to  attempt  to  force  them, 
and  the  evacuation  of  the  town  was  resolved  on. 

In  the  expectation  that  the  flower  of  the  British  troops  would 
be  engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  heights  of  Dorchester,  General 
Washington  had  concerted  a  plan  for  availing  himself  of  that  oc- 
casion, to  attack  the  town  of  Boston  itself.  Four  thousand 
chosen  men  were  held  in  readiness  to  embark  at  the  mouth  of 
Cambridge  River,  on  a  signal  to  be  given,  if  the  enemy  should 
be  out  in  such  force,  as  to  justify  an  opinion  that  an  attack  on 
the  town  might  be  made  with  a  good  prospect  of  success.  These 
troops  were  to  embark  in  two  divisions,  the  first  to  be  led  by 
Brigadier  General  Sullivan,  the  second  by  Brigadier  General 
Green,  and  the  whole  to  be  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Putnam.  The  boats  were  to  be  preceded  by  three 
floating  batteries,  which  were  to  keep  up  a  heavy  fire  on  that 
part  of  the  town  where  the  troops  were  to  land.  It  was  propo- 
sed that  the  first  division,  should  land  at  the  powder  house,  and 
gain  possession  of  Bacon  Hill ;  the  second  at  Barton's  Point,  or 
a  little  south  of  it,  and  after  securing  that  post,  to  join  the  other 

division, 
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division,  and  force  the  enemy's  works  and  gates  so  as  to  give  ad-    C^'J^ 
mission  to  the  troops  from  Roxbury,  *n± 

Had  this  plan  succeeded,  the  British  army  in  Boston  must  have 
been  entirely  destroyed.  Of  its  success  General  Washington  en- 
tertained the  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  very  greatly  regretted  the 
storm  which  defeated  the  proposed  attack  on  the  heights  of  Dor- 
chester, and  consequently  the  residue  of  his  plan,  the  execution 
of  which  was  entirely  dependent  on  that  attack. 

The  General  soon  received  information  of  the  determination 
of  the  enemy  to  evacuate  Boston.  A  paper  signed  by  some  of 
the  select  men  of  the  town,  and  brought  out  with  a  flag,  stated 
the  fact,  and  was  accompanied  with  propositions  said  to  be  made 
on  the  part  of  General  Howe,  but  not  signed  by  him,  relative  to 
the  security  of  the  town,  and  the  peaceable  embarkation  of  his 
army.  As  this  letter  was  not  addressed  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  nor  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  General  Howe,  nor 
by  any  act  obligatory  on  him,  it  was  thought  improper  that  Ge- 
neral Washington  should  directly  notice  it,  and  it  was  determi- 
ned that  the  officer  to  whom  it  was  delivered,  should  return  an 
answer  stating  the  reasons  why  a  more  particular  regard  was  not 
paid  to  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  determination  to  continue  to  advance 
on  the  enemy,  and  to  secure  Nook's  Hill,  was  changed.  The 
reason  assigned  for  abandoning  this  plan  was,  that  it  was  not 
deemed  advisable,  now  that  the  evacuation  of  Boston  was  cer- 
tain, to  press  the  retreating  army  too  closely ;  because  their  em- 

barkcation 
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ted, 


C^^I/    karkation  could  not  be  prevented,  and  a  longer  delay  would  give 

*fH-       farther  time  to  strengthen*  New  York,  which  the  General  still 

persisted  to  think  would  be  their  destination.    In  this  opinion  he 

moved  considerable  detachments  towards  that  place,  before  the 

BoKon  cvtcua-  town  of  Boston  was  actually  evacuated.  This  event  took  place 
on  the  seventeenth  of  March,  and  was,  probably  in  a  degree  pre- 
cipitated by  some  works  thrown  up  on  Nook's  Hill  the  preceding 
evening.  As  the  enemy  continued  some  time  in  Nantasket  Road, 
so  as  to  create  a  suspicion  that  they  might  possibly  design  to  re- 
land,  the  General  thought  it  necessary  to  take  possession  of  the 
heights  around  the  town,  and  to  erect  fortifications  on  Fort  Hill, 
a  point  of  great  natural  strength,  and  commanding  the  place 
where  an  invading  army  would  most  probably  debark.  But  in  a 
few  days,  the  whole  fleet  set  sail,  and  the  American  army  pro- 
ceeded by  divisions  to  New  York. 


The  recovery  of  this  important  town  was  an  event  which  gave 
very  general  joy.  It  was  "  resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  Congress 
in  their  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Co* 
lonies,  whom  they  represent,  be  presented  to  his  excellency  Ge- 
neral Washington,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand for  their  wise  and  spirited  conduct  in  the  siege  and  acqui- 
sition of  Boston,  and  that  a  medal  of  gold  be  struck  in  comme- 
moration of  this  great  event,  and  presented  to  his  excellency ; 
and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of 
thanks,  and  a  proper  device  for  the  medal." 


The  town  of  Boston  was  left  standing,  and  much  less  mischief 
was  done  to  the  houses  and  property  of  the  inhabitants,  than  had 

been 
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been  apprehended.  A  great  number  of  those  who  had  been  at-  C^\^J 
tached  to  the  royal  cause  removed  with  the  army,  and  transport-  vis- 
ed their  effects  with  them  to  Halifax.  Several  pieces  of  heavy 
ordnance  were  found,  many  of  which  the  enemy  had  rendered 
useless  by  knocking  off  the  trunnions,  and  the  residue  were 
spiked  up.  Other  stores  were  also  left,  though  not  to  a  very 
considerable  amount. 


CHAP.  V. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


CHAPTER  V. 


invasion    of    canada    meditated — the    americans     enter 
that  province — siege  of  saint  john's— capture  of  fort 

chahblie — carleton     defeated     at     longueisle saint 

John's  capitulates — Montreal  surrenders — Arnold's  ex- 
pedition BY  THE  WAY  OF  THE  KENNEBEC — HE  ARRIVES  BE- 
FORE    QUEBEC;     AND     RETIRES     TO     POINT     AUX      TREMBLES 

MONTGOMERY    LIES    SIEGE    TO    QUEBEC UNSUCCESSFUL  ATTACK 

ON  THAT  PLACE — DEATH  OF  MONTGOMERY — BLOCKADE  OF 
QUEBEC     CONTINUED — GENERAL    THOMAS    TAKES    COMMAND    OF 

THE    ARMY— THE    BLOCKADE    OF    QUEBEC    IS    RAISED GENERAL 

8ULLIVAN  TAKES  THE  COMMAND BATTLE  OF  THE  THREE  RI- 
VERS  CANADA    EVACUATED. 

WHILST  these  transactions  were  passing  in  Boston,  other 
events  of  deep  and  serious  interest  to  both  parties  took 
place  still  further  to  the  north. 

jaiukn  of  Great  dissatisfaction  prevailed  in  Canada.     The  Quebec  act, 

•ted.  "mcd"  and  other  measures  of  administration,  had  disquieted  the  British 
settlers,  without  attaching  to  government,  either  the  Indians, 
or  French  inhabitants.  Believing  that  province  to  be  in  a  state 
of  most  perfect  security,  it  had  been  left  almost  entirely  unde- 
fended ;  andthe  regular  troops  on  the  Continent  of  America,  had 

been 
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been  chiefly  drawn  to  Boston.  At  the  same  time,  Quebec  was  chap.  v. 
known  to  be  a  place  of  deposit  for  military  stores  to  an  immense  i77$. 
amount,  and  it  was  also  known  that  great  efforts  were  making 
to  conciliate  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  in  order  to  promote  an 
invasion  of  the  United  Colonies  fronj  that  quarter.  They  had 
heretofore  resisted  those  endeavours,  but  there  was  much  reason 
to  believe  that  if  not  counteracted,  the  designs  of  the  admini- 
stration, when  supported  by  a  strong  military  force,  would  pre- 
vail. The  possession  of  that  country,  was  believed  to  be  all-im- 
portant to  either  party,  and  it  was  thought  that  its  present  tem- 
per was  sufih  as  to  render  it  probable,  that  its  weight  would 
be  thrown  into  the  scale  of  those,  who  should  first  shew  in  it  a 
force,#  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants.  The  faci- 
lity with  which  Crown  Point  and  Tyconderoga  had  been  taken, 
and  the  perfect  command  of  the  lakes  George  and  Champlain 
acquired,  added  to  the  motives  already  stated,  inspired  Congress 
with  the  daring  design  of  anticipating  the  plans  meditated  against 
them  in  that  province,  by  taking  possession  of  Canada. 

So  early  as  the  month  of  June  1775,  a  resolution  passed  that 
body,  directing  General  Schuyler,  to  repair  to  Tyconderoga,  and 

-to  take  the  proper  measures  for  securing  that  post  and  Crown 
Point,  and  for  retaining  the  entire  command  of  the  lakes.  He 
was  at  the  same  time  authorized,  if  he  should  find  it  practicable, 
and  not  disagreeable  to  the  Canadians,  to  take  possession  of  St. 

-  John's  and  Montreal,  and  to  pursue  any  other  measures  in  Canada, 
which  might  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  peace  and  security 

-of  the  united  colonies. 

Near  three  thousand  men  from  New  England  and  Now  York, 
vol.  ii.  »r  to 
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^^J/'  to  be  commanded,  under  Major  General  Schuyler,  by  Brigadiers 
»775-  Wooster  and  Montgomery,  were  designed  for  this  service  ;  and 
a  number  of  batteaux  were  directed  to  be  built  at  Tyconderoga 
and  Crown  Point,  to  convey  the  troops  along  lake  Champlain, 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  Canada.  But  the  information  pos- 
sessed by  Congress  on  this  subject,  was  not  such  as  to  justify 
them  in  deciding  absolutely  on  the  expedition ;  and,  therefore, 
their  resolution  left  much  to  the  discretion  of  General  Schuyler, 
on  talents  and  attachment  to  the  cause,  the  highest  confidence 
was  very  deservedly  placed. 

Congress  had  made  great  exertions  to  facilitate  this  expedition. 
Fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  were  voted  for  the  expence  of  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  the  Convention  of  New  York  was  urged  to 
hurry  on  the  troops  designed  for  that  service* 

General  Schuyler,  who  was  at  New  York,  when  this  im- 
portant command  was  confided  to  him  hastened  to  Tyconde*- 
roga,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  con- 
templated expedition.  The  troops  of  that  department  belonging 
to  different  colonies,  stationed  at  different  places,  acknowledg- 
ing no  one  commanding  officer,  were  found  in  a  state  of  entire 
disorganization.  The  stores  were  misapplied,  or  wasted  ;  no  sort 
of  subordination,  or  camp  discipline  was  observed  ;  and  it  can 
scarcely  be  doubted  that,  had  the  enemy  been  in  a  condition  to 
attempt  a  surprize,  Tyconderoga  and  Crown  point,  would  have 
been  lost  with  as  much  facility  as  they  had  been  acquired  *. 

The 


*  The  situation  of  the  troops  is  thus  described  by  General  Schuyler,   in  a  letter 
from  Tyconderoga  of  the  18th  of  July,   to  General  Washington. 

"  You 
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The  intelligence  from  Canada  which  had  been  forwarded  to  £"*p  v- 
Congress,  confirmed  the  reports  before  received,  of  the  weak-  ms- 
ness  of  the  regular  troops,  by  which  that  province  was  defended ; 
of  the  great  exertions  of  Governor  Carleton,  to  engage  the 
Canadians  and  the  Indians,  to  take  up  arms  and  invade  the 
United  Colonies,  and  of  their  unwillingness  to  do  so ;  but  the 
opinion  was  still  maintained  that,  unless  the  colonists  shewed  a 
sufficient  force  in  that  country  to  give  confidence  and  security  to 
their  friends,  the  machinations  of  the  Governor  would  ultimately 
prevail. 

In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  the  orders  to  General 
Schuyler  were  made  unconditional,  and  he  was  directed  posi~ 
tively  to  enter  Canada.  He  commenced,  and  assiduously  prose- 
cuted the  task  of  preparing  vessels  for  the  transportation  of  the 
troops ;  a  task  the  more  laborious  and  tedious,  as  the  timber  for 
the  batteaux,  was  then  to  be  procured  from  the  woods.     Before 


"  You  will  expect  that  I  should  say  something  about  this  place  and  the  troops 
here.     Not  one  earthly  thing  for  offence  or  defence  has  been  done. 

The  commanding  Officer  had  no  orders,  he  only  came  to  reinforce  the  Garri- 
son, and  he  expected  the  General.  About  ten,  last  night,  Iarrivcd  at  the  land- 
ing place,  the  north  end  of  lake  George,  a  fort  occupied,  by  a  captain  and  one 
hundred  men-  A  centinel  on  being  informed  I  was  in  the  boat,  quitted  his  post 
to  go  and  awake  the  guard,  consisting  of  three  men,  in  which  he  had  no  success. 
I  walked  up  and  came  to  another,  a  sergeant's  guard.  Here  thecentincl  challenged, 
but  suffered  me  to  come  up  to  him,  the  whole  guard,  like  the  first,  in  the  soundest 
sleep.  I  could  have  cut  off  both  guards,  and  then  have  set  fire  to  the  block-house, 
destroyed  the  stores,  and  starved  the  people  here.  But  I  hope  to  get  the  better  of 
this  inattention.  The  officers  and  men  are  all  good  looking  people,  and  I  really 
believe  will  make  good  soldiers,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  the  better  of  this  non  chalance 
of  theirs. 

ft  r  2  the 
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chap.  v.  the  preparations  were  compleat,  or  the  troops  destined  for  the 
1775.  expedition  had  all  assembled,,  the  impatience  expressed  by  their 
friends  in  Canada,  and  some  information  which  was  received  of 
a  vessel  of  force  soon  to  be  launched  at  St.  John's,  on  the  river 
Sorel,  in  order  to  enter  the  lakes,  rendered  an  immediate  move- 
ment advisable.  General  Schuyler  had  returned  to  Albany,  to 
hold  a  Congress  with  the  Indians,  whose  dispositions .  were  very 
justly  suspected  to  be  hostile.  When  this  intelligence  was  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  General  Montgomery,  an  officer  of  veiry  dis- 
tinguished merit  then  at  Crown  Point.  Garders  were  immediately 
given  him  to  embark  with  the  troops  then  in  readiness ;  and 
General  Schuyler,  having  directed  the  expected  reinforcements 
to  rendezvous  at  the  Isle  Aux  Noix,  twelve  miles  south  of  St, 
John's,  followed  Monthgomery,  and  joined  him  before  he  reached 
that  place. 

The  Americans  Circular  letters  to  the  Canadians  exhorting  them  to  rouse  and 
Piovbce.  assert  their  liberties,  and  declaring  that  the  Americans  entered 
their  country  as  friends  and  protectors,  and  not  as  enemies,  were 
immediately  dispersed  among  them;  and  believing  that  they 
would  be  encouraged  thereby,  it  was  determined  to  advance 
directly  on  St.  John's.  The  American  force,  amounting  to  about 
one  thousand  men,  entirely  destitute  of  artillery,  embarked  on 
the  Sorel  on  the  ffth,  and  proceeding  towards  St.  John's,  landed 
within  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  that  place,  in  a  swamp,  from 
whence  they  marched  in  order  towards  the  fort,  for  the  purpose 
of  reconnoitring  its  situation.  On  the  march  they  were  sud- 
denly attacked  by  a  body  of  Indians  whom  they  dispersed  ;  after 
which,  they  threw  up  a  small  entrenchment,  and  encamped  for 
the  night.     The  intelligence  received  at  this  place,  respecting  the 

situation 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  SOQ 

situation  of  St.  John's,  and  of  the  vessel  preparing  to  enter  lake    chap.  v. 
Champlain,  determined  them  to  return  to  the  Isle  Aux  Noix,  there       i775. 
to  wait  for  their  remaining. troops  and  artillery;  and,   in  the 
mean  time,  to  secure  the  entrance  of  the  lakes. 

The  Isle  Aux  Noix  lies  at  the  junction  of  the  Sorel  with  lake 
Champlain ;  and  to  prevent  the  armed  vessels  at  St.  John's  from 
entering  the  latter,  a  boom  was  drawn  across  the  channel, 
which  is  narrow  at  that  place. 

General  Schuyler,  who  had  been  for  some  time  much  indis- 
posed, became  now  so  excessively  ill,  as  to  be  unable  to  leave 
his  bed,  and  the  command  devolved  on  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Livingston,  a  gentleman  residing  on  the  river  Chamblie, 
who  was  very  strongly  attached  to  the  American  cause,  and 
had  rendered  it  great  service,  pressed  so  earnestly  for  a  detach- 
ment from  the  army  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  St. 
John's  and  La  Prairie,  that  a  party  was  ordered  out  for  that  ser- 
vice. But  it  was  seized  with  one  of  those  panics  to  which  raw 
troops  are  peculiarly  liable,  and  without  having  seen  any  real 
danger,  they  fled  precipitately  back  to  camp. 

Livingston,  in  the  mean  time,  counting  on  the  aid  for  which 
he  had  applied,  had  assembled  about  three  hundred  Canadian 
volunteers,  and  grew  extremely  apprehensive  of  being  left  ex- 
posed to  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy. 


Montgomery  flattered  himself,   that  his  troops,   ashamed  of  ?5*« 
their  late  misconduct,  were  determined  to  retrieve  their  repu- 
tation ; 


of  Sk 
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£|J^J'    tation ;  and,  as  the  artillery  and  expected  reinforcements  had 
J775-       now  arrived,  he  again  embarked  his  army,  consisting  of  not 
quite  two  thousand  men,  on  the  Sorel,  and  proceeded  to  invest 
fort  St.  Johns. 

This  place  was  garrisoned  by  five  or  six  hundred  regulars,  with 
about  two  hundred  Canadian  militia,  and  was  well  provided 
with  artillery  and    military  stores.     The   army  of  Canada,  as 
well  as  the  other  armies  of  the  United  Colonies,  was  almost  en- 
tirely without  powder,  and  of  consequence  the  siege  made  slowr 
progress.     Their  necessities  in  this  respect  were  fortunately  re- 
chplUbu°f  **  freve(*  ty  the  capture  of  fort  Chamblie,  which,  being  supposed 
to  be  covered  by  fort  St.  John's,  was  not  in  a  defensible  condi- 
tion.    This  port  was  suddenly  attacked,  and  carried  by  a  de- 
tachment, consisting  of  about  fifty  united  colonists,  under  Ma- 
jor Brown,  and  three  hundred  Canadians,  under  Major  Living- 
ston.    The  garrison  became  prisoners  of  war,  and  some  pieces 
of  artillery  were  taken ;  but  the  most  valuable  acquisition  made 
at  this  place  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  gun- 
powder, wrhich  enabled  the  American  General  to  proceed  with 
vigor  against  St.  John's.     Though  the  only  person  in  his  camp 
possessing    any  military  experience,  he  was  over-ruled  in  his 
plans  by  his  field  officers ;  and  with  extreme  mortification  de- 
clared in  one  of  his  letters  to  General  Schuyler,  that  the  place 
could  not  be  taken  till  it  should  surrender  for  want  of  provi- 
sions ;  and  that  if  he  did  not  fear  the  public  service  might  suffer, 
he  would  not  stay  one  hour  longer  at  the  head  of  troops  whose 
operations  be  could  not  direct.     The  garrison  defended  them- 
selves with  resolution,  and  indulged  for  some  time  the  hope  of 
being  relieved. 

ColoneET 
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Colonel  M'Lean,  a  veteran  officer,  had  exerted  himself  to  ^p-  v- 
raise  a  Scotch  regiment,  under  the  title  of  Royal  Highland  Emi-  ws 
grants,  to  be  composed  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  who 
had  lately  arrived  in  America,  and  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
troubles  had  not  obtained  settlements.  With  these  and  a  few 
hundred  Canadians  the  Colonel  was  posted  near  the  junction  of 
the  Sorel  with  the  St.  Lawrence.  General  Carleton  was  at 
Montreal,  where,  with  great  difficulty,  he  had  collected  about 
a  thousand  men,  chiefly  Canadians.  Among  them  were  some 
regulars  and  volunteers,  and  several  British  officers.  At  the 
head  of  these  troops  he  hoped  to  effect  a  junction  with  M'Lean, 
after  which  he  designed  to  march  with  his  whole  force  against 
Montgomery,  and  endeavour  to  raise  the  siege ;  but  on  attempt- 
ing to  cross  over  from  Montreal,  he  was  encountered,  and  en-  w«*rf cenc- 

&  '  ral  Carleton  tt 

tirely  defeated  at  Longuid  by  a  detachment  of  American  troops  ^»8u^- 
under  Colonel  Warner.     Another  party  advanced  on  M'Lean, 
^ho,  being  entirely  abandoned  by  his  Canadians,  so  soon  as 
they  were  informed  of  the  defeat  of  the  Governor,  and  having 
slso  received  information  that   Arnold  was  approaching  Point 
Ijevy  precipitately  retreated  to  Quebec.     The  Americans  occu- 
pied the  post  he  had  abandoned,  and  immediately  erected  batte- 
xies  on  a  point  of  land  at  the  junction  of  the  Sorel  with  the  St. 
ULawrence,  where  they  also  constructed  several  armed  rafts  and 
floating  batteries  to  prevent  Carleton  with  the  vessels  at  Mon- 
treal from  escaping  down  the  river. 


Montgomery,  who,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  he  expc-  st.  john'scapi- 
=«rienced  from  his  troops,  was  pressing  the   siege  of  St.  John's 
~^vith  great  vigour,  advanced  his  works  very  near  the  fort,  when 
^ihe  account  of  the  success  at  Longuid  reached  him.     On  receipt^ 

of 
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of  this  intelligence  he  permitted  one  of  the  prisoners  to  go  into 
the  fort,  with  whom  he  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a  letter  to 
Major  Preston,  the  commanding  officer,  requiring  him  to  sur- 
render, and  thereby  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  which 
much  necessarily  be  occasioned  by  a  fruitless  and  obstinate  re- 
sistance. All  hopes  of  relief  having  now  vanished,  and  having 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  obtain  some  delay,  the  garrison  capitu- 
lated, on  being  allowed,  in  consideration  of  their  brave  defence 
of  the  place,  the  honours  of  war. 


Scarcely  was  this  first  success  obtained,  when  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  short  enlistments  began  to  discover  themselves.  The 
time  of  service  for  which  the  troops  had  engaged  being  now 
near  expiring,  great  difficulty  Was  experienced  in  prevailing  on 
them  to  proceed  farther ;  and  the  General  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  stipulating  explicitly,  that  all  who  wished  it  should  be 
discharged  at  Montreal,  before  he  could  induce  them  even  to 
march  against  that  place.  Having  effected  this  compromise  he 
proceeded  against  Montreal,  while  his  floating  batteries,  under 
Colonel  Easton,  advanced  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  not  only 
effectually  prevented  the  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  from 
making  the  escape  they  had  projected  to  Quebec,  but  drove 
them  from  their  anchors  still  higher  up  the  river. 


Montreal  sur- 
renders. 


Montreal  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  defended.  Montgo- 
mery, after  engaging  to  allow  the  Canadians  their  own  laws, 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  the  privilege  of  governing 
themselves,  took  peaceable  possession  of  the  town,  and  Gover- 
nor Carleton  retired  to  his  flotilla.  While  preparations  were 
making  to  attack  the  vessels  with  the  floating  batteries  under 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Easton,  aided  by  some  boats  from  Montreal,  carrying  a  chap.  v. 
few  field  pieces,  and  their  destruction  was  considered  as  certain,  1775- 
the  Governor  was  conveyed  in  a  boat  with  muffled  oars  down 
the  river  in  a  dark  night,  and  made  his  escape  to  Quebec.  The 
fleet  soon  afterwards  surrendered,  and  the  General  prepared  with 
the  utmost  expedition  to  proceed  with  the  few  troops  who  were 
willing  to  follow  him  to  the  capital  of  Canada. 

At  Montreal  he  found,  to  his  extreme  mortification,  that  hii 
promise  to  discharge  them  was  claimed  by  many  of  his  soldiers. 
He  offered  a  suit  of  the  clothes  taken  with  that  town  to  those 
who  would  engage  to  serve  only  till  the  15th  day  of  April,  but 
they  could  not  be,  generally,  prevailed  on  to  re-enlist.  Thes* 
imtoward  circumstances  only  stimulated  their  gallant  leader  to 
more  vigorous  exertions.  In  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  of 
the  17th  November,  he  says,  "  I  have  had  great  difficulties  about 
the  troops.  .  I  am  afraid  many  of  them  will  go  home ;  however, 
depending  on  my  good  fortune,  I  hope  to  keep  enough  to  give 
the  final  blow  to  ministerial  politics  in  this  province;  and  I 
lope  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  their  laying 
-liold  of  it  again." 

It  was  necessary  to  leave  a  sufficient  number  of  his  small 
«orps  at  Montreal,  St.  John's,  and  Chamblie,  to  garrison  those 
jriaces,  keep  open  the  communication  between  Quebec  and  the 
XJnited  Colonies,  preserve  the  dependence  of  the  Canadians, 
xnrerawe  the  Indians,  and  hold  in  check  the  garrisons  above 
Aim  at  Detroit  and  Niagara.  When  these  essential  objects  were 
provided  for  with  the  utmost  possible  economy  of  men,  they 
^et  formed  such  deductions  from  his  force,  as  to  leave  but  little 
'more  than  three  hundred  men  to  follow  their  General  in  the  en- 
*:erprize  against  Quebec. 

vol.  11.  s  s  General 
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^^3/  General  Washington,  foreseeing  that  the  whole  force  of  Cana~ 
'77S-  da  would  be  concentrated  about  Montreal,  had  projected  an  expe- 
dition against  Quebec,  by  a  detachment  from  his  camp  before 
Boston,  which  was  to  march  by  the  way  of  Kennebec  river,  and 
passing  through  the  dreary  wilderness  lying  between  the  settled 
parts  of  Maine  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  crossing  the  rugged 
mountains,  and  deep  morasses,  which  abounded  in  that  country, 
to  penetrate  into  Canada  about  ninety  miles  below  Montreal. 

The  object  proposed  by  this  hardy  enterprize  was  either  to 
compel  Carleton,  whose  force  would  not  admit  of  a  division,  to 
draw  his  troops  from  the  upper  country,  and  thereby  open  an 
easy  passage  to  the  army  invading  the  province  by  the  way  of 
the  river  Sorel,  or,  if  he  should  maintain  that  position,  to  take 
possession  of  Quebec,  which  all  his  accounts  assured  him  was 
absolutely  unable  to  hold  out  against  the  force  which  would 
appear  before  it ;  and,  if  attacked  by  an  American  army  before 
the  return  of  Carleton,  would  surrender  without  firing  a  shot. 

*&£**  ST"       ^"s  ^duous  enterprize  was  committed  to  Colonel  Arnold. 

xm^M*?  About  a  thousand  men,  consisting  of  New  England  infantry, 
Some  volunteers  *,  a  company  of  artillery,  under  a  Captain  Lamb, 
and  three  companies  of  rifle  men,  were. selected  for  the  service. 

Notwithstanding  the  unremitting  exertions  of  the  General, 
the  delays  in  expediting  them,  occasioned  by  the  derangements 
of  the  army,  were  such,  that  they  could  not  commence  their 
march  till  about  the  middle  of  September. 

The  success  of  this  expedition  very  much  depended  on  the 

•  Colonel  Burr,  since  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  was  of  this  number. 

friendly  - 
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fiiendly  temper  of  the  province ;  and  the  instructions  given  to 
Arnold,  inculcated  with  great  care,  the  cultivation  of  a  good  un- 
derstanding with  the  Canadians.  They  even  enjoined  him  to 
abandon,  the  enterprize,  if  this  sudden  invasion  of  their  country 
should  threaten  to  irritate  them,  and  induce  them  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  United  Colonies.  He  was  also  particularly. di- 
rected to  use  the  utmost  possible  expedition ;  to  keep  up  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  upper  army,  which,  it  was  hoped,  might 
be  effected  by  means  of  the  St.  Francois  Indians ;  and  to  keep 
the  General  himself  regularly  informed  of  every  event  of  im- 
portance which  should  occur.  He  was  furnished  with  about 
one  thousand  pounds  in  specie  to  defray  contingent  expences, 
and  with  a  cargo  of  manifestoes  to  be  dispersed  through  Canada. 

The  letter  accompanying  these  orders  is  strongly  indicative  of 
the  impressions  which  had  been  received  of  the  dispositions  of 
the  Canadians,  as  well  as  of  the  importance  attributed  to  that 
province  in  the  existing  war. 

"  You  are,"  said  the  General,  "  entrusted  with  a  command 
of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  interests  and  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica ;  upon  your  conduct  and  courage,  and  that  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  detached  on  this  expedition,  not  only  the  success 
of  the  present  enterprise,  and  your  own  honour,  but  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  whole  Continent  may  depend.  I  charge  you 
therefore,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command,  as 
you  value  your  own  safety  and  honour,  and  the  favour  and 
esteem  of  your  country,  that  you  consider  yourselves  as  march- 
ing, not  through  an  enemy's  country,  but  that  of  your  friends 
and  brethren,  for  such  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  and  the  In- 
dian nations  have  approved  themselves,  in  this  unhappy  contest 

s  s  2  between 
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*^£T^  between  Great  Britain  and  America.  That  you  check,  by  every 
*775-  motive  of  duty  and  fear  of  punishment,  every  attempt  to  plun- 
der and  insult  the  inhabitants  of  Canada.  Should  any  American 
soldier  be  so  base  and  infamous  as  to  injure  any  Canadian  or 
Indian  in  his  person  or  property,  I  do  most  earnestly  enjoin 
you  to  bring  him  to  such  severe  and  exemplary  punishment 
as  the  enormity  of  the  crime  may  require;  should  it  extend  to 
death  itself,  it  will  not  be  disproportionate  to  its  guilt  at  such  a. 
time,  and  in  such  a  cause.  But  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  brave 
men  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  in  this  expedition  wall  be  go- 
verned by  far  different  views ;  that  their  order,  discipline,  and 
regularity  of  behaviour,  will  be  as  conspicuous  as  their  valour. 
I  also  give  it  in  charge  to  you,  to  avoid  all  disrespect  to,  and 
contempt  of,  the  religion  of  the  country,  and  its  ceremonies. 
Prudence,  policy,  and  a  true  christian  spirit,  will  lead  us  to  look 
with  compassion  on  their  errors,  without  insulting  them.  While 
we  are  contending  for  our  own  liberty,  we  should  be  very  cau- 
tious of  violating  the  rights  of  conscience  in  others,  and  should 
ever  consider,  that  God  alone  is  the  judge  of  the  hearts  of  men, 
and  to  him  only,  in  this  case,  they  are  answerable. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  beg  you  to  inculcate  on  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  strictest  order 
during  their  march  through  Canada.  To  represent  to  them  the 
shame,  disgrace,  and  ruin  to  themselves,  and  country,  if  they 
should  by  their  conduct  turn  the  hearts  of  our  brethren  in  Ca- 
nada against  us.  And  on  the  other  hand,  the  honour  and  re- 
wards which  await  them,  if,  by  their  prudence  and  good  beha- 
viour, they  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  Canadians  and  Indi- 
ans 
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ans  to  the  great  interests  of  America,  and  convert  those  favour-    chap.  v. 
ahle  dispositions  they  have  shewn  into  a  lasting  union."  1775- 

The  opinion  which  had  been  formed  of  the  favourable  dispo- 
sitions of  the  Canadians  was  *not  disappointed  by  the  event. 
They  gave  essential  aid  to  the  Americans,  and  very  much  facili- 
tated their  march  through  that  province.  But  the  previous  diffi- 
culties to  be  surmounted  were  much  greater  than  had  been  ap- 
prehended. The  country  had  never  been  well  explored,  and  it 
opposed  obstacles  to  the  march,  which  only  perseverance  like 
that  of  Arnold's,  and  his  brave  and  hardy  followers  could  have 
conquered.  Colonel  Enos,  who  commanded  the  rear  division, 
consisting  of  one  third  of  the  detachment,  returned  from  the  Dead 
River,  a  branch  of  the  Kennebec,  with  his  men ;  and,  though 
his  appearance  excited  at  first  the  utmost  indignation  in  the 
army,  yet  on  being  arrested,  he  was  acquitted  by  a  court-martial, 
on  the  principle,  that  it  was  absolutely  impracticable  to  obtain 
provisions  on  the  route  sufficient  to  preserve  his  troops  from 
perishing  with  famine. 

Arnold,  who,  at  the  head  of  the  twofirst  divisions  still  prosecuted 
lis  march,  was  thirty-two  days  traversing  a  hideous  wilderness 
without  seeing  a  house,  or  any  thing  human.     The  troops  were 
Hinder  the  necessity  of  hauling  their  batteaux  lip  rapid  streams, 
of  taking  them  upon  their  shoulders,  with  all  their  provisions, 
across  carrying  places,  and  of  traversing,  and  frequently  repass- 
ing, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  their  baggage,  deep  morasses, 
"thick  woods,  and  high  ijiountains*     These  impediments,  not- 
withstanding the  zealous  and   wonderfully   persevering  exer- 
tions of  his  men,  so  protracted  his  march,   that,  though  he 

had 
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chap.  v.    had  expected  certainly  to  enter  Canada  about  the  middle  of  Oc- 
iT7^     tober,  he  did  not  reach  the  first  settlements  on  the  Chaudiere, 
which  empties  itself  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  near  Quebec,  till  the 
third  of  November. 

On  the  high  grounds  which  separate  the  waters  of  the  Ken- 
nebec from  those  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  scanty  remnant  of 
provisions  was  divided  among  the  companies,  each  of  which 
was  directed,  without  attempting  to  preserve  any  connection 
with  another,  to  march  with  the  utmost  possible  celerity  into 
the  inhabited  country.  Whilst  those  who  gained  the  front  were 
yet  thirty  miles  from  the  first  poor  and  scattered  habitations 
which  composed  that  frontier  of  Canada,  their  last  morsel  of 
food  was  consumed.  But,  preceded  by  Arnold,  who  went  for- 
ward for  the  purpose  of  procuring  for  them  something  which 
might  satisfy  the  first  demands  of  Nature,  the  troops  still  perse- 
vered in  their  labours,  with  a  vigour  unimpaired  by  the  hard- 
ships they  had  encountered,  until  they  once  more  found  them- 
selves in  regions  frequented  by  human  beings. 

After  a  march  of  such  unexampled  fatigue,  no  further  time 
was  allowed  for  repose  than  was  barely  sufficient  to  collect  the 
rear,  which  was  greatly  scattered,  and  to  refresh  the  men, 
during  which  time  the  address,  signed  by  General  Washington, 
was  published,  and  every  assurance  given  to  the  people  that 
they  came  to  protect,  and  not  to  plunder  them.  The  line  of 
march  was  resumed,  and  on  the  ninth  of  November  this  gallant 
corps  reached  Point  Levi,  opposite  Quebec. 

The  town  was  almost  entirely  without  a  garrison ;  and  no- 
thing 
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thing  could  exceed  the  astonishment  of  the  inhabitants.  They  chap.  v. 
would  almost  as  soon  as  have  expected  to  see  an  army  descend-  i77S. 
ing  from  the  clouds,  as  emerging  from  the  hideous  wilderness 
through  which  this  hardy  detachment  had  made  its  way.  Could 
Arnold  have  immediately  crossed  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  availed 
himself  of  their  first  consternation  it  is  believed  to  be  certain 
that  he  might  have  entered  the  place  without  opposition ;  but  a 
very  high  wind,  and  the  want  of  boats  rendered  the  passage  of 
the  river  impossible. 

One  of  his  Indian  messengers,  dispatched  with  letters  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  had  either  betrayed  him,  or  been  intercepted ; 
whereby  intelligence  of  his  approach  was  communicated  to 
Colonel  M'Lean,  then  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel ;  and  that  ex- 
perienced officer,  trembling  for  the  capital  of  the  province,  im- 
mediately determined  to  throw  himself  into  it,  and  endeavour  to 
defend  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the  winds,  for  several  nights,  con- 
tinued so  high  as  to  render  the  passage  of  the  river  in  the  canoes 
collected  from  the  people  of  the  country,  and  found  on  the  south- 
ern bank,  too  hazardous  to  be  attempted ;  and  it  was  only  in 
the  night  that  the  Americans  could  hope  to  cross,  because  the 
Lizard  frigate  had  Anchored  opposite  the  town,  and  three  other 
armed  vessels  of  smaller  size,  were  distributed  in  different  sta- 
tions, so  as  to  guard  the  river  for  some  distance  above  Wolfe's 
Cove.  Armed  boats  were  also  employed  to  ply  around  the  ships, 
and  thus  the  passage  of  the  river,  even  in  the  night  had  become 
a  very  critical  operation.  Whilst  the  Americans  were  thus  un- 
avoidably detained,  Colonel  M'Lean,  with  his  corps  of  emi- 
grants, entered  the  city. 

At 
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chap.  v.  At  length  the  wind  moderated,  and  Arnold,  leaving  behind 
i775.  him  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  make  ladders,  determined 
Thcirmic*  be  to  attempt  the  river.  Eluding  the  armed  vessels,  and  conquering 
a  very  rapid  current,  he,  with  infinite  difficulty  and  danger; 
crossed  over  in  the  night,  and  landed  the  van  of  his  little  army 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  place,  which  is  rendered  so 
very  memorable  by  the  debarkation  of  General  Wolfe  in  the  year 
1759.  The  rugged  cliffs  which  continue  on  the  northern  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  for  some  distance  above  Quebec,  being  at 
this  place  absolutely  impracticable,  he  marched  down  on  the 
shore,  to  Wolfe's  Cove ;  and  ascending  with  his  band  of  hardy 
followers,  the  same  precipice  which  had  opposed  such  obstacles 
to  the  British  hero,  he  too  formed  his  small  corps  on  the  heights 
near  the  plains  tof  Abraham. 

The  dangerous  and  difficult  operations  of  crossing  the  river  in 
canoes,  while  the  passage  was  so  vigilantly  guarded  by  ships  of 
war,  and  gaining  the  almost  perpendicular  heights  of  the  oppo- 
site shore,  were  completed  by  the  advanced  party,  consisting  of 
-the  rifle  companies,  soon  after  midnight.  It  was  necessary  to 
wait  for  the  residue  of  the  detachment,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
a  council  of  all  the  officers  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  determi- 
ning on  their  future  measures.  Lieutenants  Humphries  and 
Keith  of  Morgan's  company  of  Virginia  rifle-men,  who  had  been 
detached  towards  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  the 
enemy,  reported  that  they  had  perceived  the  centinels,  who 
seemed  alert  at  their  posts,  and  who  challenged  them  *on  their 
approach. 

Neither  this  intelligence,  nor  the  circumstance  of  their  having 

while 
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while  on  the  river  shore,  fired  into  a  barge  making  from  the  har-    ?"1^J; 
bour  to  the  Lizard  sloop  of  war,  nor  the  situation  of  his  troops,        »77^ 
who  were  neither  properly  supplied  with  bayonets,  spears,  or 
ammunition,    deterred  Arnold  from  proposing  in  council,   to 
march  immediately  against  Quebec.     He  counted  on  surprising 
the  place  and  finding  the  gates  open. 

But  this  opinion,  which  was  not  very  earnestly  pressed,  was 
overruled.  After  having  sjiewn  themselves  on  point  Levi,  and 
having  fired  from  the  northern  shore,  into  a  barge  which  imme- 
diately returned  towards  the  harbour;  and  after  the  report  of 
their  reconnoitring  party ;  the  expectation  of  finding  the  garrison 
entirely  off  its  guard,  was  deemed  too  much  against  every  pro- 
bability to  be  in  any  degree  calculated  on.  Yet  subsequent  infor- 
mation assured  them  that,  notwithstanding  these  appearances, 
the  gate  called  St.  John's,  was  then  open,  at  which  the  town 
might  undoubtedly  have  been  entered.  From  some  unaccounta- 
ble negligence,  no  report  was  made  to  the  governor,  by  the  crew 
of  the  boat  which  had  been  fired  into,  till  the  next  day ;  and  no 
suspicion  was  entertained  that  Arnold  had  crossed  the  river. 

Though  disappointed  in  the  expectation  of  surprising  Quebec^ 
Arnold  did  not  immediately  relinquish  the  hope  of  obtaining  pos- 
session of  that  important  place.  Not  superior  to  the  enemy  in 
point  of  numbers,  and  without  a  single  piece  of  artillery,  or 
other  implements  for  a  siege,  he  was  obviously  incapable  of 
acting  offensively ;  but  he  flattered  himself  that  a  defection  in 
the  garrison,  might  yet  put  the  capital  of  Canada  into  his  hands. 
With  this  view,  he  paraded  on  the  heights,  near  the  town,  for 
some  days ;  and  sent  two  flags  to  summon  it  to  surrender.     -But 

vol.  ii-  t  t  the- 
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chap.  v.  the  presence  of  Colonel  M'liean,  an  experienced  and  vigilant 
i775.  officer,  and  who  was  indefatigable  in  making  arrangements  for 
the  defence  of  the  town,  restrained  those  measures  which  the 
fears  of  the  inhabitants  dictated.  Deeming  it  unsafe  to  admit  of 
any  communication  with  the  assailants,  he  refused  to  receive  the 
flag,  and  fired  on  the  officer  who  bore  it.  Intelligence  too  was 
soon  obtained  that  the  first  alarm  was  visibly  wearing  off,  and 
giving  place  to  other  sentiments  unfavourable  to  the  hopes  of  the 
assailants.  Fears  for  the  vast  property  contained  in  the  town 
soon  united  the  disaffected ;  and  they  were,  at  their  own  re- 
quest, embodied  and  armed.  The  sailors  too  were  landed,  and 
placed  at  the  batteries  ;  and  by  these  means  the  garrison  had  be- 
come more  numerous  than  the  American  army. 

Arnold,  whose  numbers,  after  collecting  those  he  had  left  on 
the  south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  did  not  now  exceed  seven 
hundred  men,  was  in  no  condition  to  risk  an  action.  In  his  la- 
borious, and  almost  unparalelled  march  through  the  wilderness, 
nearly  one  third  of  his  muskets  had  been  rendered  useless ;  and 
his  ammunition  was  found  upon  examination,  to  have  sustained 
such  damage,  that  his  riflemen  had  not  more  than  ten,  nor*  his 
other  troops  more  than  six  pounds  per  man.  In  this  hazardous 
situation  he  was  informed,  that  a  body  of  two  hundred  men  who 
had  escaped  from  Montreal,  were  descending  the  river ;  and  that 
M'Lean  intended  making  a  sortie  from  the  town,  at  the  head 
Arnold  retire.    0f  his  garrison  attended  by  some  field  pieces.     Under  these  cir- 

to   Point   Au«  "  . 

Trembles.  cumstances,  he  thought  it  most  advisable  to  retire  with  his  small 
party  to  Point  Aux  Trembles,  twenty  miles  above  Quebec,  there 
to  await  the  arrival  of  Montgomery.  On  their  march  they  saw 
the  vessel  on  board  which  was  General  Carlton,  and  afterwards 

found 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  323 

found  that  he  had  been  on  shore  at  Point  Aux  Trembles,  a  very    chap.  v. 
few  hours  before  they  reached  that  place.  ,77$. 

In  war,  the  success  of  the  most  judicious  plans  often  depends  on 
accidents  not  to  be  foreseen  or  controuled.  Seldom  has  the  truth 
of  this  position  been  more  clearly  demonstrated,  than  in  the  issue 
of  the  expedition  conducted  by  Colonel  Arnold.  The  situation 
of  the  enemy  conformed  exactly  to  the  expectations  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  Not  suspecting  that  so  bold  and  difficult  an 
enterprize  could  possibly  be  meditated,  Quebec  had  been  left  en- 
tirely defenceless,  and  all  the  strength  of  the  province  had  been 
collected  towards  the  lakes.  Could  Arnold  have  reached  that 
place  but  a  few  days  sooner ;  could  he  even  have  crossed  the 
river  on  his  first  arrival  at  Point  Levi,  before  the  town  was  en- 
tered by  M'Lean ;  had  Colonel  Enos  been  able  to  follow  the 
main  body  with  his  division  of  the  detachment  J  or  had  the  first 
moments  after  passing  the  St.  Lawrence  been  seized ;  every  pro- 
bability favours  the  opinion,  that  this  hardy,  and  well-judged  ex- 
pedition, would  have  been  crowned  with  the  most  brilliant  suc- 
cess. Had  Arnold  even  been  careful  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  from  all  fears  respecting  their  property,  there  is  much 
reason  to  believe,  they  would  have  refused  to  defend  it.  But  al- 
though this  bold  enterprize  was  planned  with  judgment,  and  ex- 
ecuted with  vigour ;  although  the  means  employed  were  ade- 
quate to  the  object ;  yet  the  concurrence  of  several  minute  and 
unfavourable  incidents,  entirely  defeated  it,  and  deprived  it  of 
that  eclat  to  which  it  was  justly  entitled. 

General  Montgomery  having  clothed  his  almost  naked  troops 
at  Montreal,  which  he  garrisoned,  and  provided  clothes  also,  for 
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Phap.  v.  those  of  Arnold ;  and  having  sent  several  small  detachments  in- 
i77$.  to  the  country  to  strengthen  his  interest  with  the  Canadians,  and 
obtain  supplies  of  provisions,  proceeded  at  the  head  of  the  resi- 
due of  his  army,  amounting  to  about  three  hundred  men,  with 
his  usual  expedition,  to  join  Colonel  Arnold,  at  Point  Aux  Trem- 
bles, after  which  he  marched  directly  to  Quebec.  But,  before 
his  arrival,  Governor  Carlton  had  entered  the  town,  and  was 
making  every  preparation  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The  garrison 
now  consisted  of  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  of  whom  eight 
hundred  were  militia,  and  between  four  and  five  hundred  were 
teamen.  Montgomery's  effective  force  was  stated  by  himself  at 
only  eight  hundred  men.  Relying  more,  for  success,  on  the 
impression  his  past  victories,  and  the  opinion  of  his  present 
strength,  would  make  on  the  fears  of  the  garrison,  than  on  his 
actual  force,  he,  on  his  first  appearance,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Governor,  magnifying  his  own  resources  and  demanding  a  sur- 
render. The  determination  to  hold  no  communcation  with  the 
Americans  was  still  preserved,  and  the  flag  was  fired  on.  *  Yet 
he  contrived  means  to  send  in  a  letter,  in  which  he  sought  to 
alarm  the  fears  of  Carlton,  and  of  the  inhabitants,  by  represent- 
ing the  irritation  of  his  victorious  army  at  the  injuries  they  had 
sustained,  and  the  difficulty  with  which  he  restrained  them ;  and 
in  which  he  stated  his  perfect  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the 
wretched  motly  garrison,  and  the  impossibility  of  defending  the 
place.  But  the  determination  of  Carlton  was  taken  -K  and  the 
letters  of  the  American  General  could  not  change  it. 

The  situation  of  Montgomery  was  such  as  would  have  filled 
with  despair  a  mind  less  vigorous,  less  brave,  and  less  sanguine 
than  his.     The  intense  cold  had  set  in,  and  in  that  climate,  in  die. 
*  winter 
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winter,  and  in'  the  open  air,  it  is  almost  too  severe  for  the  human  chap.  v. 
system,  without  all  the  aids  usually  provided  against  it.  His  1775- 
raw,  undisciplined  troops,  were  unaccustomed  to  the  hardships 
even  of  an  ordinary  campaign  ;  and  the  terms  of  service  of  those 
who  had  accompanied  Arnold,  were  expiring.  His  numbers 
were  not  sufficient  to  render  success  probable,  according  to  any 
common  principle  of  calculation,  and  the  prospect  of  their  be- 
ing diminished  by  time  was  much  greater  than  of  their  being 
increased.  But  relying  on  their  courage,  on  himself  and  his 
fortune,  and  on  the  fears  of  the  garrison,  stimulated  too  by  the 
high  expectations  formed  by  all  America  of  his  success,  and  by 
*the  dread  of  disappointing  those  expectations,  he  determined  to 
lay  immediate  siege  to  the  town. 

In  a  few  days  he  opened  a  six  gun  battery  within  about  seven  Jf^J^ 
hundred  yards  of  the  walls,  but  his  artillery  was  too  light  to  *****"* 
make  a  breach,  and  he  did  not  calculate  on  any  effect  from  it. 
His  object  was  to  amuse  the  enemy,  and  to  conceal  his  real  de- 
sign. 

Although  the  excessive  hardships  to  which  the  troops  were  ex- 
posed, hardships  which  seemed  to  surpass  human  bearing,  were 
supported  with  great  constancy  and  firmness,  Montgomery 
feared  that  they  would  at  length  yield  to  the  force  of  such  conti- 
nued sufferings ;  and,  as  he  would  soon  have  no  legal  authority 
to  retain  a  part  of  them,  he  apprehended  that  he  should  be  aban- 
doned by  those  who  would  have  a  right  to  leave  him.  Other  con- 
si  derations  of  a  personal  nature  were,  probably,  not  without 
their  influence.  Though  he  had  embraced  the  American  cause 
jpdth  enthusiasm,  he  had  become  wearied  with    its    service. 

Trained 
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chap.  v.  Trained  to  arms  in  a  school,  where  strict  discipline,  and  implicit 
1775.  obedience  were  taught  and  practised,  all  his  habits,  not  less 
than  his  judgment,  were  shocked  by  the  temper  which  the 
American  troops  brought  with  them  into  the  field.  A  spirit  of 
insubordination  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  mass.  Not  only 
the  quotas  of  different  colonies,  but  in  some  cases  even  different 
regiments,  appeared  disposed  to  consider  themselves  as  entirely 
independent  of  each  other ;  and  all  thought  themselves  entitled 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted.  The 
General  himself  possessed  little  other  authority  than  was  be- 
stowed on  him,  by  his  personal  talents,  and  his  arts  of  persua- 
sion. Nor  was  a  much  brighter  prospect  opening  for  the  fii- ' 
ture.  The  cause  to  which  the  extremity  of  the  evil  was  to  be 
attributed,  threatened  still  to  continue,  and  the  United  Colonies 
seemed  still  determined  to  rest  their  defence  on  temporary  ar- 
mies. With  infinite  judgment  and  address  he  had  heretofore 
successfully  struggled  with  the  difficulties  attendant  on  this  un- 
promising state  of  things ;  but  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  he  was  unwilling  that  his  life,  and  his  fame  should  continue 
so  much  to  depend  on  the  wayward  caprice  of  others.  He  had 
determined  to  withdraw  from  the  army,  and  had  signified  before 
marching  from  Montreal,  his  resolution  to  resign  the  commission 
which  had  been  conferred  on  him.  It  is  not  improbable  that  tbe 
desire  of  closing  his  military  career,  with  a  degree  of  brilliancy, 
suited  to  the  elevation  of  his  mind,  by  the  conquest  of  Quebec, 
and  the  addition  of  Canada  to  the  United  Colonies,  strengthened 
those  motives  which  were  furnished  by  the  actual  state  of  Ame* 
iican  affairs,  for  a  vigorous  effort  to  terminate  the  war  in  that 
quarter,     impressed  with  the  real  necessity  of  taking  decisive 

steps, 
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steps,  and  impelled  by  his  native  courage,  this  accomplished  and    chap.  v. 
gallant  officer  determined  to  risk  an  assault.  i775. 

Of  such  materials  wks  his  little  army  composed  that  the  most 
desperate  hardihood  could  not  hope  to  succeed  in  the  purposed 
attempt,  unless  it  should  receive  the  approbation  of  all  his  troops^ 
It  was  therefore  necessary,  not  only  to  consult  the  officers  indi- 
vidually on  this  delicate  subject ;  but  to  obtain  also,  the  chear- 
ful  assent  of  the  soldiers,  to  the  meditated  enterprize.  The  pro- 
position was  at  first  received  very  coldly  by  a  part  of  Arnold's 
corps,  who  were  by  some  means  disgusted  with  their  command- 
ing officer  ;  but  the  influence  of  Morgan  who  was  particularly 
zealous  for  the  enterprize,  and  active  in  advocating  it,  and  who 
held  up  to  them,  as  a  very  powerful  inducement,  the  rights  con- 
ferred by  the  usages  of  war,  on  those  who  storm  a  fortified 
town,  at  length  prevailed;  and  the  assault  was  unanimously 
assented  to. 

Whilst  the  general  was  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  unsuccessful 
that  purpose,  the  garrison  received  intelligence  of  his  intention  "££ "*  dMt 
from  a  deserter.     This  circumstance  induced  him  to  change  the 
plan  of  his  attack,  which  had  been  originally,  to  attempt  both 
the  upper  and  lower  towns  at  the  same  time.     The  plan  now 
resolved  on  was,  to  divide  the  army  into  four  parts,  and  while 
two  of  them,  consisting  of  Canadians  under  Major  Livingston, 
and  a  small  party  under  Major  Brown,  were  to  distract  the  at- 
tention of  the  garrison  by  making  two  feints  against  the  upper 
town,  at  St,  John's,  and  Cape  Diamond ;  the  other  two  led 
the  one  by  Montgomery  in  person,  and  the  other  by  Arnold, 
"were  to  make  real  attacks  on  opposite  sides  of  the  lower  town- 
After 
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chap.  v.    After  gaining  possession  of  the  lower  town,  it  would  have  yet* 
1775.       been  extremely  difficult  to  conquer  the  obstacles  to  be  sur- 
mounted in  forcing  their  way  to  the  upper  town ;  but  as  all  the 
wealth  of  the  city  would  then  have  been  in  their  power,  it  was- , 
confidently  expected  that  the  inhabitants,  to  secure  their  pro- 
perty, would  compel  the  Governor  to  capitulate. 

Between  four  and  five  in  the  morning  the  signal  was  given, 
and  the  several  divisions  moved  to  the  assault  under  a  violent 
storm  of  snow.  The  plan  was  so  well  concerted,  that  "  from 
the  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  along  the  fortified  front  round 
to  the  basin,  every  part  seemed  equally  threatened/*  Montgo- 
mery, at  the  head  of  the  New  York  troops,  advanced  along  the 
St.  Lawrence  by  the  way  of  Aunce  de  Mere,  under  Cape  Dia- 
mond. The  first  barrier  to  be  surmounted  on  this  side  was  at 
the  Pot-ash.  It  was  defended  by  a  battery,  in  which  were 
mounted  a  few  pieces  of  artillery,  about  two  hundred  paces  in 
front  of  which  was  a  block  house  and  picket.  The  guard  placed 
at  the  block  house  being  chiefly  Canadians,  having  given  a  ran- 
dom and  harmless  £re,  threw  away  their  arms  and  fled  in  con- 
fusion to  the  barrier.  Their  terrors  were  communicated  to 
those  who  defended  this  important  pass ;  and  the  intelligence 
afterwards  received  by  the  American  prisoners  in  Quebec  was, 
that  the  battery  was  for  a  time  absolutely  deserted. 

Unfortunately,  the  difficulties  of  the  route  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  Montgomery  instantly  to  avail  himself  of  this  first  im- 
pression. Cape  Diamond,  around  which  he  was  to  make  his 
way,  presents  a  precipice,  the  foot  of  which  is  washed  by  the 
river,  where  enormous  and  rugged  masses  of  ice  had  been  piled 

on 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  32Q 

on  each  other,  so  as  to  render  the  way  almost  impassable.  Along  chap^v. 
the  scanty  path  leading  under  the  projecting  rocks  of  the  pre-  1775- 
cipice,  the  Americans  pressed  forward  in  a  narrow  file, .  till  they 
reached  the  block-house  and  picquet.  Montgomery,  who  was 
himself  in  front,  assisted  with  his  own  hands  to  cut  down  or  pull 
up  the  pickets,  and  open  a  passage  for  his  troops ;  but  the  ex- 
cessive roughness  and  difficulty  of  the  way  had  so  lengthened 
his  line  of  march,  that  he  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  halt  & 
few  minutes,  in  order  to  collect  a  force  with  which  he  might 
venture  to  proceed.  Having  re-assembled  about  two  hundred 
men,  whom  he  encouraged  alike  by  his  voice  and  his  example, 
he  advanced  boldly  and  rapidly  at  their  head  to  force  the  barrier. 
One  or  two  persons  had  now  ventured  to  return  to  the  battery,  v*xh  of 

.  ^  Montgomery. 

and  seizing  a  slow  match  standing  by  one  of  the  guns  discharged 
the  piece,  when  the  American  front  was  within  forty  paces  of  it. 
This  single  and  accidental  fire  was  a  fatal  one.  The  General, 
and  Captains  M'Pherson  and  Cheesman,  two  valuable  young 
officers  near  his  person,  the  first  of  whom  was  his  aid,  together 
with  his  orderly  serjeant  and  a  private,  were  killed  upon  the 
spot 

The  loss  of  their  General,  in  whom  their  confidence  had  been 
so  justly  placed,  discouraged  the  troops ;  and  Colonel  Campbell, 
on  whom  the  command  devolved,  but  who  did  not  partake  of 
that  spirit  of  heroism  which  had  animated  their  departed  Chief, 
made  no  attempt  to  prosecute  the  enterprize.  This  whole  divi- 
sion retired  precipitately  from  the  action,  and  left  the  garrison 
at  leisure,  after  recovering  from  the  consternation  into  which 
they  had  been  thrown,  to  direct  their  undivided  force  against 
Arnold. 

vol-  11.  u  u  The 


330  THE    LIFE    OP 

chap.  v.  The  division  commanded  by  this  officer  moved  in  files,  at  the 
l77S.  common  signal  for  the  attack,  along  the  street  of  St.  Roques  to- 
wards the  Saint  des  Matelots.  In  imitation  of  Montgomery 
he  too  led  the  forlorn  hope  in  person,  and  was  followed  by  Cap^ 
tain  Lamb  with  his  company  of  artillery,  and  a  field  piece 
mounted  on  a  sled.  Close  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery  was  the 
main  body,  in  front  of  which  was  Morgan's  company  of  rifle- 
men, commanded  by  himself.  At  the  Saint  des  Matelots,  the 
enemy  had  constructed  their  first  barrier,  and  had  erected  a  bat- 
tery of  two  twelve  pounders,  which  it  was  necessary  to  force.  The 
path  along  which  the  troops  were  to  march  had  been  rendered 
so  narrow  by  the  rough  cakes  of  ice  thrown  up  on  the  one  side 
from  St.  Charles,  and  by  the  works  erected  by  the  enemy  on 
the  other,  that  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  battery  in  front 
were  capable  of  raking  with  grape  shot  every  inch  of  the 
ground,  whilst  his  whole  right  flank  was  exposed  to  an  inces- 
sant fire  of  musketry  from  the  walls,  and  from  the  pickets  of 
the  garrison- 

In  this  order  Arnold  advanced  with  the  utmost  intrepidity 
along  the  St.  Charles  against  the  battery.  The  alarm  was  im- 
mediately given,  and  the  fire  on  his  flank  commenced,  which, 
however,  did  not  prove  very  destructive.  As  he  approached  the 
barrier  he  received  a  musket  ball  in  the  leg,  which  shattered  the 
bone,  and  he  was  carried  off  the  field  to  the  hospital.  Morgan 
rushed  forward  to  the  battery  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and 
received  from  one  of  the  pieces,  almost  at  its  mouth,  a  discharge 
of  grape  shot,  which  killed  only  one  man.  A  few  rifles  were 
immediately  fired  into  the  embrasures,  by  which  a  British  soldier 
was  wounded  in  the  head,  and   the  barricade  being  instantly: 

mounted, 
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mounted  *,  with  the  aid  of  ladders  brought  by  his  men,  on  their    chap.  v. 
shoulders,   the  battery   was   deserted  without  discharging  the       i77S. 
other  gun.     The  captain  of  the  guard,  with  the  greater  number 
of  his  men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  and  the  others 
made  their  escape. 

Morgan  formed  the  troops,  consisting  of  his  own  company, 
and  a  few  bold  individuals  who  had  pressed  forward  from  other 
parts  of  the  division,  in  the  street  within  the  barrier,  and  took 
into  custody  several  English  and  Canadian  burghers ;  but  his 
situation  soon  became  extremely  critical.  He  was  not  followed 
by  the  main  body  of  the  division ;  he  had  no  guide ;  and  was 
himself  totally  ignorant  of  the  situation  of  the  town.  It  was 
yet  extremely  dark,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  or  of  the  defences  to  be  encountered. 
Thus  circumstanced  it  was  thought  unadvisable  to  advance 
further. 

It  had  been  found  impossible  to  move  on  the  field  piece  which 
had  been  placed  in  front  of  the  line,  and  the  path  was  so  nar- 
row, that  there  was  much  difficulty  in  passing  it.  Only  Mor- 
gan's company  and  a  few  Pennsylvanians  led  by  Lieutenant 
Archibald  Steel,  and  a  few  individuals  of  other  companies,  had 
made  their  way  round  it,  and  with  the  forlorn  hope  had  entered 


*  Charles  Porterficld,  then  a  Serjeant,  and  afterwards  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  in 
the  state  garrison  regiment  of  Virginia,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cambden, 
»*as  the  first  person  who  crossed  the  barricade ;   Morgan  himself  was  the  second. 
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chap.  v.  the  town.  As  the  glow  produced  by  immense  exertion  gave 
1775.  way  to  the  cold,  which  was  so  intense  that  they  were  covered 
with  icicles,  and  as  the  ardour  excited  by  action  subsided,  when- 
they  were  no  longer  engaged,  even  this  daring  party  became  less 
animated.  While  waiting  in  total  ignorance  of  the  fate  of  the 
residue  of  the  division,  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  fury  of  the 
storm,  the  scattered  fire  still  kept  up  by  the  enemy,  principally 
in  their  rear,  the  paucity  of  their  numbers,  and  the  uncertainty 
concerning  their  future  operations,  visibly  affected  them.  It 
was,  after  some  deliberation,  determined,  that  they  should 
maintain  their  ground,  while  Morgan  returned  to  the  barrier 
they  had  passed,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  the  troops  who 
were  supposed  to  be  still  on  the  other  side  of  it- 

They  were  soon  joined  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green,  and 
Majors  Biggelow  and  Meiggs,  with  several  fragments  of  compa- 
nies, so  as  to  constitute  altogether  about  two  hundred  men. 
Among  the  hazards  which  must  for  ever  endanger  the  success  of 
enterprizes  undertaken  by  undisciplined  troops,  especially  in  the 
night,  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  certain,  that  no  given 
portion  of  the  force  employed  can  be  counted  on.  The  most 
daring  will  precipitate  themselves  into  the  midst  of  danger* 
whilst  the  less  intrepid,  or  the  less  ardent,  will  not  be  in  a  situ- 
ation to  support  them. 

As  the  light  of  day  began  to  appear,  this  small  but  gallant 
party  was  again  formed,  with  Morgan's  company  in  front ;  and 
with  one  voice  they  loudly  called  on  him  to  lead  them  against 
the  second  barrier,  which  was  now  known  to  be  less  than  forty 
paces  from  them,  though  concealed  by  an  angle  of  the  street 

from 
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from  their  immediate  view.  Seizing  the  few  ladders  *  brought  chap  v. 
with  them,  they  again  rushed  to  the  charge,  and  on  turning  the  1775. 
angle,  were  hailed  by  Captain,  or  Lieutenant  Anderson,  who 
was  just  issuing  with  a  body  of  troops  through  the  gate  of  the 
barricade,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Americans,  whom 
he  had  expected  to  find  dispersed,  and  probably  plundering  the 
town.  Morgan,  who  was  in  the  front,  answered  his  challenges 
by  a  ball  through  his  head,  and  as  he  fell  he  was  drawn  within 
the  barricade,  and  the  gate  closed  upon  the  assailants,  who  re- 
ceived at  the  same  instant  a  tremendous  fire  from  the  windows 
overlooking  the  barrier,  and  from  the  port-holes  through  it. 
Ladders  were  now  placed  against  the  barricade,  and  a  fierce 
contest,  and  which  on  the  part  of  the  assailants  was  also  a  bloody 
one,  was  maintained  for  some  time. 

■ 
A  few  of  the  bolder  among  the  front  files  ascended  f  the  lad- 
ders under  this  deadly  fire,  and  saw  on  the  other  side  of  the 
barricade  double  ranks  of  soldiers,  who,  with  their  muskets 
planted  on  the  ground,  presented  hedges  of  bayonets  to  receive 
them,  if  they  should  attempt  to  leap  to  the  earth.  Exposed 
thus,  in  a  narrow  street,  to  a  most  galling  fire,  many  of  the  as- 
sailants threw  themselves  into  the  stone  houses  on  each  side, 
which  afforded  them  a  shelter  both  from  the  storm,  and  from 
the  enemy  ;  and  through  the  windows  of  which  they  kept  up 
an  irregular  and  not  very  effective  fire.  One  circumstance 
which  greatly  contributed  to  the  irresolution  now  displaying  it- 


*  Only  Morgan's  company  had  brought  ladders  further  than  the  first  barrier. 
t  Lieutenant  Heth,  and  the  same  Charles  Porterfield,  who  had  been  before  his 
Captain  in  forcing  the  first  barrier,  were  of  this  number. 
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chap.  v.    self,  was,  that  scarcely  more  than  one  in  ten  of  their  fire-arms 
i775.       could  be  used.      Notwithstanding  the  precaution  of  wrapping 
handkerchiefs  round  the  locks,  the  violence  of  the  storm  had  to- 
tally unfitted  them  for  service.  Morgan  soon  found  himself  at  the 
barrier  with  onlv  a  few  officers,  and  a  very  small  number  of 
soldiers.     Yet  he  could  not  prevail  on  himself  to  relinquish  the 
enterpize.     With  a  voice  louder  than  the  tempest,  he  called 
on  those  who  were  sheltered  in  the  houses  to  come  forth  and 
scale  the  barrier ;   but  he  called  in  vain ;  neither  exhortations 
nor  reproaches  could  draw  them  in  sufficient  numbers  to  the 
point  of  attack.     Being  at  length  compelled  to  relinquish  all 
hope  of  success,  he  ordered  the  few  brave  men  who  still  ad- 
hered to  him  to  save  themselves  in  the  houses,  while  he,  accom- 
panied only  by  Lieutenant  Heth,  returned  towards  the  first  bar- 
rier, in  order  to  concert  with  the  field  officers  some  plan  for 
drawing  off  the  troops.     He  soon  met  Majors  Biggelow  and 
Meiggs,  to  whom  he  proposed  an  immediate  retreat  by  the  same 
route  along  which  they  had  marched  to  the  attack.      This  pro- 
position was  assented  to,   and  Lieutenant  Heth  was  now  dis- 
patched to  draw  the  troops  from  their  present  situation. 

The  barrier  at  which  the  Americans  had  been  repulsed  crossed 
a  street  which  continued  in  a  straight  direction  for  a  very  few 
paces,  after  which  its  course  was  changed.  Whilst  in  view  of 
the  barrier  the  danger  was  very  great,  but  on  turning  the  corner 
it  entirely  ceased.  Every  person  shewing  himself  in  the  street 
fronting  the  barrier  was  immediately  fired  at  from  the  windows, 
and  to  draw  the  troops  through  this  hazardous  pass  was  the 
-duty  now  assigned  to  Lieutenant  Heth.  He  undertook  it  with 
.alacrity,  and  communicated  liis  orders  with  directions,   that  the 

retreat 
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retreat  should  be  made  to  the  first  barrier  in  small  parties,  and  chap.  v. 
by  single  files,  but  was  unable  to  prevail  on  the  men  generally  J77S. 
to  follow  him.  Their  spirits  had  been  so  entirely  broken  by 
the  slaughter  at  the  second  barrier,  by  the  pelting  of  the  storm , 
and  by  the  freezing  cold,  that  only  a  few  could  be  stimulated 
again  to  expose  themselves  in  the  street,  and  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  returning  without  accomplishing  his  object..  By 
this  time  a  party  of  the  garrison,  consisting  of  about  two  hunr 
dred  men,  with  some  field  pieces,  had  made  a  sortie  from  the 
palace  gate ;  and  Captain  Dearborne^  who  was  stationed  with 
his  company  near  that  port  as  a  rear  guard,  having  surrendered 
to  them,  they  were  in  perfect  possession  of  that  part  of  the 
town,  and  had  completely  encompassed  the  residue  of  the  divi- 
sion. In  this  desperate  state  of  affairs,  a  council  of  the  officers 
then  present  was  held,  when  the  bold  proposition  was  made  *, 
to  assemble  immediately  as  many  officers  and  men  as  could  be 
instantly  collected,  and  to  cut  their  way  back  out  of  the  town. 
The  adoption  of  this  daring  resolution  was  only  prevented  by 
the  suggestion,  that  the  attack  led  by  Montgomery,  of  whose 
fate  they  were  entirely  ignorant,  might  possibly  yet  be  success- 
ful ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  his  having  entered  the  opposite 
part  of  the  town,  their  co-operation  might  be  of  infinite  value  to 
him.  On  this  account  they  determined  to  maintain  still  longer 
their  present  situation ;  but  the  force  of  the  enemy  increasing 
very  considerably,  they  soon  perceived  that  they  were  no  longer 
masters  of  their  own  destinies,  and  were  compelled,  about  teij 
o'clock,  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war. 


*  This  proposition  too  was  made  by  Morgan. 

Ia 
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™^Y-  In  this  bold  and  unsuccessful  attack  on  Quebec,  the  loss  on 
*77s-  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  extremely  inconsiderable.  It  is  stated 
by  General  Carleton,  in  his  letter  to  General  Howe,  at  only  one 
lieutenant  and  seventeen  privates  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
part  of  the  Americans  the  loss  was  about  four  hundred  men, 
three  hundred  and  forty  of  whom  were  prisoners.  It  fell  chiefly 
on  Arnold's  division,  the  whole  of  which,  except  a  few  officers 
wrho  attended  him  to  the  hospital,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  As  the  sharpest  part  of  the  action  was  at  the  second 
barrier,  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  chiefly  sustained  at 
that  place.  It  was  less  considerable  than  it  otherwise  must  have 
been,  in  consequence  of  the  cover  afforded  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  troops  by  the  houses  they  had  entered,  which  not  only  shel- 
tered themselves,  but  by  keeping  up  an  irregular  fire  on  the  win- 
dows of  those  houses,  in  which  a  part  of  the  garrison  was 
placed,  lessened  the  danger  of  those  who  remained  in  the  open 
street.  Captain  Hendricks,  of  the  Pensylvania  rifle-men,  Lieu- 
tenant Humphries,  of  Morgan's  company,  and  Lieutenant 
Cooper,  of  Connecticut,  w^ere  among  the  slain.  Captain*  Lamb  * 
and  Hubbard,  and  Lieutenants  Steele  and  Tisdale  were  among 
the  wounded.  Not  an  officer  was  at  the  second  barrier  who  did 
not  receive  several  balls  through  his  clothes,  and  some  of  them 
were  severely  scorched  by  the  powder  from  the  muzzles  of  the 
muskets  discharged  at  them.  When  the  dangers  to  which  they 
were  exposed  are  considered,  it  is  matter  of  wonder  that  any  of 
them  should  have  escaped. 


*  Captain  Lamb  finding  it  absolutely  impossible  to  advance  with  his  field-piece, 
had  abandoned  it,  and  brought  on  his  company  to  the  second  barrier,  near  which 
he  received  his  wound. 

But 
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But  the  loss  sustained  by   the  American  army,  which  was    CHAP  v- 
most  fatal  to  their  hopes,  and  most  deplored,  was  their  Ge-       mi- 
neral. 

Richard  Montgomery,  whose  short  but  splendid  course  was 
now  terminated,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  served  with 
reputation  in  the  late  war ;  after  its  conclusion  he  settled  in  New 
York,  where  he  married  an  American  lady,  and  took  a  very- 
strong  and  decided  part  with  the  colonies  in  their  contest  with 
Great  Britain.  His  military  reputation  was  high  throughout 
America,  In  the  history  of  his  achievements,  while  command- 
ing in  Canada,  we  find  much  reason  for  attributing  to  him  the 
qualities  of  an  active  partizan ;  and,  so  far  as  a  judgment  can  be 
formed  of  a  capacity  for  conducting  the  movements  of  a  large 
army,  from  the  judicious  management  of  a  small  one,  we  can- 
not hesitate  to  allow  him  the  talents  of  an  able  general.  At 
the  head  of  a  small  body  of  undisciplined  troops,  drawn  from 
different  colonies,  unwilling  to  be  commanded  by  a  stranger, 
and  jealous  of  him  in  the  extreme ;  often  disposed  to  disobedi- 
ence, and  anxious  for  their  homes,  whom  he  appears  at  length 
to  have  inspired  with  a  large  portion  of  the  ardour  and  enthu- 
siasm of  his  own  mind,  he  conquered  difficulties  which  not 
many  would  have  ventured  to  meet,  and  till  his  last  fatal  mo- 
ment was  uniformly  successful.  With  a  few  men  just  raised, 
and  just  about  to  disperse,  badly  furnished  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  clothes,  in  little  more  than  two  months,  he  made  him- 
self master  of  Canada  from  the  lakes  to  Quebec ;  and,  as  if  de- 
termined to  triumph  over  the  climate  itself,  laid  siege  in  the 

vol-  ii.  x  x  depth 
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C^^w#  depth  of  winter  to  that  important  fortress.  His  measures  seem 
'775-  to  have  been  taken  with  judgment,  and  were  certainly  executed 
with  great  courage  and  unremitting  exertion.  When'he  appears 
to  have  risked  much,  and  to  have  exposed  his  troops  to  hard- 
ships almost  too  great  to  be  borne,  this  line  of  conduct  was  not 
capriciously  or  inconsiderately  chosen.  The  state  of  his  affairs 
absolutely  required  it,  and  without  it  a  failure  appeared  to  be  in- 
evitable. It  was  indispensably  necessary  to  undertake  the  siege 
of  Quebec  during  the  winter,  or  to  abandon  altogether  the  great 
object  of  the  expedition.  With  the  opening  of  the  river  in  the 
spring,  it  was  not  doubted  that  large  reinforcements  would  ar- 
rive from  England,  and  the  place  be  effectually  secured  against 
any  force  America  could  employ  for  its  reduction.  The  state 
of  his  army,  which  might  soon  disband  itself,  added  to  the  ex- 
cessive severity  of  the  weather,  made  it  extremely  unsafe  to 
trust  to  the  tedious  operations  of  a  regular  siege.  Indeed  the 
weight  of  his  artillery  did  not  admit  of  his  making  a  breach 
in  the  walls,  and  there  was  no  hope  of  compelling  a  surrender 
by  famine.  Nor  was  the  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  assault, 
so  very  rash  a  measure,  as  its  great  strength,  and  the  event 
might  at  first  view  induce  us  to  suppose.  The  design  was  wor- 
thy the  lofty  spirit  which  formed  it ;  though  hazardous,  it  was 
not  desperate,  and  though  great  courage  was  required  to  crown 
it  with  success,  great  courage  was  einployed  in  its  execution* 
He  counted,  and  with  reason,  on  the  fears  of  the  garrison,  on 
the  immense  extent  of  ground  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
guarding ;  and  had  he  not  fallen  himself,  or  been  deserted  by  his 
troops,  it  is  even  yet  believed  that  he  w:ould  have  succeeded.  The 

progress 
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progress  made  by  Arnold's  division  gives  great  countenance  to  ^"^lT* 
this  opinion ;  and  some  very  intelligent  officers  belonging  to  tliat  »77s- 
division,  who,  while  prisoners  in  Quebec,  endeavoured  to  in- 
form themselves  of  the  course  of  the  action,  aver,  'that  when 
the  General  fell,  the  barrier  had  been  deserted ;  and  that  the 
piece  which  did  such  fatal  execution  was  fired  by  a  single  re- 
maining artillery-man,  who  immediately  followed  his  comrades, 
and  fled  from  the  battery  *.  That  no  other  gun  was  discharged 
corroborates  this  intelligence. 

To  express  the  high  sense  entertained  by  his  country  of  his 
services,  congress  decreed  him  a  monument,  with  an  inscription 
sacred  to  his  memory,  and  expressive  of  "  the  veneration  of  the 
United  Colonies  for  the  late  General,  Richard  Montgomery,  and 
the  deep  sense  they  entertain  of  the  many  signal  and  important 
services  of  that  gallant  officer,  who,  after  a  series  of  successes, 
amidst  the  rn^st  discouraging  difficulties,  fell  at  length  in  a  gal- 
lant attack  upon  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada ;  and  to  trans- 
mit to  future  ages,  as  examples  truly  worthy  of  imitation,  his 
patriotism,  conduct,  boldness  of  enterprize,  insuperable  perse- 
verance, and  contempt  of  danger  and  death." 

The  American  army  was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  continue  Blockade  of 
the  siege.     At  first  they  were  extremely  alarmed,  and  about  one  Js* eoou" 


#  This  information  was' received  from  Colonel  Hcth,  then  a  Lieutenant  in  Mor- 
gan's company,  ever)'  individual  of  which  made  distinguished  exertions  in  this  fatal 
attempt. 

x  x  2  hundred 
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chap^v.  hundred  set  out  for  Montreal.  With  difficulty  Arnold  retained 
,775-  the  others ;  but  the)'  broke  up  their  camp,  and  retired  about 
three  miles  from  the  city,  where,  though  inferior  in  numbers  to 
the  garrison,  they  kept  it  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  winter  reduced  it  to  great  distress  for  want  of  provisions. 
By  preserving  this  bold  countenance  they  retained  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Canadians,  which  saved  their  affairs  for  a  time 
from  total  ruin. 

Governor  Carlton,  who  acquired,  and  deserved,  great  reputa- 
tion by  the  fortitude  discovered  in  defending  Quebec,  and  who 
only  wished  to  preserve  the  place,  till  the  reinforcements  he 
expected  to  receive  in  the  spring,  should  enable  him  to  act  of- 
fensively, very  prudently  determined  not  to  hazard  an  attack, 
with  a  garrison  on  which  it  was  unsafe  to  rely ;  and  Arnold,  on 
whom  the  command  now  devolved,  remained  undisturbed,  ex- 
cept by  occasional  sorties  made  by  small  parties  which  always 
retreated  precipitately  under  their  guns,  as  soon  as  he  advanced. 
Although  badly  wounded,  he  retained  his  courage  and  activity, 
and  though  deserted  by  those  whose  times  of  service  had  ex- 
pired, so  that  his  force  was  reduced  at  one  time  to  about  fiye 
hundred  effective  men,  and  no  longer  supported  by  the  Cana 
dians,  he  discovered  no  disposition  to  sink  under  the  weight 
of  adverse  fortune. 

Congress  had  been  sanguine  in  the  hope  of  annexing  Canada  to 
the  Union,  and  had  authorized  General  Schuyler  on  his  taking 
the  command  in  the  Northern  department,  to  raise  a  regiment 

in 
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in  that  province.  On  the  first  intelligence  of  the  difficulties  ex-  ™Ap^ 
perienced  by  Montgomery,  in  re-enlisting  his  men,  three  of  their  1775- 
members  were  deputed  a  committee  to  the  Northern  army,  with 
power  to  concert  with  General  Schuyler,  the  means  of  re-in- 
forcing  it,  and  to  offer  two  months  pay  as  a  bounty,  to  those 
who  would  re-enlist,  to  be  received  on  obtaining  possession  of 
St.  John's  and  Montreal.  Unfortunately  the  remedy  was  not 
applied  in  time,  and  the  evil  grew  to  such  magnitude,  that  even 
Tyconderoga  and  Fort  George  were  abandoned  by  the  troops 
which  had  garrisoned  them,  whose  terms  of  service  had  expired, 
before  others  could  be  recruited  to  take  their  places. 

It  was  determined  to  keep  up  in  Canada  nine  battalions  for 
the  ensuing  campaign,  including  one  to  be  raised  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  General  Schuyler  was  directed  to  have  constructed  at 
Tyconderoga,  a  number  of  bateaux  for  the  purpose  of  transport- 
ing the  troops  to  the  scene  of  action.  He  was  also  directed  to 
have  the  St.  Lawrence,  above  and  below  Quebec,  explored  in 
order  to  fix  on  proper  places  to  oppose  by  armed  boats  or  other- 
wise, an  enemy  attempting  to  enter  the  country  by  that  river. 
To  complete  the  nine  battalions  voted  for  this  service,  one  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  from  New  Jersey  were  ordered  to  march 
immediately  to  Albany,  two  others  were  to  be  formed  of  the 
troops  already  with  Montgomery ;  and  the  remaining  number  to 
be  raised,  one  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  others  in  New  England 
and  New  York. 

Whilst  Congress  were  thus  adopting  means  for  the  preserva- 
tion 
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^^^  tion  of  a  colony  believed  to  be  already  annexed  to  the  union,  the 
»77s-  melancholy  intelligence  was  received,  of  the  disaster  of  the  thirty- 
first  of  December,  The  necessity  of  making  great  exertions  now 
became  apparent.  It  was  resolved  that  the  utmost  possible  dis- 
patch, in  forwarding  reinforcements,  ought  to  be  used,  as  well 
for  the  relief  of  their  friends  as  for  the  better  security  of  the  liber- 
ties, not  only  of  that  colony,  but  of  all  the  United  Colonies. 
Expresses  were  dispatched  to  expedite  the  battalions  ordered  from 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  and  the  committee  of  safety  ut 
the  former  province,  was  requested  to  obtain  in  Philadelphia,  a 
sufficient  number  of  blankets,  to  enable  the  men  to  move  in  that 
inclement  season.  The  Colonial  Governments  were  urged  to  use 
all  possible  means  for  raising  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  bat- 
talions voted  a  few  days  before  for  Canada,  and  a  bounty  of  six 
dollars,  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  was  allowed  to  each  man  who 
would  enlist  for  that  service,  if  furnished  with  a  stand  of  armst 
which  was  to  remain  his  own  property ;  and  four  dollars  were 
offered  to  every  person  who  would  enlist  without  arms.  The 
respective  conventions  too  were  requested  to  collect  all  the  specie 
they  could  by  any  means  -obtain  for  the  use  of  the  Canadian 
army.  These  measures  for  reinforcing  the  Northern  army  were 
in  some  degree  accelerated  by  having  been  anticipated  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief*. 


#  On  the  first  intelligence  received  in  the  camp  at  Boston  of  the  fate  of  Montgo- 
mery, General  Washington,  though  extremely  delicate  respecting  the  assumption 
of  power,  without  waiting  for  the  orders  of  Congress,  had  immediately  requested 
the  New  England  governments  to  raise  several  regiments  to  reinforce  that  arnjy. 
This  measure  was  approved  by  Congress. 

The 
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The  service  in  Canada  was  deemed  of  too  much  importance  ?J^Jv 
to  be  entrusted  to  Colonel,  now  Brigadier  General  Arnold,  or  ws 
to  General  Wboster ;  and  the  health  of  General  Schuyler,  would 
not  admit  of  his  proceeding  to  Quebec.  General  Lee,  an  officer 
standing  high  in  the  public  opinion,  was  ordered  to  take  the 
command  of  the  army  in  that  province.  To  remove  the  com- 
plaints respecting  the  want  of  heavy  artillery,  the  government 
of  New  York  was  requested  to  supply  him  with  cannon  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  pieces,  and  one  or  more  mortars,  if  to  be  had,  as 
also  with  balls,  shells,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  siege  or  as- 
sault of  Quebec.  But  before  General  Lee  could  enter  on  this 
service,  the  opposite  extreme  of  the  union  was  so  threatened  by 
the  enemy,  that  the  destination  of  this  officer  was  changed,  and 
he  was  ordered  to  take  command  in  the  southern  department. 
Brigadier  General  Thomas,  lately  created  a  Major  General,  who 
had  commanded  with  reputation  at  Roxbury,  and  concerning 
whose  military  capacity  a  very  favourable  opinion  had  been  form- 
ed, was  appointed  to  Canada. 

In  the  hope  of  exciting  universally  in  that  province  the  senti- 
ments which  prevailed  through  the  United  Colonies,  and  of 
forming  with  it,  a  perfect  union,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Chace  and 
Mr.  Carrol,  were  deputed  as  Commissioners  with  full  powers  on 
this  subject,  and  with  instructions  to  establish  a  free  press.  Those 
Commissioners  were  instructed  to  assure  such  people  that  they 
would  be  permitted  to  adopt  such  form  of  government  as  would 
be  agreeable  to  themselves,  to  exercise  freely  all  the  rights  of 

conscience, 
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chap.  v.  conscience,  and  to  be  considered  as  a  sister  colony,  governed  by 
1775.  the  same  general  system  of  mild  and  equal  laws  which  prevailed 
in  the  other  colonies ;  with  only  such  local  differences  as  each 
might  deem  conducive  to  its  own  happiness*  They  were  also 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  American  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  to  correct  any  irregularities  offensive  to  the 
people,  of  which  they  might  have  been  guiky* 

Congress  seemed  to  have  entertained,  respecting  the  Canadians, 
the  opinion  expressed  by  General  Washington  in  a  letter  to  Ge 
neral  Schuyler,  "  that  the  province  could  only  be  secured  by 
laying  hold  of  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  engaging  them 
heartily  in  the  common  cause/*  With  respect  to  individuals  who 
had  suffered  for  their  adherence  to  the  Americans,  they  pursued 
the  same  magnanimous  policy  which  had  been  adopted,  with 
regard  to  General  Lee,  and  others ;  they  indemnified  the  suf- 
ferers. 


In  the  mean  time  Arnold  maintained,  under  all  his  difficulties, 
the  blockade  of  Quebec.  The  reinforcements  ordered  by  Con- 
gress, were  of  necessity  slow  in  arriving.  The  great  distance 
of  the  march,  and  the  difficulty  and  delay  in  fitting  the  soldiers 
for  the  extreme  severity  of  the  winter  in  that  cold  region,  made 
it  impracticable  even  for  those  battalions  which  were  already 
raised,  and  which  on  the  first  intelligence  of  the  disaster  of  the 
thirty-first  of  December,  had  been  ordered  to  his  assistance,  to 
reach  him  till  the  spring.     Aware  of  his  critical  situation,  they 

were 
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were  pressed  forward  in   small  detachments,  as   fast  as  they     char  v. 
could  possibly  be  prepared  ;  but  such  were  the  difficulties  to  be         i775. 
surmounted,  that  they  could  do  little  more  than  supply  the  places 
of  the  discharged,  and  keep  up  the  shew  of  an  army,  incapable  of 
efficient  service.     From  the  first  of  January  to  the  first  of  March 
his  effectives  had  never  exceeded  seven  hundred,  and  had  often 
been  as  low  as  five  hundred  men.     In  March,  reinforcements  ar- 
rived in  greater  numbers,  and  the  army  was  increased  to  a  total 
of  seventeen  hundred;   but  many  of  them  were  sick.      The 
small-pox  had  made  its  way  into  the  camp,  and  every  attempt 
to  remove  it  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  soldiers,  who  dis- 
regarding all  orders,  procured  themselves  privately  to   be  in- 
oculated. 

In  order  to  render  the  blockade  of  Quebec,  in  any  degree  ef- 
fectual this  small  army  which  occupied  the  island  of  Orleans,  and 
both  sides  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  was  unavoidably  spread  over  a 
circuit  of  twenty  six  miles,  and  divided  by  three  ferries.  About 
fourteen  hundred  of  them,  were  enlisted  to  serve  only  till  the 
fifteenth  of  April,  and  no  hope  was  entertained  that  they  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  continue  for  a  longer  time.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  establishment  of  exact  discipline  was  impossible. 
Great  irregularities  and  waste  of  public  stores  prevailed ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  explicit  directions  both  of  Con- 
gress and  General  Washington,  continually  enforced  by  General 
Schuyler,  the  Canadians  were  often  injured  and  irritated.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  even  General  Arnold  was  disposed  to 
think  himself  in  the  country  of  an  enemy,  and  did  not  exert,  in 

vol.  ii.  y  y  repressing 
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chap.  v.   repressing  those  disorders,  the  same  energy  which  he  always 
1775.       displayed  so  conspicuously  in  the  field* 

The  utmost  exertions  of  Congress  could  not  furnish  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  specie  for  this  distant  and  expensive  expedition ;  and 
as  the  consumption  of  provisions  by  the  troops  exceeded  the  sup- 
plies furnished  by  General  Schuyler,  whose  attention  to  the  com- 
plicated duties  of  his  station  was  as  incessant,  as  it  was  judi- 
ciously directed ;  it  was  thought  necessary  by  General  Arnold, 
in  order  to  pay  for  provisions,  as  well  as  for  other  services  ren- 
dered by  the  country  people,  to  issue  a  proclamation,  making 
paper  money  a  currency,  promising  to  redeem  it  in  four  months, 
and  declaring  those  to  be  enemies  who  should  refuse  it.  It  will 
readily  be  imagined  that  the  Canadians  were  unwilling  to  ex- 
change their  property,  or  labour,  for  this  article,  and  that  few 
would  receive  it,  but  with  reluctance. 

This  circumstance  affected  their  attachment  in  no  inconsider- 
able degree.  They  were  likewise  disappointed  in  the  force  brought 
by  the  Americans  into  their  country;  which  was  by  no  means  such 
they  had  expected.  In  addition  to  these  causes  of  dissatisfaction, 
the  priests,  who  possessed  great  influence  over  the  mass  of  the 
people,  and  who  were  never,  as  a  body,  cordial  in  the  American 
interest,  had  been  since  the  death  of  Montgomery,  very  injudi- 
ciously neglected  ;  and  had  become  almost  universally  hostile  to 
the  views  of  the  United  Colonies. 

General  Carlton,  who  was  no  stranger  to  the  revolution  which 

was 
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was  taking  place  in  the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  entertained  the  ™^J[; 
hope  of  raising  the  siege  by  their  assistance.  A  detachment  of  177s- 
about  sixty  men  from  the  garrison  of  Quebec,  landed  twelve 
leagues  below  the  town  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  were 
joined  by  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians,  who  under 
the  command  of  a  Mr.  Beajeau,  seized  a  provision  convoy  de- 
signed for  the  American  camp.  They  were  rapidly  increasing  in 
numbers,  when  they  were  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  attacked 
by  a  detachment  sent  by  Arnold,  of  about  eighty  men,  under 
Major  Dubois,  who  surprised  their  advanced  guard,  killed  seven, 
wounded  a  few,  and  took  thirty-eight  prisoners ;  on  which  the 
main  body  dispersed. 

The  season  of  the  year  now  approached  when  reinforcements 
from  England  might  be  expected  with  certainty ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  feeble  state  in  which  their  army  still  continued,  the 
Americans  deemed  it  indispensably  necessary,  to  re-commence 
their  active  operations,  ancj  to  renew  the  siege.  They  now  again 
erected  their  batteries,  and  on  the  first  of  April,  just  as  they  were 
about  to  open  them,  General  Wooster  arrived  from  Montreal,  and 
took  the  command.  The  next  day  the  batteries  were  opened,  but 
without  much  effect.  They  had  not  weight  of  metal  to  make  a 
breach  in  the  wall,  nor  an  engineer  capable  of  directing  a  siege, 
nor  artillerymen  who  understood  the  management  of  the  pieces. 
The  few  troops  of  this  description  originally  belonging  to  the 
army  were  prisoners  in  Quebec. 

The  day  after  the  arrival  of  Wooster,  Arnold's  horse  fell  with 

y  y  2  him, 
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chap.  v.     him,  and  so  bruised  the  leg  which  had  been  wounded,  as  to  con* 
i77J.       fine  him  for  some  time  to  his  bed.     Believing  himself  to  be  neg- 
lected, he  obtained  leave  of  absence  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to 
move,  and  took  the  command  at  Montreal. 

Some  fire  ships  had  been  prepared,  both  at  Orleans  and  Point 
Aux  Trembles,  to  be  used  against  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  so 
soon  as  the  ice  would  permit  the  operation.  The  difficulties 
usually  attending,  such  an  enterprize  were  greatly  augmented  by 
the  want  of  sailors,  and  of  a  skilful  commander  to  conduct  them* 
The  attempt  however,  was  made  with  great  boldness,  and  the 
ship  from  Orleans  very  nearly  succeeded*  Coming  from  below 
she  was  at  first  mistaken  for  a  friend  and  proceeded,  in  the  night, 
very  near  the  Cul  de  Sac,  where  the  vessels  lay,  before  her  cha- 
racter was  discovered.  The  fire  from  the  enemy  instantly  opened, 
on  receiving  which,  the  train  was  immediately  lighted;  bat  the 
sails  caught  the  flames  so  quickly,  as  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
wind,  and  stop  the  progress  of  the  vessel,  just  at  which  time  the 
ebb  tide  commencing,  carried  her  down  the  river.  The  American 
army  which  had  been  drawn  up,  prepared,  if  this  plan  had  suc- 
ceeded, to  take  advantage  of  the  confusion  it  would  occasion,  had 
the  mortification  to  witness  its  failure  after  the  most  sanguine 
and  encouraging  appearances. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  army  having  become  entitled  to  a 
discharge,  no  inducement  could  prevail  on  them  to  continue  in 
so  severe  a  service.  This  deduction  from  Wooster's  force  was 
the  more  sensibly  felt,  because  the  present  situation  of  the  roads, 

the 
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the  lakes,  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  unavoidably  impeded,  for  a  time,    ^J^J^    . 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  destined  for  his  aid.    The  roads       *775- 
were  so  deep  as  to  be  nearly  impassable,  the  ice  had  become  too 
soft  for  the  use  of  sleds,  and  had  not  broken  up  so  as  to  admit  the 
passage  of  boats. 

Among  the  first  who  reached  the  camp,  after  this  state  of  things  General  Tho- 

x  °      mas  takes  coro- 

took  place,  was  General  Thomas,  who,  after  being  appointed  to  mand  of  «** 
the  command  in  Canada,  had  made  great  exertions  to  join  the 
army.  He  arrived  on  the  first  of  May,  and  on  examining  its 
force,  found  it  to  consist  of  a  total  of  nineteen  hundred*  of 
whom  not  one  thousand,  including  officers,  were  fit  for  duty. 
Among  the  effectives,  three  hundred  who  were  entitled  to  a  dis- 
chaige,  refused  to  da  duty,  and  insisted  importunately  on  being 
immediately  dismissed.  The  sick  were  generally  ill  of  the  small- 
pox, in  the  hospital.  This  small  force  was^  still  more  enfeebled 
by  being  unavoidably  divided,  so  as  ta  occupy  different  posts 
which  it  had  been  deemed  necessary  to  maintain,  at  great  dis- 
tances from  each  other>  and  on  different  sides  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. In  consequence  of  this  division,  it  was  impracticable  ta 
bring  together  more  than  three  hundred  men  at  any  one  point, 
which  might  be  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy.  In 
all  the  magazines  there  were  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of 
powder,  and  six  days  provisions;  nor  could  adequate  supplies 
from  the  country  people  be  relied  on>  as  the  Canadians  no  longer 
manifested  any  disposition  to  serve  them. 

The  river  was  now  beginning  to  open  below,  and  no  doubt,- 

could. 
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chap.  v.  could  be  entertained,  but  that  the  first  moment  of  its  being  prac- 
1775-  ticable,  would  be  seized  by  the  enemy,  for  the  relief  of  this  very 
important  place.  Amidst  these  unpromising  circumstances,  the 
hope  of  taking  Quebec  appeared  to  General  Thomas  to  be  en- 
tirely chimerical,  and  a  longer  continuance  before  the  town,  both 
useless  and  dangerous.  It  was  apparent  that  the  first  reinforce- 
ments which  should  arrive,  would  deprive  him  entirely  of  the  rise 
of  the  river,  and  consequently  would  very  much  embarrass  the 
removal  of  his  sick,  and  military  stores.  No  object  remained  to 
justify  this  hazard. 

Under  these  impressions,  General  Thomas  called  a  council  of 
war  on  the  fifth  of  May,  in  which  it  was  unanimously  deter- 
mined, that  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  risk  an  assault,  that 
the  sick  should  be  removed  to  the  Three  Rivers,  and  the  artillery 
and  other  stores  embarked  in  their  boats,  in  order  to  move  with 
the  army  higher  up  the  river,  to  a  more  defensible  position.  On 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  certain  intelligence  was  received, . 
that  a  British  fleet  was  below;  and  the  next  morning  five  of 
their  ships,  which  had  with  much  labour  and  danger  made  their 
way  up  the  river  through  the  ice,  before  it  was  deemed  prac- 
ticable, appeared  in  sight.  They  soon  entered  the  harbour  and 
landed  some  men,  whilst  the  Americans  were  assiduously  em- 
ployed in  the  embarkation  of  their  sick  and  stores;  an  operation 
carried  on  the  more  slowly,  because  the  first  appearance  of  the 
ships  in  the  river  deprived  them  totally  of  the  aid  expected  from 
the  teams  and  carriages  of  the  Canadians. 

At 
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At  one  o'clock  Carlton  made  a  sortie  at  the  head  of  about  one    chap,  vi 
thousand  men,  formed  in  two  divisions,  and  supported  by  six       i775. 
field  pieces. 

No  intrenchments  had  been  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of  the  The  blockade 

of   Quebec     is 

camp,  and  three  hundred  men  with  one  field  piece,  constituted  raised. 
the  whole  force  which  could  be  brought  into  action.  Thus  cir- 
cumstanced, victory  was  scarcely  possible,  and  could  have  pro- 
duced no  important  effect,  as  the  enemy  would  immediately 
retire  under  the  cannon  of  the  town;  while  defeat  would  cer 
tainly  annihilate  the  republican  army.  General  Thomas,  therefore, 
with  the  advice  of  the  field  officers  about  him,  determined  not  to 
risk  an  action,  and  ordered  his  troops  to  retreat  up  the  river. 
This  was  done  with  much  precipitation,  and  many  of  the  sick, 
with  all  the  military  stores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Unfortunately  two  ton  of  powder  just  sent  down  by  General 
Schuyler,  and  five  hundred  stared  of  small  arms,  likewise  aug- 
mented the  booty  of  the  captors. 

Much  to  the  honour  of  General  Carlton,  he  pursued  the  wise* 
and  humane  policy  of  treating  with  great  gentleness,  the  sick 
and  other  persons  that  fell  into  his  hands. 

The  falls  of  Richelieu  had  been  contemplated  as  a  place  of 
great  natural  strength,  which,  by  being  fortified  and  defended 
by  a  few  armed  vessels,  might,  in  the  event  of  failing  in  the  at- 
tempt on  Quebec,  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy  up  the  river, 
and  thus  preserve  the  greater  part  of  Canada.  General  Mont- 
gomery 
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chap.  v.    gomery  had  strongly  recommended  an  early  attention  to  this 
1775.       position,  and  it  had  been  determined  to  fortify  it;  but  the  mea- 
sures resolved  on  had  not  been  executed. 

Some  armed  gondolas  were  building  up  the  river,  but  had  not 
been  completed  in  time ;  and,  in  the  present  state  of  that  place, 
it  was  entirely  impracticable  to  maintain  it. 

The  army  continued  its  retreat  to  de  Chambeau,  where  on  the 
seventh,  another  council  was  called,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that 
they  should  retire  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel.  The  ships  of  the 
enemy  were  pressing  up  the  river,  and  were  then  at  Jaques  Car- 
tier,  about  three  leagues  below  de  Chambeau,  and,  as  they  had 
no  means  of  stopping  them  at  the  falls  of  Richelieu,  would  soon 
be  above,  so  as  to  subject  the  troops,  in  their  present  position,  to 
the  same  disadvantages,  to  which  they  had  been  exposed  before 
Quebec.  In  consequence  of  this  advice,  the  remaining  sick  were 
moved  up  the  river;  but  General  Thomas  was  determined  to 
continue  in  his  present  position  some  time  longer,  by  the  in- 
formation that  large  reinforcements  were  now  passing  the  lakes, 
and  might  daily  be  expected;  but,  those  reinforcements  not  ar- 
riving as  his  intelligence  had  induced  him  to  hope,  and  the  enemy 
advancing  in  force,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  Sorel,  where 
he  was  seized  with  the  small  pox,  of  which  he  died. 

The  Americans  in  general  were  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  this  gentleman,  to  whom  they  in  some  degree  attri- 
buted the  disasters  which  ruined  their  affairs  in  Canada. 

This 
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This  censure,  however,  was  unjust.     He  took  the  command    ^^^ 
of  the  army  when  it  was  too  weak  to  maintain  its  ground,  and        ,775* 
when   the  time   for   saving  the   sick,  and  military  stores,  had 
passed  away. 

The  siege  of  Quebec,  instead  of  being  persevered  in  longer,, 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  abandoned  at  an  earlier  period. 
This  was  the  real  fault  of  those  who  commanded  at  this  station. 
It  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  extreme  reluctance,  always  felt  by  in- 
experienced officers  to  disappoint  the  public  expectation,  by  re- 
linquishing an  enterprize,  concerning  which  sanguine  hopes 
have  been  eutertained>  even  after  every  reasonable  prospect  of 
success  has  vanished,  and  to,  encounter  the  obloquy  of  giving  up 
a  post,  although  it  can  no  longer  be  with  prudence  defended.  In 
the  perseverance  with  which  the  siege  of  Quebec  was  maintained, 
these  motives  operated  with  all  their  force,  and  they  received  an 
addition,  from  the  unwillingness  felt  by  the  Americans  to  aban- 
don those  of  their  friends  who  had  taken  so  decisive  a  part  in 
their  favour,  as  to  be  incapable  of  remaining  in  safety  behind 
them. 

Whilst  the  power  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada  was  thus 
visibly  declining,  and  their  troops  were  driven,  by  superior  num- 
bers from  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  a  calamity  entirely  unlooked 
for,  bcfel  them  in  a  different  quarter  of  the  same  province. 

As  the  English  were  still  in  possession  of  several  military  posts 
in   Upper  Canada,   many  considerations  rendered  it  proper  to 
vol*  ii.  z.z  station. 
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charv.    station  a  body  of  troops  above  Montreal.     A  point  of.  land  called 
W5        the  Cedar,  about  forty  miles  above  that  place,  which  was  recom- 
mended by  the  facility  with  which  it  might  be  defended,  was 
selected  for  this  purpose.     It  projected  far  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  couid  only  be  approached  on  one  side. 

To  this  place  Colonel  Bedel  had  been  detached  with  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  continental  troops,  and  two  field-pieces,  which 
he  mounted  in  some  slight  works  he  had  thrown  up  for  security* 
Against  this  post  General  Carlton  had,  veiy  early  in  the  spring, 
planned  an  expedition,  the  execution  of  which  was  committed 
to  Captain  Forster,  who  commanded  at  a  poet  held  by  the  'Eng- 
lish on  Oswyatchie.  He  set  out  with  a  company  of  regulars, 
and  a  few  savages ;  and,  having  prevailed  on  the  warrior  csf  & 
tribe  of  Indians,  inhabiting  the  intermediate  country,  to  join  in 
the  expedition,  he  appeared  before  the  works  of  the  Americans 
with  about  six  hundred  men-  Two  days  previous  to  his  appear- 
ance, Colonel  Bedel  had  received  intelligence  of  his  approach ; 
and,  leaving  the  fort  to  be  commanded  by  Major  Butterfield, 
had  proceeded  himself  to  Montreal  to  solicit  assistance.  Arnold, 
who  then  commanded  at  that  place,  immediately  detached  Major 
Sherburne  to  the  Cedars  with  one  hundred  men,  while  he 
prepared  to  fallow  in  person,  at  the  head  of  a  much  larger 
force. 

Captain  Forster,  on  his  first  appearance,  sent  in  a  flag,  re- 
•quiring  a  surrender,  and  Major  Butterfield  offered  to  capitulate 
and  jgive  up  the  fort,  on  being  permitted  to  withdraw  with  the 

garrison 
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garrison  and  all  their  baggage  to  Montreal.  These  terms  were  CHAP-  y* 
refused,  and  the  assailants  being  entirely  destitute  of  artillery,  1775, 
the  fort  was  attacked  with  musketry.  By  this  mode  of  attack 
no  serious  impression  could  possibly  be  made,  and,  in  the  course 
of  two  days,  only  one  man  was  wounded.  Yet  Major  Butter- 
field,  intimidated  by  the  threat,  that  if  any  Indians  should  be 
killed  during  the  siege,  it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  Captain 
Forster  to  restrain  them  from  massacring  every  individual  of  the 
garrison,  consented  to  a  capitulation,  by  which  he  and  his  whole 
party  were  made  prisoners  of  war,  stipulating  only  for  their  bag- 
gage and  their  lives- 

The  next  day,  Major- SJkerburne  approached  without  having 
received  any  information  that  Butterfield  had  surrendered.  With- 
in about  four  miles  of  the  Cedars,  he  was  attacked  by  a  conside- 
rable body  of  Indians ;  and  he,  too,  after  a  conflict  of  near  an 
hour,  in  the  course  of  which  a  party  of  the  eqemy  gained  his. 
rear,  surrendered  at  discretion* 

Having  obtained  information  of  these  mrtoward  events,.  Arnold, 
at  the  head  of  seven  hundred  mep^  marched  against  tlpe  enemy, 
then  at  Vandreuil,  in  ths  hope  of  recovering  the- American  pri- 
soners. When  preparing  for  the  engagement,  he  received  a,  flag? 
accompanied  by  Major  Sherburne,  giving;  him  the  m#st  positive 
assurances,  that  if  he  persisted  in  his  design  to  attack  the  enemy, 
it  would  be  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  Captain  Forster  to  pre- 
vent his  savages  from  pursuing  their  horrid  customs,  and  disen- 
cumbering themselves  of  their  prisoners,  by  putting  every  man. 

ta 
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chap.  v.  to  deafly  This  massacre  was  already  threatened,  and  Major 
1775  Sherburne  confirmed  the  communication  in  a  manner  too  serious 
to  admit  of  its  being  questioned.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
threat,  Arnold  desisted  from  his  purpose,  and  agreed  to  a  cartel, 
by  which  the  prisoners  were  delivered  up  to  him,  he  agreeing, 
among  other  things,  to  deliver  others  in  exchange  for  them,  and 
that  they  should  immediately  return  to  their  homes.  Hostages 
were  given  as  a  security  for  the  performance  of  these  stipula- 
tions ;  but  Congress  long  discovered  much  unwillingness,  to  ob- 
serve them  *. 

tjcomi  sum-      At  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  after  the  death  of  General  Thomas. 

van   takes   the 

command.  reinforcements  assembled,  which  increased  the  army  to  about 
four  or  five  thousand  men.  General  Sullivan  now  came  up,  and 
the  command  devolved  on  him. 

The  friendly  Canadians  in  that  part  of  the  country,  who  had 
supposed  themselves  abandoned,  manifested  great  joy  on  seeing 
General  Sullivan  arrive  with  reinforcements,  which  appeared  to 
them  very  considerable;  and  offered  every  assistance  in  their 
power.  He  calculated  on -their  joining  him  in  very  great  num- 
bers, and  entertained  -sanguine  hopes  of  recovering  and  main- 
taining the  post t){  deChambeau.  As  a  previous  measure,  it  was 
necessary  to  dislodge  the  enemy  at  the  Three  Rivers. 


•  Journals  of  Congress. 

Carleton 
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Carleton  was  not  immediately  in  a  situation  to  follow  up  the    ^SP^; 
blow  given  the  Americans  at  Quebec,  and  to  drive  them  en-        ,7?s 
tirely  out  of  the  province ;  but  the  respite  allowed  them  was  not 
of  long  duration. 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  large  reinforcements  arrived  from 
England  and  Ireland,  so  that  the  British  army  in  Canada  amount- 
ed to  about  thirteen  thousand  men.  The  general  rendezvous  ap- 
pointed for  these  troops  was  at  the  Three  Rivers,  a  long  village* 
about  midway  between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  which  receives  its 
name  from  its  contiguity  to  a  river  that  empties  itself,  by  three 
mouths,  into  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  army  was  greatly  divided. 
A  considerable  body  had  reached  the  Three  Rivers,  and  was  sta- 
tioned there  under  the  command  of  General  Frazer :  another 
under  General  Nesbit  lay  near  them  on  board  the  transports :  a 
greater  than  either,  with  the  generals  Carleton,  Bourgoyne,  Phi- 
lips, and  the  German  General  Reidesel,  was  on  its  way  from 
Quebec.  The  distance  from  the  Sorel  was  about  fifty  miles,  and 
several  armed  vessels  and  transports  full  of  troops,  which  had 
gotten  about  five  miles  higher  up  than  the  Three  Rivers,  lay  full 
in  the  way. 

General  Thompson,  who  had  commanded  the  army  after  the 
illness  of  General  Thomas,  understanding  the  party  at  the  Three 
Rivers  to  consist  of  about  eight  hundred  men,  partly  Canadians, 
under  M'Lean,  had  detached  Colonel  St.  Clair,  with  between  six 
and  seven  hundred  men  to  attack  his  camp,  if  it  should  appear 

practicable 
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was  discovered  in  its  execution,  the  concurrence  of  too  many  ^^j, 
circumstances  was  necessary  to  give  it  success.  It  is  probable  w- 
that  so  hazardous  an  attempt  would  not  have  been  made,  but  Rivers. 
for  a  resolution  of  Congress,  stating  the  absolute  necessity  of 
keeping  possession  of  that  country,  and  their  expectation  that 
the  force  in  that  department  would  contest  every  foot  of  ground 
with  the  enemy.  The  troops  passed  the  armed  vessels  without 
being  perceived,  but  arrived  at  Three  Rivers  about  an  hour  later 
than  had  been  intended ;  in  consequence  of  which  they  were 
discovered,  and  the  alarm  given  at  their  landing.  They  were 
fifed  on  by  the  ships  in  the  river,  to  avoid  which  they  attempt* 
ed  to  pass  4hrongh  what  appeared  to  be  a  point  of  woods,  but 
was  in  reality  a  deep  morass  three  miles  in  extent.  They  were 
detained  seme  time  in  these  bad  grounds,  and  thrown  into  con- 
siderable confusion.  These  delays  gave  General  Frazer  full  time* 
to  land  some  field  pieces,  and  prepare  completely  for  their  re- 
ception, While  General  Nesbit  fell  in  their  rear,  and  entirely  cut 
off  their  return  to  the  boats.  They  advanced  to  the  charge,  but 
were  soon  repulsed,  and  finding  it  impracticable  to  return  the 
w#y  th^y  came,  were  driven  some  miles  through  a  deep 
«wamp,  which  they  traversed  with  inconceivable  toil,  and 
'every  degree  of  distress.  -The  British  at  length  gave  oyer  the 
pursuit. 


In  this  unfortunate  enterprise  General  Thompson  and  Colo- 
nel Irwin,  second  in  command,  with  about  two  hundred 
men,  were  made  prisoners;  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  were 

z  z  2  killed. 
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\H^^Z}    killed.      The  loss  of  the   enemy  was  extremely  inconsider- 
»77i       able  *. 

The  whole  military  force  in  Canada  now  amounted  to  about 
eight  thousand  men,  but  of  this  not  one  half  were  fit  for  duty. 
The  rest  were  in  hospitals,  principally  under  the  small-pox;. 
About  two  thousand  five  hundred  effectives  were  with  General 
Sullivan  at  the  Sorel.  The  whole  were  in  a  state  of  total  insub- 
ordination, much  harassed  with  fatigue,  and  dispirited  by  their 
late  loses,  by  the  visible  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  by  the 
apprehension  that  their  retreat  would  be  entirely  cut  off.  Un- 
der all  these  discouraging  circumstances  General  Sullivan  formed 
the  rash  determination  of  defending  the  post  at  Sorel ;  and  was 
only  induced  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  his  officers,  and  a 
conviction  that  the  troops  would  not  support  him,  to  abandon  it 
a  few  hours  before  the  enemy  took  possession  of  it.  The  same 
causes  drew  him  reluctantly  from  Chamblee,  and  St.  John's;  but 
he  resolved  to  remain  at  the  Isle  Aux  Noix  till  he  should  receive 
orders  to  retreat.  He  had  been  joined  at  St.  John's  by  General 
Arnold,  who  had  crossed  over  at  Longueille  just  in  time  to  save 
the  garrison  of  Montreal  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

ivacuatiott  of       The  Isle  Aux  Noix  is  a  low  unhealthy  place,  badly  supplied 
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with  water,  where  the  troops  were  so  universally  seized  with    chap  v. 
fevers,  as  to  compel  General  Sullivan  to  retire  to  the  Isle  La    ^T^J^ 
Motte,  where  he  received  the  orders  of  General  Schuyler  to  em- 
bark on  the  lakes  for  Crown  Point. 

The  armed  vessels  on  the  Sorel  and  St.  Lawrence  were  de- 
stroyed, and  the  fortifications  of  Chamblee  and  St.  John's  set  on 
fire.  All  the  baggage  of  the  army,  and  nearly  all  the  military 
stores  were  saved. 

The  British  army,  during  this  whole  retreat,  had  followed 
dose  in  the  rear,  and  taken  possession  of  the  different  posts  the 
Americans  had  occupied,  immediately  after  they  were  evacu- 
ated. 

On  the  Sorel  the  pursuit  stopped.  The  Americans  had  the 
command  of  the  lake,  and  the  British  General  deemed  it  pru- 
dent to  wrest  it  from  them  before  he  advanced  further.  To 
effect  this,  it  was  necessary  to  construct  a  number  of  vessels, 
which  required  time  and  labour.  Meanwhile  General  Gates  was 
ordered  to  take  the  command  of  this  army,  which  was  directed 
to  be  reinforced  with  six  thousand  militia.  Of  these,  three 
thousand  were  to  be  furnished  by  Massachusetts,  fifteen  hun- 
dred by  Connecticut,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  by  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  the  same  number  by  New  York. 

Thus  terminated  the  enterprize  against  Canada.     It  was  a 

bold,  and  at  one  period  promised  to  be  a  successful  effort  to 

vol.  ii.  3  a  annex 
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"  That  a  still  greater,  and  more  fatal  source  of  misfortunes     chap.  v. 
has  been  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  in  that  army ;  a  great       1775- 
proportion  whereof  has   thereby  been  usually  kept  unfit  for 
duty." 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct 
of  General  Wooster,  which  acquitted  him  of  all  blame. 

But  had  the  expedition  been  crowned  with  the  most  com- 
plete success,  the  practicability  of  maintaining  the  country  is 
very  much  to  be  doubted.  Whilst  General  Montgomery  lay 
before  Quebec,  and  counted  on  obtaining  posssession  of  the 
place,  he  extended  his  views  to  its  preservation.  His  plan  re- 
quired a  permanent  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  strong  fortifica- 
tions at  Jaques  Cartier,  and  the  rapids  of  Richlieu,  and  armed 
vessels  in  the  river  above  the  latter  place.  With  this  army,  and 
these  precautions,  he  thought  the  country  might  be  defended, 
but  not  with  an  inferior  force. 

Experience  has  fully  demonstrated  the  utter  impossibility  of 
keeping  up  such  a  force  at  that  time,  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
strong  parts  of  the  unioft.  The  want  of  specie  alone  had 
there  not  been  other  causes  powerfully  co-operating  with  it, 
would  have  forced  the  Americans  to  evacuate  the  country,  un- 
less the  Canadians  could  have  been  prevailed  on  to  consider 
themselves  as  principals  in  the  war,  and  to  give  paper  money 
the  same  currency  which  it  received  in  the  United  Colonies. 

3  a  2  It 
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chap.  v.       It  seems  then  to  have  been  an  enterprize  requiring  means  be- 

ij75-      yond  those  in  the  command  of  Congress  ;  and  the  strength  ex- 

hausted  on  it  would  have  been  more  judiciously  employed  in 

preparing  to  secure  the  command  of  the  lakes,  and  the  fortified 

towns  upon  them. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

TRANSACTIONS  IN  VIRGINIA  —  ACTION  AT  THE  GREAT  BRIDGE 
—  NORFOLK  EVACUATED  AND  BURNED  —  TRANSACTIONS  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA — ACTION  AT  MOORE'S  CREEK  BRIDGE- 
INVASION  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA — BRITISH  FLEET  REPULSED 
AT  FORT  MOULTRIE  —  TRANSACTIONS  IN  NEW  YORK  —  MEA- 
SURES LEADING  TO  INDEPENDENCE — INDEPENDENCE  DE- 
CLARED. 

WHILST  the  war  was  carried  on  thus  vigorously  in -the    chap.vi. 
north,    the  southern  colonies  were  not  entirely  un-       1775. 
employed.    The  Convention,  which  met  at  Richmond,  in  Transactions  i 
Virginia,  proceeded  to  put  the  colony  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence.    It  was  determined  to  raise  two  regiments  of  regular 
troops  for  one  year ;  and  to  enlist  a  part  of  the  militia  as 
minute-men,  who  should  encamp  by  regiments,  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  in  the  spring  and  fall,  for  the  purpose 
of  training,  and  should  at  all  times  be  ready  to  march  at  a 
minute's  warning  to  any  part  of  the  colony,  for  its  defence. 

Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  joined  by  such  of  his  friends  as 
had  become  too  obnoxious  to  the  people,  in  general,  to  be 
permitted  to  reside  in  safety  among  them,  and  by  a  number 
of  slaves,  whom  he  encouraged  to  run  away  from  their 
masters,  and  whom  he  furnished  with  arms,  was  collecting, 
under  cover  of  the  ships  of  war  on  that  station,  a  consi- 
derable naval  force,  which  threatened  to  be  extremely  trou- 

tol.  11.  3  b  blesomfi 
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CHAP. 


October. 


?*-  blesome  in  a  country  so  intersected  with  large  navigable 
ma.  rivers  as  the  colony  of  Virginia.  With  this  force,  he  carried 
on  a  small  predatory  war,  and,  at  length,  attempted  to 
burn  the  town  of  Hampton.  The  inhabitants  having  re- 
ceived some  intimation  of  this  design,  gave  notice  of  it  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Williamsburg,  where  some  regu- 
lars and  minute-men  were  stationed;  two  companies  of 
whom  were  detached  to  their  assistance.  Having  marched 
all  night,  they  reached  the  town  in  the  morning,  just  as  the 
ships  had  begun  to  cannonade  it.  This  reinforcement 
throwing  themselves  into  the  houses  near  the  water,  and 
firing  from  thence  with  their  small  arms  into  the  vessels, 
soon  obliged  them  to  retreat  precipitately  from  their  *tar» 
tions,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men,  and  a  tender,  which  was 
captured. 


November  7. 


In  consequence  of  this  repulse,  his  Lordship  proclaimed 
martial  law,  and  summoned  all  persons,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  to  repair  to  the  royal  standard,  or  be  considered  as 
traitors ;  and  pffered  freedom  to  all  indented  servants  and 
slaves  who  would  join  him.  This  proclamation  made  some 
impression  about  Norfolk  ;  and  the  governor  collected  such 
a  force  of  the  disaffected  and  negros,  as  gave  him  an  intire 
ascendency  in  that  part  of  the  colony.  A  body  of  militia, 
assembled  to  oppose  him,  were  easily  dispersed,  and  he 
flattered  himself  that  he  should  soon  bring  the  lower  coun- 
try to  submit  to  the  royal  authority. 

Intelligence  of  these  transactions  being  received  at  Wil- 
liamsburg, a  regiment  of  regulars,  and  about  two  hundred 
w  t  ,  minute- 
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minute-men,  were  ordered  down*  under  the  command  of  ^^^ 
Colonel  Woodford,  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants.  m5- 
Hearing  of  their  approach,  Lord  Dunmore  took*  a  very 
judicious  position,  on  the  north  side  of  Elizabeth  River,  at 
the  Great  Bridge,  where  it  was  necessary  for  the  provincials 
to  cross*  in  order  to  reach  Norfolk*  at  which  place  he  had 
established  himself  in  some  force.  Here  he  erected  a  small 
fort,  on  a  piece  of  firm  ground,  surrounded  by  a  marsh, 
which  was  only  accessible  on  either  side  by  a  long  cause- 
way. The  American  troops  took  post  within  cannon-shot 
of  the  enemy,  in  a  small  village  at  the  south  end  of  the 
causeway,  across  which,  just  at  its  termination,  they  con- 
structed a  breast-work ;  but,  being  without  artillery,  were 
unable  to  make  any  attempt  on  the  fort. 

In  this  position  both  parties  continued  for  a  few  days,  £ct,aon£l *hc 
when  Lord  Dunmore,  participating  probably  in  that  con-  December 
tempt  for  the  Americans  which  had  been  so  freely  expressed 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  ordered  Captain  Fordyce,  the 
commanding  officer  at  the  Great  Bridge,  though  inferior  in 
numbers,  to  storm  the  works  of  the  provincials.  Between 
daybreak  and  sunrise,  this  officer,  at  the  head  of  about  sixty 
grenadiers  of  the  14th  regiment,  who  led  the  column  of  the 
enemy,  advanced  on  the  causeway  with  fixed  bayonets 
against  the  breast-work.  The  alarm  was  immediately  given ; 
and,  as  is  the  practice  with  raw  troops,  the  bravest  of  the 
Americans  rushed  to  the  works,  where,  unmindful  of  order, 
they  kept  up  a  tremendous  fire  on  the  front  of  the  British 
column.  Captain  Fordyce,  though  received  so  wannly  iji 
the  front,  and  taken  in  flank  by  a  small  body  of  nxeo,  whg 
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k^^  were  collected  by  Colonel  Stevens,  of  the  minute-battalion, 
17T5,  and  posted  on  an  eminence  something  more  than  one  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  left,  marched  up,  under  this  terrible  fire, 
with  great  intrepidity,  till  he  fell  dead  within  a  few  steps  of 
the  breast-work.  The  column  immediately  broke,  but  the 
British  troops,  being  covered  in  their  retreat  by  the  artillery 
of  the  fort,  were  not  pursued. 

In  this  ill-judged  attack,  every  grenadier  is  said  to  have 
been  killed  or  wounded,  while  the  Americans  did  not  lose  a 
2SSk«S*"     single  man.    The  next  night  the  fort  was  evacuated.    The 
bunMd-  provincial  troops  proceeded  to  Norfolk,  and  Lord  Dunmore 

found  it  necessary  to  take  refuge  on  board  his  vessels.  He 
was  followed  by  the  most  offensive  of  the  disaffected,  with 
their  families. 

After  taking  possession  of  the  town,  the  American  sol- 
diers frequently  amused  themselves  by  firing  into  the  ves- 
sels in  the  harbour,  from  the  buildings  near  the  water.  Irri- 
tated by  this,  or  some  other  cause,  it  was  determined  to  de- 
stroy the  houses  immediately  on  the  shore;  and,  on  the 
yre.  night  of  the  1st  of  January,  a  heavy  cannonade  was  com- 

menced, under  cover  of  which  a  body  of  the  enemy  land- 
ed, and  set  fire  to  a  number  of  houses  near  the  river. 

A  strong  prejudice  had  been  entertained,  among  the  pro- 
vincial troops,  against  this  station.  It  was  believed  to  be  a 
very  dangerous  one,  from  which,  if  the  enemy  should  be 
reinforced,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
escape;  and   they  saw,  with  great  composure,  the  flames 

spread 
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spread  from  house  to  house,  without  making  any  attempt 
to  extinguish  them.  It  is  not  certain  that  they  did  not 
themselves  contribute  to  extend  them.  After  the  fire  had 
continued  for  several  weeks,  in  which  time  it  had  only 
made  slow  progress,  as  the  wind  set  against  it,  and  had 
consumed  about  four-fifths  of  the  town,  Colonel  Howe, 
who  commanded  a  regiment  of  North  Carolina  regulars, 
which  had  come  to  the  assistance  of  Virginia,  and  who  had 
waited  on  the  Convention,  to  press  on  them  the  necessity  of 
destroying  the  place,  returned  with  orders  to  burn  the  pe- 
maining  houses.  These  orders  were  carried  into  immediate  February. 
execution :  after  which^  the  troops  marched  from  Norfolk 
to  the  different  stations  which  were  assigned  them.*  • 

Thus  was  destroyed  by  far  the  most  populous  and  flou- 
rishing town  in  Virginia.  That  part  of  the  destruction, 
effected  by  order  of  the  Convention,  was  produced  by  the 
fear  that  it  would  be  held  by  the  enemy  as  a  permanent 
post,  and  the  hope,  that,  after  it  was  burnt  down,  the  seat 
of  war  would  be  intirely  removed  from  the  province. 

fTt  was  one  of  those  ill-judged  measures,  founded  on  a 
course  of  false  reasoning,  to  which  the  inexperienced  are 
often  exposed. 

After  Norfolk  was  laid  in  ashes,  Lord  Dtmmore  frequent- 
ly changed  his  position,  and  continued  a  predatory  war  on 
the  rivers,  burning  houses,  and  robbing  plantations,  which 

#  Virginia  Gazette. 
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served  only  to  distress  a  few  individuals,  and  to  increase 
the  detestation  in  which  he  and  his  cause  were  held  through 
the  country.  At  length,  his  wretched  followers,  wearied 
with  their  miserable  condition,  and  no  longer  willing  to 
continue  it,  were  sent  in  about  fifty  vessels  to  Florida.* 

As  the  war  became  more  serious,  the  Convention  deemed 
it  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  regular  regiment* 
from  two  to  nine ;  six  of  which,  in  the  first  instance,  and 
afterwards  the  remaining  three,  were  taken  into  the  conti- 
nental service. 


Trmactiooi  of 
North  Carolina. 


In  North  Carolina,  Governor  Martin,  though  obliged  to 
take  refuge  on  board  a  ship  of  war,  in  Cape  Fear  River, 
still  indulged  the  hope  of  being  able  to  reduce  that 
colony. 

A  body  of  ignorant  and  disorderly  men,  on  the  frontiers, 
styling  themselves  regulators,  who  were  enemies  to  all  go- 
vernment, had  attempted,  by  arms,  some  time  before  th© 
existing  war,  to  control  and  stop  the  administration  of 
justice.  Having  failed  in  this  attempt,  they  had  BDw 
become  as  hostile  to  the  colonial,  as  they  had  before  beep. 
to  the  royal  government. 

There  were  also  in  the  province  a  large  number  of 
families  who  had  lately  emigrated  from  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  who,  retaining  their  attachment  to  the  place 

*  Ann.  Reg. 

of 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  375 

of  their  nativity,  transferred  it  to  the  government  under  3^^ 
which  they  had  been  bred.  From  the  union  of  these  177fi 
parties,  who  were  bold,  active,  and  numerous,  Governor 
Martin  entertained  sanguine  hopes  of  making  a  successful 
struggle  for  the  province.  His  confidence  was  much  in- 
creased by  the  certainty  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  com- 
ing on  with  a  small  party ;  and  that  Sir  Peter  Parker  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  were  to  sail  with  a  squadron,  and  seven 
regiments,  early  in  the  year,  from  Ireland,  on  an  expedition 
to  the  southern  provinces,  and  that  North  Carolina  would 
be  their  first  object. 

To  prepare  to  co-operate  with  this  force,  should  it  arrive, 
or,  in  any  event,  to  make  a  great,  and  he  hoped  a  success- 
ful effort,  to  give  the  ascendency,  in  North  Carolina,  to 
the  royal  cause,  he  sent  several  commissions  to  the  leaders 
of  the  Highlanders,  for  raising  and  commanding  regiments; 
and  granted  one  to  a  Mr.  McDonald,  their  chief,  to  act 
as  their  general.  He  also  sent  them  a  proclamation,  to  be 
used  on  a  proper  occasion,  commanding  all  persons,,  on 
their  allegiance,  to  repair  to  the  royal  standard.  Impa- 
tient to  begin  his  operations,  this  was  erected  by  General 
M'Donald  at  Cross-Creek,  about  the  middle  of  February, 
and  about  fifteen  hundred  men  arranged,  themselves  un- 
der it. 

Upon  the  first  advice  that  the  loyalists  were  assembling, 
Brigadier-General  Moore  immediately  marched  at  the 
head  of  a  provincial  regiment,    with   such   militia  as  he 

could 
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CT^^^  could  suddenly  collect,  and  some  pieces  of  cannon,  to  an 
m6*  important  post,  within  a  few  miles  of  them,  called  Rock- 
fish-Bridge,  of  which  he  took  possession ;  and,  being  in- 
ferior in  numbers,  he  immediately  intrenched  himself,  and 
took  the  necessary  precautions  to  render  his  camp  defen- 
sible. .General  M'Donald  soon  approached,  at  the  head 
of  his  army/  and  sent  a  letter  to  Moore,  enclosing  the 
Governor's  proclamation,  and  recommending  to  him  and 
his  party  to  join  the  King's  standard,  by  a  given  hour  the 
next  day.  This  invitation  was  accompanied  with  the  threat 
that  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  considering  them 
as  enemies,  in  the  event  of  their  refusing  to  accede  to  the 
proposition  he  had  made. 

Moore,  knowing  that  the  provincial  forces  were  collect- 
ing and  marching  from  all  quarters,  protracted  the  nego- 
tiation, in  the  hope  that  M'Donald  might  be  completely 
surrounded*  When,  at  length,  it  became  necessary  to 
speak  decisively,  he,  in  his  final  answer,  declared,  that  he 
and  his  followers  were  engaged  in  a  cause  the  most  glo- 
rious and  honourable  in  the  world  —  the  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  mankind ;  and,  in  return  for  the  proclamation 
of  the  governor,  he  sent  the  test  proposed  by  Congress,  with 
a  proffer,  that,  if  they  subscribed  it,  and  laid  down  their 
arms,  they  should  be  received  as  friends;  but,  if  they 
refused  to  comply,  they  must  expect  consequences  similar 
to  those  with  which  they  had  threatened  his  people. 

M'Donald  now  perceiving  the  danger  he  was  in,  of  bein 
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enclosed,    suddenly    decamped,    and    endeavoured,     with    3^^3 
much   dexterity,    by  forced  marches,    by    the   unexpected        im 
passing  of  rivers,  and  great  celerity  of  movement,  to  dis- 
engage himself.  § 

His  primary  object  was  to  join  Governor  Martin,  Lord 
William  Campbell,  and  General  Clinton,  who  had  never 
arrived  in  this  colony,  and  to  penetrate  with  them,  the,* 
interior  of  the  province ;  by  which  means  it  was  expected, 
that  all  the  back  settlers  of  the  southern  colonies  would 
be  united  in  support  of  the  royal  cause,  and  the  Indians  be 
also  induced  to  take  up  arms  in  their  favour. 

The   provincial  parties,  however,    were  so  close   in   the     Action  at 

.  Moore's  Creek 

pursuit,  and  so  alert  in  every  part  of  the  country,  that  he,  Brid8e- 
at  length,  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  engaging 
Colonels  Caswell  and  Lillington,  who,  with  about  one 
thousand  minute-men  and  militia,  had  intrenched  themselves 
directly  in  his  front,  at  a  pl^ce  called  Moore's  Creek  Bridge. 
The  royalists  were  greatly  superior  in  number,  but  were 
under  the  disadvantage  of  being  compelled  to  cross  the 
bridge,  the  planks  of  which  were  partly  taken  up,  in  the 
face  of  the  intrenchments  occupied  by  the  provincials. 
They  commenced  the  attack,  however,  with  great  spirit; 
but  Colonel  M'Leod,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  indis- 
position of  M'Donald,  commanded  them,  and  several 
others  of  their  bravest  officers  and  men,  having  fallen  in 
the  first  onset,  their  courage  deserted  them,  and  they  fled 
with  the  utmost  precipitation  in  all  directions,  leaving 
vol.  ii.  3c  behind 
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v^^/    behind   them    their    general,    and   several  others   of  their 
leaders,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  provincials.* 

This  victory  was  of  eminent  service  to  the  American 
cause  in  North  Carolina.  It  broke  the  spirits  of  a  great 
body  of  men,  who  would  have  constituted  a  very  formi- 
dable reinforcement  to  an  invading  army ;  it  increased  the 
confidence  of  the  provincials  in  themselves,  and  attached 
to  them  the  timid  and  the  wavering,  who  form  a  large 
portion  of  every  community. 

General  Clinton,  who  was  to  command  in  the  south,  had 
left  Boston  with  a  force  too  inconsiderable  to  attempt  any 
thing  till  the  arrival  of  the  troops  expected  from  Europe. 
After  parting  with  Governor  Try  on,  in  New  York,  he  had, 
proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  passed  a  few  days  with  Lord 
Dunmore;  but,  finding  himself  too  weak  to  effect  any 
thing  in  that  province,  he  set  out  for  North  Carolina,  and* 
remained  with  Governor  Mart^i,  in  Cape  Fear,  till  the. 
arrival  of  Sir  Peter  Parker.  That  officer  had  sailed,  about 
the  close  of  the  last  year,  from  Portsmouth,  to  take  on, 
board  some  regiments  stationed  in  Ireland ;  but  had  been 
detained  so  long,  first  by  delays  in  that  kingdom,  and* 
afterwards  by  contrary  winds,  that  he  did  not  arrive  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina  till  the  beginning  of  May.  For- 
tunately for  that  province,  the  unsuccessful  insurrection  o£ 
M' Donald  had  previously  broken  the  strength  and  spirit* 
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of  the  loyalists,  and  deprived  them  of  their  most  active  ^r^; 
chiefs  ;  in  consequence- of  which,  the  operations  which  had 
been  meditated  by  the  provincials,  were,  for  the  present, 
deferred.  Clinton  continued  at  Cape  Fear,  probably  un- 
determined respecting  his  future  measures,  till  near  the  end 
of  that  month  ;  when,  hearing  nothing  certain  from  Gene- 
ral Howe,  it  was  determined  to  make  an  attempt  on  Charles- 
ton, the  Capital  of  South  Carolina.* 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Eden,  the 
royal  governor  of  Maryland,  disclosing  the  designs  of  ad- 
ministration against  the  southern  colonies,  was,  fortunately, 
intercepted  in  the  Chesapeake,  early  in  the  month  of  April ; 
and  thus  South  Carolina  became  apprised  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  its  metropolis.  Mr.  Rutlege,  a  gentleman 
of  vigor  and  talents,  who,  on  the  dissolution  of  the  regal 
government,  had  been  chosen  president  of  that  province, 
adopted  the  most  energetic  means  for  placing  it  in  a  pos- 
ture of  defence.  In  addition  to  a  great  number  of  slaves 
belonging  to  non-associators,  who  were  impressed  and 
brought  in  from  the  country;  for  the  purposes  of  labour,  all 
ranks  of  citizens  were  employed  on  the  works ;  and  gentle- 
,men  of  independent  fortunes  prided  themselves  on  being 
among  the  first  to  use  the  hoe  and  the  spade.  The  defence 
of  Charleston  was  strengthened,  and  a  new  fort,  afterwards 
called  Fort  Moultrie,  was  constructed  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
an  advantageous  position,  from  whence  ships  of  war,  ap- 
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proaching  the  town,  might  be  greatly  annoyed,  in  which 
were  mounted  about  thirty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery. 


invMionof  In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  British  fleet  came  to 
anchor  off  the  harbour  of  Charleston,  and  couriers  were 
immediately  dispatched,  by  President  Rutlege,  through  the 
.  country,  to  order  in  all  the  militia  of  the  colony,  for  the 
defence  of  the  capital.  The  streets  were,  in  different  places, 
strongly  barricaded,  and  the  stores  on  the  wharfs,  though 
of  great  value,  were  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  defence  con- 
tinued along  the  water's  edge.* 

The  British  admiral  experienced  some  difficulty  in  cross- 
ing the  bar ;  and,  although  all  their  guns  were  taken  aut, 
and  the  vessels  lightened  as  much  as  possible,  the  two  large 
ships  touched  the  ground,  and  struck  several  times  on  the 
way.  This  object  being  at  length  accomplished,  it  was 
determined  to  commence  their  operations,  by  silencing  the 
fort  on  Sullivan's  Island. -f 

During  the  interval  between  passing  the  bar  and  attack- 
ing this  fort,  the  continental  troops  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  who  had  been  ordered  to  the  assistance  of  their 
sister  colony,  arrived  in  Charleston ;  and  the  American  force, 
collected  at  that  point,  amounted  to  between  five  and  six 
thousand  men,  of  whom,  two  thousand  five  hundred  were 
regulars.     This   army   was   commanded   by   General   Lee, 
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whose  fortune  it  had  been  to  meet  General  Clinton  at  New  ^^3 
York,  in  Virginia,  in  North  Carolina,  and  now  at  Charles-  im* 
ton.  Viewing,  with  a  military  eye,  the  situation  of  the  post 
entrusted  to  his  care,  Lee  was  disinclined  to  hazard  his 
army,  by  engaging  it  deeply  in  the  defence  of  either  the 
fort  or  the  town.  The  works  on  Sullivan's  Island,  though 
strong  towards  the  water,  were  almost  open  in  the  rear,, 
and,  consequently,  incapable  of  being  defended  against 
an  attack  by  land,  to  which  they  were  exposed,  from  the 
troops  on  Long  Island,  who  might  cross  the  creek  between 
them,  or  from  others  who  might  be  landed  on  Sullivan'^ 
Island.  They  also  admitted  of  being  raked  by  the  guns- 
of  any  vessels  which  might  gain  their  western  flank.  He 
apprehended*  too*  that  the  ships  would  pass  the  fort,  and 
station  themselves  out  of  the  reach  of  its  guns,  between 
Sullivan's  Island  and  Charleston ;  and  that  the  land-forces, 
already  on  Long  Island,  would  cross  over  to  the  main  land, 
and  place  the  garrison  in  a  situation  of  extreme  hazard. 
The  great  solicitude,  however,  of  the  South  Carolinians,  to 
maintain  their  capital,  aided  by  the  hope  that  a  vigilant 
attention  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  would  enable  Lee 
to  extricate  his  troops  before  they  should  be  enclosed,  at 
length  prevailed;  and  he  determined  to  attempt  its  defence. 

Two  regular  regiments  of  South  Carolina,  commanded 
by  Colonels  Gadsden  and  Moultrie,  garrisoned  Fort  John- 
son, on  the  northern  point  of  James  Island,  and  Fort  Moul- 
trie. About  five  hundred  regulars,  and  three  hundred 
militia,  under  Colonel  Thompson,  assisted  by  an  eighteen- 
pounder  and  a  field-piece,   were  stationed  in  some  works. 

which 
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21F^  *hich  had  been  thrown  up  on  the  north-eastern  extremity 
xm  of  Sullivan's  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  pas- 
sage of  the  British  from  Long  Island  ;  and  the  remaining 
troops  were  arranged  on  Hadiell's  Point,  and  along  the  bay 
in  front  of  the  town.  General  Lee  remained  in  person  with 
the  troops  encamped  on  the  continent,  at  Hadiell's  Point, 
in  the  rear,  and  to  the  north  of  Sullivan's  Island.  A  bridge 
of  boats  had  been  commenced,  in  order  to  keep  open  the 
communication  between  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  main  land, 
but  had  not  been  completed.  His  position  wras  chosen  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  enable  him  to  observe  and  support  the 
operations  in  every  quarter,  and  particularly  to  watch  and 
oppose  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  pass  from  Long  Island 
to  the  continent;  a  movement  which  he  seems  to  have 
dreaded  more  than  any  other. 

British  fleet  Every  preparation  having  aft  length  been  made,  the  fleet, 
Moultrie.*  °rt  consisting  of  the  Bristol  and  Experiment,  two  fifty-gun 
ships ;  the  Active,  Solebay,  Actaeon,  and  Syren,  of  twenty- 
eight  guns  each  ;  the  Sphynx,  of  twenty  guns ;  an  armed 
ship  of  twenty-two  guns,  and  the  Thunder  bomb-ketch; 
weighed  anchor,  and  sailed  for  the  stations  assigned  them* 
The  Thunder  bomb,  covered  by  the  armed  ship,  took  her 
station,  and,  about  half  past  ten,  began  the  attack,  by 
throwing  shells  at  the  fort  as  the  fleet  advanced.  About  a 
quarter  past  eleven  o'clock,  the  Bristol,  Active,  Experi- 
ment, and  Solebay,  brought  up  directly  against  the  fort, 
and  commenced  upon  it  a  most  furious  cannonade.  The 
Sphynx,  Acteon,  and  Syren,  had  been  ordered  to  the  west- 
ward, to  take  their  station  between  the  end  of  the  island 
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and  Charleston,  partly  to  enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort,  JJJJ^J 
partly  to  cut  off,  if  possible,  the  communication  between 
the  island  and  the  continent,  and  partly  to  prevent  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  by  fire-ships,  or  otherwise,  to 
interrupt  the  grand  attack.  These  vessels  were,  by  the  un- 
skilfiilness  of  the  pilot,  entangled  in  the  shoals  called  the 
Middle  Grounds,  where  they  stuck  fast,  till  it  was  too  late 
to  execute  the  intended  service.  The  Actaeon,  being  unable 
to  get  ofF,  was  scuttled  and  burnt,  next  morning,  by  the 
officers  and  crew,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands- 
of  the  Americans.* 

The  cannonade  from  the  ships  was  incessant  and  heavy, 
but  was  not  attended  with  the  expected  effect  on  the  fort. 
This  was  attributable  to  its  form,  and  the  materials  with 
which  it  was  built.  It  was  very  low,  with  merlons  of  great 
thickness,  and  was  constructed  of  earth,  and  a  species  of 
soft  wood,  common  in  that  country,  called  the  palmetto, 
which,  on  being  struck  with  a  ball,  does  not  splinter,  but 
closes  upon  it.  The  beds  of  the  mQrtars,  in  the  bomb- 
ketch,  were  loosened,  by  being  overcharged ;  and  they  sooA 
^became  intirely  useless. -f 

The  fire  from  the  fort  was  slow,  was  directed  with  great 
skill,  and  did  vast  execution.  The  springs  of  the  Bristol's 
cable  being  cut  by  the  shot,  she  was,  for  a  short  space  of 
time,  unmanageable  ;  and  was  so  raked  by  the  fort,  that  at 

one  time  the  commodore  is  said  to  have  remained  alone  on 
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^^3    t^ie  deck.     The  Experiment  was  also  roughly  handled,  and 
her  captain  very  dangerously  wounded. 

In  the  course  of  the  action,  all  the-  powder  in  the  fort 
was  at  one  time  expended,  and,  for  a  short  interval,  the 
guns  were  silent.  Great  hopes  were  then  entertained  of 
success  ;  but  these  hopes  were  soon  blasted,  by  a  fresh  sup- 
ply of  powder,  and  a  consequent  recommencement  of  the 
same  terrible  fire  under  which  the  British  ships  had  already 
so  greatly  suffered.  The  garrison  united  the  cool,  deter- 
mined courage  of  veterans  to  the  enthusiastic  valour  of 
youth.  General  Lee  crossed  over  to  them,  in  a  boat,  during 
the  action,  to  determine  whether  he  should  not  endeavour 
to  withdraw  them,  and  was  enraptured  with  the  ardor  they 
displayed.  They  assured  him,  they  would  only  lose  the 
fort  with  their  lives ;  and  the  mortally  wounded  breathed 
their  last,  exhorting  their  fellow-soldiers  to  the  most  heroic 
defence  of  the  place. 

Although  the  British  troops  had  been  landed  on  Long 
Island  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  fort  on  the  land 
side,  no  attempt  was  made  to  execute  this  part  of  the  plan. 
Why  it  was  not  made,  or  whether,  if  made,  it  would  have 
been  successful,  cannot  be  ascertained.  General  Clinton 
asserted,  that  the  water  between  the  islands,  which  he  had 
understood  to  be  only  eighteen  inches  deep,  was  in  reality 
seven  feet,  and,  consequently,  impassable.  This  effect  is 
said  to  have  been  produced  by  a  long  series  of  eastern 
winds. 

The 
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The  engagement  continued  till  the  darkness  of  the  night  ^^^ 
compelled  a  suspension  of  it.  The  ships  were  by  that  time,  1776- 
evidently,  in  such  a  condition,  as  to  be  unfit  to  renew  the 
action  the  next  day.  The  Bristol  had  lost  one  hundred 
and  eleven  men;  and  the  Experiment,  seventy-nine.  Cap- 
tain Scott,  of  the  one,  lost  his  arm ;  and  Captain  Morris,  of 
the  other,  was  mortally  wounded.  Lord  William  Campbell, 
late  governor  of  the  province,  who  served  as  a  volunteer  on 
board  one  of  these  vessels,  was  also  mortally  wounded  : 
and  both  ships  were  so  shattered,  as  to  inspire  the  hope 
that  they  would  be  unable  to  repass  the  bar.  About  nine 
o'clock,  they  slipped  their  cables,  and  moved  off.  A  few  juiy. 
days  afterwards,  the  troops  were  re-embarked,  and  all  fur- 
ther designs,  against  the  southern  colonies,  were,  for  the 
present,  relinquished.  The  squadron  sailed  for  New  York, 
in  pursuance  of  orders  which  had  been  given  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  while  in  Halifax,  but  which  liad  not  been 
received  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  till  he  had  anchored  off  the 
bar  of  Charleston. 

The  attack  on  Fort  Moultrie  was  supported  by  the  Bri- 
tish seamen  with  their  accustomed  bravery,  and  the  slaugh- 
ter on  board  the  ships  was  uncommonly  great.  The  loss 
of  the  Americans,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  only  thirty- 
five  men.* 

Great  and  well-merited  praise  was  bestowed,  by  his  coun- 
try, on  Colonel  Moultrie,  who  commanded  the  fort,  and  on 
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^^J;  the  garrison,  for  the  resolution  displayed  in  defending  it. 
1776.  Nor  was  the  glory  acquired,  on  this  occasion,  confined  to 
•  them.  All  the  troops  that  had  been  stationed  on  the  island 
partook  of  it ;  and  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colonies  were 
voted,  by  Congress,  to  General  Lee,  Colonel  Moultrie,  Co- 
lonel  Thompson,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  com- 
mand, who  were  engaged  in  repulsing  the  enemy  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  June. 

This  fortunate  event,  for,  such  it  may  well  be  termed* 
though  not  of  much  magnitude  in  itself,  was,  like  many 
other  successes  attending  the  American  arms  hi  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  of  great  importance  in  its  conse- 
quences. By  impressing  on  the  colonists  a  conviction  of 
their  ability  to  maintain  the  contest,  it  increased  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  resolved  to  resist  British  authority,  and 
assisted  in  paving  the  way  to  a  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence. 

The  Congress,  which  assembled  in  1775,  had  adjourned 
with  strong  and  sincere  hopes  that  the  differences,  between 
the  mother-country  and  the  colonies,  would  soon  be  ter- 
minated to  their  mutual  satisfaction.  But  the  speech  of 
the  King,  on  opening  the  British  Parliament,  and  the  first 
proceedings  of  the  grand  legislature  of  that  nation,  demon- 
strated the  fallacy  of  these  hopes.  Every  arrival  from 
Europe  continued  to  bring  additional  intelligence  of  the 
inflexible  resolution,  of  the  administration,  still  to  prose- 
cute the  war,  and  of  the  immense  preparations  making  fot 
the  ensuing  campaign.  This  information  evinced  the  neces- 
sity 
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sity  of  exertions  equally  vigorous,  on  the  part  of  America. 
The  letters  of  the  Commander  in  chief  respectfully,  but  ear- 
nestly, urged  Congress  to  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
might  enable  him  to  give  to  the  country  that  protection 
which  was  expected  from  its  army.  The  government  of  the 
union  was  not  insensible  of  the  importance  of  the  crisis, 
nor  indisposed  to  meet  it  with  a  competent  force  ;  but,  un- 
accustomed to  the  great  duties  of  conducting  a  war  of  vast 
extent,  they  could  not  estimate  rightly  the  value  of  the 
means  employed,  nor  calculate  the  effects  which  certain 
causes  would  produce.  Large  additional  emissions  of 
paper  money  was  resolved  on ;  and  requisitions  had  been 
made,  on  the  several  colonies,  for  quotas  of  men  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  respectable  army.  But  they  relied  too  con- 
fidently on  being  able  to  call  out,  on  any  emergency,  a 
force  adequate  to  the  occasion.  They  relied  too  much  on 
the  efficiency  of  such  a  force ;  and  they  depended  too  long 
on  the  spirit  of  patriotism  which  was  believed  to  animate 
the  mass  of  the  people. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  regular  army  for  the  middle 
colonies,  which  was  weakened  by  ordering  regiments,  origi- 
nally destined  to  serve  in  it,  to  the  aid  of  the  troops  in 
Canada,  was  not  recruited  in  time  by  additional  requisi- 
tions ;  nor  Were  those  measures  taken,  which  would  fill  the 
battalions  actually  ordered  to  be  raised.  It  was  not  till  the 
twenty-sixth  of  June,  that  the  representations  of  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  could  obtain  a  resolution,  directing  soldiers 
to  be  enlisted  for  three  years,  and  offering  a  bounty  of  ten 
dollars  to  each  recruit.     In  consequence  of  their  adhering 
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chap^ti.    t0  a  SyStem  of  mistaken  economy,  soldiers  were  voted  in 
1776.       greater  numbers  than  could  be  raised,  and  many  of  the  re- 
giments remained  incomplete. 

That  zeal  for  the  service,  which  was  manifested  in  the 
first  moments  of  the  war,  had  long  since  begun  to  abate ; 
and  though  the  determination  to  resist  became  more  gene- 
ral, that  enthusiasm,  which  prompts  individuals  voluntarily 
to  expose  themselves  to  more  than  an  equal  share  of  the  dan- 
gers  and  hardships  to  be  encountered,  for  the  attainment  of 
a  common  good,  was  visibly  declining.  The  progress  of 
these  sentiments  seems  to  have  been  unexpected ;  and  the 
causes  producing  such  effects  had  not  been  sufficiently  at- 
tended to. 

General  Washington,  who  had  always  conceived  that  the 
grand  efforts  of  the  royal  army  would  be  directed  towards 
the  Hudson,  having  left  a  small  detachment,  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Ward,  to  complete  certain 
works,  designed  for  the  security  of  Boston,  hastened  him- 
self, immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  that  place,  with 
the  main  body  of  his  army  to  New  York.  He  arrived  there 
April.  on  the  14th  of  April,  and  continued,  with  unremitting  ex- 

ertions,  the  preparations  which  had  been  before  directed 
for  the  reception  of  the  enemy. 

N^vtT"  Ifc  was  causc  of  5ome  surPrisc  to  him  to  find  that  an  un- 
interrupted intercourse  had  been  kept  up  between  the  inha- 
bitants and  the  British  ships  lying  in  the  harbour :  thus,  not 
only  the  wants  of  the  latter  were  abundantly  supplied,  but 
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an  evil  of  infinitely  greater  importance  was  incurred.  Go-  ^^^ 
vernor  Tryon  retained  all  the  facilities  he  could  wish,  of  1776- 
communicating  with  the  disaffected,  ^rho  abounded  in  both 
the  town  and  country,  and  of  concerting  with  them  plans 
of  future  operations.  One  of  the  first  measures  taken  by 
the  general  was  intirely  to  break  off  this  dangerous  and 
corrupting  intercourse ;  in  effecting  which,  he  obtained  the 
co-operation  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  colony. 

The  difficulty  which  had  been  experienced,  in  expelling 
the  British  from  Boston,  had  strengthened  the  general's 
impressions  concerning  the  necessity  of  preventing,  if  pos- 
sible,  their  establishing  themselves  in  New  York ;  and  had 
contributed  to  the  determination  of  contesting  with  them, 
very  seriously,  the  possession  of  that  important  place :  this 
determination,  however,  it  was  difficult  and  dangerous  to 
execute*  The  defence  of  New  York  against  an  enemy 
commanding  the  sea,  if  practicable  at  all,  would  require 
an  army  capable  of  meeting  them  in  the  open  field,  and 
of  acting  offensively,  both  on  Long  Island  and  on  York 
Island.  All  the  means,  however,  he  could  command,  were 
employed  in  strengthening  his  position,  and  in  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  the  ships  of  war  from  ascending  the  Hudson, 
or  penetrating  the  East  River,  between  Long  Island  and 
York  Island.  For  this  purpose,  hulks  were  sunk,  to  ob- 
struct the  passage  of  ships,  and  the  most  advantageous 
positions  on  both  sides  of  the  North  River,  and  of  the  nar- 
row passage  between  the  islands,  were  taken  and  fortified. 
The  time  which  elapsed  between  the  evacuation  of  Boston 
by  General  Howe,  and  the  investing  of  New  York,  was 
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^^J;    most  assiduously  employed  on    these   interesting  objects, 
x776'       and  in  completing  such  works  as  would  enable  him  to  repel 
a  direct  attack  upon  the  town. 

Attention  was  also  paid  to  the  fotts  in  the  highlands. 
The  importance  of  these  passes  had  been  discerned  at  a 
very  early  period  of  the  war;  and,  as  their  possession  was 
deemed  almost  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  contest, 
exertions  were  made  to  render  them  defensible." 

But  the  Commander  in  chief  observed,  with  infinite  pain, 
the  incompetence  of  his  army  to  the  great  purposes  for 
which  it  had  been  raised.  His  effective  force  was  much, 
below  the  estimate  which  had  been-  made ;  nor  was  it  in  the 
want  of  numbers  bnly  that  his  weakness  consisted. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  commencement  of  the 
contest  having  been  absolutely  incompatible  with  an  ade- 
quate provision  of  those  military  stores  which  are  most 
essential  in  war,  the  troops  actually  in  the  field  were  by  no 
means  sufficiently  furnished  with  arms,  ammunition,  tents, 
or  clothes.  The  total  want  of  magazines,  connected  with 
those  false  economical  calculations  which  inexperience  so 
frequently  makes,  had  produced  the  regulation,  requiring 
soldiers  to  supply  themselves  with  arms.  There  was  not  • 
only  an  planning  deficiency  *  in  this  respect,  but  the  guns 

actually 

*  Even  the  regiments  of  New  England,  (where,  more  than  in  any  other  colony, 
arms  were  in  the  hands  of  the  body  of  *he  people)  were  very  badly  supplied 
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actually  in  camp,  for  few  of  them  deserved  the  appellation    21^5 
of  muskets,  were  too  inferior  in  quality  to   inspire  those 
who  used  them  with  tfiat  confidence  which  arises  from  a 
consciousness  of  being  equal  to  the  enemy. 

The  army  in  New  York,  being  thus  manifestly  incom- 
petent to  the  defence  of  the  middle  colonies,  was  to  be 
strengthened  by  requisitions  of  militia.  In  pursuance  of 
this  determination,  a  resolution  was  passed,  to  reinforce  it 
with  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  militia;  of  whom,, 
two  thousand  were  to  be  drawn  from  Massachusetts,  five 
thousand  five  hundred  from  Connecticut,  three  thousand 
from  New  York,  and  three  thousand  three  hundred  from 
New  Jersey.  Whilst  the  grand  army  was  employed  in  the 
defence  of  New  York,  the  facility  with  which  the  enemy 
might  land  in  great  force  on  the  Jersey  shore,  and  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  the  middle  colonies,  was  too  apparent  to 
permit  that  portion  of  the  union  to  remain  intirely  unpro- 
tected. It  was  therefore  resolved  to  form,  in  tlie  middle 
colonies,  a  flying  camp,  to  be  composed  of  ten  thousand 
men,  to  be  furnished  by  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and 
Maryland.    The  militia,  both  of  the  flying  camp,  and  of 


with,  them;  but  those  of  the  middle  provinces,  especially  those  of  New  York,. 
were  destitute  of  them  to  an  alafming  degree.  In  Colonel  Ritzemer's  regi- 
ment, a  return  of  which  was  transmitted  by  the  Commander  in  chief  to  Con- 
gress, there  were  only  ninety-seven  muskets  and  seven  bayonets..  This  was. 
undoubtedly  put  as  the  extreme  case,  but  a  very  great  deficiency  was  commoa 
to  all  the  battalions.  The  rifle  regiments  alone  were  in  possession  of  fire- 
arms,  which  would  enable  them  to  render  all  the  service  expected  from 
diem. 
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the  army  at  New  York,  were  to  be  engaged  to  serve  till  the 
1st  of  December;  and  the  Commander  in  chief  was  empow- 
ered to  form  such  magazines  of  military  stores  and  provi- 
sions as  he  should  deem  necessary.  He  was  also  authorized 
to  call  on  the  neighbouring  colonics  for  such  additional 
temporary  aids  of  militia  as  the  exigencies  of  his  army 
might  render  necessary  ;  and,  as  he  well  knew,  that,  if  this 
power  should  be  immediately  exercised,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  retain  them  in  the  field  even  till  the  occasion  should 
render  their  service  indispensable,  he  forbore  to  call  them 
from  their  homes  till  the  enemy  should  actually  appear  in 
force. 

Great  and  embarrassing  as  were  the  difficulties  already 
noticed  attending  the  situation  of  the  Commander  in  chief, 
they  were  very  much  augmented  by  the  disaffection  of  the 
inhabitants  about  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  adjacent 
islands.     A  plot,  to  favour  the   enemy  on  their  landing, 
and,  as  was  understood,  to  seize  and  deliver  up  General 
Washington  himself,  had  been  formed,  in  which  Governor 
Tryon,  through  the  agency  of  the  Mayor  of  New  York,  was 
believed  to  be  principally  concerned.    This  plot  had   ex- 
tended to  the  American  army,  and  even  some  of  the  gene- 
ral's guards  were  engaged  in  it.     It  was  fortunately  disco- 
vered in  time  to  be  defeated,  and  some  of  the  persons  cod 
cerned  were   executed.     About  the  same  time,  a  simil? 
plot  was  discovered  about  Albany ;  and  some  executio 
there  were  also  found  necessary. 

jTSd'J:      Hitherto  the  war  had  been  carried  on  with  the  avo 
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^^^  nor  Eden,  of  Maryland,  and  Governor  Franklin,  of  New 
1776  Jersey,  were  permitted  to  remain  in  their  respective  colo- 
nies, till  it  was  perceived  that  this  moderation  was  abused 
by  those  characters,  who  availed  themselves  of  it  to  act  aa 
spies  for  the  public  enemy.  For  some  time,  the  King  was 
still  prayed  for  in  the  celebration  of  divine  service ;  a&d 
in  the  proclamation  of  a  fast,  by  Congress,  in  June,  1775* 
one .  of  the  motives  for  recommending  it  was,  to  beseech 
the  Almighty  "  to  bless  our  rightful  sovereign,  King  George 
the  Third*  and  inspire  him  with  wisdom/' 

The  prejudices  in  favour  of  a  connection  with  England, 
and  of  the  English  constitution,  gradually*  but  rapidly, 
wore  off;  and  were  succeeded  by  republican  principles, 
and  wishes  for  independence.  Many  essays  appeared  in 
the  papers,  calculated  to  extend  these  opinions;  and  a 
pamphlet,  under  the  signature  of  "  Common  Sense,"  writ- 
ten by  Tlwmas  Paine,  an  Englishman,  who  had  lately 
come  over  to  America,  had  particular  influence.  He  pos- 
sessed a  style  and  manner  of  saying  bold  things,  singularly 
well-fitted  to  act  on  the  public  mind  ;  to  enlist  every  feel- 
ing with  him;  and,  very  often,  especially  in  times  when, 
men  were  greatly  agitated,  to  seize  on  the  judgement 
itself,  lie  boldly  pronounced  the  further  continuance  of  a, 
connection,  with  England  unsafe,  as  well  as  impracticable;. 
a«4  even  ventured  to  attack,  with  successful  ridicule,  & 
constitution  which  had  been  deemed  the  waster-piece*  of 
political  workmanship.  He  was  universally  read;  and*, 
among  th  os  who  were  jealous  ia  the  war,  obtained  every 
where    friends  to  the  doctrine  of   independence.      New. 
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strength  was  every  day  added  to  the  opinions,  that  a  cor-  ^^^ 
dial  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  had  become  impos-  m* 
sible ;  that  mutual  confidence  could  never  be  restored ; 
that  reciprocal  jealousy,  suspicion,  and  hate,  would  take 
and  hold  the  place  of  that  affection  which  could  alone 
render  such  a  connection  happy  and  beneficial ;  that  even 
the  commercial  dependence  of  America  upon  Britain  was 
greatly  injurious  to  the  former,  and  that  incalculable 
benefits  must  be  derived  from  opening  to  themselves  the 
markets  of  the  world ;  that  to  be  governed  by  a  nation,  or 
a  sovereign,  distant  from  them  three  thousand  miles,  unac- 
quainted with,  and  unmindful  of,  their  interests,  would, 
even  if  reinstated  in  their  former  situation,  occasion  infi- 
nite injury ;  and,  in  the  present  state  of  America,  was  an 
evil  too  great  to  be  voluntarily  borne.  But  victory  alone 
could  restore  them  to  that  situation,  and  victory  would  give 
them  independence.  The  hazard  was  the  same ;  and,  since 
the  risk  of  every  thing  was. unavoidable,  the  most  valuable 
attainable  object  ought,  in  common  justice  and  common 
prudence,  to  be  the  reward  of  success.  In  such  horror,  too, 
was  viewed  the  present  war,  and  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  believed  to  be  conducted,  that  it  was  supposed' 
impossible  it  could  receive  the  support  of  a  free  people. 
The  alacrity,  therefore,  with  which  the  English  nation  en- 
tered into  it  was  ascribed  to  a  secret  and  dangerous  influ- 
ence which  was,  with  rapid  progress,  undermining  the 
liberties  and  the  morals  of  the  mother-country,  and  which, 
it  was  feared,  would  crpss  the  Atlantic,  and  infect  and  con- 
taminate the  principles  of  the  colonists  likewise,  should 
the   antient   political  connection  be  restored.     The   inter- 
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course  of  America  with  the  world,  and  her  own  experience, 
had  not  then  been  sufficient  to  teach  her  the  important 
truth,  that  the  many,  as  often  as  the  few,  are  blind  to  the 
rights  of  others,  when  conflicting  with  their  own  interests, 
and  can  madly  pursue  injustice,  without  perceiving  that 
they  are  in  the  wrong.  That  they,  too,  not  unfrequently 
close  their  eyes  against  the  light,  and  shut  their  ears  against 
the  plainest  evidence  and  the  most  conclusive  reasoning. 

It  was  also  urged,  and  with  great  reason,  that  foreign  aid 
could  more  certainly  be  obtained,  if  the  effect  of  that  aid 
would  be  the  dismemberment  of  the  British  empire,  than 
if  no  such  important  inducement  should  be  held  out  to  the 
rivals  of  that  nation. 

American  independence  became  the  general  theme  of 
conversation,  and,  more  and  more,  the  general  wish.  This 
sentiment  was  increased,  by  learning  that  they  were  decla- 
red to  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  that  foreign  mercenaries, 
were  to  be  employed  against  them ;  that  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  were  to  be  engaged  in  the  British  service ; 
and  that  their  slaves  were  to  be  seduced  from  their  masters, 
and  armed  against  them. 

The  measures  of  Congress  took  their  complexion  from 
the  temper  of  the  people.  Their  proceedings  against  the 
disaffected  became  more  and  more  vigorous  ;  their  lan- 
guage respecting  the  British  government  was  less  the 
language  of  subjects,  and  more  calculated  to  turn  the 
public   attention   towards  Congress,    and    the    Provincial 
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Assemblies,  as  the  sole  and  ultimate  rulers  of  the  country,    ^3^ 
General  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  were  granted  ;  and       177d- 
the    American    ports    were     opened    to    all   nations    and 
people,  not  subject  to  the  British  crown. 

At  length  a  measure  was  adopted,  which  was  considered  May  & 
by  Congress,  and  by  America  in  general,  as  decisive  of 
the  question  of  independence.  Hitherto,  it  had  been  re- 
commended to  particular  colonies,  to  establish  temporary 
institutions  for  the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  during  the 
existence  of  the  contest ;  but  now,  a  resolution  was  offered, 
recommending  generally,  without  limitation  of  time,  to 
such  colonies  as  had  not  already  established  them,,  the 
adoption  of  governments  adequate  to  the  exigency.  Mr. 
John  Adams,  Mr.  Rutlege,  and  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
all  zealous  advocates  for  independence,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  proper  preamble  to  the  resolution. 
The  report  of  these  gentlemen  was  agreed  to  in  these 
words ;  "  Whereas,  his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a 
late  act  of  parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these 
United  Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  crown ;  and, 
whereas,  no  answer  whatever  to  the  humble  petitions  of  the 
colonies,  for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with 
Great  Britain,  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be,  given  ;  but  the 
whole  force  of  that  kingdom,,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries, 
is  to  be  exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of 
these  colonies;  and  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irre- 
concileable  to  reason  and  good  conscience,  for  the  people 
of  these  colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths  and   affirmations 
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™?^  necessary  for  the  support  of  any  government  under  tlie 
i?ra.  crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  ex* 
ercise  of  every  kind  of  authority,  under  the  said  crown* 
should  be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the  powers  'of  go- 
vernment exerted  under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the 
colonies,  for  the  preservation  of  internal  peace,  virtue, 
and  good  order,  as  well  as"  for  the  defence  of  their  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties,  against  the  hostile  invasions  and 
cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies:  therefore,  resolved, 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  Assemblies  and 
Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no  government 
sufficient  for.  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath  been  al- 
ready  established,  to  adopt  such  government  as  shall,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  best  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in 
particular,  and  America  in  general/' 

The  Provincial  Assemblies  and  Conventions  acted  on  this 
recommendation,  and  governments  were  generally  esta- 
blished. In  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  it  was  deemed 
unnecessary  to  make  any  change  in  their  actual  situation, 
because,  in  these  colonies,  the  executive,  as  well  as  the 
whole  legislature,  had  always  been  elected  by  themselves. 
In  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  some  hesita- 
tion was,  at  first,  discovered  ;  and  the  Assemblies  appeared 
unwilling  to  take  so  decisive  <&  step.  The  public  opinion, 
however,  was  in  favour  of  it,  and  at  length  prevailed. 

The  several  colonies,  now  contemplating  themselves  as 
sovereign  states,  and  mingling  with  the  arduous  duty  of 
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pMmdmg  means  to  repel  a  powerful  enemy,  the  important    J^j^J 
and  interesting  labour  of  forming  governments  for  them-       in* 
selves  and  their  posterity,  exhibited  the  novel  spectacle  of 
matured  and  enlightened  societies,  uninfluenced  by  exter- 
nal or  internal  force,    devising,,   according   to  their  own 
judgements,  political  systems  for  their  own  government. 

With  the  exceptions,  already  stated,  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode-Island,  whose  systems  had  ever  been  in  a  high  de- 
gree democratic,  the  novel  principle  of  limiting  the  con- 
stituted authorities,  by  the  creation  of  a  written  constitu- 
tion, prescribing  bounds  not  to  be  transcended  by  the  le- 
gislature itself,  was  every  where  adopted. 

The  solid  foundations- for  a  popular  government  were 
already  laid  in  all  the  colonies.  The  institutions  received 
from  England  were  admirably  well  calculated  to  prepare 
the  way  for  a  temperate  and  rational  republic,  and  had 
accustomed  them  to  the  election  of  representatives,  to 
compose  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  legislature ; 
and,  in  some  instances,  of  the  second,  or  less  numerous 
branch  ateo.  No  hereditary  powers  had  ever  existed;  arid 
every  authority  had  been  derived  either  from  the  people  or 
the  king.  The  powers  of  the  crown  being  no  longer  acknow- 
ledged, the  people  remained  the  only  source  of  legitimate 
authority.  The  materials  in  their  possession,  as  well  as  their 
habits  of  thinkings  were  adapted  only  to  governments,  in 
aW  respects,  representative ;  and  such  governments  were 
universally  adopted.  Under  various  modifications  and 
varieties,  produced  in  a  great  degree  by  former  habits-,  the 
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same  great  prineiples  were  established.  In  general,*  the: 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  departments  were  ren- 
dered distinct,^  with  the  apparent  intention  of  making  them 
independent  of  each  other,  in  a  very  considerable  degree. 
The  legislature  was  divided  into  two  branches,  and  all  persons 
holding  offices  of  profit  or  trust  excluded  from  it.  The  exe- 
cutive, too,  was  constituted  by  election,  and  a  strong 
jealousy  of  its  powers  was  every  where  manifested.  The 
judges  received  their  appointments  from  the  legislature,  or 
executive  ;  and,  in  most  instances,  held  their  offices  du- 
ring good  behaviour. 

These  great  principles  formed  the  common  basis  of  the 
American  republics.  There  were,  however,  some  excep- 
tions to  them.  In  some  of  the  states,  the  legislature. con- 
sisted of  a  single  branch ;  and,  in  some  of  them,  the  tenure 
of  judicial  office  was  for  a  term  of  years ;  and,  in  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode  Island,  where  the  antient  institutions  were 
preserved,  they  continued  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  an- 
nually, and  formed  one  branch  of  the  legislature. 

Various,  too,  were  the  qualifications  required  to  confer 
the  privilege  of  an  elector,  or  of  being  elected  ;  and  the 
second  branch  of  the  legislature  was  variously  constructed. 
In  some  states  a  greater,  and  in  others  a  less  effort,  was  dis- 
cernible, to  make  it  an  effectual  check  on  the.  more  popular 
branch,  either  by  prolonging  the  time  for  which  its  mem- 
bers were  elected,  or  requiring  different  qualifications  from 
those  who  should  elect;  and,  in  some  instances,  by  even 
permitting  them  to  fill  up,  by  their  own  act,  vacancies  cre- 
ated 
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ated  in  their  body,  during  the  time  for  which  it  had  been 
constituted. 

In  constructing  the  executive,  too,  great  varieties  ap- 
peared. In  some  instances,  the  governor  was  elected,  and 
was  eligible  for  a  longer,  in  others  for  a  shorter  term ;  in 
some  states,  he  was  invested  with  a  negative  on  the  laws, 
which,  in  others,  was  refused  him  ;  and  with  power  to  make 
appointments,  which,  more  generally,  was  exercised  by  the 
legislature.  In  some  instances,  he  acted  according  to  his 
own  judgement,  and,  in  others,  was  divested  of  all  respon- 
sibility, by  being  placed  under  the  absolute  control  of  an 
executive  council. 

0 

In  the  general,  however,  the  antient  institutions  were 
preserved,  so  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  abolition  of 
regal  authority. 

The  Provincial  Assemblies,  under  the  influence  of  Con- 
gress, took  up  the  question  of  independence ;  and,  in  some 
instances,  authorized  their  representatives,  in  the  great 
national  council,  to  enter  into  foreign  alliances.  Except 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  New  York,  they  were  in 
favour  of  a  total  and  immediate  separation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  gave  instructions  to  their  representatives  conform- 
ing to  this  opinion.  Measures  had  been  taken  to  ascertain 
the  sense  of  the  people  respecting  it,  which  was  expressed 
in  instructions  to  their  representatives  in  the  Colonial  Assem- 
blies, and  was  generally  in  favour  of  it.  "  The  time  was/' 
-    ^0Im  II.  3  f  said 
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™£^$  said  the  people  of  the  town  of  Maiden,*  in  Massachusetts, 
1776.  «  when  we  loved  the  King  and  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
with  an  affection  truly  filial ;  we  felt  ourselves  interested  in 
their  glory  ;  we  shared  in  their  joys  and  sorrows ;  we  cheer- 
fully poured  the  fruit  of  all  our  labours  into  the  lap  of  our 
mother-country,  and,  without  reluctance,  expended  our 
blood  and  our  treasure  in  her  cause. 

"  These  were  our  sentiments  towards  Great  Britain*  while 
she  continued  to  act  the  part  of  a  parent  state ;  we  felt 
ourselves  happy  in  our  connexion  with  her,  nor  wished  it  to 
be  dissolved.  But  our  sentiments  are  altered.  It  is  now 
the  ardent  wish  of  our  souls  that  America  may  become  a 
free  and  independent  state/' 

The  inhabitants  of  Boston,  ever  forward  and  zealous  in 
the  contest,  concluded,  in  their  instructions,  a  recapitu- 
lation of  the  existing  causes  of  durable  animosity,  and  of 
the  hazards  of  restoring  the  past  connexion,  with  saying, 
"  we  therefore  think  it  almost  impracticable  for  these  colo- 
nies to  be  ever  again  subject  to,  or  dependent  upon,  Great 
Britain,  without  endangering  the  very  existence  of  the 
state.  Placing,  however,  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
supreme  councils  of  the  Congress,  we  are  determined  to 
wait,  most  patiently  to  wait,  till  their  wisdom  shall  dictate 
the  necessity  of  making  a  declaration  of  independence*. 
Nor  should  we  have  ventured  to  express  our  sentiments 
-  i  ■  ■  i"      i   i    — — —— 

*  Gasette. 
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upon  the  subject,  but  from  the  presumption  that  Congress  CHA?  VI 
would  choose  to  feel  themselves  supported  By  the  people  1776- 
of  each  colony,  before  they  adopt  a  resolution  so  interest- 
ing to  the  whole.  The  inhabitants  of  this  town,  therefore, 
unanimously  instruct  and  direct  you,  that,  at  the  approach- 
ing session  of  the  General  Assembly,  you  use  your  endea- 
vours, that  the  delegates  of  this  colony,  in  Congress,  be 
advised,  that,  in  case  the  Congress  shall  think  it  necessary, 
for  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  declare  them  inde- 
pendent of  Great  Britain,  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony, 
with  their  lives  and  the  remnant  of  their  fortunes,  will  most 
cheerfully  support  them  in  that  measure/'* 

The  people  of  the  other  parts  of  the  same  province,  and 
in  the  other  colonies  generally,  manifested  the  same  spirit, 
and  expressed  the  same  sentiments.  In  South  Carolina 
they  were  particularly  ardent ;  and,  in  Virginia,  the  public 
sense  was  so  decisive  on  the  subject,  that  the  Convention 
not  only  instructed  their  representatives  to  move  the  reso* 
lution  in  the  grand  council  of  the  continent,  but  declared 
that  colony  an  independent  state,  before  the  measure  was 
sanctioned  by  Congress. 

The  public  opinion  having  manifested  itself  in  favour  of 
independence,  the  great  and  decisive  step  was  determined 
on;  and  the  following  resolution  was  moved  by  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  seconded  by  John  Adams:  "  Resolved, 
that  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 

*  Gazette. 
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free  and  independent  states ;  and  that  all  political  connex- 
ion between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain,  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved/1 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congress,  where  it  was  daily  debated.  All  the  colonies, 
except  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  had  expressed  their 
approbation  of  the  measure,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained 
of  its  adoption ;  but  it  was  thought  prudent  to  suspend  a 
decision  on  it  till  the  acquiescence  of  those  colonies  in  the 
measure  should  render  its  adoption  unanimous,*  Great 
exertions  were  made  in  both,  by  the  strong  friends  of  this 
resolution,  who  availed  themselves  of  the  apprehension, 
that  those  who  did  not  join  in  this  last  and  greatest  step, 
would  be  excluded  from  the  union ;  and,  at  length,  instruc- 
tions were  received  from  the  conventions  of  those  provinces, 
also,  directing  their  representatives  to  assent  to  it. 

July*.  The  resolution  was  now  unanimously  agreed  to;  and  the 

declaration,  which  had  been  already  prepared  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose,  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation, and,  after  several  amendments,  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  whole  Congress. 


#  While  this  vote  was  depending,  resolutions  were  entered  into  by  Con- 
gress, declaring,  that  all  persons  residing  within,  or  passing  throagh,  any 
one  of  the  United  Colonies,  owed  allegiance  to  the  government  thereof;  and 
that  any  such  person,  who  should  levy  war  against  any  of  the  United  Coloy 
nies,  or  adhere  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  other  enemies  of  the  said 
colonies,  or  any  of  them,  should  be  guilty  of  treason ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to-the  several  legislatures  to  pass  laws  for  their  punishment. 

This 
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This  declaration  was  immediately  communicated  to  the  (£^rZ5 
armies,  where  it  was  received  with  enthusiasm.  It  was  also  *77U 
proclaimed  throughout  the  United  States,  and  gave  to  the 
people  very  general  joy.  Some  individuals,  however,  who 
had  bee»  very  zealous  supporters  for  all  measures  which 
had  for  their  object  only  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  in 
whose  bosoms  the  hope  of  accommodation  still  lingered, 
either  too  timid  to  meet  the  arduous  conflict  which  this 
measure  rendered,  in  their  estimation,  certain  and  inevi- 
table, or  sincerely  believing  that  the  happiness  of  America 
would  be  best  consulted  by  preserving  their  political  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain,  viewed  the  dissolution  of  that 
connexion  with  anxious  regret ;  and  others,  who  afterwards 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

tORD   AND   SIR   WILLIAM    HOWE   ARRIVE    BEFORE    NEW    YORK  — 
CIRCULAR  LETTER  OF  LORD  HOWE — STATE  OF  THE  AMERICAN 

ARMY  THE    BRITISH    LAND    IN    FORCE    ON    LONG    ISLAND  — • 

BATTLE      OF     BROOKLYN  —  EVACUATION       OF       LONG      ISLAND 
FRUITLESS    NEGOTIATIONS —  NEW    YORK    EVACUATED. 


O 


N   evacuating  Boston,   General   Howe  had  retired  to  chap.  vn. 
Halifax.     He  seems  to  have  intended   there  to  wait       m* 
the  large  reinforcements  expected  from  England,  and  not     Lord  and  sir 

ii-  i  mi     i  iiii-  William  Howe 

to  approach  his  adversary  till  he  should  be  m  a  condition  arrive  MoTe 

*  *  **  New  York. 

to  act  offensively,  and  with  such  success  as  would  make  a 
very  serious  impression.  But  the  situation  of  his  army 
in  that  place  was  so  uncomfortable,  and  the  delays  in  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  Europe  were  so  great,  that  he 
at  length  resolved,  with  the  forces  already  under  his  com- 
mand, to  sail  for  New  York,  in  some  of  the  islands  on  the 
sea  coast  of  which,  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  take  a 
station  of  perfect  security,  till  he  should  be  strong  enough 
to  commence  the  great  plan  of  operations  which  was  con* 
templated. 

This  measure  was  recommended  by  several  considerations. 
JHis  troops  would  there  receive  plentiful  supplies  of  fresh 
provisions;  he  would  be  enabled  to  ascertain,  with  more 
precision,  the  dependence  to  be  placed  on  the  inhabitants ; 
mv«l  ii,  3  g  and, 
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and,  in  the  meantime,  to  make  those  preparations  which 
would  facilitate  his  plan  for  opening  the  campaign 
with  vigour,  so  soon  as  his  whole  army  should  be  col- 
lected. 

In  the  latter  end  of  June,  he  arrived  off  Sandy  Hook,  in 
the  Greyhound,  and,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  that  month, 
the  first  division  of  the  fleet  from  Halifax  reached  the  same 
place.  The  rear  division  soon  followed,  and,  having  pass- 
ed the  Narrows,  landed  the  troops  on  Staten  Island,  where 
General  Washington  had  placed  only  a  small  military  force, 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  driving  off  such  stock  as 
might  otherwise  supply  the  invading  army  with  fresh  pro* 
visions.  Here  they  were  received  with  great  demonstra* 
tions  of  joy  by  the  inhabitants,  who  took  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  embodied  themselves 
under  the  authority  of  the  late  Governor  Tryon,  for  the 
defence  of  the  island.  Strong  assurances  were  also  received 
from  Long  Island,  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  New 
Jersey,  of  the  favourable  dispositions  of  a  great  proportion 
of  the  people  to  the  royal  cause.  On  Staten  Island,  General 
Howe  resolved  to  wait  till  his  army  should  be  in  foil 
force,  unless  circumstances  should  require  a  change  of 
system 

,  Foreseeing  the  distress  which  would  be  occasioned  to  the 
enemy,  by  cutting  off  those  supplies  of  fresh  provisions 
which  would  be  particularly  useful  on  their  first  landing, 
General  Washington  had  urged  the  different  committees  to> 
co-operate  with  him  in  removing  the  stock  and  grain  in  the 

small 


i 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  411 

small  islands  near  the  coast ;    which,  if  permitted,  to  re-   ^p^' 
main,  would  inevitably  fall  into  their  hands :    but  this  wise       m* 
precaution  had   been  only  in  part  executed,  and  General 
Howe    soon   obtained   partial    supplies    for    himself    and 
army. 

The  effect  with  which  the  British  arms  had  been  opposed 
in  New  England  had  demonstrated  to  administration  the 
very  serious  complexion  of  the  war,  and  the  necessity  of 
employing  in  it  a  force  vastly  more  considerable  than  they 
had  originally  supposed  could  possibly  be  required.  In 
addition,  therefore,  to  the  national  troops,  they  had  sub- 
sidized about  thirteen  thousand  Hessians  and  Waldeckers, 
and  it  was  also  determined  to  employ  a  powerful  fleet  in 
this  important  service,* 

As  had  been  foreseen  by  General  Washington,  the  great 
effort  was  now  to  be*  made  on  the  Hudson.  A  variety  of 
considerations  suggested  the  policy  of  transferring  the  seat 
of  war  to  this  part  of  the  continent.  Such  is  the  formation 
of  the  country,  on  the  sea  coast,  being  divided  into  islands 
assailable  in  every  direction  by  a  maritime  force,  that  it 
requires  for  defence,  against  a  conjoint  attack  by  land  and 
water,  not  only  complete  fortifications,  but  a  very  formida- 
ble army  also.  The  same  causes  which  render  this  part  of 
the  United  States  so  vulnerable  to  an  invading  enemy,  com- 
manding the  sea,  secure  that  enemy  in  the  possession  of  it, 
after  it  has  been  acquired.     It  must  always  be  found  ex- 
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tremely  difficult  to  drive  even  an  inferior  army  from  this 
post,  without  first  obtaining  a  naval  superiority. 

The  British  general  was  invited  to  New  York,  not  only 
by  the  facility  with  which  that  position  could  be  taken  and 
retained,  but  by   the  great  and  superior  advantages  it  of- 
fered in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     Long  Island,  of  the 
secure  possession  of  which  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt, 
unless  his  force  should  be  insufficient  to  make  any  impres- 
sion  whatever  on  America,  was  a  fertile  country,  abound- 
ing in  provisions,  and  would  of  itself  furnish  large  supplies 
to  his  army.     From  this  post,  too,  it  was  optional  with  him 
to  carry  the  war  eastwardly,    into  New  England ;   north- 
wardly, into  the  state  of  New  York ;   or,  westwardly,  into 
the  Jerseys  and  Pennsylvania ;  or,  if  too  weak  to  attempt 
the  conquest  of  either,  he  could  retire  into  a  place  of  se- 
curity, and  either,  harass  the  American  army  and  the  ad- 
jacent country,    or  carry    on  expeditions   against   distant 
parts    of   the    continent.      In    fact,   it  enabled    him    to 
command    perfectly  his     own    operation,    and    to    choose 
the  scene  of   action.     The  possession  of  the  Hudson,  too,, 
would  open  to  him  the  most  direct  communication  with 
Canada,  and  enable  him  very  greatly  to  interrupt  the  inter- 
course between  the  eastern  and  southern  states.  In  addition, 
to  these  circumstances,  he  would  cover  his  friends,  who,  in 
turn,  would  recruit  his  army,  and  supply  it  with  those  ne- 
cessaries, the  want  of  which  he  had  so  severely  experienced 
in  Boston. 

The  command  of  the  fleet  destined  for  this  service  was 
entrusted  to  Lord  Howe,  the  brother  of  the  general ;  and 

they 
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they  were  both  constituted  commissioners  for  restoring  c^^^' 
peace  to  the  colonies,  and  granting  pardons,  with  such  ex-  1775' 
ceptions  as  they  should  think  proper  to  make.  Lord  Howe, 
who  had  been  detained  some  time  in  England,  soliciting 
an  enlargement  of  his  powers  as  commissioner,  arrived  at 
Halifax  about  a  fortnight  after  his  brother  had  left  that 
place,  and  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  after  him  to  Staten 
Island,  which  he  reached  the  twelfth  of  July-* 

General  Washington  soon  received  evidence  of  the  dif- 
ficulty attending  his  efforts  to  preserve  this  important  river 
from  an  enemy  possessing  so  powerful  a  fleet  as  was  now  ta 
act  against  him.  Two  frigates  passed  his  batteries,  without 
injury,  and  sailed  up  towards  the  high  lands ;  the  passes  of 
which  were  of  essential  importance*  and  were  very  weakly 
defended.  It  was  apprehended  that  on  board  these  frigates 
might  be  a  small  body  of  troops,  and  arms  for  the  numerous 
disaffected  of  that  country,  with  whose  aid,  sudden  posses- 
sion might  be  taken  of  these  important  positions.  It  was 
impossible  still  further  to  weaken  the  army  at  New  York, 
for  the  defence  of  these  passes,  and  therefore  the  militia 
were  called  upon  to  maintain  them.  The  frigates,  however, 
did  not  make  the  attempt  which  was  apprehended  front 
them;  but,  by  retaining  this  station,  they  cut  off  the 
communication,  by  water,  between  the  army  at  New  York 
and  that  at  Ticonderoga-  To  remove  this  interruption,  a 
plan  was  formed  to  set  the  frigates  on  fire*  by  means  of 
a  fire-ship.    This  plan,    though  considerable  address  and 
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chap^vii.  courage  were  manifested  in  the  attempt,  failed  in  the  exe- 
1776,  cution  ;  and  only  a  tender  was  burnt.  The  frigates  returned, 
but  this  fact  demonstrated  a  truth  which  the  general  had 
before  believed,  that  a  ship  with  a  fair  tvind  would  pass  his 
batteries  at  pleasure,  unless  stopped  before  them  by  ob- 
stacles in  the  channel. 

rfl^rinfme*  Notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  independence  had 
now  been  made,  Lord  Howe  determined,  while  the  troops 
from  Europe  were  arriving,  to  try  the  influence  of  the  pow- 
ers for  pacification  which  had  been  committed  to  him.  He 
sent  on  shore,  by  a  flag,  a  circular  letter,  dated  off  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  severally  to  the  late 
governors  under  the  crown,  inclosing  a  declaration,  which 
he  requested  them  to  make  public ;  and  which  announced 
to  the  people  his  authority  to  grant  pardons  to  any  number 
or  description  of  persons,  who,  during  the  tumult  and  dis- 
asters of  the  times  might  have  deviated  from  their  just 
allegiance,  and  who  might  be  willing,  by  a  speedy  return 
to  their  duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  royal  favour ;  and 
to  declare  any  colony,  town,  post,  or  place,  in  the  peace 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  crown,  and  excepted  from 
the  penal  provisions  of  the  act  of  parliament,  prohibiting 
all  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  colonies.  This  letter  also 
contained  assurances  that  the  meritorious  services  of  all 
persons  who  should  aid  and  assist  in  restoring  public  tran- 
quillity in  the  colonies,  or  in  any  parts  thereof,  would  be 
duly  considered. 

These  papers  were  immediately  transmitted  by  the  Com- 
mander 
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mander  in  chief  to  Congress,  who  resolved  that  they  should  <^sp- VIL 
"  be  published  in  the  several  gazettes,  that  the  good  people  177€ 
of  the  United  States  might  be  informed  of  what  nature 
were  the  commissioners,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the  expec- 
tation of  which,  the  insidious  Court  of  Britain  had  sought 
to  amuse  and  disarm  them  ;  and  that  the  few  who  still  re- 
mained suspended  by  a  hope,  founded  either  in  the  justice 
or  moderation  of  their  laJte  King,  might  now,  at  length,  be 
convinced,  that  the  valour  alone  of  their  country  is  to  save 
its  liberties/* 

About  the  same  time  that  these  papers  were  put  into  cir- 
culation, Lord  Howe  sent,  with  a  flag,  a  letter  addressed 
to  "  George  Washington,  Esq."  which  the  general  reftised 
to  receive,  a*  "it  did  not  acknowledge  the  public  character 
with  which  he  was  invested  by  Corfgress,  and  in  no  other 
character  could  he  have  any  intercourse  with  his  Lordship/'' 
This  dignified  proceeding  was  highly  approved  by  Congress, 
in  a  particular  resolution,  which  also  directed,  "that  no  letter 
9T  message «be  received,  on  any  occasion  whatever,  from  the 
enemy*  by  the  Commander  in  chief,  or  others  the  comman- 
ders of  the  American  army,  but  such  as  shall  be  directed 
to  them,  in  the  characters  they  respectively  sustain/' 

As  there'  was  some  difficulty  in  recognising  either  the* 
civil  or  military  character  conferred  on  individuals  by  the 
existing  powers  in  America,  and  yet  it  was  desirable,  either, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  pacification,  or  of  dividing 
still  more  the  Americans,  if  a  pacification  should  be  im- 
practicable, to  open  negotiations,  and  hold  out  the  sem- 
blance 
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chap.  vii.  blance  of  rcstoriug  peace,  the  commissioners  cast  about 
X7U-  for  means  to  evade  this  preliminary  obstacle  to  any  discus- 
sion of  the  terms  they  were  authorized  to  propose ;  and,  at 
length,  Colonel  Patterson,  adjutant-general  of  the  British 
army,  was  sent  on  shore,  by  General  Howe,  with  a  letter 
directed  to  George  Washington,  &c.  &c.  &c.  He  was  in- 
troduced to  the  general,  whom  he  addressed  by  the  title  of 
"  Excellency ;"  and,  after  the  usual  compliments,  entered 
on  business,  by  saying,  that  General  Howe  much  regretted 
the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  respecting  the  address  of 
the  letters ;  that  the  mode  adopted  was  deemed  consistent 
with  propriety,  and  was  founded  on  precedent,  in  cases  of 
ambassadors  and  plenipotentiaries,  where  disputes  or  diffi- 
culties about  rank  had  arisen.  That  General  Washington 
might  recollect  he  had,  last  summer,  addressed  a  letter  to 
"  The  Honourable  William  Howe/'  That  Lord  and  Gene- 
ral Howe  did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  his  rank,  or  the 
respect  due  to  him,  and  that  they  held  his  person  and  cha- 
racter in  the  highest  esteem ;  but  that  the  direction,  with 
the  addition  of  &c.  &c.  &c.  implied  every  thing  which 
ought  to  follow.  Colonel  Patterson  then  produced  a  letter, 
which  he  said  was  the  same  that  had  been  sent,  and  which 
he  laid  on  the  table. 

The  general  declined  receiving  it ;  and  said,  that  a  letter, 
directed  to  a  person  in  a  public  character,  should  have  some 
description  or  indication  of  that  character,  otherwise  it 
would  be  considered  as  a  mere  private  letter.  It  was  true 
the  etceteras  implied  every  thing,  and  they  also  implied 
any  tiling.    That  the  letter  to  General  Howe,  alluded  tot 

was 
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was  an  answer  to  one  received  from  him  under  a  like  ad-   ^f^J 
dress,  whieK  having  been  taken  by  the  officer  on  duty,  he       OT* 
did  not  think  proper  to  return,  and  therefore  answered  in 
the  same  mode  of  address ;  and  that  he  should  absolutely 
decline  any  letter,  relating  to  his  public  station,  directed  to 
him  as  a  private  person. 

Colonel  Patterson  then  said,  that  General  Howe  would 
not  urge  his  delicacy  further,  and  repeated  his  assertions, 
that  no  failure  of  respect  was  intended. 

Some  conversation  then  passed,  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  prisoners ;  after  which,  Colonel  Patterson  said,  that  the 
goodness  and  benevolence  of  the  King  had  induced  him  to 
appoint  Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe  his  commissioners, 
to  accommodate  the  unhappy  dispute  at  present  subsisting : 
that  they  had  great  powers,  and  would  derive  much  plea* 
sure  from  effecting  the  accommodation ;  and  that  he  wished 
this  visit  to  be  considered  as  making  the  first  advance  to- 
wards so  desirable  an  object. 

General  Washington  replied,  that  he  was  not  vested  with 
*ny  powers  on  this  subject,  by  those  from  whom  he  derived 
his  authority;  but  he  would  observe,  that,  so  far  as  he 
could  judge  from  what  had  as  yet  transpired,  Lord  Howe 
*»nd  General  Howe  were  only  empowered  to  grant  pardons : 
that  those  who  had  committed  no  fault  wanted  no  pardon ; 
and  that  the  Americans  were  only  defending  what  they 
deemed  their  indubitable  rights.  This,.  Colonel  Patterson 
said,  would  open  a  very  wide  field  for  argument ;  and,  after 

vol.  ii.  3  ii  expressing 
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^£^2J-   expressing  his  fears,  that  an  adherence  to  forms  might  ob* 
1776       struct  business  of  the  greatest  moment  and   concern,  he 
took  his  leave. 

The  substance  of  this  conversation  was  communicated  to 
Congress,  and  was  ordered  by  that  body  to  be  published. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Washington  was  extremely  de- 
sirous of  making  some  impression  on  the  enemy,  before  their 
whole  force  should  be  collected-  He  conceived  it  to  be 
very  practicable  to  cross  over  in  the  night,  from  the  mouth 
of  Thompson's  Creek,  a  little  below  Elizabeth  Town,  on 
the  Jersey  shore,  to  Staten  Island,  and  cut  off  some  de- 
tached posts  of  the  enemy  near  the  Blazing  Star,  within  a 
peninsula  formed  by  two  creeks,  which  could  not  easily  be 
reinforced.  This  plan  was  to  be  executed  by  General  Mer- 
cer, who  commanded  the  flying  camp,  and  who  assisted  in 
forming  it ;  but  the  weather,  on  the  night  fixed  on  for  its 
execution,  was  so  very  tempestuous,  as  to  make  it  impossi- 
ble to  cross  the  Sound  in  such  boats  as  had  been  provided. 

Augu*.  The  reinforcements  to  the  British  army,  about  four  hun- 

dred and  fifty  of  whom  had  been  captured  by  the  America* 
cruizers,  were  now  arriving  daily  from  Europe,  and  General 
Howe  had  also  been  joined  by  the  troops  from  the  south- 
ward. His  strength  was  not  accurately  known,  but  was 
estimated,  in  the  total,  at  about  twenty-four  thousand 
men. 

The  last  division  of  the  Germans  had  not  yet  reacbe 

hit 
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him,  but  they  were  not  expected  soon,  and  he  thought  him-   ^f;™" 
self  strong  enough  to  open  the  campaign  without  them.  1776, 

.  To  this  army,  alike  formidable  for  its  numbers,  and  the 
abundant  supply  of  military  stores,  of  every  sort,  with 
which  it  was  furnished,  aided  in  its  operations  by  a  nume-- 
rous  fleet,  General  Washington  had,  from  the  time  it  was 
first  expected,  incessantly  pressed  Congress  to  oppose  a 
force  permanent  in  its  own  nature ;  capable,  from  its  struc- 
ture, of  receiving  military  discipline ;  and  competent,  in 
point  of  numbers,  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  has 
been  already  observed,  that  these  remonstrances  had  not 
produced  all  the  effect  to  which  they  were  entitled. 

Without  doubt,  the  difficulties  embarrassing  Congress 
were  of  a  nature  not  to  be  immediately  or  intirely  removed, 
by  human  efforts.  Hostilities  had  commenced  at  a  time 
when  neither  arms,  ammunition,  nor  military  stores  of  any 
kind,  sufficient  to  serve  a  moderate  army  a  single  cam- 
paign, were  in  the  country.  The  government  was  in  pos- 
sesion of  no  revenue  ;  and"  those  resources,  from  which 
revenue  might  be  expected  to  flow,  were  dried  up  by  the 
almost  total  annihilation  of  their  commerce.  They  could 
only  rely  on  paper  emissions,  unsupported  by  solid  funds, 
the  value  of  which  could  only  be  kept  up  by  heavy  taxes, 
which  they  had  not  the  power  to  impose,  and  the  imposi- 
tion of  which,  had  they  possessed  the  power,  might  pro- 
duce very  serious  effects  on  the  dispositions  of  the  people. 
It  was,  therefore*  necessary  to  disburse  money  with,  great 
caution.     Yet  this  saving  temper,  however  necessary  to  a 

3  H  2  certain 
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^l^JJ  certain  extent,  might  be  carried  too  far ;  and  it  was  possU 
1776>  ble  to  expose  to  hazard,  by  a  too  rigid  economy,  the  most 
important  objects.  But  there  were  certain  opinions  preva- 
lent in  the  United  States,  from  which  they  receded  slowly, 
and  from  which  melancholy  experience  only  could  drive 
them,  that  were  productive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences. 
One  of  these,  and  the  most  essential,  was,  that  an  army 
could  be  created  every  campaign,  for  the  purposes  of  that 
campaign ;  and  that  such  temporary  provisions  might  be 
relied  on,  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  is  probable 
that  this  system  owes  its  introduction,  in  some  degree,  to* 
the  state  of  things  when  the  army  was  raised,  that  measure 
being  the  act  of  separate  and  temporary  governments ;  in 
some  degree,  to  the  nature  of  the  war,  the  prosecution  of 
which  they  still  hoped  would  be  abandoned  by  the  British, 
nation,  when  the  extent  of  the  opposition  in  America 
should  be  known ;  in  some  degree,  to  the  antient  habits 
of  the  eastern  colonies  ;  and  in  some  degree,  to  the  ppeju- 
dices  against  a  regular  army,  and  a  disinclination  to  believe 
in  the  superiority  of  a  permanent  and  disciplined  force. 

It  is  probable  that  the  hope  was  cherished,  by  many* 
that  the  commissioners,  who  had  been  long  expected,  would 
bring  with  them  propositions  which  would  serve  as  the 
basis  of  an  accommodation :  and,  though  the  majority  bad 
taken  up  opinions  in  favour  of  independence,  yet  the  mino- 
rity was  capable  of  impeding  measures  which  seemed  to* 
exclude  every  idea  of  terminating  the  war  but  by  the 
sword.  In  a  private  letter  written  by  General  Washington 
while  attending  Congress,  in  May,  to  a  confidential  frienc 
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he  declared  the  opinion,  that  nothing  was  to  be  ekpected  ^f^J 
from  the  commissioners,  and  that  the  idea  had  only  been  m* 
suggested,  to  deceive  America,  and  prevent  het  takihg  those 
measures  which  her  situation  rendered  necessary.  "  This/* 
he  added,  "  has  been  too  effectually  accomplished,  as  man/ 
members  of  Congress,  in  short,  the  representatives  of  whole 
provinces,  are  still  feeding  themselves  on  the  dainty  f6od  of 
reconciliation ;  and,  though  they  will  not  allow  that  th£ 
expectation  of  it  has  any  influence  on  their  judgements,  s6 
fax  as  respects  preparations  for  defence,  it  is  but  too  ob- 
vious that  it  has  an  operation  on  every  part  of  their  con- 
duct, and  is  a  clog  to  all  their  proceedings.  It  is  not  in  thtf 
nature  of  thing?  to  be  otherwise ;  for,  no  man,  who  enter- 
tains a  hope  of  seeing  this  dispute  speedily  and  equitably 
adjusted  by  commissioners,  will  go.  to  the  same  expense, 
and  incur  the  same  hazards,  to  prepare  for  the  worst  event, 
that  he  will  who  believes  that  he  must  conquer,  or  submit 
unconditionally,  and  take  the  consequences  —  such  as  con- 
fiscation and  hanging-" 

Whatever  might  be  the  causes,  it  lis-  certain  that  the  Ame-    state  of  the 

i ,    .  American  annY> 

rican  army  was  not  in  a  condition  to  realize  the  hopes  of 
the  country,  or  the  wishes  of  its  chief.  It  consisted,  when 
General  Howe  landed  on  Staten  Island,  of  not  more  than* 
ten  thousand  men.  This  small  force  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
fomisheck  with  arms,  and  the  men  were  very  sickly.  The 
diseases  which  always  afflict  new  troops,  were,  probably  in. 
some  degree,  increased  by  their  being  greatly  exposed,  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  tents.  At  the  instance  of  the 
general,  some  regiments,  stationed  in  the  different  states, 

were 
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^T^3'  were  ordered  to  join  him ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  requisi- 
1776  tions  of  men  to  serve  till  December,  requisitions  not  yet 
complied  with,  the  neighbouring  militias  were  called  into 
service  for  the  present  exigency.  Yet,  on  the  eighth  of 
August,  in  a  letter  to  Congress,  he  stated,  that,  "  for,  the 
several  ports  on  New  York,  Long,  and  Governor's  Island, 
and  Paulus-hook,  the  army  consisted  only  of  seventeea 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  of  whom,  three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  were  sick ;  and  that, 
in  case  of  an  immediate  attack,  he  could  count  certainly 
on  no  other  addition  to  his  numbers  than  a  battalion  from 
Maryland,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Small  wood... 
This  force  was  rendered  the  more  inadequate  to  its  ob- 
jects,  by  being,  necessarily,  divided,  for  the  defence  of 
posts,  some  of  which  were  fifteen  miles  distant  from  others, 
with  navigable  waters  between  them/' 

♦ 
"  These  things/'  continued  the  letter,  "  are  melancholy, 
but  they  are,  nevertheless,  true.  I  hope  for  better.  Under 
every  disadvantage,  my  utmost  exertions  shall  be  employed 
to  bring  about  the  great  end  we  have  in  view;  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge  from  the  professions  and  apparent  disposi- 
tions of  my  troops,  I  shall  have  their  support.  The  superi- 
ority of  the  enemy,  and  the  expected  attack,  do  not  seem 
to  have  depressed  their  spirits.  These  considerations  lead 
me  to  think,  that  though  the  appeal  may  not  terminate  so 
happily  as  I  could  wish,  yet  the  enemy  will  not  succeed  in 
their  views,  without  considerable  loss.  Any  advantage  they 
may  gain,  I  trust,  will  cost  them  dear/' 

Soon 
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Soon  after  this  letter,  the  army  was  reinforced  by  Small-   ^1P^5 
wood's  regiment,  and  by  two  regiments  from  Pennsylvania,.       m*' 
with  a  body  of  New  England  and  New  York  militia^  which 
increased  it  to  twenty-seven  thousand  men,  of  whom,  one- 
fourth  were  sick- 

A  part  of  this  army  was  stationed  on  Long  Island,  where 
Major-General  Green  originally  commanded,  but,  he  being, 
unfortunately,  taken  extremely  ill,  was  succeeded  by  Major- 
General  Sullivan,  The  residue  occupied  different  stations 
on  York  Island,  except  two  small  detachments,  one  on 
Governor's  Island,  and  the  other  at  Paulus-hook ;  and  ex- 
cept a  part  of  the  New  York  militia,  under  General  Clin- 
ton, who  were  stationed  on  the  Sound y  towards  New  Ro- 
ehelle,  East  and  West  Chester,  in  order  to  give  some  oppo- 
sition to  the  enemy,  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  attempt  to 
land  above  Kingsbridge,  and  cut  off  the  communication* 
with  the  country. 

As  an  attack  from  the  enemy  was  daily  expected,  and 
it  was  believed  that  the  influence  of  the  first  battle  would 
be  very  considerable,  all  the  vigilance  and  attention  of  the 
general  was  unremittingly  exerted,  to  prevent,  among  his 
raw  troops,  those  unmilitary  and  dangerous  practices  into 
which  men,,  unused  to  the  necessary  restraints  of  a  camp, 
will  ever  indulge ;  and  to  establish,  as  far  as  possible, 
•those  principles  of  subordination,  and  exact  observance  of 
orders,  so  essential  to  victory.  He  also  used,  every  expe- 
dient to  rouse  the  latent  sparks  of  that  enthusiastic  love 
of  liberty,  that  indignation  against  the  invaders  of  their 

Gountry, 
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CvH£T-Z5  country  t  and  that  native  courage,  which  he  believed  now 
m*'  animated  the  bosoms  of  Americans ;  and  which  he  greatly 
relied  on  as  substitutes  for  discipline  and  experience. 
"  The  time/1  say  his  orders  issued  soon  after  the  arrival 
of  General  Howe,  "  is  now  near  at  hand,  which  must 
probably  determine  whether  Americans  are  to  be  free  men 
or  slaves;  whether  they  are  to  have  any  property  they 
can  call  their  own;  whether  their  houses  and  farms  are 
to  be  pillaged  and  destroyed,  and  themselves  consigned  to 
a  state  of  wretchedness  from  which  no  human  efforts  will 
deliver  them.  The  fate  of  unborn  millions  will  now  de* 
pend,  under  God,  on  the  courage  and  conduct  of  this 
army.  Our  cruel  and  unrelenting  enemy  leaves  us  only 
the  choice  of  a  brave  resistance,  or  the  most  abject  sub* 
mission.  We  have,  therefore,  to  resolve  to  conquer,  or  to 
die.  Our  own,  our  country's  honour  call  upon  us  for  a 
vigorous  and  manly  exertion ;  and  if  we  now  shamefully 
fail,  we  shall  become  infamous  to  the  whole  world.  Let 
us,  then,  rely  on  the  goodness  of  our  cause,  and  the  aid  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  in  whose  hands  victory  is,  to  animate 
and  encourage  us  to  great  and  noble  actions.  The  eyes 
of  all  our  countrymen  are  now  upon  us,  and  we  shall  have 
their  blessings  and  praises,  if  happily  we  are  the  instruments 
of  saving  them  from  the  tyranny  meditated  against  them. 
Let  us,  therefore,  animate  and  encourage  each  other,  and 
shew  the  whole  world  that  a  free  man,  contending  for 
liberty  on  his  own  ground,  is  superior  to  any  slavish  mer- 
cenary on  earth/' 

He  recommended  to  the  officers,  great  coolness  in  time 
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of  action;  and  to  the  soldiers,  strict  attention    and  obedi-    (^^JJ# 
ence,  with  a  becoming  firmness  and  spirit. 

He  assured  them,  that  any  officer,  soldier,  or  corps, 
which  should  distinguish  him,  or  themselves,  by  any  acts 
of  extraordinary  bravery,  should  most  certainly  meet  with 
notice  and  rewards ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  those  who 
should  fail  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  would  as  cer- 
tainly be  exposed  and  punished. 

Whilst  preparing  for  the  expected  engagement,  intelli- 
gence was  received  of  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  in  their 
attack  on  Fort  Moultrie  ;  and  he  availed  himself  of  the 
occasion  of  communicating  this  success  to  his  army,  to  add 
the  spirit  of  emulation  to  the  other  motives  which  should 
impel  them  to  manly  exertions.  "  This  glorious  example 
of  our  troops,  under  the  like  circumstances  with  ourselves, 
the  general  hopes  will  animate  every  officer  and  soldier  to 
imitate,  and  even  to  out-do  them,  when  the  enemy  shall 
make  the  same  attempt  on  us.  With  such  a  bright  exam- 
ple before  us,  of  what  can  be  done  by  brave  men,  fighting 
in  defence  of  their  country,  we  shall  be  loaded  with  a 
double  share  of  shame  and  infamy,  if  we  do  not  acquit 
ourselves  with  courage,  and  manifest  a  determined  resolu- 
tion to  conquer  or  die.  With  the  hope  and  confidence 
that  this  army  will  have  an  equal  share  of  honour  and  suc- 
cess, the  general  most  earnestly  exhorts  every  officer  and 
soldier  to  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  his  arms  and  health ; 
to  have  the  former  in  the  best  order  for  action,  and,  by 
cleanliness   and  care,  to  preserve  the  latter;  to  be  exact 
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in  their  discipline,  obedient  to  their  superiors,  and  vigilant 
on  duty.  With  such  preparations,  and  a  suitable  spirit, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  but,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  we 
shall  repel  our  cruel  invaders,  preserve  our  country,  and 
gain  the  greatest  honour." 

As  the  crisis  approached,  his  anxiety  increased.  En- 
deavouring to  breathe  into  his  army  his  own  spirit,  and  to 
give  them  his  own  feelings,  he  thus  addressed  them :  "  The 
enemy's  whole  reinforcement  is  now  arrived,  so  that  an 
attack  must,  and  will,  soon  be  made.  The  general,  there- 
fore, again  repeats  his  earnest  request,  that  every  officer  and 
soldier  will  have  his  arms  and  ammunition  in  good  order ; 
keep  within  his  quarters  and  encampments,  as  much  as 
possible  ;  be  ready  for  action  at  a  moment's  call,  and,  when 
called  to  it,  remember  that  liberty,  property,  life,  and 
honour,  arc  all  at  stake;  that  upon  their  courage  and 
conduct  rest  the  hopes  of  their  bleeding  and  insulted 
country ;  that  their  wives,  children,  and  parents,  expect 
safety  from  them  only ;  and  that  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  Heaven  will  crown  with  success  so  just  a 
cause.  " 

"  The  enemy  will  endeavour  to  intimidate  by  show  and 
appearance ;  but,  remember,  they  have  been  repulsed  on 
various  occasions  by  a  few  brave  Americans ;  their  cause 
is  bad,  their  men  are  conscious  of  it ;  and  if  opposed  with 
finnness  and  coolness  on  their  first  onset,  with  our  advantage 
of  works,  and  knowledge  of  the  ground,  the  victory  is  most 
assuredly  ours.  Every  good  soldier  will  be  silent  and  at- 
tentive, 
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tentive,  wait  for  orders,  and  reserve  his  fire  till  he  is  sure    (^f^ 
of  -doing  execution  \  of  this,  the  officers  are  to  be  particu-       me 
larly  careful/' 

He  then  gave  the  most  explicit  orders,  that  any  soldier 
who  should  attempt  to  conceal  himself,  or  retreat  without 
orders,  should  instantly  be  shot,  as  an  example  of  the  pu- 
nishment of  cowardice,  and  desired  every  officer  to  be  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  the  conduct  of  his  men,  and  report 
those  who  should  distinguish  themselves  by  brave  and 
noble  actions,  whom  he  solemnly  promised  to  notice  and 
reward. 

Thus  did  he -endeavour  to  compensate  for  want  of  arms, 
discipline,  and  numbers,  by  infusing  into  every  bosom  those 
sentiments  which  would  lead  to  the  greatest  individual  ex- 
ertion. 

As  the  'defence  of  Long  Island  was  intimately  connected 
with  that  of  New  York,  a  brigade  had  very  early  been 
stationed  there,  and  had  taken  a  strong  position  at  Brooklyn, 
capable  of  being  maintained  for  a  considerable  time.  This 
post,  communicating  immediately  with  York  Island,  might 
either  be  reinforced  or  abandoned,  as  occasion  should  re- 
quire ;  and  there  an  extensive  camp  had  been  marked  out 
and  fortified.  Brooklyn  is  a  village,  on  a  small  peninsula 
made  by  the  East  River,  the  bay,  and  Gowan's  Cove,  into 
which  a  creek  empties  itself.  The  encampment  fronted  the 
main  land  of  this  island,  and  the  works  stretched  quite 
across   the  peninsula,  from   Wallaback   Bay,   in   the   East 

3  i  2  River, 


428  THE    LIFE    OF 


CHAP.  VII. 
1776. 


River,  on  the  left,  to  a  deep  marsh  on  the  creek  emptying 
into  Gowan's  Cove,  on  the  right.  The  rear  was  covered 
and  defended  from  an  attack  from  the  ships,  by  strong 
batteries  on  Red  Hook,  and  on  Governor's  Island,  which 
in  a  great  measure  commanded  that  part  of  the  bay,  and 
by  other  batteries  on  East  River,  which  kept  open  the 
communication  with  York  Island.  In  front  of  the  camp 
was  a  range  of  hills  covered  with  thick  woods,  which 
extended,  from  east  to  west,  nearly  the  length  of  the  island, 
and  across  which  were  three  different  roads  leading  to 
Brooklyn  Ferry.*  These  hills,  though  steep,  are  every 
where  passable  by  infantry. 

The  British        The  movements  of  the  enemy  soon  indicated  an  intention  to 

land  in  force  on 

Umg  island.  make  their  first  attack  on  Long  Island  ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  General  Sullivan  was  strongly  reinforced.  Early  in 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  the  principal  part  of  the 
British  troops,  with  Colonel  Donop's  corps  of  chasseurs  and 
Hessian  grenadiers,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  landed, 
without  opposition,  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  fleet, 
near  Utrecht  and  Gravesend,  on  the  south-west  point  of 
the  island,  and  not  far  from  the  Narrows,  where  it  ap- 
proaches nearest  to  Staten  Island.  This  division  of  the 
army  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  General  Clinton.  A 
regiment  of  Pennsylvanians,  under  Colonel  Hand,  who 
guarded  the  coast,  retired  before  them  to  the  woody  heights 
commanding  a  pass  leading  directly  through  Flat  Bush  to 
the  works  at  Brooklyn.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  immediately 
-  — ■  — 
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detached  to  Flat  Bush,  with  orders  to  seize  the  pass,  if  it 
should  be  unoccupied,  but  not  to  risk  an  attack,  if  he  found 
it  in  the  possession  of  the  Americans.  The  pass  being 
guarded,  his  Lordship  took  post  in  the  village,  and  the 
army  extended  from  the  ferry  at  the  Narrows,  through 
Utrecht  and  Gravesend,  to  the  village  of  Flat  Land.* 

There  being  now  a  certainty  that  an  engagement  would 
soon  take  place,  General  Washington  made  still  another 
effort  to  inspire  his  troops  with  the  most  determined  cou- 
rage. "  The  enemy,"  said  he,  in  addressing  them,  "  have 
now  landed  on  Long  Island,  and  the  hour  is  fast  approach- 
ing, on  which  the  honour  and  success  of  this  army,  and  the 
safety  of  our  bleeding  country,  depends.  Remember,  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  that  you  are  freemen  fighting  for  the  bles- 
sings of  liberty ;  that  slavery  will  be  your  portion  and  that 
of  your  posterity,  if  you  do  not  acquit  yourselves  like  men. 
Remember,  how  your  courage  has  been  despised  and  tra- 
.duced  by  your  cruel  invaders  ;  though  they  have  found,  by 
dear  experience,  at  Boston,  Charleston,  and  other  places, 
what  a  few  brave  men,  contending  in  their  own  land,  and 
in  the  best  of  causes,  can  do  against  hirelings  and  mer- 
cenaries. Be  cool,  but  determined.  Do  not  fire  at  a  dis- 
tance, but  wait  for  orders  from  your  officers/'  He  repeated 
his  injunctions  to  shoot  any  person  who  should  misbehave 
in  action,  and  his  hope  "  that  none  so  infamous  would  be 
found  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  each  for  himself  resolving 
to  conquer  or  die,  and  trusting  to  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on 
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so  just  a  cause,  would  behave  with  bravery  and  resolution/' 
I J  is  assurance  of  rewards,  to  those  who  should  distinguish 
themselves,  were  repeated  ;  and  he  declared  "  his  confidence, 
that,  if  the  army  would  but  emulate  and  imitate  their 
brave  countrymen  in  other  parjts  of  America,  they  would, 
by  a  glorious  victory,  save  their  country,  and  acquire  to 
themselves  immortal  honour." 

Major-General  Putnam  was  now  directed  to  take  com- 
mand at  Brooklyn,  the  camp  at  which  was  reinforced  with 
six  regiments ;  and  he  was  charged  most  earnestly  by  the 
Commander  in  chief  to  be  in  constant  readiness  for  an  at- 
tack, and  to  guard  the  woods  between  the  two  camps  with 
his  best  troops.  On  the  same  day,  Lieutenant  General  de 
Ileister  landed  with  two  brigades  of  Hessians.  The  next 
day,  he  took  post  at  Flat  Bush,  and  in  the  evening  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  the  British,  drew  off  to  Flat  Land.* 

General  Washington  had  passed  the  day  at  Brooklyn, 
making  the  best  arrangements  for  the  approaching  action, 
and  at  night  returned  to  New  York. 

The  Hessians,  under  General  de  Ileister,  composed  the 
centre  of  the  British  army  at  Flat  Bush ;  Major  General 
Grant  commanded  the  left  wing,  which  extended  to  the 
coast ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  British  forces,  under 
General  Clinton,  Earl  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  turned 
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short  to  the  right,  and  approached  the  opposite  coast  of  (^i^2' 
Flat  Land.  im- 

The  two  armies  were  now  separated   from  each  other  by 
the  range  of  hills  already  mentioned.     The  centre  of  the  v 

enemy,  at  Flat  Bush,  was  scarcely  four  miles  distant  from 
the  lines  at  Brooklyn,  and  a  direct  road  led  across  the 
heights  from  the  one  to  the  otheix  There  was  also  another 
road,  rather  more  circuitous  than  the  first,  leading  from 
Flat  Bush  by  the  way  of  Bedford,  a  small  village  on  the 
Brooklyn  side  of  the  hills.  The  right  and  left  wings  of  the 
British  army  were  nearly  equi-distant  from  the  American 
worksj  and  about  five  or  six  miles  from  them.  The  road 
leading  from  the  Narrows  along  the  coast,  and  by  the  way 
of  Cowan's  Cove,  afforded  the  most  direct  route  to  their 
left ;  and  their  right  might  either  return  by  the  way  of  Flat 
Bush,  and  unite  with  the  centre,  or  take  a  more  circuitous 
course,  and  enter  a  road  leading  from  Jamaica  to  Bedford. 
These  several  roads  unite  between  Bedford  and  Brooklyn, 
a  small  distance  in  front  of  the  American  lines. 

On  the  direct  road  from  Flat  Bush  to  Brooklyn,,  and  very 
near  the  former  place,  the  Americans  had  constructed,  in 
the  hills,  a  strong  redoubt,  in  which  were  mounted  some 
few  pieces  of  artillery,  and  it  was  defended  by  a  body  of 
troops  deemed  sufficient  for  the  purpose..  The  coast  and 
Bedford  Roads  were  guarded  by  detachments  posted  on  the 
hills,  within  view  of  the  British  camp,  which  were  relieved 
daily  ;  and  directions  had  been  given  to  throw  obstructions 
in  the  way,  which  might  embarrass  the  enemy  when,  ad- 
vancing. 
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^^JJ'  vancing.  Tlie  Convention  of  New  York  had  ordered 
1776  General  Wood  hull,  with  the  militia  of  Long  Island,  to  take 
post  on  the  high  grounds,  as  near  the  enemy  as  possible ; 
but  he  was  yet  at  Jamaica,  and  seemed  scarcely  to  suppose 
himself  under  the  control  of  the  regular  officer  commanding 
on  the  island.  Light  parties  of  volunteers  were  directed  td 
patrol  on  the  road  from  Jamaica  to  Bedford.  About  two 
miles  from  which,  and  near  Flat  Bush,  Colonel  Miles,  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  stationed  with  a  regiment  of  riflemen. 

On  the  26th,  Colonel  Lutz,  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia, 
commanded  on  the  coast  road ;  and  Colonel  Williams,  from 
New  England,  on  the  road  from  Flat  Bush  to  Bedford. 
Colonel  Miles,  with  his  regiment  of  riflemen,  still  remained 
on  the  ground  where  he  had  originally  been  placed. 

About  nine  o'clock  at  night,  General  Clinton  silently 
drew  off  the  van  of  the  army,  consisting  of  the  light  infan- 
try, grenadiers,  light  horse,  reserve  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
and  some  other  corps,  with  fourteen  field-pieces,  from  Flat 
Land,  across  the  country,  through  that  part  which  is  called 
the  New  Lotts,  in  order  to  seize  a  pass  on  the  heights, 
about  three  miles  east  of  Bedford,  on  the  Jamaica  road. 
Arriving  intirely  undiscovered,  about  two  hours  before  day- 
break, within  half  a  mile  of  the  pass,  he  halted,  in  order 
to  make  his  dispositions  for  taking  possession  of  it.  Here 
his  patrols  fell  in  with  and  captured,  without  giving  any 
alarm,  one  of  the  American  parties,  which  had  been  sta- 
tioned on  this  road  for  the  purpose  of  giving  notice  of  the 
first  approach  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.     Learning  from 
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his  prisoners  that  the  pass  was  unoccupied,  General  Clinton  ^^JJ 
immediately  seized  it,  and,  on  the  appearance  of  day,  the  1776- 
whole  column  passed  the  heights,  and  advanced  into  the 
level  country  between  them  and  Brooklyn.  They  were  im- 
mediately followed  by  another  column  under  Lord  Percy.* 
General  Grant  advanced  along  the  coast,  at  the  head  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  British,  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  As 
his  first  object  was  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Americans 
from  their  left,  he  moved  slowly,  skirmishing  as  he  advanced, 
with  the  light  parties  stationed  on  that  road.-f- 

The  suspicions  of  General  Putnam  having  been  very 
much  directed  towards  the  route  along  the  coast,  this  move- 
ment of  General  Grant  was  soon  discovered  and  communi- 
cated to  him.  It  having  been  determined  that  the  passes 
through  the  hills  were  to  be  very  seriously  contested,  rein- 
forcements were  immediately  ordered  out  to  the  assistance 
of  the  parties  which  had  been  advanced  in  front;  and,  as  the 
enemy  continued  to  gain  ground,  still  stronger  detachments 
were  employed  in  this  service.  About  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  Brigadier  General  Lord  Sterling  was  directed, 
with  the  two  nearest  regiments,  to  meet  the  enemy  on  the 
road  leading  from  the  Narrows.  Major  General  Sullivan, 
who  commanded  all  the  troops  without  the  lines,  proceeded 
with  a  very  considerable  body  of  New  Englanders  on  the 
road  leading  directly  to  Flat  Bush,  and  another  detachment 
occupied  the  heights  between  that  place  and  Bedford. 
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About  break  of  day,  Lord  Sterling  reached  the  summit 
of  the  hills,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  troops  which  had 
BatticofBrook-  yyeen  a]rea<jy  engaged,  and  were  retiring  slowly  before  the 
enemy,  who,  almost  immediately,  appeared  in  sight. 
Having  posted  his  men  advantageously,  a  warm  cannonade 
was  commenced  on  both  sides,  which  continued  for  several 
hours ;  and  some  sharp,  but  not  very  close  skirmishing, 
took  place  between  the  infantry.  Lord  Sterling,  being  only 
anxious  to  defend  the  pass  he  guarded,  could  not  descend 
in  force  from  the  heights ;  and  General  Grant  did  not  wish 
to  drive  him  from  them,  till  that  part  of  the  plan  which 
had  been  entrusted  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  should  be  exe- 
cuted. 

In  the  centre,  General  de  Ileister,  soon  after  ^day-light, 
began  to  cannonade  the  troops  under  General  Sullivan; 
but  did  not  move/rom  his  ground,  at  Flat- Bush,  until  the 
British  right  had  approached  the  left  and  rear  of  the  Ame- 
rican line.  In  the  mean  time,  in  order  the  more  effectually 
to  draw  their  attention  from  the  point  where  the  grand 
attack  was  intended,  the  fleet  was  put  in  motion,  and  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  commenced,  and  kept  up  on  the 
battery  at  Red- 1 look. 
i 

About  half-past  eight  o'clock,  the  British  ri^ht  having 
then  reached  Bedford,  in  the  rear  of  Sullivan's  left,  General 
de  Heister .ordered  Colonel  Donop's  corps  to  advance  to  the 
attack  of  the  hill,  following  himself  with  the  centre  of  the 
army.  The  approach  of  Clinton  was  now  discovered  by  the 
American  left,    which  immediately  endeavoured  to  regain 

the 


GEXERAL    WASHINGTON".  435 

the  camp  at  Brooklyn.  They  were  retiring  from  the  woods  (^-^* 
by  regiments,  with  their  cannon,  when  they  encountered  the  tr76m 
front  of  the  British,  consisting  of  the  light  infantry,  and 
light  dragoons,  who  were  soon  supported  by  the  guards. 
About  the  same  time,  the  Hessians  advanced  from  Flat 
Bush,  against  that  part  of  the  detachment  which  occupied 
the  direct  road  to  Brooklyn.*  He>e  General  Sullivan  com- 
manded in  person  ;  but  he  found  it  extremely  difficult  to 
keep  his  troops  together,  even  long  enough  to  sustain  the 
first  attack.  The  firing  heard  towards  Bedford  had  dis- 
closed to  them  the  alarming  fact,  that  the  British  had 
turned  their  left  tfank,  and  were  getting  completely  into 
their  rear.  Perceiving  at  once  the  full  danger  of  their 
situation,  they  sought  to  escape  it  by  regaining  the  camp 
with  the  utmost  possible  celerity.  The  sudden  route  of  this 
J>arty  enabled  de  Heister  to  detach  A  part  of  his  force 
against  those  who  were  engaged  near  Bedford.  In  that 
quarter,  too,  the  Americans  were  broken,  and  driven  back 
into  the  woods,  and  the  front  of  the  column,  led  by  General 
Clinton,  continuing  to  move  forward,  intercepted  and  en- 
gaged those  who  were  retreating  along  the  direct  road 
from  Flat  Bush.  Thus  attacked  both  in  front  and  rear, 
and  alternately  driven  by  the  British  on  the  Hessians,  and 
by  the  Hessians  back  again  on  the  British,  a  succession  of 
skirmishes  took  place  in  the  woods ;  in  the  course  of  which, 
some  parts  of  corps  forced  their  way  through  the  enemy, 
and  regained  the  lines  of  Brooklyn,  and  several  individuals 
saved  themselves  under  cover  of  the  woods;  but  a  great 
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<2^^-  proportion  of  the  detachment  was  killed  or  taken.  The 
1776,  fugitives  were  pursued  up  to  the  American  works;  and  such 
is  represented  to  have  been  the  ardour  of  the  British  sol- 
diery, that  it  required  the  authority  of  their  cautious 
commander  to  prevent  an  immediate  attempt  to  carry  them 
by  storm. 

The  fire  towards  Brooklyn  gave  the  first  intimation,  to 
the  American  right,  that  the  enemy  had  gained  their  rear. 
Lord  Sterling   perceived  the   danger  with  which   he   was 
threatened,  and  that  he  could  only  escape  it  by  instantly 
retreating   across   the  creek  in  his  rear,  near  the  Yellow 
Mills,  not  far  from  the  cove.     Orders  to* this  effect  were  im- 
mediately given,  and,  the  more  effectually  to  secure  the 
retreat  of  the  main  body  of  the  detachment,  he  determined 
to  attack,   in  person,  a  corps  of  the  British   under  Lord 
Cornwallis,  stationed  at  a  house  somewhat  above  the  place 
at  which  he  proposed  crossing  the  creek.     About  four  hun- 
dred men,  of  Small  wood's  regiment,  were  drawn  out  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  attack  was  made  with  great  spirit,     Thia 
small  corps  was  brought  up  several  times  to  the  charge,  and 
Lord  Sterling  stated  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  dislodging 
Lord  Cornwallis  from  his  post,  but  the  force  in  his  front . 
increasing,  and  General  Grant  also  advancing  on  his  rear, 
the  brave  men  he  commanded   were  no  longer  able  to  op- 
pose the  superior  numbers  which  assailed  them  on  every 
quarter,  and  those  who  survived,  were,  with  their  general, 
made  prisoners  of  war*   This  bold  and  well-judged  attempt, 
however,  was  not  without  its  advantages.     It  gave  an  op- 
portunity 
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portunity  to  a  large  part  of  the  detachment  to  save  them-    ^f^1 
selves  by  crossing  the  creek. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  American  army,  on  this  occa- 
sion, was  very  considerable,  but  could  not  be  accurately 
ascertained  by  either  party.  Numbers  were  supposed  to 
have  been  drowned  in  the  creek,  or  suffocated  in  the  marsh,, 
whose  bodies  were  never  found ;  and  exact  accounts  from 
the  militia  are  seldom  to  be  expected,  as  the  list  of  the 
missing  is  always  swelled  by  those  who  return  to  their 
homes.  General  Washington  did  not  admit  it  to  exceed  a 
thousand  men  ;  but,  in  this  estimate,  he  could  only  have 
included  the  regular  troops.  In  the  letter  written  by  Ge- 
neral Howe,  he  states  the  prisoners  to  have  amounted  to 
one  thousand  and  ninety-seven,  among  whom  were  Major- 
General  Sullivan,  and  Brigadiers  Lord  Sterling  and  Wood- 
hull,  by  him  named  Udell.  He  computes  the  loss  of  the 
Americans  at  three  thousand  three  hundred  men ;  but  this 
computation  is,  probably,  excessive.  He  supposes,  too,, 
that  the  troops  engaged  on  the  heights  amounted  to  one 
thousand  ;  but  it  is  impossible  they  could  have  much  ex- 
ceeded half  that  number.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  stated, 
by  General  Howe,  at  twenty-one  officers  and  three  hundred 
and  fdrty-six  privates,  killed,  wounded,,  and  taken. 

A«  the  action  became  warm,  General  Washington  passed 
over  to  the  camp  at  Brooklyn,  where  he  saw,  with  inexpres- 
sible anguish,  the  destruction  in  which  his  best  troops  were 
involved,  and  from  which  it  was  impossible  to  extricate 
them.     Should  he  attempt  any  thing  in  their  favour,  with 

the 
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the  men  remaining  within  the  lines  of  Prooklyn,  it  was  pro- 
bable, from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  that  the  camp 
itself  would  be  lost,  ami  that  whole  division  of  his  army 
destroved.  Should  he  bring  over  the  remaining  battalions, 
from  New  York,  he  would  still  have  been  unequal  to  the 
enemy  ;  and  his  whole  army,  with,  perhaps,  the  fate  of  his 
country,  might  be  staked  on  the  issue  of  a  single  battle,  so 
inauspiciously  commenced.  He  was,  therefore,  compelled 
to  behold  the  carnage  of  his  troops,  without  being  able  to 
assist  them,  and  to  direct  all  his  efforts  to  the  preservation 
of  those  which  remained. 

The  enemy,  believing  the  Americans  to  be  much  stronger 
than  they  were  in  reality,  and  seeming  unwilling  to  commit 
any  thing  to  hazard,  fortunately,  made  no  immediate  at- 
tempt to  force  the  lines.  They  encamped  in  front  of  them, 
and  on  the  twenty-eighth,  at  night,  broke  ground  in  form, 
within  six  hundred  yards  of  a  redoubt  on  the  left. 

The  situation  of  the  army,  on  Long  Island,  had  now  be- 
come extremely  critical.  In  front,  was  a  victorious  enemy, 
from  whom  much  was^  to  be  apprehended,  in  case  of  as- 
sault, but  whose  numbers,  and  formidable  train  of  artillery, 
rendered  the  destruction  of  their  works,  by  regular  ap- 
proaches, inevitable.  The  movements  of  the  fleet,  too, 
indicated  an  intention  to  make  some  attempt  on  New  York, 
and,  so  soon  as  the  wind  should  be  favourable,  to  force  a 
passage  into  the  East  River :  should  they  succeed  in  this 
attempt,  and  attack  him  by  water,  while  the  army  might 
assault  him  by  land,  they  would  render  his  retreat  ex- 
tremely 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  439 

tremely   difficult,   if   not  absolutely    impracticable.     The  CN^^^ 

troops,  too,  being  obliged  to  lie  in  the  lines,  without  shelter  1776- 
from  the  heavy  rains  which  fell,  were  excessively  fatigued 

and  dispirited.     Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  deter-  Evacuation  of 

Long  Island. 

mined  to  withdraw  from  Long  Island ;  and  this  difficult 
movement  was  effected,  on  the  night  of  the  28th,  with  such 
silence*  and  dispatch,  that  all  the  troops  and  military  stores, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  provisions,  and  all  the  artillery, 
except  such  heavy  pieces  as,  in  the  deep  roads  made  by  the 
excessive  heavy  rains  which  had  fallen,  could  not  possibly 
be  drawn,  were  carried  over  in  safety.  Early  the  next 
morning,  the  enemy  perceived  the  rear-guard  crossing  the 
East  River,  out  of  reach  of  their  fire.  From  the  commence- 
Hieut  of  the  action,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
till  the  troops  had  crossed  the  East  River  on  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-ninth,  and  were  freed  from  the  immediate  perils 
to  which  their  situation  had  exposed  them,  the  exertions 
and  fatigues  of  the  Commander  in  chief,  who  personally 
inspected  almost  every  thing,  were  incessant.  Throughout 
that  time,  he  never  closed^  his  eyes,  and  was  almost  con- 
stantly on  horseback. 

The  attempt  to  defend  Long  Island  was  so  disastrous  in 
its  issue,  and  believed  to  have  been  so  perilous  in  itself,  that 
persons  were  not  wanting  who  condemned  it;  and  it  is  yet 
represented  as  a  great  error  in  the  Commander  in'  chief. 
But,  in  deciding  on  the  wisdom  of  measures,  the  event  will 
not  always  lead  to  a  correct  judgement.  Before  a  just  opi- 
nion can  be  formed,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  previous 
state  of  things;  to  weigh  the  motives  which  led  to  the  deci- 
sion : 
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sion ;  and  to  compare  the  value  of  the  object,  and  the 
probability  of  securing  it,  with  the  hazards  attending  the 
attempt. 

The  importance  of  the  town  of  New  York,  and  of  Long 
Island,  to  either  party,  has  been  already  stated,  and  was, 
throughout  the  war,  very  clearly  demonstrated.  It  was 
extremely  desirable  to  maintain  the  possession  of  them,  if 
practicable ;  or,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to  consume  the 
campaign  in  the  struggle  for  them.  The  abandonment  of 
Long  Island,  besides  giving  the  enemy  secure  and  immedi- 
ate possession  of  an  extensive  and  fertile  country,  would 
certainly  very  much  facilitate  the  success  of  their  attempt 
upon  New  York.  It  was,  therefore,  to  be  avoided,  if 
possible. 

The  impossibility  of  avoiding  it  was  not  evident,  till  the 
battle  had  been  fought.  It  was  true  that  the  American 
force  on  the  island  could  not  be  rendered  equal,  even  in 
point  of  numbers,  to  the  enemy ;  but,  with  the  advantage 
of  the  defensible  country  through  which  it  was  necessary 
to  pass,  and  of  a  fortified  camp  which  could  only  be  at- 
tacked on  one  side,  considerable  hopes  might  be  enter- 
tained, without  being  over  sanguine,  of  at  least  maintain- 
ing the  position  for  a  considerable  time  ;  and  of  selling  it, 
ultimately,  at  a  high  price.  That  such  an  opinion  was  not 
ill  founded,  seems  to  be  evidenced  by  the  cautious  move- 
ment of  General  Howe,  who,  even  after  the  victory  of  the 
twenty-seventh,  was  not  disposed  to  attack  it  without  the 
co-operation  of  the  fleet,  but  chose  rather  to  carry  it  by 

regular 
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regular  approaches.  Nor  would  the  situation  of  the  troops  (^^J 
on  Long  Island  have  been  desperate,  even  in  the  event  of  1776 
a  conjoint  attack  both  by  sea  and  land,  before  their  strength 
and  spirits  were  broken  by  the  action  of  the  twenty-seventh. 
The  East  River  was  guarded  by  very  strong  batteries,  on 
both  sides ;  and  the  entrance  into  it,  from  the  bay,  was 
defended  by  Governor's  Island,  which  was  fortified,  and  in 
which  two  regiments  were  placed.  The  ships  could  not  lie 
in  that  river,  without  first  silencing  those  batteries,  which 
would  have  been  found  extremely  difficult ;  and,  therefore, 
their  aid  could  only  be  given,  when  a  storm  of  the  works 
should  be  intended  :  and  when  that  should  appear  practica- 
ble, the  troops  might  be  withdrawn  from  the  island. 

There  was  then,  certainly,  in  the  plan  of  maintaining 
Long  Island,  considerable  hazard ;  but  not  so  much  as  to 
demonstrate  the  propriety  of  relinquishing  a  post  of  so  much 
importance,  without  a  struggle  to  preserve  it. 

With  much'  more  appearance  of  reason,  the  general  has 
been  condemned  for  not  having  guarded  the  road  which 
leads  over  the  hills  from  Jamaica  to  Bedford.  An  attention 
to  this  object  was  more  particularly  the  duty  of  the  officer 
commanding  at  the  post,  whose  general  written  instructions, 
given  two  days  previously  to  the  action,  had  directed  that 
the  woods  should  be  well  guarded,  and  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  through  them  rendered  as  difficult  as  possible. 
But  his  numbers  were  not  sufficient  to  maintain,  in  full 
force,  detachments  which  should  guard  all  the  defiles 
through  the  mountains;  and  if  a  strong  corps,  capable  of, 

vol.  il.  3  l  and 
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CVJ^J^  and  intended  for,  serious  resistance,  had  been  posted  oil 
177<J-  this  road,  and  a  feint  had  been  made  on  them,  while  a  se- 
rious and  successful  effort  had  been  made  to  pass  the  hills, 
by  the  direct  road  from  Flat  Bush,  or  by  that  along  tne 
coast,  the  defence  of  which  must  have  been  proportionably 
weakened,  the  columns,  marching  directly  from  Flat  Bush, 
must,  on  every  reasonable  calculation,  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  the  plain  in  the  rear  of  the  detachment  posted  on 
the  road  from  Jamaica,  so  as  to  have  intercepted  their 
retreat  to  the  camp,  before  they  could  have  made  it  good. 
So  groat  is  the  advantage  of  those  who  attack,  in  being 
able  to  choose  the  point  against  which  to  direct  their  main 
efforts ;  while  those  who  are  to  defend,  if  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  guard  all  posts  alike,  must  leave  some  not  com- 
pletely secured,  that  the  best  skilled  in  the  art  of  war  find 
much  difficulty  in  maintaining  an  extensive  line,  accessible 
in  many  points. 

The  most  advisable  plan  then  appears  to  have  been,  so  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  as,  if  possible,  to  be 
master  of  his  designs,  to  oppose  with  a  competent  force 
every  attempt  to  seize  the  heights,  and  to  guard  all  the 
passes  in  such  a  manner  as  to  receive  notice  of  the  ap- 
proach, through  any  one  of  them,  in  sufficient  time  to 
recal  the  troops  maintaining  the  others. 

This  plan  was  adopted  ;  and  the  heavy  disasters  of  the 
day  are,  principally,  attributable  to  the  failure  of  those 
charged  with  the  execution  of  that  very  important  part  of 
it,    respecting  the  intelligence  from   the  Jamaica  Road. 

The 
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The  letter  of  General  Howe  states  that  an  American  patrol-  chap  vir. 
ing  party  was  taken  on  this  road  ;  and  General  Washington,  1776- 
in  a  private  and  confidential  communication  to  a  friend,  says, 
"  This  misfortune  happened,  in  a  great  measure,  by  two  detach- 
ments of  our  people,  who  were  posted  in  two  roads  leading 
through  a  wood,  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  their  march, 
suffering  a  surprize,  and  making  a  precipitate  retreat." 

The  events  of  this  day,  too,  exhibited  a  practical  de- 
monstration of  a  radical  defect  in  the  construction  of  the 
army.  There  was  not  in  it  a  single  corps  of  cavalry.  That 
false  economy  which  miscalculates  so  much  as  to  deny  the 
means  essential  to  the  end,  had  not  yet  sufficiently  relaxed, 
to  admit  of  so  expensive  an  establishment.  Had  the 
general  been  furnished  with  a  few  troops  of  light  horse,  to 
serve  merely  as  videts,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
and  bring  intelligence  expeditiously,  it  is  probable  that  the 
movement,  so  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  day,  could  not 
have  been  made  unnoticed-  The  troops  on  the  lines  do  not 
appear  to  have  observed  the  column  which  was  withdrawn, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-sixth,  from  Flat  Bush  to  Flat 
Land.  Had  this  important  manoeuvre  been  communicated, 
it  would  most  probably  have  turned  the  attention  of  Gene- 
ral Putnam  more  particularly  to  the  Jamaica  Road.  It  is 
to  the  want  of  videts,  that  a  failure  to  obtain  this  important 
intelligence  is  to  be  ascribed.  The  necessity,  too,  of  chan- 
ging the  officer  originally  entrusted  with  the  command,  was 
an  unfortunate  circumstance,  which  very  probably  contri- 
buted to  the  event  which  happened. 

3  l  2  Whatever 
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C^^\^  Whatever  causes  might  have  led  to  this  defeat,  it  gave  a 
very  gloomy  aspect  to  the  affairs  of  America^  Heretofore, 
their  arms  had  been  frequently  successful,  and  their  soldiers 
had  alway  manifested  a  great  degree  of  intrepidity.  A 
confidence  in  themselves,  a  persuasion  of  their  superiority 
over  the  enemy,  arising  from  the  goodness  of  their  cause, 
and  their  early  and  habitual  use  of  fire-arms,  had  been 
carefully  inculcated,  and  had  been  nourished  by  all  their 
experience  preceding  this  event.  When  they  found  them- 
selves, by  a  course  of  evolutions  in  which  they  imagined 
they  perceived  a  great  superiority  of  military  skill,  encircled 
with  unexpected  dangers,  from  which  no  exertions  could 
extricate  them,  their  confidence  in  themselves,  and  in  their 
leaders,  was  greatly,  diminished ;  and  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  inspifed  the  apprehension,  that  some  stratagem  wa* 
concealed,  from  which  immediate  flight  could  alone  pre- 
serve thenu 

To  this  course  of  thought,  which  raw  troops,  when  de- 
feated, so  readily  take  up,  the  American  army  was,  from 
the  materials  which  composed  it,  particularly  exposed.  The 
regulars  themselves,  if  they  might  be  so  termed,  were  en- 
listed, many  of  them,  but  for  one  year ;  and  a  very  consi- 
derable part  of  the  existing  force  had  been  called  into  ser- 
vice but  for  a  few  weeks.  They  knew  that,  by  parrying 
the  danger  of  the  moment,  they  would  return  in  safety  to 
their  families,  and  throw,  at  least  for  a  time,  the  hazard* 
of  war  on  others.  Only  a  degree  of  personal  courage,  su- 
perior to  what  is  possessed  by  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  or 
a  degree  of  enthusiasm  seldom  of  long  and  universal  dura- 
tion, 
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tion,  will  induce  troops,  under  such  circumstances,  to  sup-   CHAP  vir- 
port,  with  such  patient  suffering,  the  hardships  of  an  active       177e 
campaign ;  and  to  exhibit  such  uniform,  steady,  and  per- 
severing fortitude,  in  posts  of  danger,  that  the  confidence 
of  their  general  and  their  country  may  be  safely  reposed  irj 
them. 

The  state  of  the  army,  after  this  event,  was,  in  a  letter  September. 
from  General  Washington  to  Congress,  thus  feelingly  de- 
scribed :  "  Our  situation  is  truly  distressing.  The  check 
our  detachment  sustained,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  has  dispi- 
rited too  great  a  proportion  of  our  troops,  and  filled  their 
minds  with  apprehension  and  despair.  The  militia,  instead 
of  calling  forth  their  utmost  efforts  to  a  brave  and  manly 
opposition,  in  order  to  repair  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  in- 
tractable, and  impatient  to  return*  Great  numbers  of  them 
have  gone  off;  in  some  instances,  almost  by  whole  regi- 
ments ;  in  many,  by  half  ones,  and  by  companies,  at  a 
time.  This  circumstance,  of  itself,  independent  of  others, 
when  fronted  by  a  well-appointed  enemy,  superior  in  num- 
ber to  our  whole  collected  force,  would  be  sufficiently  dis- 
agreeable; but,  when  it  is  added,  that  their  example  ha& 
infected  another  part  of  the  army,  that  their  want  of  dis- 
cipline, and  refusal  of  almost  every  kind  of  restraint  and 
government,  have  rendered  a  like  conduct  but  too  common, 
in  the  whole,  and  have  produced  an  intire  disregard  of  that 
order  and  subordination  necessary  for  the  well-doing  of  an 
army,  and  which  had  been  before  inculcated  as  well  as  the 
mature  of  our  military  establishment  would  admit,  our  con- 
dition is  still  more  alarming,  and,  with  the  deepest  coacenv 

I  am 
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^f^    I  am  obliged  to  confess   my  want   of  confidence    in    the 
1776m       generality  of  the  troops. 

"  All  these  circumstances  fully  confirm  the  opinion  I  ever 
entertained,  and  which  I,  more  than  once,  in  my  letters, 
took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  Congress,  that  no  depen- 
dence could  be  put  in  a  militia,  or  other  troops,  than  those 
enlisted  and  embodied  for  a  longer  period  than  our  regula- 
tions have  hitherto  prescribed,  I  am  persuaded,  and  am  as 
fully  convinced  as  of  any  one  fact  that  has  happened,  that 
our  liberties  must,  of  necessity,  be  greatly  hazarded,  if  not 
intirely  lost,  if  their  defence  be  left  to  any  but  a  perma- 
nent army, 

"  Nor  would  the  expense,  incident  to  the  support  of 
such  a  body  of  troops  as  would  be  competent  to  every 
exigency,  far  exceed  that  which  is  incurred  by  calling  in 
daily  succours;  and  new  enlistments,  which,  when  ef- 
fected, are  not  attended  with  any  good  consequences. 
Men,  who  have  been  free,  and  subject  to  no  control,  can- 
not be  reduced  to  order  in  an  instant ;  and  the  privileges 
and  exemptions  they  claim,  and  will  have,  influence  the 
conduct  of  others  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  aid  derived 
from  them  is  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the  disorder,  irre- 
gularity, and  confusion,  they  occasion." 

The  frequent  remonstrances  of  the  Commander  in  chief, 
the  opinions  of  all  military  men,  the  severe  correcting  hand 
of  experience,  had,  at  length,  produced  their  effect  on 
Congress ;  and,  soon  after  the  defeat  on  Long  Island,  it  had 

been 
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been  referred  to  the  committee,  composing  the  Board  of  ^^pj^J 
War,  to  prepare  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  next  succeed-  m6 
ing  campaign.  Their  report,  vhich  was  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, proposed  a  permanent  army,  to  be  enlisted  for  the 
war,  and  to  be  composed  of  eighty-eight  battalions,  to  be 
raised  by  the  several  states  in  proportion  to  their  ability.* 
As  an  inducement  to  enlist,  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  was 
allowed,  and   small  portions  of  vacant  lands  promised  to 

every  officer  and  soldier.*^ 

Had 

#  New  Hampshire . .  .  S 

Massachussets     15 

Rhode  Island 2 

Connecticut 8- 

New  York 4. 

New  Jersey 4 

Pennsylvania 12 

Delaware 1 

Maryland 8 

Virginia 15 

North  Carolina 9 

South  Carolina 6 

Georgia l 

88 
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Lieutenant-colonel    .  .  450 

Major 400 

Captain 300 

Lieutenant 200 

Ensign 150 

and  an  officer  or  private  100 

The 
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Had  this  system  been  adopted  in  1775,  the  war  would 
probably  have  been  of  much  shorter  duration ;  but  much  is 
to  be  allowed  for  the  want  of  military  experience  in  Con- 
gress; for  prejudices  which  prevailed  throughout  America ; 
and  very  much  for  the  organization  of  the  government, 
which,  while  the  essentials  of  power  were  parcelled  out 
among  the  several  local  legislatures,  placed,  in  that  of  the 
union,  little  more  than  the  right  to  recommend,  a  right  to 
be  exercised  with  great  caution  —  because  measures,  mani- 
festing an  expectation  that  the  war  might  be  of  long  conti- 
nuance, or  which  might  excite  a  suspicion  of  aiming  at 
independence,  or  of  an  indisposition  to  a  re-establishment 
of  the  antient  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica might,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  contest,  have  pro- 
duced very  serious  consequences  in  some  parts  of  the 
union. 


Fnritlet* 
gotiationft. 


The  first  use  made  by  Lord  Howe  of  the  victory  of  the 
27th  of  August,  was  to  avail  himself  of  the  impression  it 
had  probably  made  on  Congress,  by  opening  a  negotiation, 
in  conformity  with  his  powers  as  a  commissioner.  For  this 
purpose,  General  Sullivan  was  sent  on  parole  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  a  verbal  message,  the  import  of  which,  when 
reduced  to  writing,  was,  that  though  he  could  not,  at  pre- 
sent, treat  with  Congress  as  a  political  body,  yet  he  was 
very  desirous  of  having  a  conference  with  some  of  their 


The  resolution  was  afterwards  changed,  so  as  to  give  the  option  to  enlist  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war.  Those  enlisting  for  three  years  not  to  be  enti- 
tled to  land. 

members, 
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members,  whom  he  would  consider,  for  the  present,  only   chap.vii. 
as  private  gentlemen,  and  meet  them  as  such  at  any  place       l776' 
they  would  appoint 

That  he,  in  conjunction  with  General  Howe,  had  full 
powers  to  compromise  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  on  terms  advantageous  to  both ;  the  obtain- 
ing of  which,  delayed  him  near  two  months  in  England, 
and  prevented  his  arrival  at  New  York  before  the  declara- 
tion of  independence  took  place. 

That  he  wished  a  compact  might  be  settled  at  this  time, 
when  no  decisive  blow  was  struck,  and  neither  party 
could  allege  being  compelled  to  enter  into  such  agree- 
ment* 

That  in  case  Congress  were  disposed  to  treat,  many 
things,  which  they  had  not  as  yet  asked,  might  and  ought 
to  be  granted  them  ;  and  that  if,  upon  the  conference, 
they  found  any  probable  ground  of  an  accommodation,  the 
authority  of  Congress  must  be  afterwards  acknowledged, 
otherwise  the  compact  would  not  be  complete. 

This  proposition  of  Lord  Howe  was  not  without  its  em- 
barrassments. To  reject  it  altogether  would  be  to  give 
some  countenance  to  the  opinion  that,  if  independence  were 
waved,  a  restoration  of  the  antient  connexion  between  the 
two  countries,  on  principles  formerly  deemed  constitu- 
tional, was  still  practicable ;  an  opinion  believed  by  Con- 
gress not  to  be  well-founded,  but  which  would  have  an  un- 

vol.  ii.  3  m  favourable 
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their  lives  and  liberties,  will  cheerfully  agree  to  peace,  on  CHAP- VIL 
reasonable  terms,  whenever  such  shall  be  proposed  to  them       trr*- 
in  manner  aforesaid/' 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  these  resolutions,  Congress 
preserve  the  appearance  of  insisting  on  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  without  declaring  it  to  be  the  indis- 
pensable condition  of  peace, 

Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  John  Adams,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Rutlege,  all  zealous  advocates  for  independence,  were 
appointed,  in  conformity  with  the  first  resolution,  to  receive 
the  communications  of  Lord  Howe. 

They  waited  on  his  lordship,  and,  on  their  return,  report- 
ed, that  "  he  had  received  them,  on  the  11th  of  September, 
on  Staten  Island,  opposite  to  Amboy,  with  great  polite- 
ness/' 

He  opened  the  conversation  by  acquainting  them,  that 
though  he  could  not  treat  with  them  as  a  committee  of 
Congress,  yet,  as  his  powers  enabled  him  to  confer  and 
consult  with  any  private  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  co- 
lonies, on  the  means  of  restoring  peace  between  the  two 
countries,  he  was  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  conferring  with 
them  on  that  subject,  if  they  thought  themselves  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  a  conference  with  him  in  that  character.  The 
committee  observed  to  his  lordship,  that,  as  their  business 
was  to  hear,  he  might  consider  them  in  what  light  he 
pleased,   and   communicate   to   them  any  propositions  he 

3  M  2  might 
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chap,  vn  might  be  authorized  to  make,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  ; 
1776-  but,  that  they  could  consider  themselves  in  no  other 
character  than  that  in  which  they  were  placed,  by  order 
of  Congress.  His  lordship  then  entered  into  a  discourse 
of  considerable  length,  which  contained  no  explicit  pro- 
position of  peace,  except  one,  namely,  u  That  the  colo- 
nies should  return  to  their  allegiance  ancl  obedience  to 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.  The  rest  consisted 
principally  of  assurances,  that  there  was  an  exceeding 
good  disposition  in  the  King  and  his  ministers  to  make  that 
government  easy  to  them,  with  intimations,  that,  in  case 
of  submission,  they  would  cause  the  offensive  acts  of  par- 
liament to  be  revised,  and  the  instructions  to  governors 
to  be  reconsidered ;  that  so,  if  any  just  causes  of  com- 
plaint were  found  in  the  acts,  or  any  errrors  in  govern- 
ment were  perceived  to  have  crept  into  the  instructions, 
they  might  be  amended  or  withdrawn/' 

The  committee  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  to  his  lordship, 
that  a  return  to  the  domination  of  Great  Britain  was  not 
now  to  be  expected.  They  mentioned  the  repeated  humble 
petitions,  of  the  colonies,  to  the  King  and  Parliament, 
which  had  been  treated  with  contempt,  and  answered  only 
by  additional  injuries ;  the  unexampled  patience  which  had 
been  shewn  under  their  tyrannical  government ;  and  that  it 
was  not  till  the  late  act  of  parliament,  which  denounced 
war  against  them,  and  put  them  out  of  the  King's  protec- 
tion, that  they  declared  their  independence ;  that  this  de- 
claration had  been  called  for  by  the  people  of  the  colonies 
in  general ;  and  that  every  colony  had  approved  of  it,  when 

made ; 
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made ;  and  all  now  considered  themselves  as  independent  chap-  vn. 
states,  and  were  settling,  or  had  settled,  their  governments  1776- 
accordingly :  so  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
agree,  for  them,  that  they  should  return  to  their  former  de- 
pendent state :  that  there  were  no  doubt  of  their  inclina- 
tion to  peace,  and  their  willingness  to  enter  into  a  treaty, 
with  Britain,  that  might  be  advantageous  to  both  countries ; 
that  though  his  lordship  had,  at  present,  no  power  to  treat 
with  them  as  independent  states,  he  might,  if  there  were 
the  same  good  disposition  in  Britain,  much  sooner  obtain 
fresh  powers  from  thence,  for  that  purpose,  than  powers 
could  be  obtained,  by  Congress,  from  the  several  colonies, 
to  consent  to  a  submission. 

His  lordship  then  saying,  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
no  accommodation  was  likely  to  take  place,  put  an  end  to 
the  conference. 

These  fruitless  negotiations  produced  no  suspension  of 
hostilities.  * 

The  day  after  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn  from  Long 
Island,  Governor's  Island  was  also  evacuated.  This  place 
derived  its  principal  importance  from  being  auxiliary  to  the 
defence  of  the  position  at  Brooklyn,  and  to  the  communi- 
cation between  that  camp  and  New  York.  It  was  also  of 
very  considerable  consequence,  in  the  event  of  a  direct 
attack  on  the  town,  as  it,  in  a  great  measure,  commands 
the  harbour.  But  the  position  was  too  hazardous,  to  at- 
tempt its  preservation,  after  the  evacuation  of  Long  Island ; 

and 
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chap.  vii.  and  it  was  the  less  to  be  desired,  as  the  general  began  to 
1776.  entertain  very  serious  fears  of  being  unable  longer  to  defend 
New  York  itself.  His  whole  force,  consisting  chiefly  of 
militia,  did  not  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  men,  one- 
fourth  of  whom  were  sick,  and  unfit  for  duty.  This  army, 
which  was,  on  ordinary  calculations,  unequal  to  the  defence 
of  a  single  point,  if  attacked  by  the  disciplined  columns 
•  which  followed  the  British  standard,  was  rendered  still  less 
capable  of  maintaining  the  place,  from  the  great  extent  of 
ground  it  was  necessary  to  guard,  and  the  numerous  posts 
into  which  it  was  unavoidably  distributed.  With  infinite 
chagrin,  the  general  communicated  his  fears  on  this  subject 
to  Congress,  fears  founded  on  a  belief  that  the  troops  would 
not  do  their  duty ;  and  requested  their  instructions  relative 
to  the  fate  of  the  city,  in  the  event  of  his  being  compelled 
to  evacuate  it.  In  their  resolution  on  this  subject,  they 
very  wisely  determined  that  no  mischief  should  be  done  to 
the  town,  as  they  had  no  doubt  of  recovering  it,  though 
they  might,  for  a  time,  lose  the  possession  of  it. 

The  British  army,  now  in  perfect  possession  of  Long 
Island,  was  posted  at  Bedford,  Bushwic,  New  Town,  Flush- 
ing, and  IlclJgate  ;  and  thus  fronted  and  threatened  York 
Island,  from  its  extreme  southern  point  to  the  part  opposite 
the  northern  boundary  of  Long  Island,  a  small  distance 
below  the  Heights  of  Haerlem,  comprehending  a  space  of 
iiboujL  nine  miles. 

The  two  armies  were  divided  only  by  the  East  Rivei 
which  is  about  thirteen  hundred  yards  across,  and  on  bof 

sid 
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sides  of  which  batteries  were  erected,  which  kept  up  an  in-   ^f^* 
cessant  cannonade  on  each  other.  *  177G< 

Immediately  after  the  victory  at  Brooklyn,  dispositions 
were  made  to  attack  New  York..    A  part  of  the  fleet  sailed 
round  Long  Island,  and  appeared  in  the  Sound,  a  large  bay 
which  separates  that  island  from  Connecticut,  and  which  is 
connected  with  the  East  River  by  a  narrow  channel  called 
Hellgatc    Two  frigates  passed  between  Governor's  Island 
and  Red-hook,  up  the  East  River,  without  receiving  any 
injury  from   the   batteries,   and  were   sheltered,  behind  a 
small  island,  from  the  American  artillery  ;  while  the  admi- 
ml,  with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  lay  at  anchor  close  in*- 
with  Governor's  Island,  ready  to  pass  up  either  the  North* 
er  East  River,  or  both,  and  act  against  any  part  of  York 
Island.. 

These  movements,  especially  the  appearance  of  part  of 
the  fleet,  with  some  transports,  in  the  Sound,  and  the  en- 
campment towards  the  north  of  Long  Island,  indicated  a 
disposition  not  to  make  an  attack  directly  on  New  York,  as 
had  been  expected,  but  to  land  somewhere  about  Kings- 
'  bridge,  take  a  position  which  cut  off  the  communication  of 
tile  American  army  with  the  country,  and  thereby  force 
them  to  a  battle,  which,  if  unfortunate  in  its  issue,  as  there 
was  much  reason  to  believe  it  must  be,  would  infallibly  de- 
stroy them.. 

Aware  of  this  danger,  General  Washington  set  about  re- 
moving, above  Kingsbridge,  such  stores  as  were  not  imme- 
diately 
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^^^    diately  necessary,  and  determined  to  call  a  council  of  gene- 
1776.       ra|  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  the  place 
should  be  evacuated  without  delay,  or  longer  defended. 

In  his  letter,  communicating  to  Congress  the  result  of 
this  council,  which  was  against  an  immediate  evacuation, 
he  appears  strongly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  abandon- 
ing the  city,  though  he  yields  to  that  necessity  with  infinite 
reluctance.  Speaking  of  the  enemy,  he  observed,  "  it  is 
now  extremely  obvious,  from  their  movements,  from  our  in- 
telligence, and  from  every  other  circumstance,  that,  having 
their  whole  army  upon  Long  Island,  except  about  four 
thousand  men,  who  remain  on  Staten  Island,  they  mean  to 
enclose  us  in  this  island,  by  taking  post  in  our  rear,  while 
their  ships  effectually  secure  the.front;  and  thus,  by  cutting 
off  our  communication  with  the  country,  oblige  us  to  fight 
them  on  their  own  terms,  or  surrender  at  discretion  ;  or,  if 
that  shall  be  deemed  more  advisable,  by  a  brilliant  stroke 
endeavour  to  cut  this  army  to  pieces,  and  secure  the  posses- 
sion of  arms  and  stores  which  they  well  know  our  inability 
to  replace. 

"  Having  their  system  unfolded  to  us,  it  becomes  an  im- 
portant consideration,  how  it  could  be  most  successfully 
opposed.  On  every  side,  there  is  a  choice  of  difficulties, 
and  experience  teaches  us,  that  every  measure  on  our  part, 
however  painful  the  reflexion,  must  be  taken  with  some  ap- 
prehension that  all  the  troops  will  not  do  their  duty/' 

"  In  deliberating  upon  this  great  question/'  he  added, 

«  it 
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"  it  was  impossible  to  forget  that  history,  our  own  experi-  cv^^ 
ence,  the  advice  of  our  ablest  friends  in  Europe,  the  fears  1776- 
of  the  enemy,  and  even  the  declarations  of  Congress,  de- 
monstrate that,  on  our  side,  the  war  should  be  defensive  — 
it  has  ever  been  called  a  war  of  posts ;  that  we  should, 
on  all  occasions,  avoid  a  general  action,  nor  put  any  thing 
to  the  risk,  unless  compelled  by  necessity,  into  which  we 
ought  never  to  be  drawn/' 

After  communicating  the  decision  which  had  been  made 
by  the  council  of  officers,  the  general  states,  with  such 
force,  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  in  favour  of  immedi-  , 
ately  evacuating  the  town,  as  to  confirm  the  belief  that  it 
remained  his  own.  "  There  were  some  generals/'  he  ob- 
served, "  in  whose  judgement  great  confidence  is  to  be  re- 
posed, that  were  for  an  immediate  removal  from  the  city. 
They  urged  the  great  danger,  that  one  part  of  the  army  may 
be  cut  off  before  it  can  be  supported  by  the  other,  the  ex- 
tremities being  sixteen  miles  apart;  that  we  are,  when  col- 
lected, inferior  to  the  enemy ;  that  they  can  move  with 
their  whole  force  to  any  point  of  attack,  and,  consequently, 
if  opposed  by  only  a  part  of  ours,  must  succeed  by  weight 
of  numbers ;  that,  by  moving  from  hence,  we  deprive  the 
enemy  of  the  advantage  of  their  ships,  which  would  con- 
stitute one-half  their  force  in  an  attack  on  the  town ;  that 
we  may  keep  them  at  bay,  put  nothing  to  the  hazard,  and, 
in  any  event,  keep  an  army  together  wtych  may  be  recruited 
for  another  year  ;  that  the  unspent  stores  will  also  be  pre- 
served, and  the  heavy  artillery  secured." 

vol,  ii-  3i  The 
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chap.  vh.  t^  majority,  who  over-ruled  this  opinion,  did  &6t  ex- 
*to-  pect  to  be  able  to  defend  the  city  intlrely  ;  but  to  protr&ct 
the  time  of  losing  it,  and  thereby  waste  so  much  of  thd 
campaign,  before  the  enemy  should  obtain  possession  of  it, 
as  would  prevent  their  undertaking  any  thing  further  thli 
year.  They,  therefore,  advised  a  middle  course,  betWeeil 
abandoning  the  town  absolutely,  and  concentrating  theif 
whole  strength  for  its  defence.  By  the  plan  recommended, 
the  army  was  to  be  arranged  in  three  divisions,  one  of 
which,  consisting  of  five  thousand  men,  was  to  remain  in 
New  York.  The  second,  amounting  to  nine  thousand,  was 
to  be  stationed  at  Kingsbridge,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
that  post  and  its  dependencies.  The  residue  of  the  afmy 
'  was  to  occupy  the  intermediate  space,  so  as  to  support 
either  extreme ;  and  the  sick  were  to  be  immediately  remo- 
ved to  Orange  Town.  A  belief  that  Congress  Was  unwilling 
to  give  up  New  York,  and  rather  inclined  to  maintain  it  at 
every  hazard;  as  well  as  a  dread  of  the  unfavourable  im- 
pression which  retreating  before  the  enemy,  and  thus  con- 
fessing their  superiority,  might  make  on  the  people  at  large ; 
seem  to  have  had  great  influence  in  producing  the  deter- 
mination to  defend  the  place  a  short  time  longer. 

September.  This  opinion,  however,  was  soon  changed.     The  officers 

became  more  and  more  alarmed  at  the  danger  resulting 
from  the  division  of  the  troops ;  in  addition  to  which,  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  seemed  clearly  to  indicate  art  in- 
tention, either  to  break  their  line  of  communication,  or  to 
enclose  the  whole  army  in  York  Island.  Their  dispositions 
were  alike  calculated  to  favour  the  one   or  the  other  of 

.   these 
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these  objects.  They  threw  considerable  detachments  into  CHAP^J« 
Montresor's  and  Buchanan's  Islands,  which  lie  in  the  mouth  im 
of  Haerlem  River ;  from  whence  it  was  easy  either  to  pass 
over  to  the  low  grounds  of  Morrisania  on  the  continent, 
and  seize  the  passes  above  Kingsbridge,  or  cross  the  East 
River  to  the  Plains  of  Haerlem,  and  cut  off,  or  render  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  the  communication  between  the  differ- 
ent posts  of  the  American  army.  Confident  that  the  eva- 
cuation must  take  place,  the  general  continued  to  employ 
himself  assiduously  in  the  removal  of  the  military  stores  to 
a  place  of  safety.* 

Several  of  the  officers  having  avowed  a  change  in  their 
opinions,  respecting  any  further  attempt  to  maintain  the 
town,  another  council  was  called,  in  which  it  was  deter- 
mined, by  a  large  majority,  that  it  had  become  not  only 
prudent,  but  absolutely  necessary,  to  withdraw  the  army 
from  New  York, 

Brigadier  General  Mercer,  who  commanded  the  flying 
camp  on  the  Jersey  shore,  was,  in  consequence  of  this  de- 
termination, directed  to  move  up  the  North  River,  to  the 
post  opposite  Fort  Washington,  and  every  effort  was  used 
to  expedite  the  removal  of  the  stores ;  a  work  which,  it 
was. feared,  would  soon  be  interrupted,  as  an  attack  was 
daily  apprehended,  which,  if  not  repelled,  would  certainly 


*  fte  had,  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  force  before  New  Yprk, 
strongly  urged  the  removal  of  the  women  and  children,  with  their  most  valu- 
able affects,  to  a  place  of  safety. 

3  n  2  be 
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^£^2'   ^e  attenc*ed  with  the  loss  of  those  remaining  at  the  time  ii* 
1776-       the  town. 

Several  other  ships  of  war  passed  up  the  East  River,  and 
took  different  stations  above  the  city,  so  as  to  create  -a 
doubt  whether  their  object  was  ta  assist  in  silencing  a  bat- 
tery at  Horen's  Hook,  which  very  much  interrupted  the 
navigation  of  the  Sound,  or  to  favour  a  landing  on  York 
Island.  Soon  afterwards,  several  movements  were  made,, 
with  large  bodies  of  troops,  towards  the  Sound  and  East 
River,,  who  began  to  embark,  as  if  either  for  Montresor's 
Island,  or  Morrisania..  On  receiving  intelligence  of  these 
operations,  General  Washington  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  camp  at  Haerlem,  on  which  place,,  or  on  the  troops  at 
Morrisania,  it  was  conjectured  the  attack  would  be  made. 

The  next  morningy  three  ships  of  war  proceeded  up 
the  North  River  as  high  as  Blooming  Dale,  a  movement 
which  intirely  stopped  the  further  removal  of  stores  by  wa- 
ter ;  and,  about  eleven  o'clock,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  at  the 
head  of  a  division  of  four  thousand  men,  who  had  embark- 
ed at  the  head  of  New  Town  Bay,  which,  making  deep 
into  Long  Island,  was  out  of  the  view  of  the  American 
troops,  proceeded  through  that  bay  into  the  East  River, 
which  he  crossed,  and  landed,  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  five 
ships  of  war,  at  a  place  called  Kipp's  Bay,  about  three 
miles  above  New  York. 

The  works  thrown  up  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  enemy 
at  this  place  were  of  considerable  strength,  and  capable  of 

being 
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being  defended  for  some  time ;  but  the  troops  stationed  in  (^^^ 
them,  terrified  at  the  fire  of  the  ships,  abandoned  them,  17?6- 
without  waiting  for  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  fled 
with  precipitation  towards  their  main  body.  So  soon  as 
the  cannonade  had  commenced,  the  brigades,  commanded 
by  Generals  Parsons  and  Fellows,  were  put  in  motion,  and 
marched  to  the  support  of  those  posted  in  the  lines ;  and 
General  Washington  himself  rode  towards  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion. The  panic  of  those  who  had  fled  from  the  works 
was  communicated  to  the  troops  ordered  to  sustain  them, 
and  the  Commander  in  chief  had  the  extreme  mortification 
to  meet  the  whole  party  retreating  in  the  utmost  disorder, 
totally  regardless  of  the  great  efforts  made  by  their  generals 
to  stop  their  disgraceful  flight.  Whilst  General  Washington 
was  exerting  himself  to  rally  them,  a  small  corps  of  the 
enemy  appeared,  and  they  again  broke  and  fled  in  the  ut- 
most confusion.      It  now  only  remained  immediately  to     New  York 

evacuated* 

withdraw  the  few  remaining  troops  from  New  York,  and  to 
secure  the  posts  on  the  heights.  For  this  latter  purpose, 
Ihe  lines  were  all  manned,  but  no  attempt  was  made  on 
them..  The  retreat  from  New  York  was  effected  with  a  very 
inconsiderable  loss  of  men,  sustained  in  a  skirmish  at 
Blooming  Dale ;.  but  all  the  heavy  artillery,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  baggage,  provisions,  and  military  stores, 
much  of  which  might  have  been  saved*  had  the  post  at 
Kipp's  Bay  been  properly  defended,  were  unavoidably 
abandoned.  No-  part  of  the  loss  was  more  severely  felt 
than  that  of  tpnts.  The  supply  of  this  important  article 
had  before  been  very  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
army,,  and  the  want  of  covering  began   to  be  now  very 

severely 
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severely  felt.  In  this  shameful  day,  one  colonel,  one  cap* 
tain,  three  subalterns,  and  ten  privates,  were  certainly  kill- 
ed ;  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  captain,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  privates,  were  missing;  many  of  whom  were 
made  prisoners,  and  some  of  them  perhaps  killed. 

The  unsoldicrly  conduct  displayed  on  this  occasion,  was 
not  attributable  to  a  want  of  personal  courage,  but  to 
other  causes.  The  apprehensions  excited,  by  the  defeat  on 
Long  Island,  had  not  yet  subsided,  nor  had  the  American 
troops  recovered  their  confidence  either  in  themselves  or 
their  commanders.  Their  situation  appeared  to  themselves 
to  be  perilous,  and  they  had  not  yet  acquired  that  temper 
which  teaches  the  veteran  to  do  his  duty  wherever  he  may 
be  placed ;  to  assure  himself  that  others  will  do  their  duty 
likewise;  and  to  rely  that  those,  who  take  into  view  the 
situation  of  the  whole,  will  not  expose  him  to  useless 
hazards,  or  neglect  those  precautions,  which  the  safety  and 
advantage  of  the  whole  may  require. 

Unfortunately,  causes,  in  addition  to  those  so  often  sta- 
ted, existed  in  a  great  part  of  the  army,  which  were  but 
too  operative  in  obstructing  the  progress  of  such  military 
sentiments.     In  New  England,  from  whence  the  war  had, 
as  yet,  been  principally  supported,  the  zeal  excited  by  the 
revolution  had  taken  such  a  direction,  as,  in  a  great  degree 
to  abolish  those  distinctions  between  the  platoon-officers  an/ 
the  soldiers,  which  are  so  indispensable  to  the  formation  r 
an  army  capable  of  being  applied  to  all  the  purposes  of  w* 
In  many  instances,  these  officers,  who  constitute  so  impo 
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ant  a  part  of  every  army,  were  elected  by  the  men ;  and  a 
disposition  to  associate  with  them,  on  the  footing  of  equa- 
lity, was  a  recommendation  of  much  more  weight,  and 
frequently  conduced  much  more  to  the  choice,  than  indi- 
vidual merit.  It  has  been  stated,  by  gentlemen  of  high 
fank,  that,  in  some  instances,  those  were  elected,  who 
agreed  t6  put  their  pay  in  mess  with  the  goldiefs,  and  to 
divide  equally  with  them.  Among  such  officers,  the  most 
disgraceful  and  unmilitary  practices  frequently  prevailed ; 
and  the  privates  could  not  sufficiently  respect  them,  to  ac- 
quire habits  of  obedience  and  subordination. 

These  defects  had  been,  in  some  degree,  remedied,  in 
new  modelling  the  army  before  Boston,  but  they  still  ex- 
isted to  a  fatal  extent;  and,  in  examining  the  orders  of 
that  period,  it  appears  that  several  officers  of  inferior  rank 
were  not,  themselves,  exempt  from  the  general  spirit  of  pil- 
lage and  plunder,  which,  at  that  time,  disgraced  the  Ame- 
rican troops ;  and  which  will  disgrace  all  troops  not  sub- 
jected to'  an  exact  and  rigid  discipline,  but  particularly 
those  who  have  not  been  officered  with  care. 
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SKIRMISH     ON    THE   HEIGHTS    OF   HAERLEM —  THE   ENEMY    LAND 
AT    FROG'S    NECK — THE     AMERICAN     ARMY    EVACUATES    YORK 

ISLAND,     EXCEPT     FORT     WASHINGTON BOTH    ARMIES    MOVE 

TOWARDS  THE  WHITE  PLAINS  —  THE  BRITISH  ARMY  RETURNS 
TO  KINGSBRIDGE  —  GENERAL  WASHINGTON,  WITH  A  PART  OF 
HIS  ARMY,  CROSSES  THE  NORTH  RIVER  —  THE  LINES  OF  FORT 
WASHINGTON  CARRIED  BY  THE  ENEMY,  AND  THE  GARRISON 
MADE    PRISONERS  —  EVACUATION     OF     FORT    LEE  —  WEAKNESS 

OF   THE   AMERICAN  ARMY INEFFECTUAL  ATTEMPT  TO  RAISE 

THE  MILITIA — GENERAL  WASHINGTON  RETREATS  THROUGH 
JERSEY — CAPTURE  OF  GENERAL  LEE  —  GENERAL  WASHING- 
TON    CROSSES     THE     DELAWARE DANGER   OF    PHILADELPHIA 

—  BATTLE  OF  TRENTON  —  OF  PRINCETON  —  FIRMNESS  OF 
CONGRESS. 

cHAP.vm.  npHE  enemy 9  being  now  in  possession  of  New  York,* 
me.        X    stationed  a  few  troops  in  that  place,  and  took  post, 

with 

*  Soon  after  New  York  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  night  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  continued  to  rage  till  the  next  morning, 
when  it  was  extinguished,  by  great  exertions,  on  the  part  of  the  military 
stationed  in  the  town,  after  having  consumed  about  one-third  of  the  buildings* 
It  is  said  to  have  been  purposely  set  on  fire,  and  several  individuals,  believed  to 
have  perpetrated  the  act,  were  precipitated  into  the  flames.  It  was  alleged  by 
the  enemy,  that  the  American  general  had  designed  to  reduce  the  town  to 
ashes,  had  he  not  been  compelled  to  abandon  it  so  precipitately  as  to  render 
the  execution  of  this  intention  impracticable,  and  that  the  fire  was  in  conse- 
quence 
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with  the  main  body  of  their  army,  on  York  Island,  near  the  C^\^L 
American  lines.     Their  right  was  at  Horen's  Hook,  on  the       m6 
East  River,  and  their  left  reached  the  North  River,  near    - 
Blooming  Dale ;  so  that  their  encampment  extended  quite 
across   the   island,  which,  though   about   sixteen   miles   in 
length,  is  in  this  place  scarcely  two  miles  wide  ;  and  both 
"their  flanks  were  covered  by  their  ships. 

The  strongest  point  of  the  American  lines  was  at  Kings- 
bridge,  both  sides  of  which  had  been  carefully  fortified, 
and  to  which  they  were  very  attentive,  because  it  preserved 
their  communication  with  the  continent.  They  also  occu- 
pied, in  considerable  force,  M'Gowan's  Pass  and  Morris's 
Heights,  which  were  fortified,  and  capable  of  being  defend- 
ed against  superior  numbers.  On  the  Heights  of  Haerlem, 
too,  still  nearer  the  enemy,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  them,  a  strong  detachment  was  posted  in  an  intrenched 
camp. 

The  present  position  of  the  armies  was  extremely  favour- 
able to  the  views  of  the  American  general.  He  wished  to 
habituate  his  soldiers,  by  a  series  of  successful  skirmishes, 
to#  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  ;  and  he  persuaded  himself 
that  his  detachments,   knowing   that  a  strong  intrenched 

quence  of  this  design  :  but  this  allegation  is  founded  intirely  in  mistake.  Nei- 
ther the  Congress,  nor  General  Washington,  had  formed  so  destructive  a 
plan  ;  *nd  the  fire  must  either  have  been  kindled  by  individuals,  whose  mis*-* 
guided  zeal  induced  them  to  adopt  so  terrible  a  measure,  or  by  flagitious  in-  • 
cendiaries,  who  hoped  to  plunder,  in  security,  during  the  confusion  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  flames. 

vol.  ii.  So  camp 
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^T^3L  camP  was  immediately  in  their  rear,  would  engage  the  ene- 
1776       my  without  apprehension,  would  display  their  native  cou- 
rage, and  would  soon  regain  the  confidence  they  appeared 
to  have  lost. 

Opportunities  of  this  sort  could  not  long  be  wanting. 
The  day  after  the  retreat  from  New  York,  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  considerable  force  in  the  plains  between  the  two 
camps  ;  and  the  general  immediately  rode  to  his  advanced 
posts,  in  order  to  make,  in  person,  such  arrangements  as 
their  movement  might  require.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Knowlton,  of  Connecticut,  a  very  brave  and 
valuable  officer,  who  had  been  skirmishing  with  them,  at 
the  head  of  a  corps  of  rangers,  composed  of  volunteers  from 
different  New  England  regiments,  came  in,  and,  on  conjec- 
ture, stated  the  number  of  the  British  party,  the  main  body 
of  which  was  concealed  in  a  wood,  at  about  three  hundred 
men. 

The  general  ordered  Colonel  Knowlton,  with  his  rangers, 
and  Major  Leitch,  with  three  companies  of  the  third  Virgi- 
nia regiment,  which  had  joined  the  army  only  the  preceding 
day,  to  endeavour  to  get  in  their  rear,  while  he  amused 
them  with  the  appearance  of  making  dispositions  to  attack 
their  front. 

ftknushoii       This  plan  succeeded.    The  enemy  ran  eagerly  down  a 

^Height,of  l1i]]9  in  order  to   possess   themselves  of  some  fences  and 

bushes,  which  they  considered  as  an  advantageous  position 

to  take  against  the  party  advancing  in  their  front ;  and  a 

firing 
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firing  ensued,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  do  any  execu-  CV^^L 
tion.     In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Knowlton,  not  being  pre-       m6 
cisely  acquainted  with  their  new  position,  commenced   his 
attack  rather  on  their  flank  than  rear,  and  a  very  warm 
action  ensued. 

In  a  short  time,  Major  Leitch,  who  had  very  gallantly  led 
on  the  detachment,  was  brought  off  the  ground  mortally 
wounded,  having  received  three  balls  through  his  body ; 
and,  not  long  afterwards,  Colonel  Knowlton  also  fell,  brave- 
ly fighting  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  Yet,  the  captains, 
with  their  companies,  kept  their  ground,  and,  with  much 
animation,  continued  the  action.  The  British  were  rein- 
forced ;  and  General  Washington,  perceiving  the  necessity 
of  supporting  the  Americans  also,  ordered  to  their  aid  some 
detachments  from  the  adjacent  regiments  of  New  England  * 
and  Maryland.  Thus  reinforced,  they  charged  the  enemy 
with  great  intrepidity,  drove  them  out  of  the  woods  into 
the  plain,  and  were  pressing  them  still  further,  when  the 
general,  content  with  the  present  advantage,  and  appre- 
hending that  a  much  larger  body  of  the  enemy  would  soon 
change  the  aspect  of  affairs,  called  back  his  troops  to  their 
intrenchments. 

In  this  sharp  conflict,  in  which  they  had  engaged  a  bat- 
talion of  light  infantry,  another  of  Highlanders,  and  three 
companies  of  Hessian  riflemen,f  the  Americans  had  about 
fifty  men  killed  and  wounded ;  while  the  enemy  lost  more 

*  Ann.  Reg. — Stedman. 

So  2  than 
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c^^™-  than  double  that  number.  But  the  real  importance  of  the 
m6'  affair  wras  derived  from  its  operation  on  the  spirits  of  the 
whole  army.  It  was  the  first  success  they  had  experienced 
this  campaign ;  and  its  influence  was  very  discernible.  To 
give  it  the  more  effect,  the  parole,  the  next  day,  was  Leitch ; 
and  the  general,  in  his  orders,  publicly  thanked  the  troops, 
under  the  command  of  that  officer,  who  had  first  advanced 
on  the  enemy,  and  the  others,  who  had  so  resolutely  sup- 
ported them.  He  contrasted  their  conduct  with  that  which 
had  been  exhibited  the  day  before*  and  the  result,  he  said, 
evidenced  what  might  be  done,  where  officers  and  soldiers 
would  exert  themselves.  Once,  more,  therefore,  he  called 
on  them,  so  to  act  as  not  to  disgrace  the  noble  cause  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  but  to  support  the  honour  and 
liberties  of  their  country. 

He  appointed  a  successor  to  "  the  gallant  and  braye 
Colonel  Knowlton,  who  would/'  he  said,  "have  been  an 
honour  to  any  country,  and  who  had  fallen  gloriously  fight- 
ing at  his  post/' 

In  this  active  state  of  the  campaign,  when  the  utmost 
stretch  of  every  faculty  was  required,  to  watch  and  coun- 
teract the  plans  of  the  enemy,  the  effects  of  the  original 
errors  committed  by  the  government,  in  its  military  esta- 
blishment, were  beginning  to  be  so  seriously  felt,  as  to  in- 
duce the  Commander  in  chief  to  devote  a  portion  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  complete  removal  of  the  causes 
which  produced  them. 

The 
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The  situation  of  America  was  now  becoming  extremely 
critical.  The  almost  in  tire  dissolution  of  the  existing  army, 
by  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  greater  number 
of  the  troops  had  been  engaged,  was  fast  approaching. 
No  steps  had  been  taken  to  recruit  the  new  regiments,  re- 
solved on  by  Congress,  for  the  ensuing  campaign ;  and 
there  was  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  terms  offered 
would  not,  in  the  actual  state  of  things,  hold  forth  sufficient 
inducements  to  fill  them. 

With  so  unpromising  a  prospect  before  him,  the  general 
found  himself  pressed  by  an  army  permanent  in  its  esta- 
blishment, supplied  with  every  requisite  for  war,  formida- 
ble for  its  discipline  and  the  experience  of  its  leaders,  and 
superior  to  him,  even  at  present,  in  numbers.  These  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  impressions  they  created,  will  be  best 
exhibited  by  inserting  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  at 
the  time  to  Congress :  it  is  in  these  words  :  "  From  the 
hours  allotted  to  sleep,  I  will  borrow  a  few  moments,  to 
convey  my  thoughts,  on  sundry  important  matters,  to  Con- 
gress. I  shall  give  them  with  that  sincerity  which  ought  to 
characterise  a  man  of  candour,  and  with  the  freedom  which 
may  be  used  in  giving  useful  information,  withqut  incurring 
the  imputation  of  presumption. 

u  We  are  now,  as  it  were,  upon  the  eve  of  another  dis- 
solution of  our  army.  The  remembrance  of  the  difficulties 
which  happened  upon  that  occasion  last  year;  the  conse* 
quences  which  might  have  followed  the  change,  if  proper 
advantages  had    been  taken    by   the  enemy;  added  to  a 
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knowledge  of  the  present  temper  and  situation  of  the 
troops ;  reflect  but  a  very  gloomy  prospect  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  things  now ;  and  satisfy  me,  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  a  doubt,  that,  unless  some  speedy  and  effectual 
measures  are  adopted  by  Congress,  our  cause  will  be 
lost. 

"  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  any,  or  more  than  a  trifling, 
,  part  of  this  army  will  engage  again  in  the  service,  on  the 
encouragement  offered  by  Congress.  When  men  find  that 
their  townsmen  and  companions  are  receiving  twenty,  thir- 
ty, and  more  dollars,  for  a  few  months  service  (which  is 
truly  the  case),  this  cannot  be  expected,  without  using 
compulsion ;  and  to  force  them  into  the  service  would  an- 
swer no  valuable  purpose.  When  men  are  irritated,  and 
their  passions  inflamed,  they  fly  hastily  and  cheerfully  to 
arms  ;  but,  after  the  first  emotions  are  over,  to  expect, 
among,  such  people  as  compose  the  bulk  of  an  army,  that 
they  are  influenced  by  any  other  principles  than  those  of 
interest,  is  to  look  for  what  never  did,  and,  I  fear,  never 
will  happen;  the  Congress  will  deceive  themselves,  there- 
fore, if  they  expect  it. 

"  A  soldier,  reasoned  with  upon  the  goodness  of  the 
cause  he  is  engaged  in,  and  the  inestimable  rights  he  is  con- 
tending for,  hears  you  with  patience,  and  acknowledges  the 
truth  of  your  observations ;  but  adds,  that  it  is  of  no  more 
consequence  to  him  than  to  others.  The  officer  makes  you 
the  same  reply,  with  this  further  remark,  that  his  pay  will 
not  support  him,  and  he  cannot  ruin  himself  and  family  to 

serve 
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serve  his  country,  when  every  member  of  the  community  is  (^>^/I 
equally  benefited  and  interested  by  his  labours.     The  few,.       1776* 
therefore,  who  act  upon  principles  of  disinterestedness  are, 
comparatively  speaking,  no  more  than  a  drop  in  the  ocean. 
It  becomes  evidently  clear,  then,  that,   as  this  contest  is 
not  likely  to  be  the  work  of  a  day ;  as  the  war  must  be  car- 
ried on  systematically,  and  to  do  it,  you  must  have  good 
officers ;    there   is,    in   my  judgement,    no  other   possible 
means  to  pbtain  them,  but  by  establishing  your  army  upon* 
a  permanent  footing,  and  giving  your  officers  good  pay : 
this  will  induce  gentlemen,  and  men  of  character*  to  en- 
gage ;  and  until  the  bulk  of  your  officers  are  composed  of 
such  persons  as  are  actuated  by  principles  of  honour  and- 
a  spirit  of  enterprize,  you  have  little  to  expect  from  them. 
They  ought  to  have  such  allowances  as  will  enable  them  to 
live  like,  and  supoprt  the  characters  of,  gentlemen,  and  not 
to  be  driven,  by  a  scanty  pittance,  to  the  low  and  dirty  arts 
which  many  of  them  practise,  to  filch  the  public  of  more 
than  the  difference  of  pay  would  amount  to,  upon  an  am- 
ple allowance.     Besides,  something  is  due  to  the  man  who. 
puts  his  life  in  your  hands,  hazards  his  health,  and  forsakes 
the  sweets  of  domestic  enjoyments.     Why  a  captain,  in  the* 
continental  service,  should  receive  no  more  than  five  shil- 
lings, currency,  per,  day,    for  performing  the  same   duties 
that  an  officer  of  the  same  rank  in  the  British  service  re- 
ceives ten  shillings  sterling  for,    I    never  could    conceive, 
especially  when  the  latter  is  provided  with  every  necessary 
he   requires,    upon    the    best   terms,    and   the  former  can 
scarcely  procure  them   at  any  rate.     There  is  nothing  that 
gives  a  man  consequence,  and  renders  him  fit  for  command, 

like 
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CvH^^!/!    '*ke  a  suPPort  that  renders  him  independent  of  every  body 

1776        but  the  state  he  serves. 

"  With  respect  to  the  men,  nothing  but  a  good  bounty 
can  obtain  them  upon  a  permanent  establishment ;  and  for 
no  shorter  time  than  the  continuance  of  the  war  ought  they 
to  be  engaged,  as  facts  incontestibly  prove,  that  the  diffi- 
culty and  cost  of  enlistments  increase  with  time.  When 
the  army  was  first  raised  at  Cambridge,  I  am  persuaded, 
the  men  might  have  been  got  without  a  bounty  for  the  war : 
after  that,  they  began  to  see  that  the  contest  was  not  likely 
to  end  so  speedily  as  was  imagined,  and  to  feel  their  con- 
sequence, by  remarking,  that,  to  get  their  militia  in,  in  the 
course  of  last  year,  many  towns  were  induced  to  give  them 
a  bounty.  Foreseeing  the  evils  resulting  from  this,  and  the 
destructive  consequences  which  would  unavoidably  follow 
short  enlistments,  1  took  the  liberty,  in  a  long  letter,  (date 
•  not  now  recollected,  as  my  letter-book  is  not  here,)  to  re- 
commend the  enlistments  for  and  during  the  war,  assigning 
such  reasons  for  it  as  experience  has  since  convinced  me 
were  well  founded.  At  that  time,  twenty  dollars  would,  I 
am  persuaded,  have  engaged  the  men  for  this  term  ;  but  it 
will  not  do  to  look  back,  and,  if  the  present  opportunity 
is  slipped,  I  am  persuaded,  that  twelve  months  more  will 
increase  our  difficulties  fourfold.  I  shall  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  giving  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  a  good  bounty  hi 
immediately  offered,  aided  by  the  proffer  of,  at  least, 
hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  a  su 
of  clothes  and  a  blanket,  to  each  non-coinmissioned  tfffic 
and  soldier,  as  I  have  good  authority  for  saying,  that,  ho 
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ever  high  the  men's  pay  may  appear,  it  is  barely  sufficient,  c^™' 
in  the  present  scarcity  and  clearness  of  all  kinds  of  goods,  1776% 
to  keep  them  in  clothes,  much  less  to  afford  support  to  their 
families.  If  this  encouragement,  then,  is  given  to  the  men, 
and  such  pay  allowed  to  the  officers  as  will  induce  gentle- 
men of  liberal  character  and  liberal,  sentiments  to  engage, 
and  proper  care  and  caution  be  used  in  the  nomination, 
(having  more  regard  to  the  character  of  persons,  than  the 
number  of  men  they  can  enlist)  we  should,  in  a  little  time, 
have  an  army  able  to  cope  with  any  that  can  be  opposed  to 
it,  as  there  are  excellent  materials  to  form  one  out  of.  But 
whilst  the  only  merit  an  officer  possesses  is  his  ability  to 
raise  men ;  while  these  men  consider  and  treat  him  as  an 
equal,  and,  in  the  character  of  an  officer,  regard  him  no 
more  than  a  broom-stick,  being  mixed  together  as  one  com- 
mon herd ;  no  order  nor  discipline  can  prevail,  nor  will  the 
officer  ever  meet  with  that  respect  which  is  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  due  subordination. 

"  To  place  any  dependence  upon  militia,  is  assuredly 
resting  upon  a  broken  staff.  Men,  just  dragged  from  the 
tender  scenes  of  domestic  life,  unaccustomed  to  the  din  of 
*nns,  totally  unacquainted  with  every  kind  of  military 
skill,  which,  being  followed  by  a  want  of  confidence  in 
themselves,  when  opposed  to  troops  regularly  trained,  dis- 
ciplined, and  appointed,  superior  in  knowledge,  and  supe- 
rior in  arms,  make  them  timid,  and  ready  to  fly  from  their 
own:  shadows.  Besides,  the  sudden  change  in  their  manner 
of  living,  particularly  in  their  lodging,  brings  on  sickness 
in  many,   impatience  in  all,  and  such  an  unconquerable 
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C£^Z2'  desire  of  returning  to  their  respective  homes,  that  it  not 
im.  on]y  produces  shameful  and  scandalous  desertions  among 
themselves,  but  infuses  the  like  spirit  in.  others.  Again, 
men  accustomed  to  unbounded  freedom  and  no  control, 
cannot  brook  the  restraint  which  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  good  order  and  government  of  an  army,  without 
which,  licentiousness  and  every  kind  of  disorder  triumph- 
antly reign.  To  bring  men  to  a  proper  degree  of  subor- 
dination, is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  a  month,  or  a  year; 
and,  unhappily  for  us  and  the  cause  we  are  engaged  is,  the 
little  discipline  I  have  been  labouring  to  establish  in  the 
army  under  my  immediate  command,  is,  in  a  manner  done 
away,  by  having  such  a  mixture  of  troops  as  have  been 
called  together  within  these  few  months.. 

"  Relaxed  and  unfit  as  our  rules  and  regulations  of  war 
are  for  the  government  of  an  army,  the  militia  (those  pro- 
perly so  called,  for,   of  these  we  have  two  sorts,  the  six 
months  men,  and  those  sent  in  as  a  temporary  aid,)  do  not 
think  themselves  subject  to  them*  and  therefore  take  liber- 
ties which  the  soldier  is  punished  for.  This  creates  jealousy, 
jealousy  begets  dissatisfaction,  and  these  by  degrees  ripeat 
into  mutiny,  keeping  the  whole  army  in  a  confused  and 
disordered  state,  rendering  the  time  of  those,  who  wish  to< 
see  regularity  and  good  order  prevail*  more  unhappy  thai 
words   can  describe;  besides  this,  such  repeated  changer 
take  place,  that  all  arrangement  is  set  at  nought,  and  the 
constant  fluctuation  of  things  deranges  every  plan  as  ftCrt  as 
it  is  adopted. 

*  These, 
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"  These,  Sir,  Congress  may  be  assured,  are  but  a  small  C^^J^ 
part  of  the  inconveniences  which  might  be  enumerated,  and  1776- 
attributed  to  militia  ;  but  there  is  one  that  merits  particular 
attention,  and  that  is,  the  expense.  Certain  I  am,  that  it 
would  be  cheaper  to  keep  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  men 
in  constant  pay,  than  to  depend  upou  half  the  number,  and 
supply  the  other  half  occasionally  by  militia.  The  time  the 
latter  is  in  pay,  before  and  after  they  are  in  camp  ;  assem- 
bling and  marching ;  the  waste  of  ammunition ;  the  con* 
sumption  of  stores,  which,  in  spite  of  every  resolution  and 
requisition  of  Congress,  they  must  be  furnished  with,  or 
sent  home  ;  added  to  other  incidental  expenses,  consequent 
upon  their  coming  and  conduct  in  camp  ;  surpass  every  idea, 
and  destroy  every  kind  of  regularity  and  economy  which 
you  could  establish  among  fixed  and  settled  troops;  and 
will,  in  my  opinion,  prove,  if  the  scheme  is  adhered  to,  the 
Tuin  of  our  cause. 

4<  The  jealousies  of  a  standing  army,  and  the  evils  to  be 
apprehended  from  one,  are  remote,  and,  in  my  judgement, 
situated  and  circumstanced  as  we  ^re,  not  at  all  to  be 
dreaded ;  but  the  eonsequence  of  iranting  one,  according 
to  my  ideas,  founded  upon  the  present  view  of  things,  is 
certain  and  inevitable  ruin  ;  for,  if  I  was  called  upon,  to 
•declare  upon  oath,  whether  the  militia  have  been  most  ser- 
viceable or  hurtful,  upon  the  whole,  I  should  subscribe  to 
the  latter.  1  do  not  mean  by  this,  however,  to  arraign  the 
eonduct  of  Congress ;  in  so  domg,  I  should  equally  con- 
demn my  own  measures,  if  ntft  ray  judgement :  but  experi- 
ence, which  is  the  best  criterion  to  work  by,  so  fully,  clearly, 
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and  decisively,  reprobates  the  practice  of  trusting  to  mili- 
tia, that  no  man,  who  regards  order,  regularity,  and  eco- 
nomy, or  who  has  any  regard  for  his  own  honour,  character, 
or  peace  of  mind,  will  risk  them  upon  militia/' 

Congress  had  already  determined,  that  the  men,  enlisted 
in  future,  should  be  engaged  during  the  war  ;  and  the  reso- 
lution to  that  effect .  was  received  soon  after  the  dispatch  of 
this  letter :  but  sufficient  inducements,  to  secure  the  execu- 
tion of  their  resolutions,  had  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
general,  been  held  forth  to  either  officers  or  soldiers ;  and 
on  this  subject  he  again  thus  addressed  them:. 

"  Before  I  knew  of  the  late  resolutions  of  Congress,  which 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  enclose  in  your  letter  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  and  before  I  was  favoured  with  the  visit  of 
your  committee,  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving  you  my  sen- 
timents on  several  points  which'  seemed  to  be  of  impor- 
tance. 

"I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  committee  will  make  such, 
report,  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  army,  as  will  in- 
duce Congress  to  believe,  that  nothing  but  the  most  vigo- 
rous exertions  can  put  matters  upon  such  a  footing  as  to 
give  this  continent  a  fair  prospect  of  success.  Give  me 
leave  to  say,  Sir,  I  say  it  with  due  deference  and  respect*, 
(and  my  knowledge  of  the  facts,  added  to  the  importance 
of  the  cause,  and  the  stake  I  hold  in  it,  must  justify  the 
freedom),  that  your  affairs  are  in  a  more  unpromising  way 
than  you  seem  to  apprehend. 

"  Your 
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"  Your  army,  as  mentioned  in  my  last,  is  upon  the  eve  of  C^J™' 
its  political  dissolution.  True  it  is,  you  have  voted  a  larger  177* 
one,  in  lieu  of  it ;  but  the  season  is  late ;  and  there  is  a 
material  difference  between  voting  battalions,  and  raising 
men.  In  the  latter,  there  are  more  difficulties  than  Con- 
gress seem  aware  of;  which  makes  it  my  duty  (as  I  have 
been  informed  of  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  this  army)  to 
inform  them,  that,  unless  the  pay  of  the  officers,  especially 
that  of  the  field  officers,  be  raised,  the  chief  part  of  those 
that  are  worth  retaining  will  leave  the  service  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  term ;  as  the  soldiers  will  also,  if  some 
greater  encouragement  is  not  offered  them,  than  twenty  dol- 
lars and  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

.  "  Nothing  less,  in  my  opinion,  than  a  suit  of  clothes, 
annually  given  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  sol- 
dier, in  addition  to  the  pay  and  bounty,  will  avail ;  and  I 
question  whether  that  will  do,  as  the  enemy,  from  the  in- 
formation of  one  John  Marsh,  who,  with  six  others,  was 
taken  by  our  guards,  are  giving  ten  pounds  bounty  for  re- 
cruits, and  have  got  a  battalion,  under  Major  Rodgers* 
aearly  completed,  upon  Long  Island.. 

"  Nor  will  less-  pay,  according  to  my  judgement,  than  IT 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  in  the  enclosed  esti- 
mate, retain,  such  officers  as  we  could  wish  to  haye  conti- 
nued ;  the  difference  per  month,  in  each  battalion,  would, 
amount  to  better  than  one  hundred  pounds*.  To  this  may 
be  added  the  pay  of  the  staff-officers ;  for,  it  is  presumable* 
they  will  also  require  an  augmentation  ;  but,  being,  few  in 
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C"^J^/L  number,  the  sum  will  not  be  greatly  increased  by  them,  and, 
me.  consequently,  is  a  matter  of  no  great  moment :  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  small  importance  to  make  the  several  offices 
desirable.  When  the  pay  and  establishment  of  an  officer 
once  become  objects  of  interested  attention,  the  sloth,  neg- 
ligence, and  even  disobedience  of  orders,  which  at  this  time 
but  too  generally  prevail,  will  be  purged  off.  But,  white 
the  service  is  viewed  with  indifference ;  while  the  officer 
conceives  that  he  is  rather  conferring,  than  receiving  an  ob- 
ligation ;  there  will  be  a  total  relaxation  of  all  order  and 
discipline:  and  every  thing  will  move  heavily  on,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  service,  and  inexpressible  trouble 
and  vexation  of  the  general. 

"  The  critical  situation  of  our  affairs,  at  this  time,  will 
justify  my  saying,  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  making  fruit- 
less experiments.  An  unavailing  trial  of  a  month,  to  get  an 
army  upon  the  terms  proposed,  may  render  it  impracticable 
to  do  it  at  all,  and  prove  fatal  to  our  cause,  as  I  am  not 
sure  whether  any  rubs  in  the  way  of  our  enlistments,  or  un- 
favourable turn  in  our  affairs,  may  not  prove  the  means  of 
the  enemy's  recruiting  men  faster  than  we  do.  To  this  may 
be  added,  the  inextricable  difficulty  of  forming  one  corps 
out  of  another,  and  arranging  matters,  with  any  degree  of 
order,  in  the  face  of  any  enemy  who  are  watching  for  ad* 
vantages. 

"At  Cambridge,  last  year,  where  the  officers  (and  moTe 
than  a  sufficiency  of  them)  were  all  upon  the  spot,  we  found 
it  a  work  of  such  extreme  difficulty  to  know  their  senti- 
ments, 
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ments,  (each  having  some  terms  to  propose)  that  I  despair-  CJ^2* 
ed,  once,  of  getting  the  arrangement  completed,  and  do  m6- 
suppose,  that,  at  least,  a  hundred  alterations  took  place 
before  matters  were  finally  adjusted-  What  must  it  be,  then, 
under  the  present  regulation,  where  the  officer  is  to  nego- 
tiate this  matter  with  the  state  he  comes  from,  distant,  per- 
haps, two  or  three  hundred  miles,  some  of  whom,  without 
any  license  from  me,  set  out  to  make  personal  application, 
the  moment  the  resolution  got  to  their  hands  ?  What  kind 
of  officers  these  are,  J  leave  Congress  to  judge. 

"  If  an  officer  of  reputation  (for,  none  other  should  be 
applied  to)  is  asked  to  stay,  what  answer  can  he  give,  but, 
in  the  first  place,  that  he  does  not  know  whether  it  is  at 
his  option  to. do  so,  no  provision  being  made,  in  the  resolu- 
tion  of  Congress,  even  recommendatory  of  this  measure  ; : 
consequently  that  it  rests  with  the  state  he  comes  from  *, 
(surrounded  perhaps  with  a  variety   of  applications,  and 
influenced  perhaps  with  local  attachments,)  to  determine 
whether  he  can  be  provided  for  or  not  ?     In  the  next  place,  t 
if  he  is  an  officer  of  merit,  and  knows  that  the  state  he 
comes  from  is  to  furnish  more  battalions  than  it  at  present 
has  in  service,  he   will   scarcely,  after  two  years   faithful 
services,  think  of  continuing  in  the   rank   he   now  bears, 
when  new  creations  are  to  be  made,  and  men  appointed  to , 
offices  (nowise  superior  in. merit,   and  ignorant  of  service 
perhaps,)  over  his  head. 

"  A  committee  sent  to  the  army  from  each  state,. may, 
upon  the  spot,  fix  things  with  a  degree  of  propriety  and 

certainty, 


480  THE    LIFE   OF 


CHAP.  VIII. 
1776. 


certainty,  and  is  the  only  method,  I  can  see,  of  bringing 
measures  to  a  decision,  with  respect  to  the  officers  of  the 
army ;  but  what  can  be  done,  in  the  mean  time,  towards 
the  arrangement  in  the  country,  I  know  not  In  the  one 
case,  you  run  the  hazard  of  losing  your  officers;  in  the 
other,  of  encountering  delay,  unless  some  method  could  be 
devised  of  forwarding  both  at  the  same  instant. 

"  Upon  the  present  plan,  I  plainly  foresee  an  interven- 
tion of  time  between  the  old  and  new  army,  which  must  be 
filled  with  militia,  if  to  be  had,  with  whom  no  man,  who 
has  any  regard  for  his  own  reputation,  can  undertake  to  be 
answerable  for  consequences.  I  shall  also  be  mistaken  ill 
my  conjectures,  if  we  do  not  lose  the  most  valuable  officers 
in  this  army,  under  the  present  mode  of  appointing  them ; 
consequently,  if  we  have  an  army  at  all,  it  will  be  com- 
posed of  materials  not  only  intirely  raw,  but,  if  uncommon 
pains  are  not  taken,  intirely  unfit :  and*  I  see  such  a  dis- 
trust and  jealousy  of  military  power,  that  the  Commander 
in  chief  has  not  an  opportunity,  even  by  recommendation, 
to  give  the  least  assurances  of  reward  for  the  most  essential 
'services. 

"  In  a  word,  such  a  cloud  of  perplexing  circumstance 
appears  before  me,  without  one  flattering  hope,  that  I  a 
thoroughly  convinced,  unless  the  most  vigorous  and  decisi 
exertions  arc  immediately  adopted  to  remedy  these  ev 
that  the  certain  and  absolute  loss  of  our  liberties  will 
the  inevitable  consequence,   as   one  unhappy   stroke 
throw  a  powerful  weight  into  the  scale  against  us,  anc 
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able  General  Howe  to  recruit  his  army  as  fast  as  we  shall 
our's,  numbers  being  disposed,  and  many  actually  doing 
so  already.  Some  of  the  most  probable  remedies,  and 
such  as  experience  has  brought  to  my  more  intimate  know- 
ledge, I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point  out ;  the  rest  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

"  I  ask  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of  their  time  with 
my  opinions,  but  I  should  betray  that  trust  which  they  and 
my  country  have  reposed  in  me,  were  I  to  be  silent  upon 
matters  so  extremely  interesting." 

On  receiving  this  very  serious  letter,  it  was  resolved,  that 
the  pay  of  the  officers  should  be  raised  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  general ;  and  that  it  should  be  recommended 
to  the  legislatures  of  those  states  having  any  regiments 
now  in  the  continental  service,  either  at  New  York,  Ticon- 
deroga,  or  New  Jersey,  forthwith  to  depute  committees  to 
those  places,  in  order  to  appoint  officers  to  the  regiments  to 
be  raised  under  the  new  establishments,  that  they  might  re- 
enlist  those  men,  now  in  service,  who  should  incline  to  en- 
gage for  the  war.  They  also  recommended  to  these  com- 
mittees, in  making  these  appointments,  to  advise  with  the 
general,  and  to  promote  such  officers  as  had  distinguished 
themselves  for  abilities,  activity,  and  vigilance,  and  more 
especially  for  their  attention  to  military  discipline ;  and  not 
to  appoint  any  officer  who  should  leave  his  station  in  the 
army,  and  be  absent  without  leave.  On  further  reflection, 
they  added  another  recommendation,  which  manifests  the 
sense  they  entertained  of  the  ill  consequences  of  the  per- 
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chap,  via  niciOU8  mode  of  creating  officers,  originally  adopted.     It 

mc       was^  that  all  the  officers  to  be  appointed  be  me6  of  honour  * 

and  known  abilities,  without  a  particular  regard  to  their 


*  In  a  very  long  and  confidential  letter  to  Governor  Henry,  of  Virginia, 
the  Commander  in  chief,  when  adverting  to  the  additional  regiments  to  be 
raised  in  that  state,  thus  pressed  the  necessity  of  selecting,  with  care,  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  to  them. 

"  I  imagine,  before  this,  Congress  have  made  yon  acquainted  with  their  reso- 
lutions for  raising  the  new  army,  and  that  your  colony  is  to  furnish  fifteen  bat- 
talions, to  be  enlisted  during  the  war.  As  it  will  occasion  the  choosing  a  mm- 
ber  of  new  officers,  I  would,  in  the  most  urgent  manner,  recommend  the  ut- 
most care  and  circumspection  in  your  several  appointments.  I  do  not  expect 
that  there  are  many  experienced  gentlemen  now  left  with  you,  as,  from  what 
.1  have  understood,  those  who  served  in  the  last  war  are  chiefly  promoted ; 
however,  1  am  satisfied,  that  the  military  spirit  cans  so  high  in  your  colony, 
and  that  the  number  of  applicants  will  be  so  considerable,  that  a  very  proper 
choice  may  be  made.  Indeed,  the  army  being  put  upon  such  a  permanent 
footing,  will  be  a  strong  inducement  for  them  to  step  forth  on  the  present 
interesting  occasion.  0»e  circumstance  in  this  important  business  ought  to 
be  cautiously  guarded  against,  and  that  is,  the  soldier  and  officer  being  too 
nearly  on  a  level.  Discipline  and  subordination  add  life  and  vigour  to  mili- 
tary movements.  The  person  commanded  yields  but  a  reluctant  obedience  to  * 
those  he  conceives  undeservedly  made  his  superiors.  The  degrees  of  rank  are 
frequently  transferred  from  civil  life  into  the  departments  of  the  army. ;  The 
true  criterion  to  judge  by,  when  past  services  do  not  enter  into  the  compe- 
tition, is,  to  consider  whether  the  candidate  for  office  has  a  jast  pretension  to 
the  character  of  a  gentleman,  a  proper  sense  of  honour,  and  some  reputation 
to  lose. 

"  Perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  be  surprised  at  my  pressing  this  advice  so  strongly 
as  I  have  done  in  this  letter ;  but  I  have  felt  the  inconveniences  resulting  firon 
a  contrary  principle  in  so  sensible  a  manner,  and  this* army  has  been  so  greatly 
enfeebled  by  a  different  line  of  conduct,  that  I  hope  you  will  readily  ex- 

having 
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having  before  been  in  service.     In  addition  to  the  pay  of  CJJ^^' 
the  privates,  a  suit  of  regimentals  was  allowed  them  an*       im* 
anally;  and  the  states,  as  far  as  Virginia,  were  urged   to 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  complete  their  quotas. 

The  armies  did  not  long  retain  their  position  on  York 
Island.  General  Howe  was  sensible  of  the  strength  of  the 
American  camp,  and  had  no  inclination  to  force  it.  His 
plan  was  to  compel  General  Washington  either  to  abandon 
it,  or  to  fight  him  in  a  situation  in  which  a  defeat  must  be 
attended  with  the  total  destruction  of  his  army.  With  this 
view,  he  determined,  after  throwing  up  intrenchments  on 
M'Gowan's  Hill,  for  the  protection  of  New  York,  to  gain  * 
the  rear  of  the  American  camp,  by  the  New  England  Road, 
alon^  which  their  principal  supplies  of  provisions  were  re- 
ceived, and  also  to  possess  himself  of  the  North  River, 
above  Kingsbridge.  To  assure  himself  of  the  practicability 
of  this  plan,  so  far  as  respected  the  river,  three  frigate? 
passed  up  it,  under  the  fire  from  Fort  Washington,  and  the 
post  opposite  to  it  on  the  Jersey  shore,  afterwards  deno- 
minated Tort  Lee,  without  sustaining  any  injury  from  the 
batteries,  or  being  at  all  impeded  by  the  ehevaud-de-frize 
which  had  been  sunk  in  the  channel  between  those  forts.* 


*  The  command  of  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  at  alt  timet  important  to 
the  military  operations  in  that  quarter,  was  rendered  peculiarly  interesting! 
by  tlje  certain  information  that  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
were  in  the  royal  interest,  and  were  actually  meditating  an  insurrection,  fof 
the  purpose  of  seizing  the  posts  in  the  high  lands,;  to  prevent  which,  the 
militia  of  New  Hampshire  were  ordered  to  Fishkill. 

3  q  2  This 
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Cv!I^^/1  This  point  being  attained,  he,  in  pursuance  of  his  plan, 
1776*       either  to  force  Washington  out  of  his  present  lines,  or  to 

iJdVn^  enclose  him  in  them,  embarked  a  great  part  of  his  army  on 
board  flat-bottomed  boats,  and,  passing  through  Hellgate 
into  the  Sound,  landed  at  Frogs  Neck,  not  far  from  West 
Chester,  on  the  east  or  Connecticut  side  of  the  Sound,  and 
about  nine  miles  from  the  camp  on  the  Heights  of  Haerlem. 

Frogs  Neck  is  completely  surrounded  by  the  water, 
which,  at  flood-tide,  is  unfordable;  so  that  it  is,  in  fact, 
an  island,  communicating  with  the  main  land  by  bridges 
thrown  over  the  intervening  water.  These  bridges 
were  broken  down  by  the  Americans,  and  works  were 
immediately  thrown  up  to  obstruct  the  march  of  the 
enemy,  from  their  present  encampment,  into  the  country. 
General  Washington,  who  was  well  aware  of  the  intention 
with  which  General  Howe  had  takeo  this  new  position, 
moved  a  part  of  his  troops  from  York  Island,  to  join  those 
at  Kingsbridge;  and  detached  some  regiments  to  West 
Chester,  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  and  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy,  so  soon  as  they  should  march  from  their  present 
station.  The  road  from  Frogs  Point  to  Kingsbridge  leads 
through  a  strong  country,  intersected  in  every  direction  by  nu- 
merous stone  fences,  so  that  it  would  have  been  very  difficult 
to  move  artillery,  or  even  infantry  in  compact  columns,  ex- 
cept along  the  main  road,  which  had  been  broken  up  in 
several  places.  The  general,  therefore,  entertained  san- 
guine hopes  of  the  event,  should  a  direct  attack  be  made 
on  his  present  camp. 

General 
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General  Howe  continued  some  days  quietly  waiting  for  c^^^' 
his  artillery,  military-stores,  and  reinforcements,  from  Sta-       1776- 
ten  Island,  which  were  detained  by  an  unfavourable  wind, 
during  which  it  was   impracticable  to  pass  from  the  East 
River  into  the  Sound. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  habits  of  thinking,  in  America, 
absolutely  required  that  every  important  measure  should  be 
the  result  of  consultation,  and  should  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  a  majority,  a  council  of  general  officers  was  called, 
and  the  propriety  of  removing  the  American  army  from  its 
present  position  laid  before  them.  The  obstructions  in  the 
North  River  having  proved  insufficient  to  stop  the  ships, 
and  the  British  having  landed  in  full  force  at  Frogs  Neck, 
on  the  east  of  the  Sound,  it  was,  after  much  investigation, 
declared  to  be  impracticable,  without  a  change  of  position, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting  off  their  communication 
with  the  country,  and  compelling  them  either  to  fight  under 
great  disadvantages,  or  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners 
of  war.  General  Lee,  who  had  but  two  days  before  joined 
the  grand  army,  and  whose  experience,  as  well  as  his  late 
success,  gave  him  great  weight,  maintained  this  opinion 
with  peculiar  earnestness;  and  General  Clinton  was  the 
only  officer  who  dissented  from  it.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  TheAmerkan 
determined  still  to  hold  Fort  Washington,  and  to  defend  YTiiTiInd^ 
that  post  as  long  as  possible.  The  hope  was  still  cherished,  ington. 
that,  by  increasing  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  ships 
might  be  prevented  from  passing  them  ;  and  the  object  was 
deemed  so  all-important,  as  to  justify  considerable  hazard 
in  the  attempt  to  secure  it.     The  resolution  of  Congress,  of 

the 
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chap.viil  the  eleventh  of  October,  desiring  General  Washington,  by 
m*.  every  art  and  expense,  to  obstruct,  if  possible,  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river*  contributed  not  inconsiderably  to  the  d©* 
termination  for  maintaining  this  post.  The  necessary  mea- 
sures were  now  taken  for  moving  the  army,  so  as  to  extend 
its  front,  or  left,  up  the  North  River  towards  the  White 
Plains,  beyond  the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  keep  per- 
fectly open  its  communication  with  the  country.  The  right 
or  rear  division  remained  a  few  days  about  Kingsbridge, 
under  the  command  of  General  Lee,  in  order  to  cover  and 
secure  the  heavy  baggage  and  military  stores,  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining  waggons, 
could  be  but  slowly  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

Having  received  the  expected  reinforcements,  which 
landed  at  Pell's  Point,  to  which  place  he  also  transported 
the  troops  from  Frogs  Neck,  and  brought  up  his  military 
stores,  General  Howe  moved  forward  his  whole  army,  ex* 
cept  four  brigades,  destined  for  the  defence  of  New  York, 
through  Pelham's  Manor,  towards  New  Rochelle.  Some 
skirmishes  took  place  on  the  march,  near  East  Chester,  with 
a  part  of  Glover's  brigade,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
Americans  was  mentioned  with  satisfaction  by  the  Com* 
mander  in  chief;  and,  as  General  Howe  took  post  at  New 
Rochelle,  a  village  on  the  Sound,  General  Washington  oc- 
cupied the  heights  between  that  place  and  the  North 
"River. 

At  New  Rochelle,  the  British  army  was  joined  by  tht 
second  division  of  Germans,  under  the  command  of  Gene* 
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ral  Knyphausen,  and  by  an  incomplete  regiment  of  cavalry  c^f •^, 
from  Ireland  ;  some  of  whom,  with  one  of  the  transports,  tm' 
had  been  captured  on  their  passage.  Both  armies  now  ^^^^ 
moved  towards  the  White  Plains,  a  strong  piece  of  ground 
where  a  large  camp  had  been  marked  out,  and  was  already 
occupied  by  a  detachment  of  militia,  sent  for  the  particular 
purpose  of  guarding  some  magazines  of  provisions  which 
had  been  collected  there.  The  main  body  of  the  American 
troops  formed  a  long  line  of  intrenched  camps,  extending 
from  twelve  to  thirteen  miles,  on  the  different  heights  from 
Valentine's  Hill,  near  Kingsbridge,  to  the  White  Plains, 
fronting  the  British  line  of  march,  and  the  Brunx,  which 
lay  between  them,  so  as  to  collect  in.  full  force  at  any 
point,  as  circumstances  might  require.  The  motions  of 
the  enemy  were  anxiously  watched,  not  only  for  the  pur- 
poses of  security,  and  of  avoiding  a  general  action,  but  in 
order  to  seize  every  occasion  which  might  present  itself  of 
engaging  any  of  their  out-posts  with  advantage.  While 
their  army  lay  about  New  Rochelle,  Major  Rodger*, 
with  his  regiment,  was  advanced  further  eastward,  to  Ma- 
xnara  Neck,  on  the  Sound,  where  he  was  believed  to  be  in 
a  great  degree  covered  by  the  position  of  the  other  troops. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  surprise  him,  in  the  night,  by  a 
detachment  which  should  pass  between  him  and  the  main 
body  of  the  British  army,  and,  by  a  coup  de  main,  bear  off 
his  whole  corps.  Although  the  plan  was  well  formed,  And 
Major  Rodgers  was  actually  surprised,  yet  the  attempt  did 
not  completely  succeed.  About  sixty  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  and  taken ;  and  ntxmt  the  same  number  of  muskets, 
with  several  blankets,  were  brought  off.    The  loss  of  the 

Americans 
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Americans  was  only  two  killed  and  eight  or  ten  wounded  : 
among  the  latter,  was  Major  Green,  of  Virginia*  a  very 
brave  officer,  who  led  the  advanced  party,  and  who  received 
a  ball  through  his  body. 

Not  long  afterwards,  a  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  rifle- 
men, under  Colonel  Hand,  fell  in  with  and  engaged  about 
an  equal  number  of  Hessian  chasseurs,  over  whom  they 
obtained  some  advantage. 

The  caution  of  the  English  general  was  increased  by 
these  evidences  of  enterprise  in  his  adversary.  Hi$  object 
seems  to  have  been  to  avoid  skirmishing,  and  to  bring  on  a 
general  action,  if  that  could  be  effected  under  favourable 
circumstances ;  if  not,  he  knew  well  the  approaching  dis- 
solution of  the  American  army,  and  calculated,  not  with- 
out reason,  to  derive  from  that  event  nearly  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a  victory.  He  proceeded,  therefore,  slowly;  his 
marches  were  in  close  order ;  his  encampments  compact, 
and  well  guarded  with  artillery ;  and  the  utmost  circum- 
spection was  used,  not  to  expose  any  part  which  might  be 
vulnerable. 

As  the  sick  and  baggage  reached  a  place  of  safety, 
General  Washington  gradually  drew  in  his  out-posts,  and 
took  possession  of  the  heights  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Brunx,  fronting  the  head  of  the  enemy's  columns.  The 
next  day,  he  was  joined  by  General  Lee,  who,  with  very 
considerable  address,  had  brought  up  the  rear  division, 
after  the  sick,  and  the  whole  baggage  of  the  army,  had 

been 
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been  secured ;  an.  operation  the  more  difficult,  as  the  defi- 
ciency of  teams  was  very  great,  in  consequence  of  which, 
a  large  portion  of  the  labour  usually  performed  by  horses, 
or  oxen,  devolved  on  men. 

General  Washington  was  encamped  on  high  broken 
grounds,  with  his  right  flank  covered  by  the  Brunx,  which 
meandered  so  as  also  to  cover  the  front  of  'hi*  right  wing, 
which  extended  along  the  road  leading  down  on  the 
east  side  of  that  river,  towards  New  Rochelle,  as  far  as 
the  brow  of  the  hill  where  his  centre  was  posted.  His  left, 
which  formed  almost  a  right  angle  with  his  centre,  and  was 
nearly  parallel. to  his  right,  extended  along  the  hills  north- 
wardly, so  as  to  keep  possession  of  the  commanding  ground, 
and  secure  a  retreat,  should  it  be  necessary,  from  his 
present  position,  to  one  still  more  advantageous  in  his 
rear. 
«  •* 

On  the  right  of  the  army,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Brunx,  about  one  mile  from  camp,  on  the  road  leading 
from  the  North  River,  was  a  hill,  of  which  General 
M'Dougal  was  ordered  to  take  possession,  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  the  right  flank.  His  detachment  consisted  of 
about  sixteen  hundred  men,  principally  militia,  and  his 
communication  with  the  main  army  was  perfectly  opes** 
that  part  of  the  river  being  every,  where  passable  without 
any  difficulty.  \:  .; 

-    Hasty  intrerichments  were  throwh  UpUo  strengthen^  ai 
.    vol.  ii.  3  R  much 
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C<!^ZS'  roi*ch  as  time  would  admit,  every  part  of  the  lines*  mod* 
ma.       make  them  as  defensible  as  possible. 

iuttie  of  the  The  enemy,  who  had  advanced  from  New  Rochelle  and 
Mamara  Neck,  and  were  within  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the 
White  Plains,  now  made  arrangements  to  attack  General 
Washington  in  his  camp.  Early  in  the  morning,  they  ad-* 
vanced  in  two  columns,  the  right  commanded  by  Sir  Hairy 
Clinton,  and  the  left  by  General  Knyphausen,  accompanied 
by  General  Howe  in  person.  Their  advanced  parties  having 
encountered  and  driven  in  the  patrols  they  fell  in  with  on 
the  march,  their  van  appeared,  about  ten  o'clock,  in  full 
view  of  the  American  lines  ;  and  a  cannonade  commenced* 
without  much  execution  on  either  side. 

The  right  of  the  enemy  formed  behind  a  rising  ground 
about  a  mile  in  front  of  the  camp,  and  extended  from  the 
road  leading  from  Mamara  Neck  towards  the  Brunx ;  so  that 
it  was  opposed  to  the  centre  of  the  American  army. 

On  viewing  General  Washington's  situation,  General 
Howe  determined  to  possess  himself  of  the  hill  occupied 
by  M4Dongal,  which  he  considered  as  important  to  the  we-* 
cess  of  an  attack  on  the  centre  and  right  <xf  the  American 
camp.  He,  therefore,  directed  Colonel  Rawie,  with  a  bri- 
gade of  Hessians  which  be  commanded,  to  cross  the  Bronx, 
and  make  a  circuit,  so  as  to  gain  a  position  from  which  W 
might  annoy  the  right  flank  of  General  M'Dougal ;  while 
Brigadier  General  Leslie,  with  the  seeo&d  brigade  of  Bri- 
tish 
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lish  troops,  the  Hessian  grenadiers  under  Colonel  Donop,  CHAP  VUI 
mud  a  Hessiah  battalion,  should  attack  him  in  front.  When  am 
Colonel  Rawle  had  gained  the  position  he  had  been  ordered 
to  take,  the  detadhment  under  the  command  of  General 
Leslie  also  crossed  the  Brunx,  and  commenced  a  very  vigor- 
ous attack  xm  the  Americans.*  T«he  .raiKtia  immediately 
tied,  but  die  attack  was  sustained  by  the  regulars  with  great 
galtafttry.  Colonel  Small  wood's  regiment  of  Maryland,  and 
Colonel  Reitzemar's  of  New  York,  advanced  boldly  towards 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  to  meet  them ;  but,  after  a  sharp  en- 
counter, those  regiments  were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
compelled  to  retreat.  The  enemy  advanced  with  great  re- 
eolution  on  the  remaining  part  of  M'Dougal's  forces,  con- 
sisting of  his  own  brigade,  the  Delaware  battalion,  and  a 
small  regiment  of  Connecticut  militia,  who  were  soon  dri- 
ven frfc¥a  *he  Jiill,  but  who  kept  up,  for  some  time,  an  irre- 
gular -engagement  from  the  stone  walk  and  other  enclosures 
about  the  scene  of  action.  General  Putnam,  with  General 
Steal's  brigade,  was  ordered  to  their  support ;  but  not  having 
arrived  while  they  were  in  possession  of  the  trill,  it  was 
deemed  improper  to  attempt  to  regain  it,  and  the  troops  re- 
treated to  the  main  army. 

In  this  engagement,  which,  during  its'  continuance,  was 
very  animated  on  both  sides,  the  loss  was  supposed  to  have 
been  about  equal.  Tha/t  of  the  Americans  was  between 
three  and  four  hundred,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  taken. 
Colonel  Small  wood  was  among  the  wounded. 

*  Letter  ctf  General  Howe. 

3  r  2  General 
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General  Washington  continued  in  bis  lines,  expecting  an 
attack  ;  to  prepare  for  which,  his  sick  and  baggage  were 
removed  into  his  rear :  but,  as  a  considerable  part  of  the 
day  had  been  exhausted,  in  gaining  the  hill  which  had  been 
occupied  by  M'Dougal,  all  attempts  on  his  intrenchments 
were  postponed  until  the  next  morning,  and  the  whole  Bri- 
tish army  lay  on  their  arms,  the  following  night,  in  order  of 
battle,  and  on  the  ground  they  had  taken  during  the  day. 

The  night  was  employed  by  General  Washington  ink 
strengthening  his  works,  removing  his  sick  and  baggage, 
and  preparing,  by  changing  the  arrangement  of  hia  troops, 
for  the  expected  attack.  His  left  maintained  its  position^ 
but  his  right  was  drawn  back  to  stronger  ground.  Percei- 
ving this,  and  being  unwilling  to  leave  any  thing  to  hazard, 
Howe  resolved  to  postpone  further  offensive  operations,  till 
Lord  Percy  should  arrive  with  four  battalions  from  New 
York,  and  two  from  the  post  at  Mamara  Neck.  This  rein- 
forcement was  received  on  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth,  and 
preparations  were  then  made  for  the  attack  next  morning.. 
In  the  night,  however,  and  during  the  early  part  of  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  a  violent  rain  fell,  which  induced  a  further 
postponement  of  the  assault.*  The  provisions  and  heavy 
baggage  of  the  army  being  now  removed  to  much  stronger 
ground,  and  apprehending  that  the  enemy,  whose  left  wing, 
on  the  height  taken  from  General  M'Dougal,  extended  to 
his  rear,  might  turn  his  camp,  and  occupy  the  strong 
grounds  to  which  he  designed  to  retreat,  if  an  attempt  on 

,  *  Letter  of  General  Howe-. 
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his  lines  should  terminate  unfortunately,  General  Washing- 
ton changed  his  position  in  the  night,  and  withdrew  to  the 
heights  of  North  Castle,  about  five  miles  from  the  White 
Plains.  At  the  same  time,  he  detached  General  Beat's  bri- 
gade,  to  take  possession  of  the  bridge  on  Croton  River,  Nore»i»«. 
which  lay  a  few  miles  in  his  rear,  and  over  which  Is  the  road 
leading  up  the  Hudson. 

His  present  position  was  so  strong,  that  an  attempt  to 
force  it  was  deemed  imprudent ;  and  General  Howe  deter- 
mined to  change,  intirely,  his  plan  of  operations,  and  to 
give  a  new  direction  to  his  efforts.* 

It  has.  been  already  stated,  that  the  anxiety  to  preserve, 
if  possible,  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  above  Kings- 
bridge,  had  induced  the  American  general  to  maintain  the 
posts  of  Forts  Washington  and  Lee,  on  both  sides  that  river. 
These  posts,  while  held  by  the  Americans,  checked  very  es- 
sentially the  movements  of  General  Howe,  who  very  justly 
deemed  the  complete  possession  of  York  Island  an  object 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  longer  neglected..  With  a 
view  to  the  acquisition  of  them,  he  directed  General  Knyp- 
hausert  to  cross  the  country,  from  New  Rochelle,  and  to. 
take  possession  of  Kingsbridge,  where  a  small  party  of 
Americans  were  stationed  in  Fort  Independence.  This  he 
effected  without  opposition.  On  his  approach,  the  Ameri- 
cans retired  to  Fort  Washington ;  and  Knyphausen  entered 
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York 


%94  firs  itfc  op 

e^H^-  York  Island,  tod  encamped  to  the  nortk  of  Fort  Washiag- 
im       ton,  between  that  place  and  Kingsferidge. 

The  Britnh       In  the  mean  thne>  General  Howe  broke  up  hi*  camp  at 

army  retains  to  *  * 

Kihs*ri**e-  the  White  Plainfe,  and  marched  to  Dobb's  Ferry,  from  whence 
he  retired  slowly  down  the  North  River  towards  Kings- 
bridge.  The  American  general  was  immediately  aware  of 
his  views  on  Fort  Washington  and  the  Jerseys ;  but,  appre- 
hending the  possibility  of  his  returning  suddenly,  and  en- 
deavouring, by  a  rapid  movement,  to  execute  the  original 
plan  of  getting  in  his  rear,  he  observed  great  caution,  and 
maintained  his  position  about  the  White  Plains,  till  he  was 
assured,  by  the  information  given  by  the  parties  detached 
to  watch  the  enemy  and  harass  him  on  his  march,  that  the 
movement  towards  Kingsbridge  was  not  a  feint 

As,  on  the  first  movement  of  the  British  army  towards 
New  York,  General  Washington  had  perceived  the  neces- 
sity of  throwing  it  part  of  his   troops  into  New  Jersey, 
should  the  design  of  the  enemy  be,  as  he  apprehended,  to 
change  the  scene  of  action,  a  council  of  war  was  imnde- 
diately  called.     In  this  council,  it  was  determined  unani- 
mously, that,  should  General  Howe  continue  his  march  to- 
wards New  York,  all  the  troops  raised  on  the  west  side  a1 
the  Hudson  should  cross  that  river,  to  be  afterwards  follow 
ed  by  the  eastern  troops,  should  the  operations  of  the  eneir 
render  it  necessary.     For  the  preservation  of  the  high  Ian 
about  the  North  River,  three  thousand  men  were  to  be  s 
tioned  at  Peckskill,  and  in  the  passes  of  the  mountains. 
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In  a  letter  to  Congress,  communicating  the  present  move-  c$**^™ 
ment  of  the  enemy,  and  the  determination  of  the  QnmciJ,  xr** 
the  general  said,  "  I  cannot  indulge  the  idea  that  General 
Howe,  supposing  him  to  he  going  to  New  York,  means;  to 
close  the  campaign,  and  to  ait  dpwn  without  attempting 
something  more.  I  think  it  highly  probable,  and  almost 
certain,  that  he  will  make  %  descent,  with  part  of  hi? 
troops,  into  the  Jerseys ;  and,  as  jsooq  a?  I  am  satined  that 
the  present  manoeuvre  ia  real  and  not  a  feint,  I  shall  use 
all  the  means  in  my  power  to  forward  a  part  §f  Qijr  force  to 
counteract  his  designs. 

"  I  expect  the  enemy  will  bend  their  foree  against  Fort 
Washington,  and  invest  it  immediately.  FrQm  pome  ad* 
vices,  it  is  an  object  that  wiU  attract  their  earliest  atten- 
tion" 

He  also  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston,  the  gover- 
nor of  New  Jersey,  advising  him  of  the  movement  made 
by  the  enemy;  and  giving  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that 
General  Howe  would  not  content  himself  with  investing 
Fort  Washington,  but  would  incontestibly  invade  the  Jer-^ 
seys.  He  urged  him  to  put  the  militia  in  the  best  possible 
condition,  to  reinforce  the  continental  ftriny,  and  t#ke  the 
place  of  the  new  levies,  a  term  designating  »  body  of  raeq 
between  militia  and  regulars,  raided  under  the  resolution  of 
Congress  to  serve  till  the  first  of  Deeeipljpr,  ftqd  vho  could 
not  be  depended  on  to  continue  yr*$h  the  Wmy  ftnp  $ay 
longer  than  the  time  for  which  they  were  engaged-  lie  aisp 
pressed  very  earnestly  the  removal*  fyoro  the  s$$-£p£st  an4 
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pose  can  it  answer  to  attempt  to  hold  a  post  from  which  chap.vitk 
the  expected  benefit  cannot  be  derived  ?  I  am,  thereforet  in-  *776 
clined  to  think  it  will  not  be  prudent  to  hazard  the  men 
and  stores  at  Fort  Washington ;  but,  as  you  are  on  the  spot, 
I  leave  it  to  you  to  give  such  orders  respecting  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  place  as  you  may  think  most  advisable,  and 
so  far  revoke  the  orders  given  Colonel  M'Gaw  to  defend  it 
ta  the  last" 

He,  in  this  letter,  repeated  his  instructions  to  drive  the 
stock,  and  destroy  the  hay,  grain,  and  other  provisions, 
which  the  inhabitants  would  not  remove  from  the  coast. 
"  The  enemy ,"  he  added,  "  have  drawn  great  relief  from 
the  forage  and  provisions  they  have  found  in  the  country, 
and  which  our  tenderness  had  spared.  You  will  do  well  to 
prevent  their  receiving  any  fresh  supplies,  by  destroying  it, 
if  it  cannot  be  removed.  Experience  has  shewn,  that  a 
contrary  conduct  is  not  of  the  least  advantage  to  the  poor 
inhabitants,  from  whom  all  their  effects  of  every  kind  are 
taken,  without  distinction  and  without  satisfaction/' 

Measures  were  now  taken  to  cross  the  North  River,  with    General 
the  troops  which  had  been  raised  on  its  western  side;  and  wiS'lTpStof 

hia  army .  erotics 

General  Washington  himself  determined  to  accompany  that  *he  North  ri- 
division  of  the  army.  The  eastern  regiments  remained  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  North  River,  under  the  command  of 
General  Lee,  who  had  orders  to  join  the  Commander  in 
chief,  if  the  enemy  should  move  the  whole,  or  the  greater 
part,  of  their  force  to  the  west  of  the  Hudson.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  it  was  yet  thought  possible  that  the  enemy 
•    vol,  11.    .  3  s  might 
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might  strike  at  this  division  of  t^e  army,  he  was  advised  to 
retirp  farther  into  the  country,  and  to  take  possession  of 
the  strong  grounds  behind  the  Croton,  at  Pines  Bridge* 

Having  visited  the  poets  about  Peckskiil  in  the  high 
lands,  and  made  all  the  arrangements  in  his  power  for  their 
defence,  an  object  always  deemed  of  the  utmost  importance, 
General  Washington  passed  the  North  River  in  the  rear  of 
the  troops  designed  to  act  immediately  in  the  Jerseys, 
and  joined  General  Green,  at  his  quarters,  near  Fort  Lee. 

From  too  great  a  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the  post 
at  Fort  Washington,  and  a  hope  that,  by  still  further  in- 
creasing the  obstructions  in  the  North  River,  the  original 
object  for  which  that  place  had  been  fortified,  might  yet 
be  obtained ;  from  an  unwillingness,  too,  further  to  dis- 
courage the  army,  by  an  evacuation  of  posts,  General 
Green  had  not  withdrawn  the  garrison  under  the  discretion- 
ary orders  he  had  received  on  that  subject ;  but  still  in* 
dulged  a  hope  that  the  post  might  be  maintained  ;  or,  if  its 
situation  should  become  desperate,  that  means  might  then 
be  found  to  transport  the  troops  across  the  river  to  the  Jer- 
sey shore,  which  was  defended  by  Fort  Lea. 

*  --*■■ 

» ■'■■  * .  * 

Fort  Washington  is  on  a  very  high  piece  of  rdckji  ground, 
near  the  North  River,  very  difficult  of  accent,  especially 
towards  the  north,  or  Kingsbridge.  The  fort  was  capable 
of  containing  about  one  thousand  men ;  but  the  lives  and 
out-works,  which  were  chiefly  on  the  southern  side*  to- 
wards New  York,  were  drawn  quite  across  the  island.    The 

ground 
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ground  was  naturally  very  strong,  the  approaches  difficult,  chapjtcii. 
and  the  fortifications,  though  not  sufficient  to  resist  heavy  177* 
artillery,  were,  believed  to  be  in  a  condition  which  would 
prevent  any  attempt  to  carry  them  by  storm.  The  garrison 
consisted  of  troops,  some  of  whom  were  among  the  best 
in  the  American  army,  and  the  command  was  given  to 
Colonel  M'Gaw,  a  brave  and  intelligent  officer,  in  whose 
courage  and  skill  great  confidence  was  placed. 

General  Howe,  who  had  retired  slowly  from  the  White 
Plains,  encamped  at  a  small  distance  from  Kingsbridge,  on 
the  heights  of  Fordham,  with  his  right  towards  the  North 
River,  and  his  left  on  the  Brunx.  Works  were  erected  on 
Haerlem  Creek,  to  play  on  the  opposite  works  of  the 
Americans  ;  and  every  thing  being  prepared,  the  garrison 
was  summoned  to  surrender,  on  pain  of  being  put  to  the 
sword.  Colonel  M'Gaw  replied,  that  he  should  defend  the 
place  to  the  last  extremity,  and  the  summons  he  had  re- 
ceived was  immediately  communicated  to  General  Green, 
at  Fort  Lee,  and  by  him  to  the  Commander  in  chief,  who 
was  then  at  Hackensac.  He  immediately  rode  to  Fort  Lee, 
and  was  proceeding,  though  it  was  then  late  in  the  night, 
to  Fort  Washington,  where  he  expected  to  find  Generals 
Putnam  and  GTeen ;  when,  in  crossing  the  river  to  Fort 
Washington,  he  met  those  officers  returning  from  visiting 
that  post ;  they  reported  that  the  troops  were  in  high  spirits, 
and  would  make  a  good  defence,  on  which  he  returned  with 
them  to  Fort  Lee. 

Early  next  morning,  Colonel  M'Gaw  posted  his  troops, 

3  s  2  partly 
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partly  in  the  lines  drawn  across  the  island  on  the  south  of 
the  fort ;  partly  between  the  lines  on  the  woody  and  rocky 
heights  fronting  the  East  River,  where  the  works  were  not 
closed ;  and  partly  on  a  commanding  hill,  lying  north  of 
the  fort ;  Colonel  Cadwallader,  of  Pennsylvania,  commanded 
in  the  lines ;  Colonel  Rawlings,  of  Maryland,  commanded 
on  the  hill  towards  Kingsbridge,  where  his  regiment  of 
riflemen  was  posted  among  trees,  and  Colonel  M'Gaw  him?- 
self  continued  in  the  fort. 

w^S^  Notwithstanding  the  strength  of  the  place,  the  Britisfc 
I^wdA^  general  resolved  to  carry  it  by  storm.  He  was  induced  to 
r««m*de pri"  this  determination  by  a  wish  to  save  time,  whichr  at  this 
late  season  of  the  year,  was  an  object  not  to  be  overlooked ; 
and  preparations  were  made  for  a  vigorous  attack  early  in 
the  morning.  About  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  appeared,  and 
moved  on  to  the  assault,  in  four  different  quarters.  Their 
first  division,  consisting  of  two  columns  of  Hessians  and 
Waldeckers,  amounting  to  about  five  thousand  men,  under 
the  command  of  General  Knyphausen,  advanced  on  the 
north  side  of  the  works,  against  the.  hill  where  Colonel 
Rawlings  commanded,  who  received  them  with  great  gal- 
lantry. The  second,  on  the  east,  consisting  of  the  first  and 
second  battalions  of  British  light  infantry,  and  two  bat- 
talions of  guards,  was  led  on  by  Brigadier  General  Matthews, 
supported  by  Lord  Cornwallis  at  the  head  of  the  first  and  * 
second  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the  thirty-third  regi- 
ment. These  troops  crossed  the  East  River  in  boats,  under 
cover  of  the  artillery,  planted  in  works  which  had  been 
erected  for  this  purpose  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 

and 
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and  landed  within  the  second  line  of  defence  which  crossed  chap.viii. 
the  island.    The  third  division  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant       1776 
Colonel  Stirling,  who  passed  the  East  River  lower  down ; 
and  the  fourth  by  Lord  Percy,  accompanied  by  General 
Howe  in  person.    This  division  was  to  attack  the  lines  in 
front,  on  the  south  side** 

The  attacks  on  the  north  and  south,  by  General  Knyphau- 
sen  and  Lord  Percy,  were  made,  about  the  same  instant,  on 
Colonels  Rawlings  and  Cadwallader,  who  maintained  their 
ground  for  a  considerable  time ;  but  while  Colonel  Cadwal- 
lader was  engaged  in  the  first  line  against  Lord  Percy  on 
the  south,  the  second  and  third  divisions  of  the  enemjv 
which  had  crossed  the  East  River,  made  good  their  land- 
ing, and  soon  dispersed  the  troops  fronting  that  river,  as 
well  as  a  detachment  sent  by  Colonel  Cadwallader  to  sup- 
port them.  These  being  overpowered,  he  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  abandon  the  lines,  and  a  retreat  was  commenced 
towards  the  fort,  which  being  conducted  with  confusion, 
a  part  of  his  men  were  intercepted  by  the  division  under 
Colonel  Stirling,  and  made  prisoners.  The  resistance  on 
the  north  was  conducted  with  more  courage,  and  was  of 
longer  duration.  Rawlings  maintained  his  ground  with  firm- 
ness, and  his  riflemen  did  vast  execution.  The  Germans  were 
repulsed  several  times  with  great  loss ;  and  had  every  other  part 
of  the  action  been  equally  well  maintained,  the  enemy  if  ulti- 
mately successful  would  have  had  much  reason  to  deplore 
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their  victory.  The  Hessian  columns,  by  dint  of  perseve- 
rance and  numbers,  at  length  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill, 
and  Colonel  Rawlings,  who  perceived  the  danger  which 
threatened  his  rear,  retreated  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.    . 

Having  now  carried  the  lines  and  all  the  strong  ground 
adjoining,  the  British  general  again  summoned  Colonel 
M'Gaw  to  surrender.  While  the  capitulation  was  negotia- 
ting, General  Washington  sent  him  a  billet,  requesting  him 
to  hold  out  till  the  evening,  when  he  would  endeavour  to 
bring  off  the  garrison ;  but  Colonel  M4Gaw  had  already 
proceeded  too  far  to  retreat,  and  it  is  probable,  the  place 
could  not  have  resisted  an  assault  from  so  formidable  a 
force  as  now  threatened  it  on  every  side.  The  most  essen- 
tial difficulties  had  been  overcome,  the  tort  was  too  small 
to  contain  all  the  men,  and  their  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  garrison  surren- 
dered prisoners  of  war 

The  loss  on  this  occasion  was,  perhaps,  the  greatest  the 
Americans  had  ever  experienced.  The  garrison  was  stated, 
by  General  Washington,  at  about  two  thousand  men ;  yet, 
in  a  report  published  as  from  General  Howe,  the  number  of 
prisoners  is  stated  at  two  thousand  six  hundred,  exclusive 
of  officers.  If  this  report  were  genuine,  either  General 
Howe  must  have  included  in  it  persons  who  were  not  sol- 
diers, or  General  Washington,  in  his  letter,  must  have  com- 
prised only  the  regulars.  The  last  conjecture  is  most  pro- 
bably correct.      The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  stated,  by  Mr. 

Stedman, 
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Stedman,  in  his  history  of  the  war,  at  about  eight  hundred   c£^/™- 
men*    This  loss  fell  heaviest  on  the  Germans.*  m6# 

The  surrender  of  Fort  Washington  produced  a  determina*    Evacuation  of 

ti  t  i  i       n  Fort  Lee. 

tion  to  evacuate  .Port  Lee,  and  a  removal  of  the  stores  to 
the  interior  of  Jersey  was  immediately  commenced-  Before 
this  could  be  possibly  completed,  a  large  body  of  the  ene- 
my, consisting  of  two  battalions  of  British,  three  of  Hes- 
sian grenadiers,  two  of  light  infantry,  the  guards,  the  chas- 
seurs, the  royal  Highlanders,  the  thirty-third  regiment,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  Queen's  light  dragoons,  conjectured  to 
amount,  altogether,  to  about  six  thousand  men,  under  Lord 
Cornwallis,  crossed  the  North  River,  below  Dobb's  Ferry, 
and  endeavoured  by  a  rapid  march  to  enclose  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Lee,  between  the  North  and  Hackensac  Rivers.  On 
the  first  intelligence  of  their  approach,  it  was  determined  to 
meet  and  fight  them ;  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  their 
force  was  too  great  to  be  encountered.  It  was  also  per- 
ceived that  they  were  extending  themselves  across  the  coun- 
try, so  as  to  surround  the  Americans,  It  was,  therefore, 
deemed  necessary  to  withdraw  the  garrison,  with  the  utmost 
possible  dispatch,  from  the  narrow  neck  of  land  between 


*  Had  the  fort  towards  the  East  River  been  defended  with  as  much  gallan- 
try as  the  hill  on  the  north,  the  enemy  would  probably  have  been  repulsed, 
and  would  eventually  have  sustained  so  heavy  a  loss,  as  very  essentially  to 
have  effected  their  ulterior  operations ;  but,  among  raw  troops,  however  great 
the  exertions  of  many  may  be,  there  must  ever  be  found  a  defect  of  courage 
in  some  one  point,  which  must  defeat  any  general  plan.  This  results  from 
the  circumstance,  that  their  conduct  depends  more  on  individual  firmness 
than  on  habits  of  discipline. 

the 
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1776.  culty,  their  retreat  was  effected  over  a  bridge  on  the  latter 
river.  At  Fort  Lee,  all  the  heavy  cannon,  except  two 
twelve-pounders,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions 
and  military  stores,  including  three  hundred  tents,  were  lost. 
The  great  difficulty  experienced  on  this  and  on  all  other 
occasions,  in  obtaining  waggons,  for  the  removal  of  stores 
and  baggage,  rendered  this  loss  inevitable- 
General  Washington  now  took  post  along  the  Hackensac, 
but  it  was  impossible  to  dispute  its  passage.  He  was  now 
in  a  level  country,  without  a  single  intrenching  tool ;  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  consisting  of  about  three  thousand  effec- 
tives ;  exposed,  without  tents,  to  the  inclement  season  which 
already  prevailed ;  among  people  by  no  means  zealous  in 
the  American  cause  ;  and,  in  other  respects,  his  present  si* 
tuation  was  a  dangerous  one. 


Weakness  of 
the  American 
army. 


This  gloomy  state  of  tilings  was  not  brightened  by  the 
prospect  before  him."  Jn  casting  his  eyes  around,  no  cheer- 
ing object  presented  itself.  No  safe  reliance  could  be 
placed  on  reinforcements  to  be  drawn  from  any  quarter. 
He,  however,  made  every  possible  exertion,  to  collect  an 
army,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  impede,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, the  progress  of  the  enemy.  General  Carleton  having 
retired  from  before  Ticonderoga,  he  directed  General 
Schuyler  to  send  to  his  aid,  with  the  utmost  possible  dis- 
patch, the  troops  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jersey,  who  had 
been  attached  to  the  northern  army.  But  the  march  was 
long,  their  terms  of  service  had  nearly  expired,  and  they 

had 
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had  refused  to  re-enlist.  General  Lee  was  directed  to  cross  C^^'J^' 
the  North  River,  and  to  held  himself  in  readiness,  if  the  t776' 
enemy  should  continue  the  campaign,  to  join  the  Comman- 
der in  chief;*  but  his  army,  too,  was  melting  away,  under 
the  influence  of  the  same  fatal  cause  which  had  acted  so 
universally  and  so  banefully,  and  would  soon  be  almost 
totally  dissolved.  General  Mercer,  who  commanded  a  part 
of  the 'flying  camp  stationed  about  Bergen,  was  also  called 
in ;  but  these  troops  had  only  engaged  to  serve  till  the  first 
day  of  December;  and,  like  the  other  six  months  men,  had 
already  abandoned  the  army  in  great  numbers.  No  hope 
existed  of  retaining  the  remnant  of  them,  after  they  should 


"*  "  My  reasons  for  this  measure,"  said  the  Commander  in  chief,  in  his 
letter  to  General  Lee,  ordering  him  to  cross  the  Hudson,  "  and  which,  I 
think,  must  have  weight  with  you,  are,  that  the  enemy  are  evidently  changing 
the  seat  of  war  to  this  side  of  the  North  River  ;  that  this  country,  therefore, 
will  expect  the  continental  army  to  give  what  support  they  can,  and,  if  dis- 
appointed in  this,  will  cease  to  depend  upon  or  support  a  force  by  which  no 
protection  is  given  to  them.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
at  least,  an  appearance  of  a  force  should  be  made,  to  keep  this  state  in  con- 
nexion with  the  others.  If  that  should  not  continue,  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  its  influence  on  Pennsylvania  would  be  very  considerable,  and  the  public 
interests  would  be  more  and  more  endangered.  Unless,  therefore,  some  new 
event  should  occur,  or  some  more  cogent  reason  present  itself,  I  would  have 
you  move  over  by  the  easiest  and  best  passage.  I  am  sensible  your  numbers 
will  not  be  large,  and  that  the  movement  may  not,  perhaps,  be  agreeable  to 
your  troops.  As  to  the  first,  report  will  exaggerate  them,  and  there  will  be 
preserved  the  appearance  of  an  army,  which  will,  at  least,  have  the  effect  of 
encouraging  the  desponding  here  ;  and,  as  to  the  other,  you  will,  doubtless, 
represent  to  them,  that,  in  duty  and  gratitude,  their  service  is  due  wherever 
the  enemy  may  make  the  greatest  impression,  or  seem  to  intend  to  do  so." 

yoio  ii.  3  T  possess 
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possess  a  legal  right  to  be  discharged,  and  very  little  of 
supplying  their  places  with  other  militia. 

The  present  situation  of  the  American  army  was  precisely 
similar  to  that  it  had  abandoned,  and,  of  consequence,  no 
serious  design,  of  attempting  to  maintain  it,  was  formed. 
The  Hackensac  lay  between  them  and  the  enemy,  and  the 
Passaic  was  immediately  in  their  rear ;  so  that  the  danger, 
of  being  enclosed  between  two  rivers,  still  existed*  While, 
therefore,  some  regiments  were  disposed  along  the  Hacken- 
sac. so  as  to  afford  the  semblance  of  intending  to  defend  it, 
and  thus,  for  a  time,  to  cover  the  few  stores  which  could 
not  immediately  be  removed,  General  Washington,  with 
Beal's,  Heard's,  and  part  of  Irvine's,  brigades,  crossed  over 
at  Acquackanunc  Bridge,  and  took  post  at  Newark,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Passaic.  Soon  after  he  had  marched,  Ma- 
jor General  Vaughan  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  dragoons, 
grenadiers,  and  light  infantry,  before  the  new  bridge  over 
the  Hackensac  ;  and  the  American  detachment,  left  as  a  rear 
guard,  being  totally  unable  to  defend  it,  could  only  break 
up  the  bridge,  and  retire,  before  him,  over  the  Passaic.  * 

On  the  south  side  of  this  river,  the  country  being  open 
behind  them,  it  was  determined  to  halt  a  few  days,  to  make 
some  show  of  resistance,  and  to  endeavour  to  collect  such 
a  force  as  would  keep  up,  at  least,  the  semblance  of  alt 
army. 

xndfcet^,        The  letters  of  the  Commander  in  chief  not  having  pro- 
^Krtuc  duced,  among  the  states,  such  exertions  as  the  public  exi- 
gencies 
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gencies  required,  General  Miflin,  who  was  believed  to  pos-  c^^J^r 
sess  great  influence  in  Pennsylvania,  was  directed  to  attend  1776 
the  government  of  that  state,  and  to  represent  the  real  situ- 
ation of  the  army,  and  the  danger  to  which  Philadelphia 
would  certainly  be  exposed,  unless  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
tions should  be  made,  and  such  large  reinforcements  hastened 
to  his  aid,  as  might  enable  him  to  stop  the  enemy  in  the 
Jerseys.  He  also  dispatched  Colonel  Reid,  his  adjutant 
general,  to  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  to  lay  before  him 
the  critical  situation  of  affairs,  and  to  .press  upon  him  the 
absolute  necessity  of  making  further  and  immediate  exer- 
tions to  prevent  the  whole  state  from  being  entirely  over- 
run by  the  enemy. 

While  these  means  were  resorted  to,  in  order  to  strengthen 
himself  with  militia,  he  pressed  General  Lee  to  hasten  his 
march,  and  cautioned  him  to  keep  high  enough  up  the 
country  to  prevent  his  being  intercepted  by  the  enemy, 
who,  having  got  possession  of  the  mail  containing  one  of 
his  late  letters,  would  certainly  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  two  armies. 

In  this  perilous  state  of  things  he  found  it  necessary  to 
detach  Colonel  Forman,  of  the  New  Jersey  militia,  to 
suppress  an  insurrection  which  threatened  to  break  put  in 
the  county  of  Monmouth,  where  great  numbers  were  well- 
disposed  to  the  royal  cause.  Nor  was  this  the  only  place 
from  which  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  the  enemy  might 
derive  aid.  Such  an  indisposition  to  further  resistance 
began  to  be  manifested  throughout  that  state,  as  to  excite 
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very  serious  fears  respecting  the  conduct  which  might  be 
observed,  when  the  British  army  should  penetrate  further 
into  the  country. 

Being  unable  to  make  any  real  opposition,  as  the  enemy 
crossed  the  Passaic,    General   Washington  abandoned   his 
position   behind    that  river ;  and  the  day  Lord  Cornwallis 
entered  Newark,  ^he  retreated  from  that  place  to  Brunswick, 
a  small  village  on  the  Ran  tan.      Here  the  time  arrived, 
when  those  troops,   who  were  drawn  from   Maryland  and 
Jersey,    to  compose  the  flying  camp,    became  entitled  to 
their  discharge ;  and   he  had  the  extreme   mortification  to 
see  his  feeble  army  still  more  enfeebled,  by  their  intirely 
abandoning  him,  though  almost  in  sight  of  an  advancing 
enemy.     In  this  critical  situation,  so  many  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia,  who   were  engaged  to  serve  till  the  first  of 
January,  deserted,  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  request 
guards  of  militia  to  be  placed  on  the  roads  and  ferries  over 
the  Delaware,  in  order  to  apprehend  and  send  back  to  the 
camp  soldiers  who  might  be  found  without  a  written  dis- 
charge or  a  permit  to  be  absent- 
Here  he  again  stated  to  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  that 
the  object  of  the  enemy  plainly  was  to  pass  through  that 
state  to  Philadelphia,  and  urged  him  once  more  to  adopt 
some   proper   and    efficacious  means   for  calling  out   the 
strength  of  the  state  to  his  support,  and  to  its  own  defence ; 
without  great  reinforcements,  he  assured  him  it  would  be 
impossible  to  maintain  his  present  position  one  instant  after 
the  enemy  should  advance  upon  him.     But  it  was  not  in 

the 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  509 

the  power  of  the  governor  to  furnish  the  aid  required.     So  C^^J* 
much  of  the  lower  country  as  was  well  affected  was  over-        1776- 
awed  intirely  by  the  enemy ;  and  the  militia  of  Morris  and 
Sussex  turned  out  very  slowly  and  reluctantly. 

Here  again  he  urged  General  Lee  to  join  him.  After 
mentioning  the  advance. of  the  enemy,  who,  without  doubt, 
designed  to  press  on  to  Philadelphia,  he  said,  "  The  force  I 
have  with  me  is  infinitely  inferior  in  numbers,  and  such  as 
cannot  promise  or  give  the  least  successful  opposition.  I 
.must  entreat -you  to  hasten  your  march  as  much  as  possible, 
or  your  arrival  may  be  too  late  to  answer  any  valuable  pur- 
pose. I  can  neither  particularize  your  route,  nor  the  place 
to  Join  me:  in  these  you  must  be  governed  by  circum- 
stances, and  the  intelligence  you  receive  ;  let  the  former  be 
secure/' 

At  Brunswick,  the  troops  were  continued  in  motion,  for 
the  purpose  of  concealing  their  weakness,  and  retarding  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  by  creating  an  opinion  that  the 
Americans  meditated  an  attack  in  turn.  From  that  place, 
the  general  even  moved  some  men  towards  them,  as  if  in- 
tending offensive  operations,  and  he  continued  in  the  town 
till  they  were  actually  in  view ;  but,  as  the  advanced 
guards  showed  themselves  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
bridge,  he  marched  out  of  Brunswick,  and,  leaving  Lord 
Stirling  in  Princeton,  with  two  brigades  from  Virginia  and 
Delaware,  consisting  of  twelve  hundred  men,  to  watch  the 
enemy,  he  proceeded  himself,  with  the  residue  of  the  army, 
to  Trenton.     He  had   already   directed   the   boats  on  the 

Delaware, 
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<:2^ZiIJ'  -De'aware»  fr°m  Philadelphia  upwards,  for  seventy  miles, 
i?76.  t0  be  collected  and  guarded,  so  that  a  hope  might  be  rea- 
sonably entertained  that  the  progress  of  the  enemy  would 
be  stopped  at  this  river,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  rein- 
forcements might  arrive,  which  would  enable  him  to  dispute 
its  passage. 

Having,  with  great  labour,  transported  the  few  remaining 
military  stores  and  baggage  over  the  Delaware,  he  deter- 
mined to  remain,  as  long  as  possible,  with  the  small  force 
which  still  adhered  to  him,  on  the  north  side  of  that  river. 

General  The  army,  which,  under  the  command  of  General  Wash- 

Washington  re-  •/  »  *  %*««* 

jerU* lhrough  ington>  was  thus  pressed  slowly  through  the  Jerseys,  was 
aided  by  no  other  cavalry  than  a  small  corps  of  badly- 
mounted  Connecticut  militia,  commanded  by  Major  Shel- 
den,  and  was  almost  equally  destitute  of  artillery.  Its 
numbers  at  no  time  during  the  retreat  exceeded  four  thou- 
sand, and  was  now  reduced  to  less  than  three  thousand 
men,  of  whom  not  quite  one  thousand  were  militia,  belong- 
ing to  the  state  of  New  Jersey ;  and  even  of  his  regulars 
there  were  many  whose  terms  of  service  were  about  to  ex- 
pire. 

Nor  did  his  weakness,  in  point  of  numbers,  constitute 
the  only  embarrassment  of  his  situation.  His  regulars  were 
badly  armed,  worse  clad,  and  almost  without  tents,  blan- 
kets, or  utensils  for  dressing  their  provisions.  They  were 
composed  chiefly  of  the  garrison  drawn  from  Fort  Lee,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  evacuate  that  place  with  too  much 

precipitation 
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precipitation  to  bring  with  them  even  those  few  articles  for  CH-*p.vm. 
their  comfort  and  accommodation  with  which  they  had  been  jm* 
furnished.  He  found  himself  at  the  head  of  this  small 
band,  dispirited  by  their  losses  and  fatigues,  retreating 
almost  naked  and  bare-footed,  in  the  cold  of  November  and 
December,  before  a  numerous,  well-appointed,  and  vic- 
torious army,  through  a  desponding  country,  much  more 
disposed  to  secure  safety  by  submission  than  to  seek  it  by 
a  manly  resistance. 

In  this  crisis  of  American  affairs,  a  proclamation  was 
issued .  by  Lord  and  General  Howe,  as  commissioners  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  crown  for  restoring  peace  to 
America,  commanding  all  persons  assembled  in  arms  against 
His  Majesty's  government  to  disband  and  return  to  their 
homes;  and  all  civil  officers  to  desist  from  their  treasonable 
practices,  and  relinquish  their  usurped  authority.  A  full 
pardon  was  also  offered  to  every  person  who  would,  within 
sixty  days,  appear  before  certain  civil  or  military  officers  of 
the  crown,  and  claim  the  benefit  of  that  proclamation,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  testify  his  obedience  to  the  laws,  by  sub- 
scribing a  declaration  of  his  submission  to  the  royal  autho- 
rity. Copies  of  this  proclamation  were  immediately  dis- 
persed through  the  country ;  after  which,  numbers  flocked 
in  daily,  for  the  purpose  of  making  their  peace  and  obtain- 
ing protection.  The  contrast  between  the  splendid  appear- 
ance of  the  pursuing  army,  and  that  made  by  the  ragged 
Americans,  who  were  flying  before  them,  diminished  in 
numbers,  and  destitute  of  almost  every  necessary,  could  not 

fail 
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CI!^/Z!^'   ^a^  to  contribute  to  the  general  opinion,  that  the  contest 
1776        was  approaching  its  termination. 

Among  the  many  valuable  traits  in  the  character  of  Gene- 
ral  Washington,    was   that   unyielding    firmness    of   mind 
which  resisted  these  accumulated  circumstances  of  depres- 
sion, and  supported  him  under  them.     Undismayed  by  the 
dangers  which  surrounded  him,  he  did  not,  for  an  instant, 
relax  his  exertions,  nor  omit  any  thing  which  could  obstruct 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  or  ameliorate  his  own  condition. 
He  did  not  appear  to  despair  of  the  public   safety,  but 
struggled  against  adverse  fortune,  with  the  hope  of  yet  van- 
quishing the  difficulties  which  surrounded  him;  and  con- 
stantly   shewed    himself   to    his    harassed    and   enfeebled 
army,  with  a  serene  unembarrassed  countenance,  betraying 
no  fears  within  himself,  and  invigorating  and  inspiring  with 
confidence  the  bosoms  of  others.    To  this  unconquerable 
firmness  of  temper,   to  this  perfect  self-possession,  under 
the  most  desperate  circumstances,  is  America,  in  a  great 
degree,  indebted  for  her  independence. 

The  baggage  and  stores  were  immediately  removed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  sick  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia. Having  accomplished  this  object,  and  finding 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  still  continued  in  Brunswick,  he  de- 
tached twelve  hundred  men  to  Princeton,  in  the  hope,  that, 
by  appearing  to  advance  on  the  enemy,  he  might  not  only 
delay  their  progress,  but,  in  scime  degree,  cover  the  coun- 
try, and  reanimate  the  people  of  Jersey. 

A  part 
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A  part  of  this  short  respite  from  laborious  service  was  CJ^^J* 
devoted  to  the  predominant  wish  of  his  heart,  that  of  pre- 
paring, as  far  as  possible,  for  the  next  campaign,  by  im- 
pressing Sufficiently  on  Congress,  a  conviction  of  the  real 
caitses  which  had  produced  their  present  calamities-  How- 
ever the  human  mind  may  resist  the  clearest  theoretic  rea- 
soning, it  is  impossible  not  to  discern  radical  and  obvious 
errors,  while  smarting  under  their  destructive  consequences. 
The  abandonment  of  the  army  by  whole  regiments  of  thq 
flying  camp,  in  the  face  of  an  advancing  and  superior 
enemy ;  the  impracticability  of  calling  out  the  militia  of  Jer- 
sey and  Pennsylvania  in  sufficient  force  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  over-running  the  first  state,  and  from  entering  the 
latter,  had  not  other  causes  saved  it ;  were  practical  lessons, 
on  the  subjects  of  short  enlistments  and  a  reliance  on  mili- 
tia, which  could  not  fail  to  add  great  weight  to  the  remon- 
strances formerly  made  by  the  general  on  this  subject,  and 
which  he  now  repeated.. 

The  exertions  of  General  Miflin,  who  had  been  commis- 
sioned to  raise  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  though  they 
made  but  very  little  impression  on  the  state  at  large,  were 
attended  with  some  degree  of  success  in  Philadelphia.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,,  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  had  associated  for  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, and,  on  this  occasion,  fifteen  hundred  of  them  march- 
ed to  Trenton ;  and  a  German  battalion  was  alsa  ordered 
by  Congress  to  the  same  place.  On  receiving  this  reinforce- 
ment, amounting  to  about  two  thousand  men,  General 
Washington  commenced  his  march  to  Princeton ;  but,  be- 
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chap.  vui.  fore  }ie  cou\d  reach  that  place,  he  received  intelligence  that 
i7?6.  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  been  strongly  reinforced,  was 
now  rapidly  advancing  from  Brunswick,  by  different  routes, 
so  as  to  get  in  his  rear.  A  retreat  now  again  became  indis- 
pensable, and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  the  Dela- 
ware. 

He  crossed  that  river  on  the  eighth  of  December,  secured 
all  the  boats,  broke  down  the  bridges  on  the  roads  leading 
along  the  Jersey  shore,  and  posted  his  army  in  such  manner 
as  to  guard,  as  well  as  was  in  his  power,  the  different  fording 
places  over  which  it  was  practicable  for  the  enemy  to  pass. 
As  the  rear  guard  crossed  the  river,  the  van  of  the  British 
army  appeared  »in  sight-  Their  main  body  took  post  at 
Trenton,  and  detachments  were  placed  both  above  and 
below,  so  as  to  render  intircly  uncertain  the  place  at 
which  they  might  attempt  to  pass ;  while  small  parties, 
without  any  interruption  from  the  people  of  the  country, 
reconnoitred  the  Delaware  for  a  considerable  distance. 

Some  intelligence  had  been  received,  stating  the  enefny 
to  have  brought  boats  with  them.  Should  this  be  the  fact, 
•  the  river  was  so  completely  passable,  as  to  render  it  im- 
practicable, without  a  force  greatly  exceeding  that  possessed 
by  the  American  general,  to  prevent  their  crossing  it.  The 
course  of  the  Delaware,  from  Bordentown  below  Trenton, 
turns  westward,  and  forms  an  acute  angle,  with  its  course 
from  Philadelphia  to  that  place ;  so  that  the  enemy  might 
cross  a  considerable  distance  above,  and  be  not  much,  if 
any  further  from  the  metropolis,  than  the  American  army. 

In 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  615 

In  consequence  <^  this  state  of  things,  the  general  advised  (?*£F^?*J* 
that  lifces  of  defence  should  be  drawn  from  the  Schuylkill  m** 
about  the  Heights  of  Springatsbury,  eastward  to  the  Dela- 
ware, and  General  Putnam  was  ordered  to  superintend 
them ;  while  General  Miflin,  who  had  just  returned  to 
camp,  was  again  dispatched  to  Philadelphia,  to  take  charge 
of  the  numerous  stores  at  that  place. 

The  enemy  made  some  ineffectual  attempts,  which  were 
defeated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Americans,  to  seize  a  num- 
ber of  boats  guarded  by  Lord  Stirling  about  Coryell's  Ferry ; 
and,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  movements  down  the  river 
on  the  Jersey  shore,  they  repaired  the  bridges  three  or  four 
miles  below  Trenton,  which  had  been  broken  up  by  order 
of  General  Washington;  after  which  they  advanced  a  strong 
detachment  to  Bordentown,  so  as  to  create  the  impression 
that  they  intended  to  cross  at  the  same  time  above  and  be- 
low, and  either  proceed  in  two  columns  directly  to  Philadel- 
phia, or  completely  envelope  the  American  army.  To  coun- 
teract this  plan,  and  to  avoid  being  enclosed  in  the  angle  of 
the  river  at  Trenton,  the  galleys  were  stationed  so  as  to  give 
the  earliest  notice  of  any  movements  below,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  afford  their  aid  in  repelling  any  effort  to  cross  the  , 
river ;  while  the  American  general  made  such  a  disposition 
of  his  little  army,  as  to  guard  against  the  execution  of  what 
he  believed  to  be  the  enemy's  real  design,  which  was  to  ford 
the  river  above.  Fpur  brigades  under  the  Generals,  Lord 
Stirling,  Mercer,  Stephens,  and  De  Fermoy>  were  posted 
from  Yardly's  up  to  Coryell's,  in  such  manner  as  to  guard 
every  suspicious  part  of  the  river,  and  to  assist  each  other 
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cHAP.vrn.  in  case  0f  an  attack.  General  Irvine,  with  the  remnant  of 
m6m  the  flying  camp  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were  engaged  to  serve 
till  the  first  of  January,  and  some  Jersey  militia  under  Gene- 
ral Dickenson,  were  posted  from  Yardly's  down  to  the  ferry 
opposite  Bordentown.  Colonel  Cadwallader,  the  brother  of 
the  gentleman  taken  in  Fort  Washington,  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia,  occupied  the  ground  above  and  below  the 
mouth  of  Nishameny  River,  as  far  down  as  Dunk's  Ferry,  at 
which  place  Colonel  Nixon  was  posted  with  the  third  Phila- 
delphia battalion.  The  artillery  was  apportioned  among  the 
brigades,  and  small  redoubts  were  thrown  up  at  every  place 
where  it  was  possible  to  ford  the  river.  Precise  orders  were 
given  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  detachment,  mark- 
ing out,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  conduct  he  should  observe 
in  the  events  which  might  happen,  directing  his  route  in 
case  of  being  driven  from  his  post,  and  the  passes  he  should 
endeavour  to  defend  on  his  way  to  the  high  grounds  of  Ger- 
"  man  Town,  where  the  army  was  to  rendezvous,  if  driven  by 
the  enemy  from  the  river. 

Having  made  this  arrangement  of  his  troops,  he  waited  in 
the  anxious  hope  of  receiving  reinforcements ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  watched  every  motion  of  the  enemy  with  the 
utmost  vigilance,  used  all  the  meaos  he  could  devise  to 
obtain  intelligence,  and  daily  sent  out  parties  over  the  river 
to  harass  the  enemy,  to  make  prisoners,  and  to  observe  their 
situation. 

The  utmost  exertions  were  made,  by  the  civil  authority, 
to  raise  the  militia.     Expresses  were  sent  through  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  governments  chap.viii. 
of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  urging  them  to  march  without  1775 
delay,  to  join  the  army.  General  Miflin  was  directed  "  to 
repair  immediately  to  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  en* 
deavour,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power,  to  rouse  and  bring 
in  the  militia  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia ;"  Congress 
also  declared,  "  that  they  deemed  it  of  great  importance 
to  the  general  safety,,  that  General  Miflin  should  make  a 
progress  through  the  several  counties  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  rouse  the  freemen  thereof  to  the  immediate 
defence  of  the  city  and  country : "  and  they  resolved,  "  that 
the  Assembly  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their 
body  to  make  the  tour  with  him,  and  assist  in  this  good  and 
necessary  work."  * 

In  the  hope  that  the  militia  might  be  prevailed  on  to  fur- 
nish more  effectual  aid,  so  as  to  enable  him  even  to  act 
offensively,  if  they  saw  a  large  regular*  army  to  which  they 
might  attach  themselves,  the  Commander  in  chief  had  di- 
rected General  Gates  to  march  with  the  regulars  from  the 
northern  army ;  and,  ita  the  confidence  that,  if  any  move- 
ments should  be  made  by  the  enemy  against  the  Highlands, 
the  New  England  militia  might  be  depended  on  to  supply 
the  places  of  the  troops  now  stationed  at  those  posts,  Gene- 
ral Heath  was  also  ordered  from  PeckskilU 


#  General  Armstrong,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  at  the  same. time  sent,  by  Ge- 
neral Washington,  into  that  part  of  the  state  where  he  possessed  most  influ- 
ence, to  encourage  the  recruiting  service,  and  favour  the  attempt  of  raising 
the  militia. 

Although 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


1774. 


December  13* 

Capture  of 
General  Lee. 


Although  General  Lee  had  been  repeatedly  urged,  in  the 
most  pressing  manner,  to  join  the  Commander  in  chief,  he 
proceeded  slowly  in  the  execution  of  these  orders,  manifest* 
ing  a  strong  disposition  to  retain  his  separate  command,  and 
rather  to  hang  on,  and  threaten  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  than 
strengthen  the  army  in  their  front.     With  this  view,  he  pro* 
posed  establishing  himself  at  Morristown ;  but,  on  receiving 
a  letter  from  General  Washington,  stating  his  disapproba- 
tion of   this  plan,   which,  though  proper  in   itself,  under 
other  circumstances,  was  now  totally  inadmissible,  as  the 
army,  without  this  reinforcement,  was  not  strong  enough  to 
stop  the  march  of  the  enemy  to  Philadelphia,  and  pressing 
him  to  come  on,  he  still  declared  an  opinion  in  favour  of 
his  own  proposition,  and  proceeded  reluctantly  towards  the 
Delaware.     While  on  this  march  through  Morris  county , 
and  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  miles  from  the  enemy, 
he  very  indiscreetly  quartered,  under  a  slight  gu^rd,  in  a 
house  about  three  miles  from  his  army.    Information  of  this 
circumstance  was  given,  by  a  countryman,  to  Colonel  Har» 
court,  at  that  time  detached,  with  a  body  of  cavalry,  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  intelligence  conceruing  his  move* 
ments,  who  immediately  formed  and  executed  the  design 
of  seizing  him.     By  a  rapid  march,   this  corps  of  cavalry, 
very  early  in  the  morning,  reached  the  house  where  the 
general  had  lodged,  who  received  no  intimation  of  its  ap~ 
proach  till  the  house  was  surrounded  and  he  found  himself 
a  prisoner  to  Colonel  Harcourt,  who  bore  him  off  in  triumph 
to  the  British  army,  where  he  was  for  some  time  treated,  not 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  deserter  from  the  British 
service. 

This 
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This  misfortune  made  a  very  serious  impression  on  all  c^f^^,L 
America.  The  confidence  originally  placed  in  General  Lee,  im 
created  by  his  experience  and  real  talents,  had  been  very 
greatly  increased*  by  the  success  which  had  attended  him 
while  commanding  in  the  southern  department.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  it  was  generally  believed  that  his  opinions, 
during  the  military  operations  in  New  York,  had  contribu- 
ted to  the  adoption  of  those  judicious  movements  which 
had,  in  a  great  measure,  defeated  the  plans  of  the  enemy  in 
that  quarter.  It  was  also  believed,  but  without  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  he  had  opposed  the  majority,  in  .  . 
the  council  of  war,  which  determined  to  maintain  the  Forts 
Washington  and  Lee.  .No  officer,  except  the  Commander 
in  chief,  possessed  at  that  time  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
„  confidence  either  of  the  army  or  of  the  country ;  and  this 
loss  was  almost  universally  bewailed  as  the  greatest  calamity 
which  had  befallen  the  American  arms.  It  was  regretted 
by  no  person  more  than  by  General  Washington  himself, 
who  highly  esteemed  his  merit  as  a  soldier,  and  sincerely 
lamented  his  captivity,  both  on  account  of  his  personal  feel- 
ings, and  of  the  public  interest. 

General  Sullivan,  on  whom  the  command  of  that  division 
of  the  army  devolved,  after  the  capture  of  Lee,  promptly 
obeyed  the  orders  which  had  been  directed  to  that  officer, 
and,  crossing  the  Delaware  at  Philipsburg,  joined  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  about  the  twentieth,  whose  effective  force 
was  now  increased  to  nearly  seven  thousand  men.  He  was 
also  joined  on  the  same  day  by  General  Gates,  with  a  part 
of  tlie  northern  army. 

All 
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C^^J-  AH  attempts  of  the  British  general  to  get  possession  of 
1776.  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  his  army  over  the 
Delaware,  having  failed,  he  appeared  to  have  determined 
to  close  the  campaign,  and  to  retire  into  winter  quarters... 
About  four  thousand  men  were  cantoned  on  the  Delaware, 
at  Trenton,  Bordentown,  the  White  Horse,  and  Burlington ; 
and  the  remaining  part  of  the  army  of  Jersey  was  distribu- 
ted from  that  river  to  the  Hackensac*.  Strong  corps  were 
posted  at  Princeton,  Brunswick,  and  Elizabeth  Town ;  but 
General  Washington  apprehended,  that  the  intention  of 
taking  Philadelphia,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  was  only 
postponed  till  the  ice  should  become  sufficiently  firm  to» 
bear  the  army. 

To  intimidate  as.  much  as  possible,  and  thereby  impede 
the  recruiting  business,  was  believed  to  have  been  no  incon- 
siderable inducement,  with  General  Howe,  for  covering  with 
his  army  so  large  a  portion  of  Jersey.  To  counteract  his. 
views  in  this  respect,  was  an  object  of  real  importance. 
For  that  purpose,  General  Washington  ordered  three  regi- 
ments, who  were  marching  from  Peckskill,  to  halt  at  Mor- 
ristown,  and  to  unite  with  about  eight  hundred  Jersey  mili- 
tia, who  had  collected,  under  Colonel  Fard,  at  the  same 
place.  General  Maxwell  was  detached  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  these  troops,  with  orders  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  endeavour  to  harass  them  in  their 
marches ;  to  give  intelligence  of  all  their  movements,  and 
especially  of  such  as  might  be  made  from  Brunswick  to- 
wards Princeton  or  Trenton ;  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the 
militia,  and,  as  much  as  possible,  prevent  the  inhabitants 

from 
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from  going  within  the  British  lines,  making  their  submis-  c^^\ 
sion,  and  taking  protections. 

The  short  interval,  between  the  enemy's  going  itito  winter 
quarters  and  the  re-commencement  of  active  operations, 
was  employed  by  General  Washington  in  repeating  the  re- 
presentations he  had  so  often  made  to  Congress,  respecting 
the  army  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  The  extreme  dangers 
resulting  from  short  enlistments,  and  of  relying  on  militia, 
had  now  been  fully  exemplified  ;  and  his  remonstrances  on 
that  subject  were  supported  by  that  severe  experience 
which  improves  while  it  chastises.  He  had  sensibly  felt,  in 
the  course  of  the  campaign,  his  want  of  cavalry,  of  artil- 
lery, and  of  engineers ;  he  had  before  stated  to  Congress 
his  ideas  on  these  important  subjects,  and  he  now  re-urged 
them  to  that  body.  He  was,  likewise,  earnest  with  them  to 
increase  the  number  of  continental  regiments.  It  was  ad- 
mitted, that  those  already  voted  would  most  probably  not 
be  completed  ;  but  he  contended,  that,  by  directing  an  ad- 
ditional number,  and  appointing  other  officers,  more  men 
would  be  enlisted,  as  every  officer  would  recruit  a  few. 
With  respect  to  the  additional  expense  to  be  incurred  by 
the  measures  he  recommended,  it  was  observed,  "  that  our 
funds  were  not  the  only  object  now  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration. The  enemy,  it  was  found,  were  daily  gathering 
strength  from  the  disaffected.  This  strength,  -like  a  snow- 
ball, would  increase  by  rolling,  unless  some  means  could  be 
devised  to  check  effectually  the  progress  of  their  arms.  Mi- 
litia might,  possibly,  do  it  for  a  short  time,  but  in  a  short 
time  also  the  militia,  of  those  states  which  were  frequently 
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™^-^™'  called  upon,  would  not  turn  out  at  all,  or  would  turn  out 
1776,       with  so  much  reluctance  and  sloth,  as  to  amount  to  the 
same  thing.     Instance  New  Jersey.    Witness  Pennsylvania ! 
Could  any  thing  but  the  River  Delaware  have  saved  Phila- 
delphia ? " 

"  Could  any  thing,"  he  asked,  "  be  more  destructive  of 
the  recruiting  business,  than  giving  ten  dollars  bounty  for 
six  weeks  service  in  the  militia,  who  come  in  you  cannot 
tell  how,  go  you  cannot  tell  when,  and  act  you  cannot 
tell  where;  who  consume  your  provisions,  exhaust  your 
stores,  and  leave  you,  at  last,  in  a  critical  moment  ?" 

"  These,  Sir/'  he  added,  "  are  the  men  I,  am  to  depend 
upon  ten  days  hence.  This  is  the  basis  upon  which  j^our 
cause  will  rest,  and  must  for  ever  depend,  till  you  obtain  a 
large  standing  army,  sufficient  of  itself  to  oppose  the 
enemy ." 

He  also  hinted  the  idea,  extremely  delicate  in  itself,  of... 
enlarging  his  powers,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  act  without 
Constant  applications  to  Congress  for  their  sanction  of  mea- 
sures, the  immediate  adoption  of  which  was  essential  to 
the  public  interests.  "  This  might,"  he  said,  "  be  termed 
an  application  for  powers  too  dangerous  to  be  in  trusted- 
He  could  only  answer,  that  desperate  diseases  required 
desperate  remedies.  He  could,  with  truth,  declare,  that  he 
felt  no  lust  of  power,  but  wished,  with  as  much  fervency 
As  any  man  upon  this  wide  extended  continent,  for  an  op- 
portunity of  turning   the  sword  into  a  ploughshare :   but, 

his 
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his  feelings  as  an  officer  and  as  a  man  had  been  such,  as  to   C^^J0 
force  him  to  say,  that  no  person  ever  had  a  greater  choice       W6# 
of  difficulties  to  contend  with  than  himself/' 

After  stating  several  measures  he  had  adopted,  not  within 
the  powers  conferred  on  him  by  Congress,  and  urging  many 
ether  necessary  .arrangements,  he  added,  "  It  may  be  thought 
lam  going  a  good  deal  out  of  the  line  of  jny  duty,  to  adopt 
these  measures,  or  advise  thus  freely :  a  character  to  lose, 
an  estate  to  forfeit,  the  inestimable  blessings  of  liberty  a*t 
stake,  and  a  life  devoted,  must  be  my  excuse." 

The  present  aspect  of  their  affairs  was  extremely  unfa* 
vourable  to  the  United  States.  The  existing  army,  except 
a  few  regiments  from  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland* 
and  New  York,  affording  an  effective  force  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  men,  was  to  be  dissolved  in  a  very  few  days.  New 
Jersey  had,  in  a  great  measure,  submitted  to  the  enemy. 
The  militia  of  Pennsylvania  had  not  turned  out  with  the 
alacrity  expected  from  them.  General  Howe  would,  most 
probably,  avail  himself  of  the  ice,  which  was  now  to  be 
expected,  and  of  the  dissolution  of  the  American  army,  to 
pass  the  Delaware  and  seize  Philadelphia.  This  event 
was  greatly  dreaded,  not  only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic 
importance  at  any  time,  but  its  peculiar  importance  at 
this  juncture,  when  that  army  was  to  be  recruited,  on 
which  the  future  hopes  of  America  were  to  rest,  and  which 
was  to  decide  her  destiny.  It  was  greatly  feared,  and  with 
much  reason,  that  this  event  would  make  so  unfavourable 
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an  impression  on  the  public  mind,  as  to  deter  the  American 
youth  from  engaging  in  a  contest  becoming  so  desperate. 

Impelled  by  these  considerations,  and  by  that  enterprising 
disposition  which  he  possessed  in  a  very  great  degree,  Gene- 
ral Washington  no  sooner  perceived  the  dispersed  situation 
of  the  enemy,  than  he  meditated  a  blow  which  might  re- 
trieve the  affairs  of  America  in  the  public  opinion,  and  re- 
cover the  ground  which  had  been  lost^ 

He  formed  the  daring  plan  of  attacking,  at  the  same  in- 
stant, all  the  British  posts  on  the  Delaware.  If  successful 
in  all  or  any  of  these  attacks,  he  hoped  to  wipe  off  the  ill 
impressions  made  by  his  losses  and  by  his  retreat,  and  to 
compel  the  enemy  to  compress  himself  in  such  a  manner 
as  no  longer  to  cover  the  Jerseys,  while  he  should,  at  the 
same  time,  relieve  Philadelphia  from  the  immediate  and 
imminent  danger  with  which  it  was  now  threatened^ 

The  position  he  had  taken,  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
river  by  the  enemy,  was  precisely  calculated  to  favour  his 
present  scheme  of  offensive  operations- 
Most  of  his  regulars  were  posted  above  Trenton,  from 
Yardly's  up  to  Coryell's  Ferry.  General  Irvine,  with  the 
Pennsylvania  flying  camp  and  Jersey  militia,  extended  from 
Yardly's  to  the  ferry  opposite  Bordentown;  and  General 
Cad  wall  ad  er,  with  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  lay  still  lower 
down  the  river. 

The 
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The  plan  now  formed  was  to  cross  in  the  night  at  M'Kon-  CHAP  VIIL 
key's  Ferry,    about   nine   miles   above   Trenton,  to   march        1776 
clown  in  two  divisions,  the  one  taking  the  River  Road,  and  wG?eral 

©  '  Washington 

the  other  the  Pennington  Road,  both  of  which  lead  into  the  £J^     De" 

town ;  the  one  at  the  upper  or  west  end,  and  the  other  at 

its  back,  and  towards  the  north.     This  part  of  the  plan  was^ 

to  be  executed  by  the  general  in  person,  at  the  head  of 

about  two  thousand  four  hundred  continental  troops.     It 

was  supposed  very  practicable  to  pass  them  over  the  river 

by  twelve  o'clock,  so  that  sufficient  time  would  be  allowed- 

to  reach  their  point  of  destination  by  five  in  the  morning  of 

the  next  day,  when  the  attack  was  to  be  made.     General 

Irvine  was   directed   to   cross   at   the   Trenton  Ferry,  and 

secure  the  bridge  below  the  town,,  so  as   to   prevent   the 

escape  of  any  part  of  the  enemy  by  that  road.     General 

Cadwallader  was  to  cross  over  at  Bristol,  and  carry  the  post 

at  Burlington.     It  had  been  in  contemplation  to  unite  the     Danger  of 

°  Philadelphia. 

troops,  employed  in  fortifying  Philadelphia,  to  those  at 
Bristol,  and  to  place  the  whole  under  General  Putnam; 
but  there  were  such  indications  in  that  city,  of  an  insurrec- 
tion to  favour  the  royal  cause,  that  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to 
withdraw  them.  The  cold  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth 
was  very  severe ;  a  mingled  snow,  hail,  and  rain,  fell  in 
great  quantities,  and  so  much  ice  was  formed  in  the  river, 
that,  with  the  utmost  possible  exertions,  the  troops,  with  the 
artillery,  could  not  be  got  over  till  three  o'clock,  and  it  was 
near  four  before  the  line  of  march  could  be  taken  up.  As 
the  distance  to  Trenton,  both  by  the  River  and  Pennington 
Roads  is  nearly  the  same,  it  was  supposed  that  each  divi- 
sion of  the  army  would  reach  its  object  about  the  same 

time, 
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c^i'™%  time,  and  therefore  orders  were  given  to  attack  at  the  first 
t776m       moment  of  arrival ;  and,  after  driving  in  the  out-guards,  to 
press  rapidly  after  them  into  the  town,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
.  main  body  of  the  enemy  from  forming. 

ji^r  °f  General   Washington    himself   accompanied    the   upper 

division,  and  arrived  at  the  out-post  on  that  road  precisely 
at  eight  o'clock.  He  immediately  drove  it  in,  and  in  three 
minutes  heard  the  fire  from  the  division  which  had  taken 
the  River  Road.  The  piquet-guard  kept  up  a  fire  from 
behind  houses  as  they  retreated,  but  the  Americans  follow- 
ed them  with  such  ardour  and  rapidity,  that  they  could 
make  no  stand.  Colonel  Rawle,  a  very  gallant  officer,  who 
commanded  in  Trenton,  paraded  his  men,  in  order  to  meet 
the  assailants.  In  the  very  commencement  of  the  action,  he 
was  mortally  wounded ;  and  his  troops,  in  apparent  con- 
fusion, attempted  to  file  off  from  the  right,  and  gain  the 
road  to  Princeton.  Perceiving  this,  General  Washington 
threw  a  detachment  in  their  front,  which  intercepted  them 
in  the  attempt,  and  advanced  rapidly  on  them.  Finding 
themselves  surrounded,  and  their  artillery  already  seized, 
they  laid  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  prisoners  of 
war. 

Unfortunately,  the  quantity  of  ice  had  rendered  it  im- 
practicable for  General  Irvine  to  execute  that  part  of  the 
plan  which  had  been  allotted  to  him.  With  his  utmost 
efforts  he  could  not  cross  the  river.  In  consequence  of  this 
circumstance,  the  lower  road  towards  Bordentown  remained 
open.  A  part  of  the  enemy,  about  five  hundred  men,  sta- 
tioned 
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faoned  in  the  lower  end  of  Trenton,  availed  themselves  chap-vui. 
of  this  circumstance,  and,  crossing  the  bridge  in  the  com-  1776b 
mencement  of  the  action,  marched  down  the  river  to 
Bbrdentown.  The  same  cause  prevented  General  Cad- 
wallader  from  attacking  the  post  at  Burlington.  With  in- 
finite difficulty,  he  got  over  a  part  of  his  infantry ;  but, 
finding  it  absolutely  impracticable  to  cross  with  the  artillery, 
his  infantry  returned. 

Though  this  plan  failed  in  so  many  of  its  parts,  in 
consequence  of  the  extreme  severity  of  the  night,  the 
success  which  attended  that  part  of  it  executed  by  Gene- 
ral Washington  in  person,  was,  complete,  and  was  followed 
by  the  happiest  effects.  About  twenty  of  the  eiiemy 
were  killed,  and  nine  hundred  and  nine,  including  offi- 
cers, laid  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners.  Others  were  afterwards  found  concealed  in 
houses,  so  as  to  increase  the  number^  to  about  one  thou- 
sand. Six  field-pieces  and  a  thousand  stand  of  small  arms 
were  also  taken.  On  the  part  of  the  Americans,  two  pri- 
vates were  killed,  two  frozen  to  death,  and  one  officer  and 
three  or  four  privates  wounded. 

Had  it  been  practicable  for  the  divisions  under  Generals 
Irvine  and  Cadwallader  to  have  crossed  the  river,  it  was 
intended  to.  have  proceeded  from  Trenton  to  the  posts- 
below,  at  and  about  Borden  to  wn ;  to  have  in  tirely  swept 
the  enemy  from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  to  have 
maintained  a  position  in  the  Jerseys.  But  finding  those 
parts  of  the  plan  to  have  in  tirely  failed,  and  supposing  the 
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enemy  to  remain  in  force  below,  while  a  strong  corps  was 
posted  at  Princeton,  it  was  thought  unadvisable  to  hazard 
the  loss  of  the  very  important  advantage  already  gained, 
by  attempting  to  increase  it ;  and  General  Washington  re- 
crossed  the  river,  with  his  prisoners  and  the  military  stores 
he  had  taken.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baylor,  his  aid-de-camp, 
who  carried  the  intelligence  of  this  success  to  Congress,  was 
presented  with  a  horse,  completely  caparisoned  for  ser- 
vice, and  recommended  to  be  appointed  to  the  command  of 
a  regiment  of  cavalry. 

Nothing  could  surpass  the  astonishment  of  the  enemy 
at  this  unexpected  display  of  vigour  on  the  part  of  the 
American  general.  His  condition,  and  that  of  his  country, 
had  been  thought  desperate.  He  had  been  deserted  by  all 
the  troops  having  a  legal  right  to  leave  him.  The  regi- 
ments ordered  from  Ticonderoga  had  melted  away,  on  re- 
turning to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  country  in  which  they 
had  been  raised ;  and  of  his  remaining  regulars,  nearly  two- 
thirds  would  be  entitled  to  their  discharge  on  the  first  day 
of  January.  There  appeared  no  probability  of  prevailing  on 
them  to  continue  longer  in  the  service,  and  the  recruiting 
business  was  absolutely  at  an  end.  The  spirits  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  people  were  sunk  to  the  lowest  point  of 
depression.  New  Jersey  appeared  to  be  completely  sub- 
dued, and  some  of  the  best  judges  of  the  public  seutiment 
were  of  opinion,  that  immense  numbers  in  Pennsylvania 
also  were  determined  not  to  permit  the  sixty  days,  allowed 
in  the  proclamation  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe,  to 
elapse,  without  availing  themselves  of  the  pardon  it  "held 
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forth  to  them.  Instead  of  offensive  operations,  the  total  C"^^J: 
dispersion  of  the  small  remnant  of  the  American  army  m6 
might  well  be  looked  for,  since  it  would  be  rendered  too 
feeble,  by  the  discharge  of  those  engaged  only  till  the  last 
day  of  December,  to  attempt  any  longer  a  defence  of  the 
Delaware ;  which  would,  by  that  time,  in  all  probability,  be 
every  where  passable  on  the  ice.  While  every  appearance 
supported  these  opinions,*  and  the"  British  general, ;  without 
being  sanguine,  mi^ht  well  have  considered  the  war  as  ap- 
proaching its  termination,  this  bold  and  fortunate  enter- 
prise announced  to  him,  that  he  had  to  contend  with  an 
adversary  who  could  never  cease  to  be  formidable,  so  long 
as  the  possibility  of  resistance  remained.  Finding  the  con- 
quest of  America  further  removed  than  had  been  supposed, 
he  determined,  though  in  the  depth  of  winter,  to  recom- 
mence active  operations;  and  Lord  Cornwall  is,  who  had 
retired,  to  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  for  Eu- 
rope, suspended  his  departure,  and  Teturned  to  the  Jerseys 
in  great  force,  for  the  purpose  of  regaining  the  ground  that 
had  been  lost. 

Meanwhile,  Count  Donop,  who  commanded  the  troops 
now  posted  below  Trenton,  and  was  himself  at  Burlington, 
on  hearing  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  Colonel  Rawlc, 
immediately  commenced  his  retreat  by  the  road  leading  to 
Amboy,  and  joined  General  Leslie  at  Princeton.  The  next 
day  General  Cadwallader  crossed  over  and  took  post  on  the 
Jersey  shore.  He  was  ordered  to  harass  the  enemy  if  he 
could  do  so  safely,  but  to  put  nothing  to  the  hazard 
till  he  should  be  joined  by  the  continental  battalions,  who 
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were  allowed  a  day  or  two  of  repose,  after  the  fatigues  of 
the  enterprise  against  Trenton.  General  Mitlin  now  joined 
General  Irvine,  with  a  detachment  of  Pennsylvania  militia» 
amounting  to  about  fifteen  hundred  men ;  and  those  troopa 
were  also  ordered  to  cross  the  Delaware. 

The  General  once  more  finding  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
force  with  which  it  was  practicable  to  attempt  something* 
resolved  not  to  remain  inactive.  Inferior  as  he  was  to  the 
enemy,  he  yet  determined  to  employ  the  wiqter,  in 
endeavouring  to  recover  the  whole,  or  a  great  part  of 
Jersey. 

With  this  view,  he  ordered  General  Heath,  who  was  sta- 
tioned at  Peckskill  for  the  defence  of  the  Highlands,  on  the 
North  River,  to  leave  a  small  detachment  of  troops  at  that 
place,  and  with  the  main  body  of  New  England  militia,  to 
move  into  Jersey,  and  approach  the  cantonments  of  the 
enemy  on  that  side.  General  Maxwell  wa$  ordered  to  col-* 
lect  as  many  militia  as  possible,  to  harass  their  flank  and 
rear,  and  to  attack  their  out-posts,  when  any  favourable  oc- 
casion should  present  itself.  Having  wade  these  disposi- 
tions, he  again  crossed  the  Delaware,  himself,  with  his  con  . 
tinental  regiments,  and  once  more  took  post  at  Trenton. 
Here  he  exerted  all  his  influence  to  prevail  on  the  troops, 
from.  New  England*  wbpse  tenns,  of  service  expired  on  the 
last  day  of  December,  to  continue  during  the  present  exi- 
gency ;  and  with  iotfUuta  difficulty,  added  to  a  bounty  of  tea 
dolors,  many  of  them  were  induced  to  re-engage  few  six 
weeks. 

The 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON,  531 

The  enemy  were  now  collected  in  force  at  Princeton,  chapviu. 
under  Lord  Cofnwallis,  Where  some  works  were  thrown  up ;       im- 
and,  from  their  advancing  a  strong  corps  towards*  Trenton,  J*auary  1# 
as  well  as  from  their  knowledge  that  the  continental  troops 
from  New  England  were  now  entitled  to  be  discharged, 
and  from  some  private  intelligence,  it  was  expected  they 
would  attack  that  place. 

Generals  Miflin  and  Cadwallader,  who  lay  at  Bordentown 
and  Croswix,  with  three  thousand  six  hundred  militia,  were 
ordered  to  march  up  in  the  night  of  the  first  of  January,  to 
join  the  Commander  in  chief,  whose  whole  effective  force* 
with  this  addition,  did  not  exceed  five  thousand  men. 

As  had  been  expected,  the  enemy  advanced  upon  them  B«ttieof 
the  next  morning,  and,  after  some  slight  skirmishing,  with 
troops  detached  to  Maidenhead  to  harass  and  delay  their 
march,  the  van  of  their  army  reached  Trenton  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  while  their  rear  was  at  Maiden- 
head, about  half  way  between  Princeton  and  Trenton. 
On  their  approach,  General  Washington  retired  across 
the  Assumpinck,  a  creek  which  runs  through  the  town, 
behind  which  he  drew  up  his  army.  The  enemy  attempted 
to  cross  this  creek  at  several  places,  but  finding  all  the 
fords  guarded,  they  halted,  and  kindled  their  fires. 
The  American  troops  kindled  their  fires,  likewise,  and  a 
cannonade,  which  had  commenced  on  their  first  appearance, 
was  kept  up  on  both  sides  till  dark. 

The  situation  of  General  Washington  was  now  again  ex- 
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tremely  critical.     If  he  maintained  his  present  position,  it 
was  certain  that  he  should  be  attacked,  next  morning,  by  a 
force  in  all  respects  superior  to  his  own ;  and  the  result 
would  most  probably  be,  the  destruction  of  his  little  army. 
If  he  should  retreat  over  the  Delaware,  the  passage  of  that 
river  was  now  so  difficult,  being  filled  with  ice,  which,  in 
♦  consequence  of  a  few  mild  and  foggy  days,  was  not  firm 
enough  to  march  upon,  that  a  considerable  loss,  perhaps  a 
total  defeat,  would  be  sustained ;  and,  in  any  event,  the  Jer- 
seys would  once  more  be  intirely  in  possession  of  the  ene- 
my; the  public  mind  would  again  be  depressed,  and  re- 
cruiting discouraged,  by  his  apparent  inferiority ;  and  Phi- 
ladelphia would   once  more  he  in  the  grasp  of  General 
Howe.     It  was  obvious  that  the  one  event  or  the  other 
would  deduct  very  greatly  from  the  advantages  promised 
from  his  late  success  ;  and,  if  it  did  not  render  the  Ameri- 
can cause  absolutely  desperate,  would  very  essentially  in- 
jure it. 

In  this  state  of  things,  he  formed  the  bold  and  judicious 
design  of  abandoning  the  Delaware,  and  marching  silently 
in  the  night,  by  a  circuitous  route,  along  the  left  flank  of 
the  enemy,  into  their  rear  at  Princeton,  where  he  knew  they 
could  not  be  very  strong.  After  beating  them  there,  it  was 
his  intention  to  make  a  rapid  movement  to  Brunswick, 
where  their  baggage  and  principal  magazines  lay  under  a 
weak  guard.  He  had  sanguine  expectations  that  this  ma- 
noeuvre would  call  the  attention  of  the  British  general  to 
his  own  defence,  in  which  event,  very  great  objects  would 
be  accomplished  ;  Philadelphia  would  be  saved  for  the  pre- 
sent ; 
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sent ;  great  part  of  Jersey  recovered  ;  and  not  only  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  retreat  avoided,  but  the  public  mind  encou- 
raged by  active  and  offensive  operations.  If  he  should 
even  be  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  and,  contrary  to 
every  calculation,  Lord  Cornwall  is  should  proceed  to  Phila- 
delphia, nothing  worse  could  happen,  in  that  quarter,  than 
must  happen  should  the  American  army  be  driven  before 
him  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  lessen  that  calamity, 
by  expelling  the  enemy  completely  from  Jersey,  and  cut- 
ting up  all  their  parties  in  that  state  by  detail. 

The  council  of  war  approved  the  plan,  and  preparations 
were  immediately  made  for  its  execution.  The  baggage,  as 
soon  as  it  was  dark,  was  removed  silently  to  Burlington ; 
and  about  one  o'clock,  after  renewing  their  fires,  and  leav- 
ing their  guards,  at  the  bridge  and  other  passes  over  the 
creek  which  runs  through  Trenton,  to  go  the  rounds  as 
usual,  they  decamped  with  perfect  secresy,  and  took  a  cir- 
cuitous route  through  Allen's  Town  to  Princeton.  At  the 
latter  place,  three  British  regiments  had  encamped  the  pre- 
ceding night,  two  of  which  commenced  their  march  early 
in  the  morning,  to  join  the  rear  of  their  army  at  Maiden- 
head. About  sun-rise,*  they  fell  in  with  the  van  of  the 
Americans,  conducted  by  General  Mercer,  and  a  very  sharp 
action  ensued,   which,  however,  was  not  of  long  duration. 


*  The  march  of  the  enemy  had  been  rendered  much  more  expeditious  than 
it  could  otherwise  have  been,  by  a  fortunate  change  of  weather.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  second,  it  became  excessively  cold>  and  the  roads,  which  had  become 
soft,  were  rendered  as  hard  as  pavement, 
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CJ!^ZIIJ'  ^he  militia,  of  which  the  advanced  party  was  principally 
im-  composed,  soon  gave  way,  and  the  few  regulars  attached  to 
them  were  not  strong  enough  to  maintain  their  ground. 
General  Mercer  was  mortally  wounded,  while  gallantly  ex- 
erting himself  to  rally  his  broken  troops,  and  the  van  was 
intirely  routed.  But  the  fortune  of  the  day  was  soon 
changed.  The  main  body  of  the  army,  led  by  General 
Washington  in  person,  followed  close  in  the  rear,  and  at- 
tacked the  enemy  with  great  spirit.  Persuaded  that  defeat 
would  irretrievably  ruin  the  affairs  of  America,  he  advanced 
in  the  very  front  of  danger,  and  exposed  himself  to  the  hot- 
test fire  of  the  enemy.  He  was  also  well  supported  by  the 
same  troops  who  had,  a  few  days  before,  saved  their  country 
at  Trenton ;  so  that  the  British,  in  turn,  were  compelled  to  give 
way.  Their  line  was  broken,  and  the  two  regiments  sepa- 
rated from  each  other.  Colonel  Mawhood,  who  commanded 
that  in  front,  forced  his  way  through  a  part  of  the  American 
troops,  and  reached  Maidenhead.  The  fifty-fifth  regiment, 
which  was  in  the  rear,  retreated,  by  the  way  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, to  Brunswick.  The  vicinity  of  the  British  forces  at 
Maidenhead  secured  Colonel  Mawhood  from  being  pursued, 
and  General  Washington  pressed  forward  to  Princeton.  The 
regiment  remaining  in  that  place  saved  itself,  without  ha- 
ving sustained  much  loss,  by  a  precipitate  retreat  to  Bruns- 
wick. 

In  this  action,  upwards  of  one  hundred  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  nearly  three  hundred  were 
taken  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  Americans,  in  killed,  was 
somewhat  less,  but  in  this  number  was  included  General 
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Mercer,  a  very  valuable  officer,  from  Virginia,  who  had  charvto. 
served  with  the  Commander  in  chief  in  the  war  against  the  17rr- 
French  and  Indians,  which  terminated  in  1763,  and  was 
greatly  esteemed  by  him.  Colonels  Haslett  and  Potter,  two 
brave  and  excellent  officers,  from  Delaware  and  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  Captain  Neal,  of  the  artillery ;  Captain  Fleming,  who 
on  that  day  commanded  the  seventh  Virginia  regiment ;  and 
five  other  valuable  officers  ;  were  also  among  the  slain. 

On  the  appearance  of  day  light,  Lord  Cornwallis  disco- 
vered that  the  xlmerican  army  had  moved  off  in  the  night, 
and  immediately  conceived  the  whole  plan  which  had  been 
formed  by  Washington.  He  was  under  extreme  apprehen- 
sions for  Brunswick,  where  magazines  of  great  value  had 
been  collected,  and  where,  it  has  been  understood,  the  mili- 
tary chest,  containing  about  seventy  thousand  pounds,  was 
deposited.  Breaking  up  his  camp,  he  commenced  a  rapid 
march  to  that  place,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  it  protec- 
tion ;  and  was  close  in  the  rear  of  the  American  army,  be- 
fore it  could  leave  Princeton. 

General  Washington  now  again  found  himself  in  a  very 
perilous  situation.  His  small  army  was  exhausted  with  ex- 
treme fatigue.  His  troops  bad  been  without  sleepy  all  of 
them  one  night*  and  some  of  them  two.  They  were  with*- 
out  blankets ;  many  of  them  bare-footed,  and  otherwise 
very  thinly  clad.  He  was  closely  pursued  by  an  enemy 
very  much  superior  kv  point  of  numbers,  well  clothed,  not 
harassed  by  loss  of  sleep,  and  who  must  necessarily  come 
up  with  him  before  he  could  accomplish  his  designs   on 
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chap.  mi.  Brunswick,  if  any  opposition  should  there  be  made  to  him. 
1717  -  Under  these  circumstances,  he  very  wisely  determined  to 
abandon  the  remaining  part  of  his  original  plan  ;  and, 
having  broken  down  the  bridges  over  Millstone  Creek,  be- 
tween Princeton  and  Brunswick,  he  took  the  road  leading 
up  the  country  to  Pluekemin,  where  his  army  were  permit- 
ted to  refresh  themselves,  and  to  take  that  rest  which  they 
so  greatly  required.  Lord  Cornwallis  continued  his  march 
to  Brunswick,  which  he  reached  in  the  course  of  that  night. 
General  Mathews,  who  commanded  at  that  place,  had  been 
greatly  alarmed ;  and,  while  he  paraded  his  troops  for 
defence  against  the  American  general,  whom  he  expected, 
he  also  used  the  utmost  industry  in  guarding  against  the 
worst,  by  removing  the  military  stores  to  a  place  of  greater 
safety. 

The  sufferings  of  the  American  army  had  been  so  great, 
from  the  severity  of  the  season,  and  the  very  active  service 
in  which  they  had  been  engaged  ;  their  complaints,  espe- 
cially on  the  part  of  the  militia,  were  so  loud ;  their  num- 
bers were  reducing  so  fast,  by  returning  home,  and  by  sick- 
ness ;  that  General  Washington  found  it  impracticable,  im- 
mediately to  prosecute  further  offensive  operations,  and 
deemed  it  absolutely  necessary  to  retire  to  Morristown,  in 
order  to  put  his  men  under  cover,  and  to  give  them  some 
repose. 

The  bold,  judicious,  and  unexpected  attacks  made  at 
Trenton  and  Princeton,  by  an  enemy  believed  to  be  van- 
quished, had  an  influence  on  the  fate  of  the  war  much  more 
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extensive  in  its  consequences  than,  from  a  mete  estimate  of  c™^™< 
the  killed  and  taken,  would  be  supposed.  They  saved  Phi-  irn% 
ladelphia  for  the  present  winter ;  they  recovered  the  state 
of  Jersey ;  and,  which  was  of  still  more  importance,  they 
revived  the  drooping  spirits  of  America,  and  gave  a  sensible 
impulse  to  the  recruiting  service  throughout  the  United 
States, 

The  problem,  whether  a  nation  can  be  defended,  against 
a  permanent  force,  by  temporary  armies;  by  occasional 
calls  of  the  husbandman  from  his  plough  to  the  field  ;  was 
already  solved  :  and  in  its  demonstration,  the  independence 
of  America  had  nearly  perished  in  its  cradle.  All  eyes  were 
now  turned  on  the  army  to  be  created  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, as  the  only  solid  basis  on  which  the  hopes  of  the 
patriot  could  rest.  During  the  retreat  through  the  Jerseys, 
and  while  the  expectation  prevailed,  that  no  effectual  resist- 
ance could  be  made*  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  some 
spirited  men,  indeed,  were  only  animated  to  greater  and 
more  determined  exertions ;  but  such  was  not  the  operation 
of  this  state  of  things  on  the  great  mass  from  whence  is  to 
be  drawn  the  solid  force  of  armies.  There  appeared,  espe- 
cially in  the  middle  states,  the  pause  of  distrust.  Doubts, 
conceming  the  issue  of  the  contest,  became  more  extensive; 
and  the  business  of  recruiting  proceeded  so  heavily  and 
slowly,  as  to  excite  the  most  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
future. 

The  affairs  of  Trenton  and  Princeton  were  represented 

and  considered  as  great  victories.    They  were  believed,  by 
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chap,  vm   the  body  of  the  people,  to  evidence  the  superiority  of  theiF 
v*77-       army,  and  of  their  general.    The  opinion  that  they  were 
engaged  in  a  hopeless  contest,  yielded  to  a  confidence,  that 
proper  exertions  on  their  pari  would  be  crowned  with  ulti- 
mate success* 

This  change  of  opinion,  relative  to  the  issue  of  the  war, 
was  accompanied  with  an  essential  change  in  their  conduct; 
and,  although  the  regiments  required  by  Congress  were  not 
completed,  they  were  made  much  stronger  than,  before  this 
happy  revolution  in  the  aspect  of  public  affairs,  was  be- 
lieved to  have  been  possible. 

cST****  f^le  fi™11168*  manifested  by  Congress  throughout  the 
gloomy  and  trying  period  which  intervened  between  the 
loss  of  Fort  Washington  and  the  battle  of  Princeton,  enti- 
tles the  members  of  that  day  to  the  admiration  of  the 
world,  and  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Unawed 
by  the  dangers  which  threatened  them,  and  regardless  of 
personal  safety,  they  did  not,  for  an  instant,  admit  the 
idea,  that  the  independence  they  had  declared  was  to  be 
surrendered,  and  peace  to  be  purchased  by  returning  to  their 
antient  colonial  situation.  As  the  progress  of  the  British 
army  through  Jersey,  and  the  consequent  insecurity  of 
Philadelphia,  rendered  an  adjournment  of  Congress,  from 
that  place  to  one  further  removed  from  the  seat  of  war,  a 
necessary  measure  of  precaution,  their  exertions  seemed  to 
increase  with  their  difficulties.  They  sought,  to  remove  the 
despondence  which  was  seizing  and  paralysing  the  public 
mind,  by  an  address  to  the  states,  in  which  every  argument 
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was  suggested  that  could  rouse  them  to  vigorous  action. 
They  likewise  made  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  animate  the 
militia,  and  impel  them  to  the  field,  by  the  agency  of  those 
whose  popular  eloquence  *  best,  fitted  tliem  for  such  a 
service. 

When  re-assembled  at  Baltimore,  the  place  to  which  they 
had  adjourned,  their  resolutions  exhibited  no  evidences  of 
confusion  or  dismay ;  and  the  most  judicious  efforts  were 
made,  .by  collecting,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  respectable 
military  force,  to  repair  the  mischief  produced  by  past 
errors. 

Declaring,  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  the 
very  existence  of  civil  liberty  depended  on  the  right  execu- 
tion of  military  powers,  -to  a  vigorous  direction  of  which, 
distant,  numerous,  and  .deliberative  bodies,  were  entirely 
unequal ;  they  authorised  General  Washington  to  raise  six- 
teen additional  regiments,  and  conferred  upon  him,  for  six 
months,  powers  for  the  .conduct  of  the  war,  which  were  al- 
most unlimited. 

When  reduced  to  their  lowest  dbb,  towards  the  close  of 
1776,  while  the  tide  of  fortune  was  running  strongest 
against  them,  some  few  members,  distrusting  their  ability 
to  make  a  successful  resistance,  proposed  to  authorise 
commissioners,  deputed  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  to 
transfer  to  that  country  the  same  monopoly  of  their  trade 

*  General  Miflin  was,  on  this  occasion,  particularly  useful. 
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c^^^r    which  Great  Britain  had  hitherto  enjoyed.   This  proposition 
m7'       is  stated  to  have  been  relinquished,  because  it  was  believed 
that  concessions  of  this  kind  would  destroy  the   force  of 
many  arguments  which  had   been  used  in  favour  of  inde- 
pendence, and  probably  disunite  the  people.  It  was  next  pro- 
posed to  offer  a  monopoly  of  certain  enumerated  articles  of 
produce :  to  this,  the  clashing  interests  of  the  different  states 
were  so  directly  opposed,  that  it  received  a  speedy  and  de- 
cided negative.     Some  proposed  offering  to  France  a  league 
offensive  and  defensive ;  but  this  also  was  rejected.     The 
more  enlightened  members  of  Congress  argued,  that,  though 
the  friendship  of  small  states  might  be  purchased,  that  of 
France  could  not.     They  alleged,  that,  if  she  would  risk  a 
war  with  Great  Britain,  by  openly  espousing  their  cause,  it 
would  not  be  so  much  from  the  prospect  of  direct  advan- 
•     tages,  as  from  a    natural  desire   to   lessen  the   overgrown 
power  of  a  dangerous  rival.     It  was   therefore   supposed, 
that  the  only  inducement  likely  to  influence  France  to  an 
interference,  was  an  assurance  that  the  United  States  were 
detennined  to  persevere  in  refusing  to  return  to  their  formei 
allegiance.     Under   the   influence   of  this   better  opinion, 
resolutions   were  again   entered    into,  declaratory   of  theii 
determination  to  listen  to  no  terms  founded  on  the  idea  of 
their  resuming  the  character  of  British  subjects,  but  trust- 
ing the  event  to  Providence*  and  risking  all  consequences ; 
•to  adhere  to  the  independence  they  had  declared,  and  the 
freedom  of  trade  they  had  proffered  to  all  nations.     Copies 
of  these  resolutions   were  sent  to  the  principal  courts  of 
Europe ;  and  proper  persons  were  appointed  to  solicit  their 
friendship  to  the  new-formed  states.    These  dispatches  fell 

into 


,  GENERAL    WASHINGTON.  #41 

into  the  hands  of  the  British,  and  by  them  were  published  —  c^^^' 
a  circumstance  by  no  means  unwished  for  by  Congress ;  who  arrr- 
were  persuaded,  that  an  apprehension  of  their  making  up 
all  differences  with  Great  Britain  was  a  principal  objection 
to  the  interference  of  foreign  courts  in  what  was  represent- 
ed to  be  no  more  thaa,.  a  domestic  quarrel.  A  resolution, 
adopted  in  the  deepest  distress,  and  in  the  worst  of  times, 
that  Congress  would  listen  to  no  terms  of  re-union  with  the 
parent  state,  would,  it-  was  believed,  convince  those  who 
wished  for  the  dismepiberment  of  the  British  empire,  that 
it  was  sound  policy  to  interfere,  so  far  as  would  prevent  the 
conquest  of  the  United  States, 
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It  is  supposed  that  the  Manuscript  of  another 
Volume  of  this  Work  will  be  received  from  America 
in  the  course  of  the  Autumn,  and  that  the  entire 
work  will  be  completed,  in  Four  or  Five  Volumes, 
before  Christmas. 
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